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IIS. firſt printed Weekly in 
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15 S of them gather'd into 

A 4 Collections from Time 
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into Tout Volumes: e this 1 5 N 

third Publication, ing the laſt in which I - 

all concern my . Ty 1 have corrected 

many Errors of the and of Stile: 

Some 1 find. Ain of un * ſome 
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of Books. age 
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They were begun wich an honeſt an 
humane intentioſl, t call for Publick Ju 
ſtice upon 9 of .che 1 
fatal South - Sea Scheme, and probabl 
he lp'd to procure it, as far as it was Pr 

curd ; by raifing in a Nation, almoſt funk 
in Deſpair, a Spirit not to be withſtood by 


the Aris and Wealth of the powerful Cri- 


minals They were afrerwards carried on 
upon various publick and important Sub- 
jets, for nigh three Lears, with; a 

high Reputation, which all th&-Mcthofls 
taken to decry and miſrepreſent them, 
could not abate. They were firſt written, 
without any Name, from Bath, . as Let- 
tets to the Author of the. Linden Fournad, 
who of his own Head ſign'd them C4 FO 
and by that Name they afterwards 
Went. N 22'Y 19 


be pleaſing or aiſpleafing of any Par- 
ty was none of the Ends of thefe-Letters, 
which, as a Proof of their Impartiality, 


have pleasd and diſpleas'd all Parties ; mar 


are any Writers proper to do Juſtice to e- 
very Party, but ſuch as are arrach'd to 


none. No candid Man can defend any 


Party in all Particulars; becauſe every 
Party does, in ſome Particulars; do Things 


that 
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chat Man who goes blindly into all the 
Steps of his Party, and vindicates alt their 
Proceedings, cannot vindicate hinffelf;* It 
is the bale Office of a Slave, and he whjL, 
ſuſtains it, brearhes improperfy Exgliſh Air: 


ſuit him better. 


That of the Tuilleries or the Divan would 
1 Wr * * 


The ſtrongeſt Treatiſe upon the Liberty 


of the Preſs could not ſo well ſhew its 
great Importance to eivil Liberty, as the 
univerſal good Reception of thefe Papers 
has done, The Freedom with which they 
are written, has been encottrag'd and ap- 
plauded even by thoſe, who ja other In- 
ſtances are Enemies to all Freedom. Bur 
all Men love Liberty for themſelves; and 


whoever contends for Slavery, would Qtll 


preſerve himſelf from the Effects of it. 


Pride and Intereſt ſway him, and he 4s 


* * 


only hard- hearted to all the reſt of the 


The Patrons of Paſſive Obedience would 


do well to conſider this, or allow others 
to conſider it for them. Thefe Gentlemen 
have never fail'd upon every Occafion, to 
ſhew effectually that their Patience was 
nothing increas'd by their Principles, and 


that they always, very candidly and hu- 


manely, excluded themſelves from the 
* :; + _ 
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vi The PREFACE. 
Conſequences of their own Doctrines. 
Whatever their Speculations have been, 
their Practices have Rropgly preach'd, 
that no Man will ſuffer Injuitice and Vio- 
lence, when he can help himſelf, 


Let us therefore, without regarding the 
ridiculous, narrow, and diſhoneſt Notions 
of ſelfiſh! and inconſiſtent Men, who ſay 
and do contradictory Things, make ge- 
neral Liberty the Intereſt and-Choice, as 
it is certainly the Right of all Mankind, 
and brand thoſe. as Enemies to humane 
Society, who are Enemies to equal and im- 
partial Liberty. Whenever ſuch Men are 
Friends to Truth, they are ſo from Anger 
or Chance, and not for her own Sake, 
or for the Sake of Society. I am glad, 
however, that by reading and approving. 
many of Cato's Letters, they have been 
brought to read and approve a general 
"Condemnation of their own Scheme. It 
is more than ever they did before; and L 
am not without Hopes, that what they 
have begun in Paſlton, may end in Con- 
viction. Cato is happy if he has been the 
Means of bringing thoſe Men to think for 
themſelves, whole Character it has been 
to let other Men think for them -— A Cha- 
rater which is the higheſt Shame, and 
the greateſt Unhappineſs of a rational 

; Being. 
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their Offence was neither his 
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Being. Theſe Papers having fully open d = 
the incl les of Liberty and Power, and 7 
render'd them plain to every, Underſtand» 
ing, may perhaps bave their Share in 25 7 
venting, for the Time o come, ſuch 
Storms of Zeal for Nonſenſe and Falſhood, 
as have thrown the three Kingdoms more 
than once into Convullions, I hope they 
have largely help d to cure and remove 
thoſe monſtrous Notions of Government, 
which have been long inſtill'd by the 
crafty Few into the ignorant Many. 


It was no Matcer of Wonder that theſe 
Letters ſhould be ill underſtoad, and ma- 
liciouſly applied, by ſome, who, having 
no principles of their own, or vile ones, 
were apt to wreſt Cato's Papers and Principles 
to favour their own Pre judices and baſe 
Wiſhes. But for ſuch as always have pro- 
fels'd to entertain the ſame Sentiments of 
Government with Cato, and yet have been 
offended with his Sentiments; as this 

Faujſt nor 

Intention, I can only be ſorry, for their 
Sakes, that the Principles which they a- 
vowed at all Times ſhould diſpleaſe them 
at any Time, I am willing. to believe 
that it was not the Doctrine, but the Ap- 
plication, that difobliged them: Nox was 
Cato anſwerable for this; they theguelyes 
E 
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made ir, and often made ir wrong. All 
candid and well-bred Men (if Cato may 
de reckon'd in the Number) abhor all At- 
tacks upon the Perſons and private Cha- 
racters of Men, and all little Srories in- 
vented or revived to blacken them. Thefe 
are cowardly and, barbarous Practices; 
the Work and Ambition of little and ma- 
licious Minds: Nor wanted he any ſuch 
low and contemptible 'Artifices to gain 
Readers. He attended only to general 
Reaſonings about publick Virtue and Cor - 
ruption, unbiaſs d by Pique or Favour to 
any Man. In this upright and impartial 
Purſuir, he abus'd no Man's ferſon; he 
courred no Man's Fortune; he dreaded no 


a 


Man's Reſentment 


It was a heavy Charge upon Cato, which 
however wanted not Vouchers, (if they 
were in earneſt) that he has ſpoken difre- 
ſpe&fully, nay inſolently, of the King. 
But this Charge has been only aſſerted. 
If it were in the leaſt true, 1 ſhould be the 

rſt to own that all the Clamour rais'd a- 
gainſt him was juſt upon him. But the 
Papers vindicate themſelves; nor was any 
Prince ever treated with more ſincere Du- 
"ry and Regard in apy public or private 
Writings, than his prefent Majelty has 
been in theſe. In Point of Principle _ 
* 5 a 4 0 A C= 
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The PREFACE ix 
Affection, his Majeſty never had a better 
Subject than Cato; and if he has any bad 
ones, they are not of Caro's making. 1 
know that this Nation cannot be preſerv'd, 
if this Eſtabliſhment is deſtroy'd ; and I 
am (tilt perſwaded, that nothing tended 
more to his Majeſty's Advantage and po- 
pularity, or more to the Credit of his Ad- 
-miniſtration, or more ic the Security af. 
the Subject, than the purſuing with quick 
and impartial Vengeance thoſe Men, who 
were Enemies to all Men, and to his Ma- 
jelly the moſt dangerous of all his Ene- 
mies, a Blot and a Curſe to the Nation, 
and the Authors of ſuch Diſcontents in 
fome, and of ſuch Defigns in others, as 
— _ Men wanted, and the beſt Men 
ar'd. Wir 


In anſwer to thoſe deep Polhicians, who 
have been puzzPd to know who were 
meant by Cicero and Brutus: Intending to 
deal candidly with them, and to put them 
out of Pain and Doubꝶ I aſſure them that 
Cicero and Brutus were meant; that I know 
no preſent Characters or Story that will 
fit theirs; that theſe Leiters were tranſla- 
ted for the Service of Liberty in general, 
and that neither Reproof nor Praiſe was 
ntended by them to any Man living. 
And if theſe guethng Sages are in per- 
41 „ plexity 
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plexity about any other Paſſages in Cato's 
Letters, ir is ten to one but the ſame An- 
ſwer will relieve them. There was no- 
thing in thoſe Letters analagous ro our 
Aﬀairs ; but as they are extremely fine, 
full of Victue and good Senſe, and the 
Love of Mankind, it was thought worth 
while to put them into Engliſh, as a pro- 
per Entertainment. for Engliſh Readers. 
This was the utmoſt and hes View ; and 
it was at leaſt an unkind Miſtake to ſuppoſe 
any Other. 


by. one - Brutus's Letters, it is 4 
We do not diſ pure about the Qualifications of 4 
Maſter ; — have no Maſter. This is 
far from being ſtronger than the Original 
Ni forte non de Servitute, ſed de conditione 
Serviendi recuſandum eff a mobis, From 
hence ſome have inferr'd, that becauſe 
Brutus was againſt having a Maſter, there- 
fore Cate was againſt having a King: A 
ſtrange Conſtruction, and a wild Conſe- 
quence! As if tha Tranſlator of Brutus's 
Letter was not to follow the Senſe of 
Brutus : Or, as if there was no Difference 
in England between a Kipg and a Maſter, 
which are juſt as _—_— as King and 
Tyrant. In a Neighboazing Country, in- 
deed, they (ay that their Monarch is born 
Maſter of the Kingdom; and 1 — 

| they 
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The PREFACE ri 
os WY they feel it; as they do with a Wirneſß in 
nb 7rkey. But it is not ſo here: I hope it 
O- never will be. We have a King made 
ur and limited by the Law: Bratus having; 
e, kin'd one Uſurper, was oppoſing another, 
he overturning by Violence all Law. Whete: 
this the Parity, or Room for it? 


rs, The ſame Defence is to be made for rhe: 
nd BY Papers that aſſert the Lawfalneſs of killing. 
{cl C-ſar. It has been a Queſtion. long de- 

bated: in the World; tho! I think it ad- 
mits of little room for Debate ; the only: 
d, Arguments to be anſwerd being Prefite- 
dice and Clamour, which are an- 
15 BY fwer'd and expos d in theſe Papers. What 
all is ſaid in them can be only: applicable to, 
ne Bf thoſe who do as Ceſar and Brutus did; and: 
m can no otherwiſe affect our free and legal. 
e Government, than by furniſhing, real Ar- 
re · ¶ guments to defend it. The ſame Princi- 
A ples of Nature and Reaſon that ſupported 
ſe· ¶ Liberty at Rowe, muſt ſupport it here. andi 
s WF every where, however the Circumſtances, 
ol of adjuſting them may vary in. different. 
ce Places; as the Foundations of — 
er, are in all; Countries, and. at all Times, eſ- 


nd ſentially the ſame, namely, too much 
nForce in the Hands of one Man, or of a, 
ruf ew, unaccountable-Magiſtrates, and Pow. 
ve without a Ballance: A ſorrowful. OIr- 


cumſtance: 
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cumſtance for any People to fall into- 1 
hope it is no Crime to write againſt fo 
| an Evil. -The Sum of the Queſtion 
ie, Whether Mankind have a Right to be 
Happy, and to oppoſe their own. De- 


ſtruction 2 And whether any Man has a 
Right to make them Miſerable 2. + - 


- © Mathiavel puts Ceſar upon the ſame 
Foot with the worſt and moſt deteſted Ty- 
rants, ſuch as Nabis, Phalaris, and Diony- 
fins... Nor let any Man, ſays he, deceive 
4 himſelf with Cæſars Reputation, by 
finding him ſo exceedingly eminent in 
Hiſtory. Thoſe who cried him up, 
were either cotrupted by his Fortune, 
or terriſed by his power; for whilſt 
% his Empire continued, it was never per- 
emitted to any Man to ſay any thing 
againſt him. Doubtleſs if Writers had 
.< had their Liberty, they could have ſaid 
as much of him as of Catiline: And 
< Ceſar is much the worſt of the two; 
by how much it is worſe to perpetrate 
< a wicked Thing than to deſign it. And 
this may be judg'd by what is ſaid of 
< Brutus his Adverſary; for, not daring 
to ſpeak in plain Terms of Cæſar, by 
reaſon of his Power, they; by a kind 
0 of Reverſe, magniſied his Enemy.” He 
after wards gives a Summa y of the _ 
Wü U 
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| Waſte and crying Miſeries'broughrup- 
n Rome and upon Mankind by the impe- 
ial Wolves his Succeſſors; and adds, chat 
py ſuch a Recapitulation © It will appear 
* what mighty Obligations Rome and 
a fa. and the whole World had to Cæ · 

enen ee neee ene 


I ſhall ſay no more of theſe Papers 
either in general or particular. I leave 
he ſeveral Arguments maintain'd in them 
o juſtify themſelves, and cannot help 
hinking that they are ſupported by the 
nited Force of Experience, Reaſon, and 
Nature. It is the Intereſt of Mankind 
they aſſert, and it is the Intereſt of Man- 
kind that they ſhould be true. The Opt- 
nion of the World concerning them, may 
be known from hence, that they have 
had more Friends and Readers at Home 
and Abroad than any Paper that ever ap- 
peai'd in it; nor docs it leſſen their Praiſe, 
that they have alſo had more Enemies. 


Who were the Authors of thoſe Let- 
ters, is now, l believe pretty well known. 
Ic is with the uimoſt Sorrow I ſay; that 
one of them is lately dead, and his Death 
3; Laſs to Mankind: Fo me it is by far 
the greateſt: and moſt ſhocking that ever I 
knew as he was che beſt Friend that ever 
"EY I had; 


xiv The PREFACE. 
I had ; I may ſay the firſt Friend. I found 
great Credit and Advantages in his Friend- 
ſhip, and ſhall value my ſelf upon it as 
long as I live. From the Moment ht 
knew me, *ull the Moment he died, every 
part of his Behaviour to me was a Proof 
of his Affection for me. From a perfect 
Stranger to him, and without any other Re- 
commendation than a caſual Coffee- houſe 
Acquaintance, and his own good Opin» 
on, he took me into his Favour and Care, 
and into as high a Degree of Intimacy as 
ever was ſhewn by one Man to. another. 
This was the more remarkable, and did 
me the greater Honour, for that he was 
naturally as ſhy in making Friendſhips, as. 
he was eminently conſtant to thoſe he had 
already made. His Shyneſs this way was 
founded upon wiſe and vertuous Conſide- 
rations, He knew that in. a Number of 
Friendſhips, fome would prove ſuperficial, 
ſome deceitful, and ſome would be neg- 
lected ; and he never profeſgd a Friend- 
ſhip without a fincere Intention to be a. 
Friend; which he was ſatisfied a private 
Man could not be to many at once, in 
Caſes of Exigency and Trial Beſides, he 
had found much Baſeneſs from falſe 
Eriends, who for his beſt Offices; made 
him vile Returns. He conlider'd mutual 
Friends as under mutual Obligations, and 

| he 
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e would contract no Obligation which 
he was not in carneſt to diſcharge. 


This was agreeable to the great Since- 
rity of his Soul, which would ſuffer him 
to miſlead no Man into Hopes and Ex- 

Rations without Grounds, He would 
et no Body depend upon him in vain. 
The contrary duct he thought had 
great Cruelty in it, as it was founding 
onfidence upon Deceit, and abuſing the 
good Faith of thoſe who truſted in us: 
Hence 1 — on one Side, as ſoon as 
it was diſcover'd, begot Hatred on the 
other, and falſe Friendſhip ended in ſincere 
Enmity: A Violence was done to a tender 
point of Morality, and the Reputation of 
vas him who did it, loſt and expos d amongſt. 
je- thoſe who thought he had the mod. 


al, He was ſo tender and exact in his Deal. 
gings with all Sorts of Men, that he ugd: 
d- to lay his Meaning and Purpoſes minutely: 
a before them, and ſcorn'd to gain any Ad- 
vantage from their miſtaking his Inten- 
tions, He told them what he would and: 
would not do on his Part, and what he 
expected on theirs, with the utmoſt Accu- 
racy and Openneſs. They at leaſt knew 
the worſt; and the only Latitude he re- 
ſerv'd to himſelf was to be beiter than his 
Word; 
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Word; but he would let no Man hopt 
for what he did not mean. He thought 
he never could be too plain with thoſe he 
had to do with; and as Men are apt to 
conſtrue Things moſt in their own Fa. 
vour, he us'd to foreſee and obviate thoſe 
their partial Conſtructions, and fix every 
Thing upon full and expreſs Terms. He 
abhorr'd the miſleading of Men by artful 
and equivocal Words; and becauſe Peo- 
ple are ready to put Meanings upon 2 
Man's Countenance and Demeanour, his 
.Sincerity extended even to his Carriage 
and Manner; and though he was very Ci- 
vil to every Body, he order'd it ſo:that 
the Forms of his Civility appear 


d to 
mean no more than Forms, and could not 
be miſtaken for Marks of Affection, where 
he had none: And it is very true that 2 
Man's Behaviour may, without one Word 
faid, make Profeſſions and Promiſes, and 
he may play the Knave by a kind Look. 


He us d to ſay, and from knowing him 
and intimately, I could believe him 
when he ſaid, that he never broke a Pro- 
miſe nor an Appointment in his Life, in 
any Inſtance where it was practicable to 
keep them. If he was to make a Viſit at 
an Hour, or to meet a Friend at an Hour, 

he was always there before the Hour: He 
th obſerv'd 
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dſerv'd the ſame ſevere punctuality in 
rery other Engagement of his, and had 
very ill Opinion of ſuch as did not make 
ery Promiſe of every kind a Matter of 
lorality and Honour: He confider'd 4 


ole W1:n's Behaviour in ſmaller Matters, as a 
cry Wpccimen of what he would do in Mat- 
He rs that were greater; and that a Princi- 
full: of Faithfulneſs, or the want of it, 
©O-W ould ſhew ir {elf in little as well as in 
A nderable Things; that he who would 
his y your Patience in the Buſineſs of an 
5c Wppointment, would fail you in a Buſi- 
ces of property; that one who promis'd 


t Random, and miſled you without an 
tention to miſſead you, was = ny 
lan, and wanted Honeſty though he ha 


Tc o Treachery ; as he who did it with De- 
2 ga was a Knave; that from what Cauſe 
rd Never they deceiv'd you; the Deceit was 
1d Nie ſame, and both were equally to be di- 


ruſted ; that Herr op or Remiſsneſs, 
incerity or Perfidiouſneſs, runs, general 
„through the Whole of a Man's Life 
nd Actions, and you need only obſerve 
1s Behaviour in one or two, to know his 
chaviour in -all; and a negligent Man, 
hen he is neglected, has no Reaſon to 
omplain, no more than a falſe Man 
hen he is hatred. In many Inſtances, Neg- 
gence has all the Effects of Falſchoog; 


hk 
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and is as far from Virtue, tho' not ſo n 
to Vice. a | 


As Mr. Trenchard was wary and xeſe 
in the Choice of his Friends, ſo no ſm 
Faults, no ſudden Prejudices nor Gufts ( 
Humour or Paſſion, could ſhake their It 
tereſt in him, or induce him to part wit 
them; nor could any Calumnies, howeve 
artful, nor the moſt malicious Tales an 
Infuſions, however ſpeciouſly dreſs'd ug 
leſſen his Regard for them. In tho 
Caſes, as in all others, he would ſee wil 
his own Eyes, and have full Proof befor 
he believ'd or condemn'd. He kne 
how eaſily Prejudices and Stories are take 
up; he knew how apt Malice and Em 
lation are to. creep into the Heart of Man 
and to canker ur; how quickly Report 
are framed, how ſuddenly improv'd; ho 
ealily an additional Word or Circumſtano 
can transform Good into Evil, and Evi 
into Good; and how common it is ta ad 
Words and Circumſtances, as well as 0 
create Facts: He was aware that too ma 
ny Men are govern'd by YI Nature; tha 
the. beſt are liable ro Prepoſſeſſions ant 
Mifnformarion ; and that it we liſten te 
every ſpiteful Tale and Inſinuation th: 
Men are prone to utter concerning on 
another, no two Men in the World can 


13 Nee 
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them with prodigious Force. Man in Sc 
ciety, Man out of Society, was perfect. 
known and familiar to his great and live 
Underſtanding, and ſtood naked to hi 
Eye, diveſted of all the Advantages, Sur 
plements and Diſguiſes of Art. His Lec 
tures upon this Subject, as upon 2 
others, were admirable, beautiful, and f 
r 


As to his Indulgence to humane Infir 
mities; he knew that without it ever 
Man would be an unſociable Creature tt 
another, ſince every Man living has In 
firmities; that we muſt take Men as thy 
are, Or not at all; that it is but mutua 
Equity to allow others what we want an 
expect to our ſelves ; char as good andi 
Qualities. are often blended together, -{ 
they often ariſe out of one another: Th 
Men of great, Wir and Spirit, are ofte! 
Men of ſtrong Paſſion and Vehemence; 
and the firſt make amends for the laſt 
Thus great Humouriſts are generally ven 
honeſt Men, and weak Men habe ſome 
times great good Nature. Upon thi 
Foundation no Man lived more eafy and 
debonair with his Acquaintance, or bore 
their Failings better. Good Nature and 
Sincerity was all that hie expected of then 
But in the Number of natural — 
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never reckon d Falſgood and Knayery, 


5 which he! gave no Quarter. Humane 
we caknefſes were invincible ; but no Man 
„is born a Knaye: He chuſes bis own 


haracter, and no ſincere Man can love 
m. L - IR '» 1 , | A; . „ 17 


In his Tranſactions with Men, he had 
ſurprizing Talent at bringing them over 
his Opinion. His firſt Care was that it 


Ine as ſure and well- grounded and _— 
verWnt, and then he was a prevailing Advo- 
re ie; he enter'd into it with all his A, 
n d his Might was irreſiſtible,” He ſaw it 
the its whole Extent, with all the Reaſons 


nd all the Difficulties, and could throw 
oth into a thouſand 


and ot! 9 d. various 1 
4 ind nothing could eſcape him. This a 
I riend of his us'd to call bringing Hea- 
rhuMcn and Earth into his Argument. He 
fell ad indeed vaſt Variety of Images, a De- 
ace se of Language, mighty Feten 
lafis Looks, and great Natural Authority, 


ou ſaw. he was in earneſt; you ſaw his 
xcellent Judgment, and you ſaw his up- 
ET... N 


He had the ſame Facility in expoſing 
nd taking to Pieces plauſible and deceit- 
| Reafonings. This he did with vaſt 
Wickneſs and Brevity, and with happy 

8 _ 


Man, or to wiſh him hurt, unleſs from 
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Turns of Ridicule. 2 a grave Arp 
ment deliver'd very plauſibly and at large 
good and well-lounding Language 
as he demoliſh'd with a ſenſible Jeſt 
three Words, or a pleaſant Story not mu 
longer. He had a Promptneſs at Repartet 
which. few Men ever Id, and no 
ever excell'd. He ſaw with great Sudde 
neſs the Strength and Weaknefs of Thing 
their Juſtneſs or Ridicule, and had equi 
Excellence in ſhewing either. * © 


The Quickneſs of his Spirit made hin 
ſomerimes ſay Things which were i 
taken, and for which upon Recollectio 
he himſelf was always ſorry. But in th 
Midſt of his greateſt Heat, I never hear 
him utter a Word that was ſhocking e 
dangerous: So great was his Judgme 
and the Guard he kept over himſelf, an 
the natural Impetuoſity of his Tempe 
He was naturally a warm Man; but hi: 
Wiſdom and Obſervation gave him great 
Warineſs and Circumſpection in great 
Affairs; and never was Man more fo 
moderate and calm Counſels, or more an 
Enemy to raſh. ones. He had fo little ol 
Revenge in his Temper, that his Perſonal 
Reſentment never carried him to hurt any 


| 


| 


other Cauſes he delery'd it. 
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terly free from all Grimace and Stateli 
eſs: - He was acceſſible to all Men: N 
an came more frankly into Convickion 
no Man was more candid in owning hi 
Miſtakes, and no Man more ready to d 
kind obliging Offices. He had not on 
ambitious Thought, nor a crooked ons 
nor an envious one. He had but on 
View; to bein the right, and to do good 
and he would have heartily join'd wit! 
any Man, or any Party of Men, to har 
attain'd it. If he err'd, he err'd innc 
cently; for he ſincerely walk'd accordin 
to the beſt Light he had. Is this the Ch; 
racter, this the Behaviour of a moroſe 
of an impraQticable Man? And yet thi 
was the Character of Mr. Trencbard, 
many great and worthy Men, who ono 
believ'd the contrary, liv d to ſee. - *- 
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Hie was cordially in the Intereſt of Man 
kind; and of this Nation, and this Gc 
vernment, and never found Fault wit 
publick Meaſures, but when he real! 
thought they were againſt the - Public 
According to the Views he had of Things 
he judg'd excellently ; and often trac't 
Attempts and Events to their *firſt true 
Sources, however diſguiſed or denied, by 
the meer Force of his own ſtrong Under 
fanding, He had an amazing Sagacil 

| an 
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1 Compaſs of pete 8 and it Was 
arce poſlible 10 im Appean rances up- 
Par 10 Ss; Kr9. they, Wh 5 

t ffections Wi 
m, 88 dee Ager d in 22 899 
om him, did it often from the Difference 
their 1 the ſtandings. They ſaw not 
far into the Cauſes and Coulecactoes 
Things: Few Men upon Earth did; ve- 
few. His active and inquiſtive Mind;. 
Il of Velocity and Penetration, had not 
e ſame Limits with thoſe of other Men; 
was all Lightning, and diſſipated in an 
tant che Doubts and Darkneſs which 
wilder'd the ele of hes In a Mo- 
the obſcureſt Queſti- 


. 
4 ot many undenia- 
> Inſtances where every Jot o me By: 
> forerold came to pals, and in 

anner he foretold. 990 doubt, he 

as ſometimes, miſtaken; but his li- 

kes did him no Diſccedit; they a 

dm no Defect in his N 

om no Sourneſs of Mine 


As he wanted nothing but to bes che 


blick proſper, he emul en ns. 
wa” 4 7 53 dic d 2 


elfare, eee ae dates . 


vert de PREFACE: 
Nd Man ever dreaded pn See Lü more 


6ritook th At one 
Fim they ee z0oft Leber it. Ade. Na. 
tional C 54 fuliqns, " ffdeſſs,” nid Defpalt, 
which we labour'd under a few Years, ago 
gave him much Anxiery, and: Sarrow, 
2 7 prey*d upon him, and endanger” q 
{9s much; that had he Raid 10 
Tonk 2 few Days longer, it was. more't 
probable he would never have gane Gu 
of it alive. He even dreaded a Revolu- 
tion; and the more, becauſe he faw fome 
eaſy "and ſecure, who ought to aye 
dreaded it moſt, This was ho Ridd 
him then, and he fabcy'd he e ie 
the Riddle: explath'd tor others. 


The perſonal PF CEE * 85 
Great Man now dcad, for perfonat In it 
had no Share an the & Opporion þ he gu 

0 


to his Aqminiff a jr 
ver it an be oxi ie had, | 
ly conſider d the;Publick in t 550 
tion, which he would have a pþ'd 
and chang'd Oppoſition into Aſliſtance, 
without = Advantage or Regard to him 
ſelf, if he could have beers farisfy*4 tha 
that Great Man b his Countty 23 el 
as he loyd power. Nor did he ces 
quarrel witlr any Otel Mm 2 ta 
onli 


be PRE TAC E. wall 
onliderations, 05. 1 a 7 fy," fe 


ade great. A 
pr the Ene their e 110 5 in 
es, and even for their Ambition”; 


£0.8ided their Ambiti . was honeſtly, ER. 
JW, and the P blic Was not 1 or 
1 cz 1<Qied, to fariate-cheir dorneftick Pride; 
ie i not vainly expect from eren ter 


election and Hergiſm which, he knew, 
ere not to be f found in Men; and be 
r'd not how. much good. "Mini ſters 
id to themſelves, if by it they hurt 
ot their Country. He had two Thin 


. to uch' at Heart, the eepiry Fe 2 on 
ec f foreign Broils, and paying "of 
ck Debts. He Woche the bbs depend 
on tbe other, and the Fate and Being 
5 F the Nation depended upon. the Taft 
cond 1 believe few, Men who think at nh 
aveWink him mi taken. For a good while 
before (de died, he was calier as. to thoſe 
onWMatters, tk T bad ever known him. He 
ON as pleasd with the Calm we: were in, 
pid entertained fayourable Hopes and O- 


nions. Nor is it any Diſcredit to the 


im eſent Adminiffatios, that Mr. Trenchard 
hass more partial to it, chan I ever knew | 
Ken to any other. In this he ſincerely 
Vet my d his Judgment; t; for it is molt cer. 
nal in he had not one View to himſelf; nor 
nll b 2 could 


ii The PREFACE: 
could any humane Conſideration, have 
Alchäch en bim ou? he publick Intereſt 


. 


It was hard to miſſead him, and impoſl 
dads 5%J Gu? I / 


| | | 


No Mah was ever more remote fron 
all Thoughts of publick Employments; 
he was even determin'd againſt them 
and yet he would never abfolucely declare 
that he would ar no Time engage in them 
becauſe it was barely poſſible he might 
So nice and ſevere was his Veracity ! Het 
had infinite Talents for Buſineſs; a Head 
wonderfully turn'd for Schemes, Trains ol 
Reaſoning, and Variety of Affairs ex 
treme Promptneſs, indefatigable Induſtry 
a ſtrong Memory, mighty Diſpatch, and 

reat Adroitneſs in applying to the Paſ 
tions of Men. This laſt Talent 'was no 
generally known to be his; be. wa 
thought a poſitive uncomplying Man 
and in Matters of Right and Wrong he 
was ſo. But it is as true, that he kney 
perfectly how Mankind were to be deal 
with, and could manage their Tempe 
with great Art, and bear with WR 
Humours and Weakneſſes, with great Pa 
tience. He could reaſon or rally, b. 
grave or pleaſant, with equal Succeſs ; ani 
make himſelf extremely agreeable io al 
| * ſon 


EY ik 
drts of People without rh . 
te from his Can gur an utegrity. 
e lov'd chiefly riyacy and A domeſtic 
ie, be ſeldom _throwd. himſelf in 
ay of Popularity; but wherever he 
pught it, he had it. One Proof of this 
ay be learn'd from the ,great Town 
here he was choſen, into Parliament ; 
0 Man was eyer , more belov'd and 2d 
nir'd by any Place. He found them full 
f Prejudices againſt him, and left them 
all of Affection for him. Very different . 
inds of Men, widely different in Princi- 
le, agreed in loving. him equally ;| and 
dore bis Memory, now u he is gone. 
he few ſour Men who oppoſed him 
hete, owed him better Thing. and did 
n 50 e , | thei FR "wr 


ion 


in ener ken ür. chear- 


ul, ang fathiliar,”? without Reſerve; and 
nterrainige, beyond. Belief. * Fore "Head 
as ſo clear, ready, and ſo full of Kaow- - 
edge, that 1 have often heard him make 
d krong, fine, and uſeful Diſcourſes at 
15 Table, as ever he wrote in his Cloſet; 

0 U think he is in the higheſt Claſs of 
; "rice chat ever appear d in the orld ü 


ſoch ſurprizing Images, ſuch a 
app 1 5 of r Things, and of 


b 3 putting 
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paniog Words og: to the 1 2 as, 87 Men pp 


H. ever 75 Wiek 
the Pedantry of a Man wh * 70 hear 
bimſeif talk, or is fond of pole. He 


was always excellent Com 5 Put the 
Time of the Day when in'd mol}, 
was for three Hours or more after Din- 


ner: Towards the Evening, he was 1555 


rally ſubj to Indigeſtions. The 
he choſe to think in, was the Morning, ” 


lle was e Company 1 5 Wo. 


men. He treated them with great Þ Nice- 
nels and Reſpect; he abounded 5 5g 
own Chit- Chat, and ſaid a Ko 
fint Things. He was a, ten 9 05 5 
ging Husband; 115 indee enen 
mon Cauſe to be (0; $ he tics 
has ſhe wn by bisWilt: But Hd hat 50 
and generous Notions of the kind Rega 
Men owe to Women in general, c 125 
their wives ho Wen the 5 
de thatk "rhejr, 1 . 8 
eme hie often eplarg. d oh 15 1 
Wildom. He r 0 * 4 
Sex, and had à 8 ks 7A angry to 
his Nene pt | 


1 1 ; 
i” de T t 


' He was 2 050 Nel 1 
a 4 ay c 30 


ftadied to live WII Vn cvery, 
4000 


och Hin. and took! a  fenhble Plc 


Ce — 


- 
nn, a ts aud. * WR as a —64i _ 7; ” ET To” FF ww *' 


* 


F M09 > Y Wy A by wn 


** "x 
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Pe 2 Fram 
to a 
he zold me bonne ad 720 9 5 22 | 
28 fo Fw By was a kind 8 
Landler never hur 


| ſtreſſed any 1 his Tenants , and 
made them frequent and unask d Abate- 
ments. There were year Inſtances of 
this. He was exact in performing all his 
Covenants with them, and never forgot 
any Promiſe that he had made them. 
Nor did he ever deny any Tenant any 
reaſonable Favour: But as he knew 
hig Eſtate well, they could not eaſily de- 
ce ive him: And none but ſuch as did ſo, ' 


ox ratte ic, mere noh ta complain. 
"To hi Servants he: was A juſt and mer- 
cal Ma Under kim they had; good 
Uſage ++ Plenty ; ang the worſt chey 
had. 10 apprehend i in his Scryice, was HOW 
and,chen a pathanare-Expreliion., He:lov'd 

to ſee chearful Faces, about him, bie was 
n tender i chem in their Sick- 


They N A that every e | 
them, was dane for.theix own Sake; Ihn 
gg Were of - boch Import Enceudhah 

b 4 
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that he could not live without them, and 
that therefore they were entitled to more 


Wages. He us'd ro obſerve, that this In- 


gfatitude was inſeparable from inferior 
Servants, and that they always founded 
ſome freſh. Claim, upon every Kindneſs 
h&did them. From hence he was wont 
to make many ſine Obſervations upon hu- 
mane Nature, and particularly upon the 
_— of the common Herd of Man- 


Mr. Trenchard had a liberal Education, 
and was bred to the Law; in which, as 1 
have heard ſome of his Cotemporaries 
ſay, be had made amazing Progreſs. But 
Politicks and the Iriſh Truſt, in which, he 
made a great Figure, tho' very young, 
took him from the Bar, whither he never 
had any Inclination to return. By the 
Death of an Uncle, and his Marriage, he 
Vas fallen into an eaſy Fortune, with the 
Proſpect of a much greater. i REED 
re 1; m n 1 


. 


Hie was very knowing, but not learned; 
that is, he had not read many Books. 
Few Books pleas'd him: Where the Mat- 
ter was not ſtrang, and fine, and laid 
cloſe. together, it could not engage his 
Attention: He outtun his Author, Ugo 
56814. 3 0 a 1a 
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had much more himſelf"ts fay 

Subject. 15 ſald, that mot op ts 
but Ole! iges, and in thie Erft Leaf you 
faw all; that of many Books which were 
valued: half 1 3 be thrower! away with 
our lofing any t He knew well the 
general Filer, 55 state of the World, 
and its Geggraphy every where. ,” For a 
Gentleman, e was 1 good Mathemati- 

cian; he had clear ard extenſive Ideas 
of che Aſtronomical Syſtem, of the Pow- 
er of Matter and Motion, and or the Cau- 
ſes and Production of ings. He under- 
ſtood perfectly the Intereſt of England in 
all its Branches, and the Intereſt and 
pretenſions d the ſeverat great Powers in 
Europe, with-the State and general Ballance 
of Trade every where. Upon theſe Sub- 
jets, and upon all others that are of 
Uſe to Mankind, he could diſcourfe with 
marvellous Force and Pertineney. Per- 


haps no Man living, had thought fo much, 


wy ſo vatiouſly.” He had a buſy and a 
Juſt Head, and was Maſter of any Subject 
in an-Inſtant. He chiefly ſtudied Matters 
thar were of Importance to the World ; 
but lov'd Pbetry and Things of Amuſe 
ment, when the Thoughts were juſt and 
witty : and no Body <njoy'd Pleafantries 
more. "He had cinetly read the Claf- 
bs ll 
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2 Fal wage always retain d r e their 
autif ticularly, from He: 
race an 10 55 Lucretius, A Pat En fome the 
Speeches, in 3 . He, admir'd t e Fire 
and Freedom of the laſt ; as he did La, 
cretjus fox the Loftineſs of his Conceptions; 
And Horace he had almoſt. all LAY) Heart, 
115 go yak Ys of Cicero. a wel 


Bot g 
— en 72 ab eas At 
255 r io, 


4 Wonen no LOG 
a free People, lle th e ; as none 


e 


N15 with ſuch Wiſdom, ap 


ſhocking Deformites of that "7 0f Foe 
ſuming Government, w as rem · 
der'd almoſt the ek h. fo. 0 


and wretched. 53058 10132 ac ne vt 


He had a eee temp empr for ! Log 100 Q 
and the Learnir 5 5 11 8 "and 
us d to Gi aul ſer · i 
1 of Dr. 1 Do 5 5 
utox. r ug. a, 1 
Q That Mr. 8 dee 1 | 
« ing was owing 10, his, haying been 
« good, a Logician ;” a Character 
which - he was eminent at. _— 
15 Tbe Truth was, that his g 
11 made him excell 1 Ly the Sublcties;gt 
FT . Reat ſon i a. Faculty not UG bg 


learn'd, 


91 
17 
8 
05 


5 


0 


Nature. Falſe Learning; falſe Gravity, 
more fucceſsful Foes! Extraorũ inary 
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learn d, no more than' Wit and Penetta- 
tion. Having as Natutal Parts as 
perhaps any Man was ever born with, he 
wanted none of the She wand A ſſiſtance 
of Art; and many Men, who-carry about 
them mighty Magazines of Learning and 
Quotations, would have made à poor Fi- 
gure in Conxerſation with Mr. ronsbumd. 
He highly valued- Learned Men, when 
they had good Senſe; and made good ule 
of their Learning: But meer Authorities, 
and Terms, and the Lumber of Words, 
vere Sport toi him; and beroften made 
good. Sport of thoſe who exceli d in them. 
e had endleſs Refources in his on 
ſtrong Underſtanding, and us d to) ſtrip 
tach Men of their Armour of Names and 
Diſlinctions with wonderful Livelineſs 
and Pleaſantry. Having loſt all the Tacs 
le of their Art, they had nd Aids from 


and falfe Argument, never encounter 


earning, and extraordinary Wit; ſeldom 

ect in one Man. The Velocity; of their 
zenius:renders' Men of great Wit incapa- 
ble of that laborious Patience neceſſary to 
ae a Man very learned. Cicero and 
onſitur Bayle had both, and. ſo had our 
lian arid George Buchanan. 1 could name 

| others; 
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- others; but all that 1 could mention are 
only Exceptions from a general Rule. As 
to Mr. Trenchurd, che Character of Aper the 
Roman Orator ſuits him ſo much, that tt 
ſeems made for him — Aprum. ingenio po- 
Fins & vi naturæ — ig litteri 
foemam Eloquentia :conſecutum ——-<— com 
uni eruditiove imbutus,' conremnebat potius 
litteras quam neſtichat' ——»— Ingenians ein 
nullis alienarum artium inniti viderttur. 
12% N. R Dialog. de Oratoribus. 


He was not fond of Writing; his Faul 
lay far on the other Side. He only did i 
when the thought it neceſſary. Even in 
the Courſe of tbe following Letters, he 
was ſometimes ſeveral: Months together 
without writing one; tho', upon the 
Whole, he wrote as many, within five and 
twenty, as 1 did. He wrote many ſuch a 
Icould not write, and I many ſuch as h 

would not. All the Papers upon Trade were 
writ by him, with thoſe upon Witches 


and Spirits, and all the Papers ſign'd 
DIOGE NES, except the 2d of Enthu 
ſtaſm, wich, contains the Charaòter of an 
Enthufiaſt. I cannot help thinking theſe 
bis Papers of Diogenes, extremely fine, 
They ſhew his great Compaſs of Think 
ing, and how clcarly he diſcoux'sd upon 


J.! ³˙Ü¹u²] ll. as ous io as ˙⁰ůmn ] ‚ . th. on an ens in Ye on 
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the darkeſt and moſt metaphyſical Sub- 
jects . The Letter upOonO Trenton; chat 
upon-. Pubtick: Puniſiments, i beginni 
Parcere ſabjeftis, and that inimitable Let- 
ter Naval Power, were his. All 
the reſt were writ, ſometimes by him, 
ſometimes by me; and as a Proof of his 
Ingenuity and Friendſhip, he heard mine 
approv'd with as much Pleaſure as his 
own, and always ſpoke' of them in as 
kind Terms. If the Reader wants anß 
Rule to diſtinguiſh his from mine; thofe 
which have any Quotations were chiefly 
mine; and where there are many Quotas 
tions, they were certainly mine. He 
hardly ever conſulted Books, and 1 not 
often. Sometimes one | Letter was writ 
partly by him, and partly by me. And 
to him it was owing, to his Convetſation 
and ſtrong Way of Thinking, and to the 
protection and Inſtruction he gave me, that 
I was capable of writing ſo many. He was 
the beſt Tutor ever I had, and to him 1 
owed more than to the whole World be- 
ſides. I will add with the fame Truth, that, 
but for me, he never would have engaged 
in any Weekly- performance whatfoever. 

From any third Hand there was'no Af. 
hſtance. ' I wanted none While 1 had 
him, and he ſought none while he Had 

me. | His 


— 
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Habit fort ime : x 16h 94 
„His Notions of Cod were noble and re- 
a d and if he was obpoxibus 10 Bigots, 
it was fox thinking honourably of che 
Deity, and for expoſing their ſlupid, ſour, 
and narrow Imaginations about him. 
There was more Inſtruction in three: c 
tempore Sentences of his upon this Subt 
ject, than in chreaſaere of their ſtu 1 d 
Sermons. He teuglit you to ore God; 
they only to dread him. He thought the 
Goſpel one eantinaed Leſſon of : Mercy 
and Peace 3, they make it a hafting/Wars 
rant for-Contention,. Severity, and Rage. 
He beljeyd that thoſe Mev, who found 
Pomp and Domination in the ſef-denying 
Example and Precepts of Jeſus Clift; 
were either Mad men, or worſe — not in 
earneſt ;, that ſuch as were Enemies to 
Liberty. ok Conſcience, were, H * 
humane Speiety, Which is ba, frail Fhing 
kept together by mutual Neceſſuios and 


mutual Indulgences; and that, in order 


to reduce all the World to one Opinion, 
the whole World muſt be reduced to one 
ue and all the zeſt deſtroy d. He ſaw, 
wick uſt Iadignatian, the mad, chimeri- 
cal, 4 | — Tenets — 
tain'd by many of t rgy, with the 
miſchievqus Effects and ene choſe 
Ty EnttS xz 
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Tenets: a lay e 
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Eyes may, th * 
$0 ee che; W. Wor, they ED 


Men a0 og Societies; 


ht Fraud and — 
1 2 15 all, a 
We & Bounty o {Sages 


e 0 Pffeer, gr. hr 
—2— cel 


eee e d. have ng other Se oj | 
A 3 that it Was: A Contra I 

Il Truch, ˖0 ce and to all Cit 
vil Government, 2 8 WANG u any other; 
that the coals — & 6 Genching 85 
Pri rom the Authoruy # 1— 
vil, _—_ N. te enſlave ther CI 
Magiſtrate, and all Men, tc ine hrieſthood z 
that theſe Claims of the Clergy to Diving 
Right and Ae rais d a Com- 


but wa 1n-the.Stxey (the 
Ae Tocierh') 


the Ae 1 Hnemies of 
the Clergy and taught the Clergy avowed 

Ingratitude for every Bounty, Indulgence, 
Privilege and Advantage, which the Laity, 
or any Lay man, could beſtow upon themz 
ſince, having all from God, they could 
conſider Laynen on us Lntruders when 
Laymen meddled wh, celeftial Rents, 3800 
pretended, to give them hat Gods had 
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given them. 1 _ to think, that from 
_ this Root of ſpi Pride, | ocbeds the 
tdo common fehr ue of En letgymen ” 


their Patrons d 140 
They think ir Uſirphrio in Lay-Men'to 


Hence their known Abhorrence of Im- 
ptopriations; and we all kfiow'what rh 
mean, when they-fnd' fo - much pree 
rancy and ſo may Prrrs in Ahe Ref 
mation. It was a terrible Blow to Church- 
Dominion, and gave the - Lany' ſome of 


their own Lands again. te ES TO bt 


Fw 
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Some will ſay, that theſe! are only 1 
Number of hot-heate® Men umongſt the 
Clergy; and 1 ſay, 1 mean n otfler: l 
only with the cool Heads may be a Majo- 

rity. That there are many ſuch!'1 know 
and congratulate; and-I honour Wich all 
my Heatt' the many Biſhops and 
who are" ſatisfied with the Condition 0 
the Clergy, and are Friends to Oonſcienee 
and Civil Liberty; for both which ſome of 
them have contended witty immortal 988 


RAISE 33 115} $ Gutvtn Py TY 


"Ger eye Okenes ile highClai mers 
of Piritual Dominion gave Mr. Trencb 4d. 


he was ſincerely for preſerying the Eſta 
bli d 


have Church Benefices in their ha 


The PREFACE | tit 
liſh'd Church, and would have: heajtily 
ppos'd any Attempt to alter it; He was 
gainſt all Levelling in Church and State; 
ind fearful of trying Experiments uf 
he Confticurion. He thought it Was 
eady upon a very good Ballance, and no 
lan was more falſſy accus'd of an Inten- 
ion to pull down. The Eſtabliſhment was 
1is Standard, and he was only for piilling 
lown thoſe who would ſ6ar above: it, 
and trample upon it. If be offend 
of bhurchmen, while he defended the legal 
hurch, the Blame was not his. He knew 
f no Authority they had, but what the 
aw gave them; nor can they ſhew any 
lis Piher. The Sanctions of a thouſand Sy- 
13 ods, the Names and Volumes of ten thou- 
0 ind Fathers, weigh not one Grain in this 
ww rgument. They are no more Rules to 
all Is, than the Oracles of Delphos, no more 
Fs, han a College of Augurs. Acts of Parlia- 
ot Wn<nt alone conſtirute and limit 
ee Thurch - Government, and create 
of Llergy; and this Article, Me 
©: {Wrenchard only aſſerted, what they them- 
elves had ſworn. Perſonally he us d them | 
ich great Civilicy, wherever he met 
+; hem; and he was for Ein them 
df no "Part . their Digmities Kere 

nes. As do their ſpeculative Op 
- hen he meddled with chem, Bu: _ 


he 


ali Thos RACK. 


0 


e che lame Liberty to ..diffeliy 
HE, which th 10 ae Ken | 
with One ano dh men Þ 

AVE. 585 Gama G THF 7 bt 0 


5 Wy own U Lay: 
— can ; fight, ile 15 "Priend 1 
again : The © ers and Soldiers of ty 


oppoſite Lg if they mert out of 
the way © tle, can be well: bred 


bp humane to each Other, and well plc: 
100 d together, cho they are to deſtroy one 
another next Day; But I know not hon 
it happens, Clerical Heat does not eafil 
cool; it rarely knows Moderation or an 
Bounds, but pur ſues Men to their Death 
and after Dęach it purſuss them, when 
they are no onger ſubject to the Law 
or Cagnizance of. Men., It was nol 
more good policy chah it Was Juſtice in 
thele angry Ned: ec Mr. Trencbari 
wich want of Religion ; as it is owning 
that 2; Man may be a, moſt virtuous Man, 
ang an excel Mer of Society, with 

out it. Bat as; nothing is ſo. irceigious 
as, dhe e e i URS, » 
Won imd e r 
= gy Mate as he ws ing Getty, he 
was, nat fr a Common-wealth in Eg 
> peichgr Þeliey'd. it poſſiple, nor with 


k. He thopght we were better as, wel 
were 


9! 


Fl PREFACE. this 
of Een apt Goangs 6: cou 


iffe vere, than 


ilfe ws de 4 95 1 7 * 
f of 1 5 WAS: 7010 1 
1 

5 5 e "but he Groans 

nd 700 were 100 pl plapſible. 
C 


0 Lhave before 0 17d chat he. Was 1 
pres bnatez but he 100 Ait in as pal 
lea here it was nor worth. while rg wach 
and LPs his ,Temper. In Things, of 
Momen of Vpen he had 2 Mind noi td 
De Or „no Man was more ſedate and 
am. I have often ſeen him laugh 3 
dee viſi Man out of his Peeviſhnelſs, 48d 
ichour. ide angry make others very 
ngiy. 1 ad 4 Mind to dive into 
any Man's 5700 ns, in Which hen Was very 
8 e meant tig gain any, Eng Ran 
him, ik nas mpoſſible 10 . ruftie 

He was only bal ae be te Was 288 
ent. There Was 4 Rap ; dity. ans 1 
his Wa of Talking which, 


3 iy e 1970 rg 


ii, 
alt 
* * 1 


Shs "The PREFACE. 
times provok'd him ; but great Provocalſ” 
tions fer Him a thinking; and be was call 


himſelf, 


He had a noble Fortune, of wich ba 
took ſuch Care as a Wiſe Man ſhonſd 
He underſtood Husbandry and Improve, 
ments excellently, and every Place where 
he came was the better for bim. But tho 
he Was careful to preſerve his Eſtate, he 
was. no ways'anxious bee it. He 
kept 4 557 % 05 plentiful Table, and 
was pleaſed"to ſee'ir well fil; tie had! 
great Number of Servants, and daily em 
loyd ſeveral Tradeſmen and many La 
urers. So that of his whole Yearly In 
come he ſay d little ar (he Yeats end, not 
above two or three Hundred Pounds. Thi 
will app 945501 ro moſt People, who 
generally belfev d- that he fay'd "great 


Sums: 


. 
- 
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ums: But I know whatlI ſay, and it is 


ai from che Prana Lai as Ic 


10 his Family, 0 hich' | mention lab, 

ecauſe it is the laſt Thing a Wiſe Man 
im ill value himſelf upon; it is one of the 
ncienteſt in England, aud is allied; 
is Anceſtor came over with V 427 455 


Norman, and there has iel 

n the Name ever ſince, e le 17017 h 
and his three Siſters are his ee. 1 
now but one Family now remaining of 
he Name, Mr. George Trenchard's 7 Dor- 
ſerſbire, a Member of the 17 m- 
mons; and I belieye the Eſtate i ud 
amilies, is worth near Ten Thout 
Pounds a Year. . ally | 


He died of an Ulcer 3 in the Kidnies, 
after an, Illneſs of five Weeks and ſome 
Pays. He died like a Wiſe Mane, with 
great Relignation and Calmneſs of 8 paris, 
and withdut one Struggle or Con vulſio 
he Day before he died, he talk d to me 
nuch and often of zu Affair which. re- 
2 myſelf, and which, were Ito men- 
| Lon ,, would ſhew the great. Cone ern 
8 17 0 0 xaels he had fo me. -He died 
in the fifry fich Year of his Age. 1 law 
him expire, and theſe as help'd to 
loſe his Eyes; the del Office that ever 
hey perform'd; 9 In 


/ 


es. L 
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Neri Tbe FR EFACE 
ef 3 nr a 1118 WEL, 1 108 Ps off 
In bis belfon ie bikes trong, well 
Man, but of a y Conſtitution, 
bak overt berfet Heath, He cough 
tod much, and with tov much Soliciry 
This wirhour doubr impatr'd,. and at la 
wore out the Springs of Life: The Vigout 
and Activity o his Head 'caus'd him mai 
ny Body A Neat Whatever he. did 
he did intenfely, and no Man Was ev 
mote turn'd for the hoc agere. —— Verſe 
tile Ingenium ſic pariter ad omnia fit, ut na 
115 ad id uni iceres, quodcunque” eres 
He had a m anly Pace. and. a fair fan 
Comp lexiun; regular Peatares, a Tock 
of fer 00d Ky and 2 Rrely Black 


Eye, ſo full of Fire, that ſeveral People | 


have. told me. they could not bear to look 
Him in the Face, I have heard the ſame 
Obligritioer ume of his Father, ho, b 

all Acrourms e be moch 


A 40 dts 4 116 nd] 
Abiliries, exrraveditiary Virtues, and lit- 
tle 1178 54 155 15 — from good 


10 from the 
Gage d his Reſent- 
Feat 1 9 pa, 5, 00 en his Heart 
Abhort d. 1 will end 125 Charakter, as 


Livy does thar "of Cicero. The Words are 
Ex- 


xl 
E. 
＋ 


ga 
he 


The PREFACE lit 
xtremely pertinent —— Vir magnus, acer, 


emorabiles fuit, & in cujus laudes exſequen- 
, Cicerone laudatore opus fuerit. | 


ua Thus much, T hope, I may be permitted 
ou have ſaid of this great and upright 


an, and my excellent Friend, before the 
llowing Work; and much more I could 
ave ſaid. His Character was as little known 
his Name was much. Many ſorts of Men 
nd Cauſes combin'd to — him 
Some were provok'd by his honeſt Free- 
om; others emulated his Reputation 
me traduc'd him through Prejudice, 
1cfome through Folly. But no good Man 
hat knew him thoroughly cou'd be his 
nemy; and what Enemies he had, Ma- 
— or Miſinformation, or his own Virtue 
RENACEC. . ms 


The World has few ſuch Men as Mr. 
renchard; and few Men in it will be 
ils'd fo much. His Parts, his Spirit and 
is Probity will be remember'd, and per- 
aps wanted, when the Prejudices rais'd 
gainſt him will be dead and forgot with 
nt- Ihe Paſſions that rais'd them. 
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sl have heard, with Con- 
oO ZAIH cern, the Report of our 
being in Danger of loſing 
Gibraltar, lately reviv'd ; 
| ſo I had no ſmall Pleaſure 

do ſee, in the Generali 
of the People, a juſt Senſe 
of the great Importance of 
that Place to the Trade 


NF 


Ons 
I, B for 
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2 CATOs LETTERS. 
for giving it up: I ſay, excepting ſuch a con. 


temptible few, I defy thoſe, who for vile Ends, : 
or to make good vile Dangers, would glad + 
have it ſurrender'd, to pick out of all the Ne 
ple of England, One honeſt, rational, e 
intereſted Man to concur with them in it. 
Thank God, in ſpite of the Folly of Partien 
and the Arts of Betrayers, we fee in all Men Hu 
ſteady, warm, and unanimous Spirit for the g. 
Preſervation of Gibraltar; and I hope to ſei}, 
ſhortly the Time, when we ſhall, with the ſam y; 
Frankneſs and Unity, exerciſe our Reaſon ani to 
our Eyeſight in other Matters, in which willy, 
are at preſent miſled, either by Infatuation vi 
falſe Intereſt, | * 
There are two Things which ſurprize me ill fee 


the many Apprehenſions we have had abou no 
Gibraltar, The firſt is, the great Diffidence mi ſuc 
nifeſted by ſuch Fears: Men muſt be far gona 
in Diſtruſt, before they could come to ſuſpedMWpy; 
that their Superiors could ever grow ſo much Me 
indifferent about a Place of ſuch Conſequena / 
to their Country; and to 7 them capabi apt 
- of giving it up, is to ſuppoſe them capable ¶ the. 
giving up Portſmouth, nay, England it ſelf. SudWmal 
Suppoſitions muſt therefore be unjuſt, and thWſuct 
Heighth of Ignorance or Spleen. Can it ll 4 
imagined, that Men of Honour would forkis, t 
their Reputation, Patriots ſacrifice a Bulwaſ Nconc 
of their Country, or wiſe Men venture th hof 32 
Has, by ſuch a traiterous, ſhameful and dai bal: 

erous dStep * done 
r But, ſay ſome, perhaps it will be ſuffer d Mar 
be taken by Surprize; and then all the Blam have 
will only reſt upon ſome obſcure Officer, our ( 
ip ogy ; | m 
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may eaſily be given up or kept out of the way, 
while thoſe who contriv'd the Roguery, and felt 
the Reward of it, will be as loud in their Re- 
ſentments, as others who love their Country well 
enough to grieve for its Diſgrace or its Loſſes. 
know, indeed, all this has been ſaid more 


than 'once, and ſome plauſible Circumſtances 
urged, to ſhew. that it was not abſolutely 
groundleſs. But, alas, what a poor Plot would 
here be! A Farce of Treachery and Nonſenſe, 
viſible to the weakeſt of Mankind, and only. fit 
to raiſe Hatred and Contempt towards the 
wretched Framers of it: This would be to deal 
with us as with a Nation of Ideots, blind and 
inſenſible, who can neither ſee Day. light, nor 
feel Injuries, nor return inſolent Uſage. No, 
no, we are not as yet to be hoodwink'd by 
ſuch thin Schemes : We can ask, if need were, 
Wa few plain Queſtions, which would eafily 
puzzle ſuch feeble Politicians ; but at preſent 
we have no Occaſion. 
nal All this, however, ſhews how much we are 
abi apt to ſuſpe& foul Play in this, and many o- 
e ther Caſes of the like Nature; nor ſhall I now 
maliciouſly enquire, to what prevailing Cauſe 
ſuch Diſtruſt is to be aſcribed. WH: 
Another thing at which I am apt to wonder 
Mis, that, conſidering how much our Credit is 
oncerned to clear our ſelves from the Charge 
Wot any baſe Purpoſe, of being willing that Gi- 
Wra/tar ſhould be given away; we have not yet 
done it, at leaſt in any publick and ſatisfactory 
Manner. The miſtaken People will ſay, and 
have ſaid, that our Silence is a Confeſlion of 
our Guilt ; and that if their Cenſures and Sup- 
| B 2 poſitions 
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poſitions had not been juſt, it was in our Pow: 
er publickly to have contuted and remov'd them; 
neither of which we have done, but ſuffered 
Them to remain under painful Fears, and Our 
ſelves under the Suſpicion of neither regarding 
their Intereſt, 'nor their Eaſe, nor our own 
Credit. _— 

Why did you not, ſay they, tell all the 
World how much you were wrong'd, and be. 
ly'd in a Declaration, ſaid to be the Regent 
of France, which expreſly aſſerted, that a Bar: 
gain was made to give away Gibraltar? Why 
did you not demonſtrate, that you were at leaſt 
as willing to preſerve your own Towns, as te 
conquer Countries for other People, who ar: 
remarkable for _ 2 as little Service a 
they poſſibly can? Why did — ſuffer it to 
be ſuggeſted, with the leaſt Colour of Probabi 
lity, that you would rather throw away what 
was your own, than to procure for Foreign A 
lies, at your Expence, what was none of theirs] 
Why do we fight, why conquer, if we mu 
thus condeſcend to implore the Vanquiſh'd 
— to grant Peace to us the Conquero 
for which we will 7 pay them with Pa 

of our Dominions ? And how came Foreigt 
States, moſt of them Slaves, to be more in you 
Favour, than old England, which is a Nurſer 
of Freemen ? 

All theſe are malicious Queſtions, tho 
hope groundleſs; but as they are propoſed by 
many Thouſands of his 2 Liege Subj on | 
in a modeſt and ſerious Way, methinks ie 
would be a ſeaſonable Piece of Diſcretion and 
good Policy, to prove them groundleſs, p 
| 6 
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For God's Sake, let us anſwer, if we can an- 
ſwer; and if our Innocence is to be ſhewn, as 
no doubt it is, let it be ſhewn: It will not even 
be enough,. that Gibraltar is never given up, but 
we ought to purge our ſelves from the Imputa- 


tion of ever having entertain'd ſo criminal an 
ntention. If we can do this, it will recover 


have loſt by not doing of it. I therefore hope, 
and humbly propoſe, that we may ſoon ſee 
ſome able and ſagacious Pen, inſtead of ma- 
ing Odes for us, make Apologies for us; which 
Heaven of its Infinite Mercy grant, cc. 
In the mean time, permit me to give here 
hree unanſwerable Reaſons why Gibraltar can- 
ot either be given up, or taken: 
Firſt, Becauſe Secretary Grimaldo ſays it. 
ne It would make Sou: /- Sea Stock fall; 


ee ee 
Thirdly and laſtly, We have wiſe and honeſt 

| | TI am, &c. 
* NN 


. HE terrible Circumſtances of our Frexch 
by Neighbours, under the Plague in ſome 
+1 laces, expecting it in others, and dreading it 

n all, is a loud Warning to us, to take all Ex- 

5 'Wcdients and poſſible Precautions againſt ſuch 

and formidable Calamity. 


Fe B 4 We 


5s ſome Part of the Credit and Confidence we 
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We have already had, and ſtill have, a Con- 
tagion of another Sort, more univerſal, and leſs 
merciful, than that at Marſeilles : The latter has 

deſtroy'd, we are told, about ſixty thouſand 

Lives; ours has done worſe, it has render'd a 

much greater Number of Lives miſerable, who 

want but the Sickneſs to finiſh their Calamity ; 
either by rendering it compleat, or by putting 
an End to them and that together. 

Indeed, had the Alternative been offer'd 
half a Year ago, I think it would: have been a 
Symptom of Wiſdom in us, to have choſen 
rather to fall by the Hand of God, than by the 
execrable Arts of Stock-Jobbers : That we are 
fallen, is a ſorrowful Truth, not only viſible in 
every Face you meet, but in the ion oi 
our Trade, the Glory and Riches of our Na 
tion, and the Livelihood of the Poor. 

But Complaining goes not mend the Matter 
and yet what fen Heart can avoid Cor 
plaining, when he hears his dear Country, whoid 

Country, a potent Nation, a Nation happy in it 

Climate, in its Prince, and in its Laws, groaning 

under mighty Evils, brought _ it 0 
and contemptible Hands, and apprehending 

Evils ſtill more mighty? This gives Bitternef 

to a human Spirit, tho* it ſuffers no other wiſe 

than by Sympathy: Is there no Way left al 

doing our ſelves Juſtice, and has the Death ol 

our Proſperity extinguiſh'd all Senſe of out 

Injuries ? 3 
*Tis true, it is both prudent and religious it 

private Perſons, to ſtifle the Notionsof Revenge 

and calmly to expect Reparation from God and 
the Law: But Jealouſy.and Revenge, in 5 —— 
. coplt 


>*% * . 
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people, when they are abus; d, are laudable and 


< politick Virtues ; without which they will ne- 
er thrive, never be eſteem'd. How far they 
nd {re to carry their Refentments, I do not pro- 


12 ounce: The Meaſures of ir muſt be deter- 
bol pin'd by Circumſtances ; but ſtill, keen Re- 
entment ought to be ſhewn, or ſome Puniſh- 
zent, or Puniſhments, inflicted: When the 
ignity, or Intereſt, of a Nation is at Stake, 
lercy may be Cruelty. a ; 

To this Spirit of Jealouſy and Revenge, was 
ormerly the Roman Commonwealth beholden 
or the long Prefervation of its Liberty ; and 
nce, the Venetian Commonwealth owes its Pre- 
ervation to the ſame Spirit; and Liberty will 
ever ſubſiſt long where this Spirit is not: For 
f any Crimes againſt the Publick may be com- 
nitted with Impans be tempted to 
ommit the great a that of - 
aking themſelves Maſters of the State; and 
_ xk AF 3 it is — 

| Cefar thought might do- 
hat he had ſeen Marius and Sylla do before 
im, and fo enſlav'd his Country: Whereas, 
ad they been hang'd, he would, perhaps, 
erer have attempted it. 

I bring theſe Examples to prove, that Na- 
ons ſhould be quick in their Reſentments, and 
vere in their Judgments. As never Nation 
as more abus d than ours has been of late by 
e dirty Race of Money Changers; ſo never Na- 
on could, with a better Grace, more juſtice, 
greater Security, take its full Vengeance, 

an ours can, upon its deteſted Foes. Some- 

mes the Greatnefs and Popularity of the Of- 
B 4 fenders 
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fenders make ſtrict Juſtice unadvifeable, be 
cauſe unſafe ; but here it is not fo vou may 
| or preſent, load every Gallows (in England 
with Directors and Stock-Jobbers, without tb ti 
Aſſiſtance of a Sheriffs Guard, or ſo much as: 
Sigh from an Old Woman, tho? accuſtom! 
perhaps to ſhed Tears at the untimely Demiſc 
of a common Felon or Murderer. A thouſand 
Stock-Jobbers, well truſs'd up, beſide the divertMr:; 
ing Sight, would be a cheap Sacrifice to th 
Manes of Trade; and one certain Expedient ti 
ſoften the Rage of the People; and to convince 
them, that the future Direction of their Wealt 
and Eſtates ſhall be put in the Hands of thoſe ha 
who will as effectually ſtudy to promote thun 
General Benefit and Publick Good, as othe 
have, lately, moſt infamouſly ſacrificed Both t 


their own priv:te Adyantage, aamething 3s e. 
tainly dun , mer be Reſur 
Tonelty and Indulffy can never Mies 


10 5 

zop'd for, while this Sort of Vermin is ſuffer Moe 
to crawl about, tainting our Air, and putting im 
every thing out of Courſe; ſubſiſting by Lie 
and aeg vile Tricks, low in their Ni 
ture, and miſchievous in their Conſequences. Wnal 
That a Multitude of Familes are ruin'd, ani hei 
ſuddenly ſunk. from plentiful Circumſtances to 
abject . is affecting and lamentable What 
tho? perhaps all owing to their own raſh Con Mert 


fidence in the Management of known Knaves Wtoc 

That innocent Children, born, as they imagi 

ned, to fair Fortunes, and brought up accord 

- ingly, muſt now want Bread, or beg it, is 
Caraltrophe that muſt pierce every tender Heart, 

and pr 


uce Pity and Tears: But to ſee one's 
f Country 
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ountry labouring under all the ſad Symptome 
pf Diſtreſs, without the Violence of War, 
ithout the diabolical Refinements of able Po- 
iticians; but purely from the dull Cunning of 
nferior Rogues, void of Bravery, void of 
\bilities ; Wretches that would run away in 
he Field, and be deſpiſed in Aﬀemblies; this 
s what ſhould turn Pity into Rage, and Grief 
nto Vengeance, | | 

For a Nation to ſuffer it ſelf to be ill uſed; 
s of dangerous Example ; whether thoſe that 
ſe it ill be its Neighbours or its Natives: Pa- 
tence, in this Caſe, invites freſh Injuries ; and 
hat People, who would not bear many unjuſt 
Burthens, muſt not bear one. 

A Country, as I ſaid 29 ought to do it 
elf Juſtice with Speed, as well as with Vigour : 
Delay has often render d à Cure impoſſible in 

e Body Politick, as well as in Human Bo. 
ies: By Delays, the Edge of Reſentment 
r oes off, and the Offender has Leiſure to fortify 
imſelf by new Rogueries. 

I would therefore have my Countrymen take 
N of the Humour they are in, and 
nake a Virtue of their preſent Anger. Let 
hem rouze the bold Spirit of a free Nation; 
and ſhew, by all Lawful and Loyal Means, 
hat they, who always ſcorned to be the Pro- 
perty of Tyrants, will not be the Prey of 
Fock Jobber, 1 

I am, &c. 


BS SIR, 
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SIX, 
Man robb'd in his Houſe, or on the Hi 
: way, receives from the Law all pofſi 
Satisfaction: He has the Reſtitutiom of | hi 
Goods again, where it can be made; and ht 
has the Life of the Offender, if he can be ap 
—— ; and then there is a plentiful Re 
ard — for every ſuch Apprehenſion. E 
this ſalutary Method, Vengeance is at ond 
taken for the Crime committed, and a terribli 
Example made of its Author, to prevent its 
de L in he great Rule in every Conn 
e Law is the great Rule in every Country 
at leaſt in every free Country, by which pn 
vate Property is aſcertain'd, and the Publick 
Good, which is the great End of all Laws, 
ſecured; and the religious Obſervance of thi 
Rule, is what alone makes the Difference be 


tween good Laws and none. The Terror an W. 
Sanctity of the Laws, are ſhewn by the Exe ma 
cution of them; and to a Contempt of the can 
Laws, or to a direct diſpenſing wih them of 
have been owing moſt of the Shocks and Re Co 
volutions, that we have, for many Ages car. 
ſuſtain'd in England. Ima 

Some Laws are, indeed, unwarily made, be agg 
ing procured by Paſſion, Craft, or Surprize W Var 
but ſuch are generally either ſuffered ro wayWillu 
obſolete, or are repealed, as we have ſeen ii ſibl. 


many Inſtances, and may yet ſee in more. J 
. | 1 
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But I ſpeak here of thoſe Laws which have 
direct and known Tendency to ſecure to us 
what we have, and to preſerve us what we are: 
free People are kept fo, by no other Means, 
but an equal Diſtribution of Property; every 
Man, who has a Share of Property, haves 
ghifWproportionable Share of Power; and the firſt 
eeds of Anarchy, (which, for the moſt part, 
nds 1 roduced from hence, that 
dme are ungovernably rich, and many more 
niſerably poor; that is, ſome are Maſters of all 
cans of 5 $087 299 and others want all the 
Means of Self defence. 
What Progreſs we have lately made in Eng- 
, towards ſuch a bleſſed State of Confuſion 
in hand Miſery, by the Credulity of the People, 
hrowing their All upon the Mercy of baſe- 
ſpirited, hard- hearted Villains, miſchievoufly 
ruſted with a Power to undo them, is too 
manifeſt from the woful Condition we are in: 
The Ruin is general, and every Man has the 
miſerable Conſolation to ſee his Neighbour un- 
done ; for as to that Claſs of Ravens, whoſe 
Wealth has coſt the Nation its All, as they are 
xeWMmanifeſlt Enemies to God and Man, no Man 
can call them his Neighbours; they are Rogues 
of Prey, they are Stock-Jobbers, - they are a 
Conſpiracy of Stock-Jobbers ! A Name which 
carries along with it ſuch a deteſtable deadly 
Image, that it exceeds all human Invention to 
de aggravate it; nor can Nature, with all her 
e Variety and Stories, furniſh out any Thing to 
ol illuſtrate its Deformities by; nay, it gains vi- 
able Advantage by the worſt Compariſons you 
can make: Your Terror leſſens, when you 


ut liken 
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liken them to Crocodiles and Cannibals, wht 
feed, for Hunger, on human Bodies. wy 
Theſe Monſters, therefore, ſtand ſingle in 
the Creation : 1 are Stock- jobbers; they 
have ſerv'd a whole People, as Satan ſerv 
Fob}, and fo far the Devil is injur'd, by any 
7 you can make between him and them. 

Well; but Monſters as they are, what would 
you do with them? The Anſwer is ſhort and 
at hand, Hang them; for whatever they de 
ſerve, I would have no new Tortures invented, 
Nor any new Death deviſed. In this, I think, 
I ſhew Moderation; let them only be hang d 
but hang'd ſpeedily. As to their Wealth, as 
it is the manifeſt Plunder of the People, let it 
be reſtor'd to the People, and let the Publick 
be their Heirs : The only Method by which 
the Publick-is ever like to get Millions by them, 
or indeed any thing. 

But, ſay ſome, - Mi did you ever ſee Rogues, 
cover'd with Wealth, brought to the Axe or the 
Gallows? I own the Example is rare, more 
is the Shame of this Nation, which has had 
ſuch rich Temptations, and ſuch frequent Op- 
portunities ; we have had publick Guilt in abun- 
dance, God knows, often protected by Party, and 
often by Money. Faction on one ſide, and Riches 
on the other, have, as it were, made à Lane 
for the great Criminals to eſcape. But all theſe 
Eſcapes, which are, indeed, our Reproach, can- 
not give any Ground to fear a preſent one. 

This Nation has formerly been bought and 
fold ; but Arts were us'd to blind the People's 


Eyes, and the Effects of the Jreachery were n 


not 1mmediately felt ; and we know that the Won, 
; Reſent· 
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Reſentment of: the Vulgar never follows from 
their Underſtanding, or their Reflection, but from | 
their Feeling: A Pick. pocket may tickle a 4 
plain Fellow's Ear, till he has got his Purſe ; * 


n. We have felt our Pockets pick'd, and we 
na now who have done it: Vengeance abides them. 
nd 1 am told, ſome of them have the Face to pre- 
de: tend, that they ought not to be put to Death; 


but we hope the Legiſlature will effectually con- 
ince them, that this their Partiality to them- 


elves is groundleſs: All their Hopes of Safety 


uſt conſiſt in their Money; and without 


Queſtion, they will try to make the Wages of 


heir Villainy protect their Villainy. But I can- 
ot ſee how any Sums can ſave them ; for as 


m, hey have robbed and cheated all Men, except 
heir Accomplices, ſo all Men are concern'd to 
es, Nee Juſtice done to themſelves ; and if the ordi- 
the ary Channels of Juſtice could be ſtopp'd by 
ore Wags of Money, or by Partherſhip in original 
ad Built, the inraged, the abus'd People, might 
p- e prompted by their uppermoſt Paſſion, and 
un- Naving their Reſentment heighten'd by Diſap- 
nd ointment, might, it is to be fear'd, have re- 
hes Nourſe to extraordinary Ways; Ways that are 
ane N ften ſucceſsful, tho? never juſtifiable. 
jeſe Here are no Parties in this Caſe to diſguiſe 
an - ruth, and obſtruct Juſtice ; the Calamity is 
eneral, and fo is the Reſentment : All are Suf- 
and Wrers ; All will be Profecutors. The Cry for 
le's Muſtice is loud and united; if it be baulk'd, I 
ere Nun propheſy no Good from fo cruel an Omiſ- 
on, | | 
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IF this mighty, this deſtructive Gullt, wen 
ro find — nothing remains, but that 
every Villain of a daring or avaricious Spi. 
rit may grow a Great Rogue, in order to be 3 
Great Man : When a People can no longer ex- 
— Redreſs of publick and heavy Evils, no 
atisfact ion from — and bitter Injuries, 
hideous is the Proſpect they have before them, 
If they will tamely ſuffer a Fall from Plenty to 
Beggary, they may ſoon expect another, and a 
worle, from that to Slavery: But I hope bet. 
ter Things of England. | 
I have before my Eyes a wiſe beneficent Prince 
a rms and _ ſpirited Parliament, an 
able diſintereſted Miniſtry ; all contending with 
each other for the Wealth, the _ the Li. 
berty of their Country : And I have before my 
— on a brave and honeſt People, Lovers 0 
rade and Induſtry, free of their Money, and 
well-deſerving of the 9 paſſionate fo 
Liberty, and Haters of Chains; but deluded 
drained of their Money, and abuſed beyond 
Patience, beyond Expreſſton, by mean Sharper: 
that ſwagger in the Plunder of their Country. 
Where therefore there is ſo much Wee 
and there are ſo many good Diſpoſitions to helj 
us on one Side; ſuch loud and melancholly Call 
for that Help, on another Side; and ſuch ope 
ſuch execrable, ſuch publick Crimes from 
third Quarter ; we may hope every thing fron 
the ſpeedy Meeting of the King and Parliament 
They are our Pretefors, and we truſt they do ni 
bear the Sword in vain. 
I doubt not but many Schemes will be lait 
before them, ſome of them deſign'd for a Soure 
Ol 
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er ef new Rogireries, and to prevent Eqquirirs 
hack +10 the ofd nes. Tt ſhall Be che Buſineſs theres 


ore of this Me gr to watch and examine ſich: 
Schemes; ard to eondemm them, or retom- 
zend them, juſt as they deſerve. | 

have, you ſee, taken the Guilt of our Fray- 


ic ors for granted, as I think all Men do: But bes 
m aufe they ſhall have all fair Play, I underraſte 
to 


ereafter, if it is found neceſfary, to prove it, 
an Induction of Particulars. I 
7 am, &e. 


LL Men are now taught, by miſerable 
Experience, that the Project of the South- 
Fea, through the hard-hearted Knavery of ſome, 
ho have been in the Direction of it, and 
hrough the Folly, or rather Diſtraction of the 
People, has not anſwered the good and wiſe 
nds defign'd by the Parliament; but inſtead 
I has _ i of 1 pag 
well meaning „to glut Harpies an 
ick Robbers with Millions: Unhappy Fate of 
poor England, worthy of a better ! For This, 
n rade has been neglected : For This, Induſtry 
ron liſcourag d: For This, Honeſty abandon'd : 
For This, Credit undone; and all that Stock- 
obbers might makeFortunes, and fmall Sharpers 
grow mighty Men. 
Every one, therefore, ſeems to agree, that 
omething is neceſſary to be done, in a legal 


Way, 


1ent 
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ick Honour and nenn er provide ready © _ © 
Remedies for private Injuſtice and Oppreflion ; 
nd to protect the Innocent and Helpleſs from 
being deſtroy'd by Fraud and Rapine. 

But National Credit can never be ſupported 
hy lending Money without Security, or draw- 
ng in other People to do fo ; by railing Stocks 
nd Commodities, by Artifice and Fraud, to 
Innatural and imaginary Values; and conſe- 
uently delivering up helpleſs Women and Or- 
dhans, and the ignorant and unwary, but in- 

W uſt rious Subject, to be devour'd by Pick-pockets 
ndStock-jobbers; a ſort of Vermin that are bred 
nd nouriſh'd in the Corruption of the State. 

This is a Method, which, inſtead of preſerving 


ay | 
ve the ot 
xpect, that no ects will be counte 
erdhadber Trade, dr which cauſe Monopolies, 
o prejudice or which c b 
r. ſet up excluſive Companies; and that nc 
Privileges or Advantages be granted, for w 
eady Money might be got. . 


. 


Some People have the Aſſurance to publiſh 


for E a certain Set of Stock- 


P 
ty | 
obbers, whole F 


aith and Modeſty are nom 
C wall 


0 4 * 
* . . . 


x3 CATOSs LETT ERS. 

well known and felt, expect, among othe 
Gifts from the Publick, that the Iſland d 
St. Chriſtophers ſhould be given them, as a fur 

ther Expedient to get more Wealth to the 
ſelves, and leave the Nation none. Now 
St. Chriſtophers is worth three hundred thouſand 
Pounds Sterling, and will yield fo much: 80 
that to preſent them with this Iſland, would 
be juſt making them a Preſent of three hundred 
thouſand Pounds; a Sum almoſt ſufficient tc 
make the Fortune of an Under South-Sea Clerk; 
but ſuch a Sum as this poor Nation cannot at 

preſent ſpare. 186; | 
I hope, therefore, that it will no longer be 
impudently alledged, that by parting with ſuch 
Gifts, we loſe nothing; ſince that alone 1 
worth nothing, for which: nothing can be got 
Bur the Caſe is otherwiſe here; and from the 
Nature of our publick Gaming, and the Spiri 
of the worthy Sharpers who direct it, I dare 
pronounce before- hand, that every Scheme that 
may themſelves propoſe, to make their Bubble 
their Roguery thrive again, will ſtill be 
built upon the further Expence, and furthet 

Loſs and Miſery of theſe unhappy Nations. 
If our Money is gone, thank God, our Eyes 
are left; and ſharpened by Experience and Ad. 
verſities, we can ſee through Diſguiſes, and 

will be no more amaz'd with Moon - ſnine. 

The Nation and Parliament have been abus 
and they will undoubtedly be reveng d; they 
will not be put off with dark Juggling, and 
knaviſh Projects, to ſtifle Reſentments, and di- 
vert due Vengeance: There is no attending to 
any new Schemes, till the Publick mung 
Eunun d, 


CATOSLETTERS „ R8©* 
niſh'd, with whom there can never be any 
ccommodation. | 5 2 75 
To begin then, in the firſt Place, with the 
riminals, will ſhew that we are in earneſt 
hampions for — for Trade, and for 
e Nation, all oppreſſed by Money-Leaches. 
l other Remedies will be Mountebank Ne- 
edies: It would be Madneſs to concert new 
hemes, liable to new Abuſes, without firſt 
ding Juſtice to the Abuſers of the old; Im- 
unity for paſt Crimes is a Warrant to commit 
ore, eſpecially when they are gainful. 
Such mighty Miſchiefs as theſe Men have- 
one, will be but meanly attoned for by ſuch 
famous Lives, unleſs their Eſtates are alſo 
pnfiſcated ; and even theſe, great as they are, 
ill repair but Part of our Misfortunes. But 
hat we can have of them, ler us have; their 
Jo begin With any ot ject, 7 
ike for a Confetiion, that there is a — * to 
e them; and to what that muſt be owing, 
e all know; and what further Evils it ey 
roduce, may even ſurpaſs our Fears, tho' al- 
4 great: But a Method of 7 
fly enter d upon, and impartially carry 

ough, will give us Patience under our Bur- 
ens, baniſh all our Fears, give Credit to che 
blick Proceedings, and reſtore Hope to the 
Inoft deſpaiting | le. 6 


| SIR, 
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| hitherto quietly groan'd under the mercileſ 


accompliſh'd, the Parliament are juſt. upa 
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| beſt and only Reaſons out of their Purſes, 
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he — 


ARG: 


* 3 HIS great Nation, undone by deſpici 
ble Stock-jobbers and their Abettors, h 


Hands of its Pillagers, and liv'd for ſom 
Months upon the pure Hopes of Redreſs. We 
look'd towards the Parliament : His Majeſty 
and his Miniſtry being abſent, and buſied wit 
the Affairs of this Kingdom Abroad, and in thy 
glorious Aims of ſettling the Peace of Exrojy 
and ſtrengthning the Proteſtant Intereſt, 

The firſt Part of our Hopes is now almol 


meeting; and never, ſure, did ever Seſſion ope 
with greater Expectation, or more to do 
Every thing is turn'd topſy-turvy ; and th 
Nation thrown into Convulſions, is waiting fc 
the healing Hand of its Repreſentatives. 
Many ients will, no doubt, be offere 
without Doors; calculated, in Appearance, . 
improve the Stock, but, in Reality, deſign" 
to fave the Directors. This is to begin at th 


wrong End. To pretend to form Schemes fat ＋ 
the encreaſing of Credit, before the Deſtroye 41 
the Cannibals of Credit, are honeſtly and oper bal 


ly kung up to its Manes, X. ſome ſort, tt 
confels; that we had our Inſtructions and Pc 
liticks from the Criminals themſelves, and ou 


0, 
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Or if we are not thus wicked, we would, at 
eſt, be miſerably weak to fall into ſuch a pre- 
dofterous Method; and whether great and ge- 
eral Calamities have their Root in Roguery 
r Folly, is all one to a Nation. 1 

In ſpight of all the Remedies that can be 
oply'd, Multitudes will ſtill remain undone 
-yond all Remedy: Nay, for ought I can ſee, 
ere is no practical Remedy at all for what is 
aſt, ſo effectual has been the Roguery on one 
ide, and fo rivetted is the Ruin on the other. 
All, therefore, that ſeems to me to be left, 
en to the united Wiſdom of Great. Britain, is 
e Cure of Prevention, to ſtop the Progreſs of 
e Contagion, to take care that thoſe which 
ave already ſuffer'd, ſhall ſuffer no more, nor 
ake new Sufferers : It is certain that all Men 
ave ſuffer'd in one Senſe or other, the Crimi- 
als excepted. Ir is hop'd that the miſerable 
eople will now be honour'd with their good 
ompany ; and that the Box 'on the Ear 
hich wantonly began from them, will in ood 
neſt be returned to them, and end with them. 
is ſome Conſolation to the Inhabitants of a 
illage, who have been bit all round by a mad 
Wog, to ſee the Director of the Poiſon, and the 
Wuthor of their Pain and Danger, honeſtly 
ng-up, or knock'd on the Head. 

The prevailing Woe which has long raged, 
dd ſtill fits hard and heavy upon us, has cer- 
" Winly ſome Authors, and the Directors are ge- 
rally taken to be theſe Authors; and if they 
We duly and publickly puniſh'd, they will con- 
ue to be taken for the only Authors. But 
there is nothing done to them, or nothing 


ctually 
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effectually done to them, we ſhall natural 
look further, and make bold to know, that th 


they have been Rogues, yer that others h 
been greater than they; that others have d 


ar the Directors, and were Partners in t . 
poil. | le 

But if they ſtand lingle, and are found thor 
only and original Plunderers of their CountnWi!l 
they will infallibly be given up to publick a i 
crying Vengeance; not only by the Rules fl / 
Guilt, but of good Policy. A more populWut 


Thing cannot be done, nor indeed ſo popul 
a Thing. The Bleilings of the People, a 
the univerſal AﬀeCtions of Great Britain, wi 
be ſome of the Rewards attending upon tha 
who will be the generous Authors of public 
Juſtice, upon the deteſtable Authors of public 
and intenſe Miſery. 

J will never ſuppoſe that any Men, or eve 
one Man in any publick Station, did by a 
Means join with Stock-jobbers to undo the 
Country; much leſs enabled Stock-jobbers 1 
undo their Country, and ſupported them wh 
they were about it. It would be melanche 
and terrible, indeed, to imagine that any pul 
lick Men, at leaſt, any Man concern'd in t 
Finances, or ſet over any Part of the publid 
Money, by which publick Credit is circulate 
and ſuſtain d, ſhould, in Defiance of his pul 
lick Truſt, put himſelf at the Head of a Co 
ſpiracy of Stock- jobbers, who were with me 
cileſs and unclean Hands rifling the Public 
itſelf, ingroſſing all its Wealth, and deltroyin 
at once, all publick and private Faith. 


Sud 


CATOs LETTERS. 23 
Such unprecedented Treachery, ſuch over- 
rown Guilt, can never be ſuppoſed. Our Cor- 
uptions cannot be yet become ſo bold and bare- 
iced, nor we ſo tame. The Ting rhanpan, 
y being ſo very monſtrous, muſt be impoſſi- 
le, whatſoever Suggeſtions there may be to the 
ontrary ; which, were they true, could not 
ail of calling down double and conſpicuous Pu- 
iſhment upon ſuch a Verres. 

As to thoſe, who lately encouraged a Scheme, 
ut of an honeſt Purpoſe to relieve the Publick, 
nd pay off its Debts, they ought, and no 
Doubt will be the firſt and the moſt active to 
»venge the Publick upon thoſe, who, inſtead 
f relieving it, have brought the Publick into 
ch doleful and dying Diſtreſs. 

By this, they will farther evince the Honeſt 
f that Purpoſe, and merit ſtill more to condu 
ur Aﬀairs; and which will undoubtedly be 
zmembred by the honeſt Freeholders of Eng- 
nd at a proper Seaſon in their Favour : Our 
yes are upon them, our Confidence is in 
em, and we wiſh them good Succeſs in this 
reat Tryal of Integrity and publick Spirit. 

| foreſee that there will be many who will be 


ud in their Call for publick Juſtice, and yet 
blidWe the firſt to prevent it. Their Avarice will 
ladWrm their Tongues with Zeal, and a proper 


reſent diſarm it of its Eloquence. However, 
e Outſide of publick Spirit will ſtill be kept 
n; they will be ſure to cry out to the laſt for 
Puniſhment, for ſevere Puniſhment ; but they 
ill be as ſure to find fault with every Expedi- 
nt propoſed for inflicting it. 1 could name 
me worthy Patriots, of many Words, and 
great 
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t won, ws, who will act this Farce rarely 
t will not be the firſt time What is hu 
mane Life, but a Maſquerade? and what is c 
vil Society, but a mock Alliance between Hj 
pocriſy and Credulity ? 

Magna & miſera — eodem 1 tant asl 
Jurias tantumq; pudorem paſſa, inter Vinios, Fa 
beos, — Aſiaticos, varia & pudenda ſor 
agebat; donec ſucceſſere Mucianus, & Marcellu 
& magis alii homines quam alii mores. 

Theſe are the Words of a great Ancient, (ig 
nal for his Wiſdom and ſtrong Obſervation 
Had he lived now, and written in Engliſh, h 
would have written thus. 

Ob London! Oh England! Oh my County 
How great! And yet how miſerable! What R 
proach, what Calamities, what Ruin has thou ſi 
rained ? Suſtained, in the Space of one ſhort ea 
and leſs than a Year ! Suſtained from the Dregs 
humane Kind ! From Fellows, vile in their Ori 
nal ; and as to their Spirit, Slaves! What off 
brious Deluſions, what deadly Revolutions haſt th 
Suffered to be brought upon thee, by the ignob 
Names, and ſervile Hands of B-—t, Lt 
H —-h, and the like Scum of the Vulgar ! A 
after all this, art thou not yet weary, O my County 
of thy own Shame? Not yet ſatiated with Devaſt6 
tion and Havock And wilt thou yet again try tl 
old Knavery, managed b; new Knaves ? 


J am, &c. 
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World Ta its Credulity. It Dos Donn 
bble from the Beginning; nor js it a bit wiſer! 
but Rill ruus into old: 
res, if they ha ve but new Names ehe. 
ther they have or no. 
Self. Love beguiles Men nts halle Hopes, * 
y will venture to incur a hundred probable: 
ils, to catch one poſſible Good ; nay, they; 
frequently into diſtracted Pains and Exe: 
nces, to gain Advantages which are purely; 
aginary, and utterly impo 1 
Were the Paſſions properly. e A 
uld act rationally ; but by ſuffering one Paſ-. 
to get the better of al — reſt, they act 
dly or ridiculouſly. 
ur prevailing Pailions in England, of late, 
e been Hope, Avarice, and Ambition; which 
re had ſuch a headlong Force upon the Peo- 
that they are become wretched and poor, 
a ravenous Appetite to grow great and rich. 
Fear and Caution were poſtponed; and 
a fanguine Struggle for what we had not, we 
what we had. Could ſuch Courage be in- 
ed by Stock. - A cowardly pen r 
can Tricks und L - 


wy Adventurer in : this mighty Lottery. 
law that many muſt be Loſers, and that 
it was got by one mult be loſt by another; 
OL. I. C but 
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but every Man hoped that Fate would be kin 
er to him in PR, than-to a thouſand ( 


thers; and ſo this mad Hope became gene! 
as are the Calamities which it has produced. 
This ſhews the little Power that Reaſon a 
Truth have over the Paſſions of Men, whe 
they run high. In the lare Revolution! in; 
Alley, Figures and Demonſtration would bly 
told them, and the Directors could have tc 
them, that it was all Phrenzy; and that thy 
were purſuing gilded Clouds, the Compoſiti 
of Vapour and a little Sunſhine; both fleet 
Appafitions! Common Senſe could have tc 
then, that Credit is the moſt uncertain at 
moſt fluctuating Thing in the World, eſpet 
ally when it is applied to Stock-Jobbing ; t. 
it had long before been exalted: higher than 
could well ſtand, even before it was come 
twenty above Par, and therefore always totte 
ed, and was glways tumbling down at eve 
little Accident and Rumour. A Story of 
Spaniſh Frigate, or of a few Thieves in t 
dark Dens of the Highlands, or the Sickneſ 
a foreign Prince, or the Saying of a Broker i 
Coffee Haũſe; all, or any of theſe contemy 
ble aus were able to reduce that ſame Cr 
into a very {lender Figure, and ſometimes wit 
in her old Bounds: But particularly they mit 
have ſeen, that it was now mounted to ſuch 
outragious Height, as all the Silver and G 
in Europe could not ſupport; and there 
when People came in any conſiderable Num 
to ſell, (and to ſell was the whole End of tif 
buying) it would have a dreadful Fall, even to 


cruſhing of the Nation. This has ſince 6 been 


g | | 
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ly happened: Our Hopes, which were 
A 15 bea 1 8 how. wet eh6W nothing 
tt i Face Movurner. 

But in ee YE all this Miſchief,” — 
7 Credulity, by manifeſt and. 1 rounded 
redulity, it is much to be feared that fone: 
tle Art, and big Promiſes, would, make us, 
at it, and grow mad again. This ſeems evi = 
nt, not only from the Folly and Feebleneſs' 
humane Nature, ever the Prey of Craft, and, 
er caught wich Shadows; but from our « 
5 gaping after new Projeas, and our Kag 
ks to run into them. We have been brufel 
a Mortar, but we are not wiſer; while one 
in is yet upon us, we are panting after ano- 
er, perhaps work'd up by the ſame Hands, 
by other Hands with the ſam | Views. th 
O the, Weakneſs and Folly. of It is like 
'hirlpool, which deſtroys and drowns not 
Halves, but when a Part is drawn in, the 
hole follows. 
t Surely the Pleaſure is as great, 
Of being cheated, as to cheat ! 
e Men would not 'be ſuch Dupes, as. every” 
mere they are. Whoever would catch Man- 
d, has nothing to do, but to throw out a 
Wi to their Paſſions, and anfallibly they are 
Property. This Secret is well known to 
rupt Courts, who flatter or frighten their o- 
ing believing Vaſſals into all the Exceſſes of 
wy and Obejſance. By this, Standing, Ar. 
ave been maintained; by This, wild, 
ars have been waged ; and by This, an idle, 
enſfive, abſurd, and cruel n Hierarchy" 


been ſi ted. | 
* C 2 Once 


— = —= 
* 


_ - cajoling. thee, - and picking thy Pocket; 
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Once more, Oo wrerched. Mar Thou vl 
8091 ai of thy own gage and Del 
ſton; even Mountebanks know. this Secret 


worſe than Mountebaiks, 8 Stoc Jobbers kno 


ns 
When ; a People are undone, j it is fome 
tion ta reflect, that they bad no Hand! 
1964 own. Ruin, or did all they could to pn 
t. it, by the heſt Counſel, they could tak 
ory the brayeſt Defence they could mak 
— * poor England! thou haſt not t 
nſolation. Thou haſt not fallen by ab 
Traytors ; thou art not the Victim of dee 
Deſign, or artful Treaſon; nor art thou tl 
Price of Victory in the Field; neither 2 
thou out-witted by the ſubtle Dealers in M 
ſtery and Diſtinction; nor in this Inſt 
deceived by their falſe Alarms. 
No, we have no ſuch palliating RefleQii 
to reconcile us. to our Miſery, or to abate | 
Pangs: To our deathleſs Shame, we are t| 
Ganquelt, the Purchaſe of Stock-Jobbers. : 
Britiſh Lions crouch to a Neſt of Owls ! 
=P urvive the Remembrance without Reveng 
t all this is complaining will ſome fa 
io * want Remedies rather than Complaint 
bewail our < alamities, is indeed natur: 
but to extricate our ſelves out of them, is n 
en Here are Two Hundred: Millions. 
aginary Property loſt, and at leaſt Twen 
Wo ons of Real Property lundered from ii 
Honeſt and Induftrious, and given to Sharpe 
and Pick pockets: 5 Sh all theſe Rooks be ſuffert 
tg enjoy it? And ſhall the Bubbles be redreſ 


N no 
ew 
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t of other Mens Eſtates, no. wiſe chargeable 
ith the Miſchief ? Or muſt we proſtitute the 
blick Honour of the Nation to draw in 
her People (no way concerned) to take 

1d Bargains of raſh Men and D off the! 
inds ? But if none of theſe Methods'are taken, 
r Cullies muſt ſer down with their Loſs, or 


Ie T raytors be forced to diſgorge. (9% 
on if we make new Schemes, or diverſify the 
d, till Doom's-Day, there will be no paying 
venty Millions without Twenty Millions, 


without what is Equivalent to Twenty 
illions; which will be the fame thing to the 
ation as the parting with Twenty Mill'ons. 
The Payment therefore will either be a real 
yment, or a ſham Payment; and in this 
iſe, if cavegt 1 the Buyer look to it) 
a good general Rule in the, Buſineſꝭ of Bat. 
ins and Sale, it will be # good Rule here 


e f we have any State. Chymiſts, wha have 
enough to make Millians evaporate in 

oak, yet I muſt beg leave to doubt their 
lat conſolidating 'Smoak into Gold. 
hope I ſhall not be underſtood, by what I 
re ſaid, to oppoſe an Attempt to redeem us 
un of our. preſent wretched, C: dem; n 
contrary, I ſhall be the firſt to Vate thap 
na Statue of Gold, who can ſtrike aut, ary 
eſt and skilful wa gale our Recovery, 
ren ch I own is far paſt my own Skill. I am no 
1 2 nN Statue. lr | 
pe all this, I would only caution my Country- 
not to be caught again; let them beware 
reſ{FW\ew Snares: As to the Loſers, they have 
0 : : G4 gat 
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not a great deal * expect; a0 1 can ſayt 
More, vl them here, than that in Country 
here t he Thie rages rages, the Preſervation of th 
Whole ; is the Pring/pal Care; the Infected i 
or i the. moſt part left to ball care of then 
ſelves; and never heard it ſuggeſted th 
Nine Millions of People ought to be expo 
to the mortal Contagion of that Diſtemper, | 
Prerve a few Fidel | 
F | I am, Kc. 


SIR; Pup 
Brain of the firft Step, will be allowed | 


all Men, who bare any Skill in hur 

fairs, to be a commendable Caution in 
— of Moment. In how many] 
ſtances do we ſee, that Thing s Which bez 
plauſibly, end tragically ? People have be 
often enſlaved 4 Princes created by themſel 
for their Protection, and often butchered 
Armies raiſed b des . for their Defen 
"The late French , whenever he was gal 
to ſhed the Blood « of his People, in any wan 
War, tho? undertaken to gratißz his Luſt 
Power, or to exalt his own Houſe, never fi 
to let them know, in an Edict made on purp 
that it was all 15 their own Good and f 
7 : that is, the 1 were to ſuffer Slaugh 
Abroad, and Oppreſſion and Famine at Hot 
ak or their own * and Felicity 


| . 
= Gent 
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General Propoſitions are, for the moſt part, 


Yeangerous, and intended to ſupport Conſe- 
rr ences which, at firſt-View, they do not ſeem 
wean and imply. They are, therefore, ge- 
12 erally plauſible in Appearance, to catch Con- 


ent; from which Conſent, when it is once got, 
ew Advantages are taken, which were not 
breſeen; and freſh Articles are added, which 

ere not known to have been deſigned. 
In the late long War with France, What was 
core deſirable, what more plauſible than Peace? 
Bleſſing ſo univerſally underſtood to be one, 
at the loweſt Vulgar wanted no Words rior 
erſuaſions to know its Excellency ! And when 
e were inſulted with this Queſtion, Nhat, 
31l you not treat? To have ſaid Ne, would 
ave been an Anſwer ſo invidious, that ſcarce 
Man durſt make it; and yet all wiſe Men 
en knew, that to conſent to a Treaty at that 
ime with France, conſidering. the Perſons and 
eir Intereſts who were to manage it, was to 
dnſent to a S againſt England in par- 

ular, and to plot againſt all * in gene- 

|: We were ſtun d with the Word Peace, 
vr could we ſtand it, tho' we knew it was 
atching Treaſon. In ſhort, to Treat, as ſoft 
Phraſe as it was, ſignified neither more nor 
ſs, than to give to old Lewis his wicked Will 
all Europe, and to the Tories their Pretender. 
Take another Inſtance. In the preſent Spaniſh. 
ar, which, we are aſſured, wants nothing 
hf” Form to conclude it, we cannot forget 
ae loud Atteſtations that were every where 
ven us, That to declare War was ſufficient alone 
end the War, and frighten the Spaniards into 4 
C 4 Peace. 


, 
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Pence: And who, among us, would not willing 
ly be at the Expence of a Piece ot Paper, a 
of the Heralds Lungs, to ſcare a turbulent 2 
enterprizing Court, as was that of Philip, i 
Moderation and Quietnefs? But the Obſtina 
of Spain, the Length of thar War, our gr 
Charge in Men and Money to fupport it, a 
the Condition of our Fleet, worn m the Servic 
of our Allies, or eaten by Worms in the Me: 
ter*anean, are all ſufficient Leſſons to us, ho 
little we ought to have truſted to ſuch Aff 
ons or to the Ward of thoſe that ga 
them. & , 

Take a third Inſtance. ' Upon the Effablil 
ing of the preſent Eaſt-India Company, it w 
reafonably urged, Fhat ſuch a Company wou 
be no other than a Confederacy of cunni 
Fellows againſt fair and general Trading, | 
monopolizing to a few, the ſole Trafhck at 

Riches of a great Continent. To which it 1 

anſwered, that there was no ſuch Defign; | 

that every Man who would ſubſcribe his Nan 

in their Books, and _— with ſome e 

Conditions, would be frankly admitted to ſh 

in their Trade: But this was all Hypocriſy « 

Lying; for no fooner had the ProjeQors, | 

ſuch petty Pretences ro publick Honeſty, g 

the better of Oppoſition, and coo d np the 

Project, but it was found that their Trade wal 

impracticable to all but themſelves: Ey 

Trader was obliged to come into the Joit 

Stock; and all Attempts ſince, for the public 

Good, have proved ineffectual againſt ſo formſur | 


* 


CArTos LETTERS. 33 


We have a fourth Inſtance ſrom the forſt Iu- 
litution of the South-S ea, It was at firſt pre- 
ended, that every Proprietor was to have 
per Cent. for his Money, without Trouble or 
Deductions, and need not engage in the 
nleſs he choſe it. This drew in a great Mul- 
tude to vouch for the Scheme, and encourage 
; but in paſling the Bill, it was found that 
e crafty Managers had lopt off one per Cent. 
> be applied, as they pretended, to carry on 
he Trade oft the OGompany, and all were 
jbliged to join in the Chimerical Aſſtento; by 
ich they have fince pillaged the Proprietors 
Fa Million and a half—See the vaſt Advantage 
F loſing by Trade + A Secret well known to the 
Directors! 8 0 : 7 
The fifth Inftance may be taken from the 
ame South-Sea. What a rare Sugar-Plumb 
>the Nation, was a Scheme ſo finely calcula- 
d to pay off the Nation's Debts ! What a 
empting Bait was here! Even thoſe who faw 
hither it miſchievoully tended, and perceived 
he deceitful Hook under it, could not ſtand 
he Scorn and Rebukes of the Many, who- 
allowed it without feeing it. What faral 
Devaſtation and Poverty it has {mce produced, 
y the unparalleld Freachery of the Directors, 
nd ſome that are worſe than they, ehe miſera- 
je People feel much more ſenſibly than I can 
xpreſs, pierced as they are with the keen Ar- 
ows of mercileſs Villainy? and unrelenting 
Diſtreſs, We have undone our ſelves. to pay 
ur Debts; and our Debts are not paid. What 
hall I ſay > We had once Bread, Money, and 
ublick Faith: But now !. What remains to us? 
Cs I cane 


int 
2 
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I cam 1 
Loſſes, our Diſhonour, our cruel Uſage, 
400 big for Words. a * 


I have ſaid ſo much, do prove how wary Mee) 
dught to be in going into ne Schenier. 
vught · ar leaſt to know the Whole of chem, Mer 
ſore we conſent to a Part. It will alſo behe 
us to have an Eye tothe Quarter from when po 
they come; whether they be Directors, Math 
Ther Mafters, and Confederates; or Men 
fair and upright Characters, whoſe Souls 4 
Honeft, and their Hands clean. As to thd 
who are known to have promoted the mig 
Cheat, und the Ruin of their Country; ou 
2 ſo glaring, that, ſince they will nM ru 
have Modeſty and Remorſe enough to ban 
their Tongues, and to forbear meddling wit 
*the Concerns of a People beggared by che 
e -ought to mind no more what they laWage 
than the Judge did rhe Houſe- breaker, Mm 
pon his Tryal told his Lordſhip, that lou 
would ſwenr the Pence againſt him, for putting bred 
in Fear of his Life, © bag; 
The ſame may be faid of thoſe chat M Peen 
fallen in with the Guilty, and unexpectec | 
ſpeak the fame Note. We gueſs at their Mot: 
tives. The powerful Getters would ſave thei era 
elves, by letting others get as much, and pt 
haps are glad to divide their Gains 1to-elcayhe þ 


If any Man would be the unſuſpected Mf th 
Fair Author of à new Project, he can recall E, 
mend. ut and himſelf no better, chan by ſhe 
ing it to be honeſtly conſiſtent ich the Puniſß ion 
ment of our Million Knaves, the Blood - uc tivi 


% 


Xa 
* 


. 2 " * " * " 
FRET Ta "> 
” * 


CATOs LETTERS. 35 
f England. A new Scheme, and an Inquiſiti⸗ 
n into the Management of the old one, may. 
th ſucceſſively go on at the ſame time; and 
ey who ſay they cannot, do but own they are 
fraid they ſhould. Are they conſcious to 
emſelves that the Directors may hope to 
ſcape Part of their Puniſhment, by fathering 
pon others a great Share of their Guilt, or 
ather the firſt Power of being guilty ? 

What mean ſome Men by ſay ing, We ought 
> extinguiſh the Fire, before we ire into 
Nie Incendiaries ? Are they ſome of them? Or 
id they furniſh out Brands to the reſt ? Or 
vould they give them Time to run o_ ? The 

ruth is, the Houſe is already burn'd down, 
any are burn'd to Death, and all are miſera- 
iy ſcorch'd: The Flame has in a manner 
vaſted «it ſelf ; but thoſe that talk thus, ſeem 
ager to revive it, by new Devices to ſtir the 
mbers. ,All we can now do, 1s to build the 
ouſe again, if we can; and hang thoſe that 
red it, Which we are ſure we ought. Beſides, 
e have long known who did it; they have 
een taken in the Fact at Noon day, and every 
Day. This Thing was not done in a Corner, 
ot at once, nor by one; the Villainy was deli- 
erate, gradual and open. 3 2 oF. 

Theſe Gentlemen do however -confels, that 
he Houſe has been ſet on fire ; which Con- 
eſſion they would doubtleſs be glad to avoid 
they could: But the Miſery is, ſorely felr, an 
ll Europe are Witneſſes of it. Can they there- 
ore, after an Acknowledgment that the Na- 
jon has been burn'd, have the Face tobe con- 
ing Ways to delay the Puniſhment of the 

0 Burners ? 
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Burners ? Has Self-love no Share in this? A 
by the Delay of the Puniſhment of others, 4 
they not as good as avow, that they tremble fa 
themſelves? For my part, I can ſee no Dift 

rence in this Cafe, between delaying it,: 

fruſtrating it. I 

The Expedients for retrieving us, if we ca 
| be retrieved, are certainly compatible with Ex 
#1 edients for revenging us; and the larter wil 
cilitate the former. It will give Life to the 
T Bankrupt Heart-broken People, if they ſe 
that their Deſtroyers meet due Vengeance, ani 


that they are lite to be no more the Prey d 
daring Parricides. 


T am, &c. 


1 S IR. a 


Here is not in Politieks a more eſtabliſhe! 

Rule than this; That, when a corrupt ani 
wicked Miniſtry intend to pillage a Nation, th 
75 anake uſe of vile and contemptible Inſtruments, i 


1 guter in their. Plunder, and allow the MiſcreantiWor 6 
þ Part of it; and when the Cry for Fuſtice becomWlly 
1 Prong and univerſal, they always hang up tbeifhreſe 


| faithful go_ By this Means they ſtop th If 
| People's Mouths, and yet keep the Money. Wang' 


But they act by no Rule of good Policy, bu im 

are, in Truth, chargeable with Folly, or ratio 

| ther with Phrenzy, who dream that they cen, 
4 prevent this Cry, by the Means that frſt raiſcq All 
1 it, and by Means that - will ever produce nt!) 
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well might chey attempt to prevent che 
preading of Deluge; by damming it up; 
8s hich would prove the direck Method to nit 
z whole Country its Conqueſt ; for it will then 
cnow no 3; but bear down Men, Bea 
nd Cities, before it; whereas its" Force an 
iſchief are eaſily prevented, if proper Chan- 
ot = opened for it, and its Torrent is skilt- 
ully di (4551 1 A 
The fimple Multitude, when moſt provoked, 
r eaſily appeas d, if they have but Fuel for 
heir Rage: They wilb ſcarce feel their Miſeries, 
f they do but fancy that Juſtice is done upon 
he Authors of their Miſeries. And whatever 
hey ſuffer; the Hanging of a few ſorry Raſcals, 
ho were but the working Tools of a few 
reater, will hufh''all the Tumult of their 
pirits, and reconcile them to Patience and 
Vretchednefs: z e 
This Expedient, therefore, to pleaſe them, 
conſtantly practiſed by all wife Traytors, and 4 
Wl Oppreſſors. But when, thro? the Igno- p 
Wance of their Pillagers, the Courfe of Juſtice 
entirely ſtopt, and the abufed enraged People 
a have no Remedy, either teat or imaginary, 
antWor one Victim to their Fury, they will natu- 
hy and neceflarily look higher; and who can 
reſee where their Vengeance will n 
If a Pyrate, who robs upon the Sea, is 
ang'd for his Robbery, every Body is fatisfied 
With the Death of the Offender : But if the 
ri Gion is avowed, and he produces a Commiſ- 
can, the State that gave it becomes anſiverable. 
iſe All theſe Secrets in Government were excel 
e M underſtood by Queen Elizabeth's Miniſtry, 


ac 
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for your Reſpect towards me; mot only } 
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TT 412 o* wer} At. 4 5 nne 
© | The Queen, upon her Returet from a Progreſs, be 
1 Parliament Hu wh wherein, among 
other Things, ſeveral good Laws were made for i 
Relief of the Poor, and of maimed and diſab 
Soldiers and Seamen; againft fraudulent Guardia 
and Truſtees; the Cheats and Impoſitions of Clothi 
und the Robberies and Outrages commited upon il 
Borders of the Kingdom towards Scotland. 
whereas great Complaints were made in the Lon 
Hoſe, relating to the Engroſſing Practice: (for 
ſeems there were ſome, who, under the Colo 
of Publick Good ; but, in Reality, to th 
at Damage of the Kingdom, had got tl 
geen's Letters Patents, for the: ſole: Privileg 
and Liberty of vending ſome particular. So 
of Wares :) The Queen therefore, t foreſtall the 
publiſhed a Proclamation, declaring thoſe Grants 
e null and void; and alſo left them to be wy'd 
Common Law. A Method which was ſo acceptali 
wo the Lower-Houſe, that Eighty of thnt Body 
«appointed to wait upon her Majeſty with their | 
ve Thnnkg, which the Speaker was to preſent in 
Name of them all. She received them very gracio 
und gave her Anſwer an the following Speech. 


Gentlemen, | 
Owe you my beft Thanks and Achnowlell 


Your good Inclination, but thoſe clear and pull 
Expreſſons thereef, which have diſcovered themſe 


an retrieving me from a Miſtake, .iutowhizh J. 
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een betrazed ; ne ' fo much-by the Faults of my 
ill, ex the Error of, my Fudgment, "This had un- 
voidably drawn a Blemiſh upon me, {who account 
he Safety of ny People my chief Happineſs,) had 
ou not made m acquainted: with: the Practice of 
beſe wd Harpizs und Horſe-Leeches, I .would 
doner Joofe my Heart or Hand, than ever conſent to 
llow ſuch Privileges to Engroſſers, as may turn to 
he Detriment of my People, I am not ſo blinded 
ith the Luſtre of 'a Crown, as to let the Scale of 
Fuſtice be;weighed down by that ef an Arbitrary 
Power. The gay Title of u Prince may deceive ſuch 
; know nothing of 'vhe Secret of Governing; as 4 
ilded Pill may impoſe upon the Patient: But I am 
yt one 'of thoſe wnwary Princes; for I am very 
enſible, that I ought to govern for vhe Publick;Good, 
nd not to pare my own Particular; and that 1 
land accountable to another, a greater Tribunal. 1 
ccount my Jelf very happy, that, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
have enjoy'd ſo profpereus a Government in all 
KſpeRts, and that be has bleſſed: me with: ſuch 
ubjefts, for whom I could be contented to lay down 
cron and Life. I muſt entreat you, that let 
Others be guilty of what Faults or Miſdemeanors 
tever, they may mot, thro any Miſrepreſentation, 
elayd at my Door. I hope the Evidence u good 
onſcience will, in all Reſpefts, beur me out. . You 
annot be ignorant, that the Servants of Princes 
ave, too often, an Eye to their own Advantage; 
vat their Faults are often «concealed from their 
ctice ; ani that they 'cnnnot, F they would, 
JD all Things, when the Weight and Buſinef6 
hole Kingdom lies on their. Shoulders, 
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Here is a Speech, worthy of the Occaſit 

worthy a wiſe Prince, worthy of a free Peopl 

a Speech that has Truth, and Senſe, and Spi 

in it. We may be ſuͤre, from the Frankge 

and Vigour of it, that the Miniſters whoudvil 
it were no Sharers in the Guilt and Oppreſſi 
of which it complains? If they had, th 
would have choſen Words more faint and 
quivocal; they would have ſhuffled in th 

Aſſertions; they would have talked me 

cowardly ; and they would have kept off fra 

Particulars: They could not have hid the 

Guilt and Fears. But here their Boldneſs 

8 of their Innocence, and prompt 
E 

Her Majeſty frankly owns, that ſhe 1 

drawn into an Error; bur that it was onl 

Error of her Judgment, ſhe makes manifeſt 


her Alacrity and Forwardneſs to puniſh hilt 
Harpies and Horſe-Leeches, who, in her Nan int 

had abuſed the Publick : She owns it juſt, Mart 
thoſe Engroſſers ſhould ſuffer : She owns Me 
the Art and End of Reigning, is to advance ie | 


Publick Good; and when that Good is not 
tained, ſhe conſigts to Puniſhment thoſe Rod 
and' Traytors, thro* whoſe Fault it is not 
tained, She'owns ſhe has been abuſed by 
Servants; who, under her Authority, and 
the Name of the Law, had fought th 
own vile Advantages; and ſhe- remo 
from her ſelf all Guilt, by giving up 
Guilty. | — 

Happy Queen! happy in her own Out 
Cations; happy in thoſe of her Counſello 
But wiſe good as ſhe was, ſhe could 
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ave talked. thus, if her Miniſtry had been 
eak or wicked Had this been IE, a 

ne, in * of he Sulf OH om | 
cfolution, her Sperch N hs fa been, 
iat, and lilly. But her; Counſe e 
le and faithful, ad ma England. prof} r 
| if we except ſome Rebellions, and ſome 
erſecutions, both the Doings ol hot · headed 
gots, her People ſaw not 1 1 Ia 
bole Reign — abt ey. and 492 

1 e 7 


ps 


nd ind 12 


— = out of Queen Elizabith's 
lilto not impertinent to our pre- 
nt Times: Her People had ſuffered from 
_ and * Leeches. he 17 * chat 
e Corruption not reached t ou 
e Hands of her Miniſters were ctean, elſe des 
ch would have taken another Turn. 
Has England ſuffered leſs, in this our Day! 
om Harpies and Horſe-Leeches?- Surely no; 
Alt our Loſſes, Pillages and Oppreſſions, 
ce the Conqueſt, do nor ballance the 
great Calamity: From a Profuſion of all 
hings, we are reduced to a Want of eve 
ing: Heaven avert the Peſtilence, and tbe 
imine! — I am afraid the latter begins to 
N felt by many Thouſands of our Poor, 
d even the Rich ey am + that they can hard, 
bind Money. to buy Bread. And 


% 
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And ſhall not our Harpies be given up fr: 
| Shall not their Blood and Money make an u 
done Nation ſome ſmall Amends for Jars 0 
vy Depredations and matchleſs V. 
tainly oh muſt: From a Miniſtry 
and as ——_— as that of Queen! igel 
we may Behaviour and publick $y 
rit of Qr Quee Elizabeth's Miniſtry : Having 
Part -in Guilt of Harpies ; they * 

dread the — — due to Harpies ; 4 
Have not raiſed out of their Country's Galan F 
ties, Fortunes great as thoſe Calamities; th 


have no Diſcoveries to dread; they have 
Guilt to hide; * have not conſpired Vil 
Harpies. 
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HE moſt ſucceſiful Deluders and Oy 

— 5 of Mankind have always ade 

in Maſquerade; and when the blacke Vill 

nies are meant, the moſt o lite Sonn 1 5 
tended. Vice acts with Security, and 

with Reputation, under the Veil of Virwe. 

Hence Atheiſts have ſet up for the 

iety; and, to cover their own real. ant 

* have yp covey burned thoſe who really | 

The - moſt mercileſs Tyrants have, 


os midſt of Oppreſſon, ſet up for the | 
trons of Liberty ch While their Hand 2 
were Sand in impudently or fer 
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uo itle - of Clemency; and Publick Liber! | 
as almoſt always been given up by th 
bo paſß d for the Patrons of Publick Li 


The . ous Obie os 4. — 
jf Rome gain the greateſt Wealth, by a Pro- 
eſſion of the ſtricteſt Poverty. The Popiſh 
nquifitors, while they deliver over to the 
lames a poor Wretch, already half dead with 
ears, Famine: op Torture, beſeech and ad-. 
anWure the Civil Magiſtrate,” who muſt ſee it 
lone, by the Love of God, and the Bowels af 


0 
z 


[91 | 
e lcſus Chriſt, not ro hurt his Life or Limb. 
wi ind our Tory Inquiſitors began their Occaſſonal = 


z with a Declaration for Liberty of Conſci- 
: though the Purpoſe of them, and their 
Will, was co deſtroy all Liberty of Conſci- 


Companies and Joint-Stocks are always e 
tabliſned for the Encouragement and Benefit 
f Trade; though they always 2 to 
Jar and cramp Trade: The Peerage- Bil was 

o be granted as a Favour to the Commons of 

„gland, by cutting off the Commons of Eu- 

land from all Right to Peerage: And ſome 

beople, to ſave Charges to England, are for - 

piving up Gibraltar, which is of ſuch Advan- 

age to England r being the Security of all our 

rade. Sweden was once to be deſtroyed, to 
Wreſerve the Ballance of Power in the North; 

nd now Sweden muſt be defended, for the very | 
ame Reaſon. BOT = 
When certain Chiefs were at mortal Odds, 


oe Side oppoling (at all Adventures) whate- 


ri ſer the other projected, it was thought conve- | 4 
| nicnt ö 
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But we muſt believe their Sayings, not withſtant 
Stock. jobbing too muſt be declared again 


" o 7 
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nient to both Sides to come to Terms; for oi 
Party wanted ro fill their Coffers, s a 
ther to ſave their Bacon. However, the GO eſt 
of the Publick was their ſole Aim: The 
Good. Men! . ſought: no Perſonal: Advantage 
though they have ſince got conſiderable ons 


ing their Doings. 


eateſt Stock-zobbing} is promo 


whilſt the 
ting Laſt Year a Souch- Sa Project was tt 


ting 
be eſtabliſhed to Ray off the National DebtyMi 


and now a Project is faid to be in Embryq 
to remit the greateſt Part of the Debt d 
to the Nation by the South- Sen: And if fo, thy 
whole Nation is to ſuffer this general Loſs, ou! 
of mere Picy to a ſmall Part of the Natio 
Twelve Months ago forty Millions was ng 
too much to be truſted with one Company 
high in Credit, and its Reputatian hoiſted uf 
by publick Authority; but now, when then 
are bankrupt and undone, and when their Di 
rectors and Undertakers are univerſally hate 
and deteſted, it is to be fear'd, it ſeems, that 
they will become too formidable, if all thelfeſcrs 
Stock ſubſcribed into them, be continued wide ( 
There is, therefore, I am. told, a Proj 

on foot, in Exchange-Alley, to deliver up th 
Nation to Three Companies; and to let them 
divide us, their Cully, among them. In of 
der to prevail upon theſe Three Great Socie 
ties to accept us as a Preſent, to be uſed as the 
think fit, I humbly preſume we muſt behave 
aurſelves as follows: We can do no leſs that 


ſacritic 
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Wcrifice the poor half-tiry'd ManiffaQtures ta 
ne of them, and obi ourſelves to lay no | 


W-0aint upon bite Calhcbes, e. We 
10 confirm the Clauſe — har Bp 


nk of England, which long'preſerv'd' its In- 
erity, muſt be bought into the Conſpiracy y 
d, without doubt, ſomething. more muſt be 
ien them, perhaps the Increaſe of their 


erm. | 

u Now, if this mighty Project, this noble De- 
cen, can be accompliſh'd ; I ſuppoſe every one 
du ill ſee, or be prevaiFd upon to ſes, the abſo- - 
oute Neceſſity, why all paſt Errors, and former 
n&WF/anagement, ſhould be forgot; becauſe Pub- 
Credit, which depends upon Temper and 
u loderation, muſt not be interrupted by ill- 
med Enquiries, nor diſturbed by publick Ven- 
Dance — How finely we are to be diſpoſed 
; and how ſafe it is to provoke' uss 
The Projectors of ſuch a Publick Good muſt 
thefffeſerve well from their Country; and I wilt: _ 
ve City Security, that they-ſhall be no Loſers 
W it. Where is the Wonder, or ill Policy of 
e Plunderers and Diſhonourers of the Nation, 
the Betrayers of their Truſt ſhould keep a' 

tle ill: gotten Wealth, ta preſerve the publick_ 
ace? Without doubt, they will give large 
Fares of their Prey to thoſe who have Power 
ler them keep the reft ; and will readily help 
eit Projectots and Coadjutors with their bs 
1 * * ö n . 
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will, without doubt, have their due Weight 
with all Perſons intereſted: But, for myſe 
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795 to eb as much. ap the have done. 


ere Iives in a certain Kingdom, à. certi 
there 


" LAT LES 


h | 
the Eſtate ſane Hnadrecy af Pounds in Det 
to himſelf. The other reſented this with ſony 
menacing Expreſſions, but could get no othe 
Anſwer from him, but that he would abide by 
his Account : However, ſays he, F you will | 
diſcreet, I will help you to the Man that helped mii 
to this Account. | 
But what now, if, after all, there ſhould h- 
a little — in a Corner; and if any Gent 
man, of remarkable Merit, ſhould have Amend 
made him for his Services, Sufferings, and Lol: 
ſes of late Years? Why there is nothing ut 
common in it; for, who will ſerve the Lord 
nought > This certainly can be no Reaſon for 
rejecting a Project, which will reſtore publick 
Credit, fill the Alley again, . raiſe South-$ 
Stock to Three or Four Hundred, and helg 
the preſent Proprietors to new Bubbles; with 
out doing any other Miſchief, than that of met 
ining a few Thouſand Families more, and ai 
not paying off the Nation's Debts. 
Theſe, I confeſs, are potent Reaſons ; and 


who am ſo unfortunate as often to differ from 
my Betters, I can find nothing in this Prop 
» Which has any Tendency to help the pre 
ent 


1 a EA 
it Company, of fo Taile Credit, ig any Re: 
Wc, of 8 amifted bal pry oy: tg 15 
dona Nine ht, do tne CQRIFAry,, 
unge the. P. lick inevitably into free 
uin, by making it impoſſible, by any Medi- 
ia Nature, but that of a Spunge, to dif. 
arge "ny; Naunnsl Burthens It will, beſides, * 
priye us, of our only colourable 1184 
hich could ali or excuſe the late dreadful 
heme Kin which, I believe, I may ſafely 
, was the only Pretence ever offered to ex- 
Wi it. I think it will be Liſting the Three 
reat Companies, with all the money'd Intereſt 
a England, againſt England; and will, at laſt, 
duce, and even force, all Parties not to op- 
* > what I dread: to name, and tremble to 
On” WER $I PT [SS | 47> L. 
The Project abovemention'd is calculated, 
e are told, for the Advantage of the South. 
4, and for the Improvement of the Stock ; 
d, in order to this, a great Part of that Stock 
co be given away to the Bank of England, and 
ich the Eaſt India Company; without any appa- 
nt Conſideration to themſelves, or any other 
e to the-Publick, than the uniting the Three 
feat Companies in one Intereſt ; 3nd conſe- 
ently, the forming ſich a potent Conſpiracy 
 ofainſt the whole Kingdom, as nothing but a 
tal Confuſion of all Things can diſſolve. O 
Mompanies, Companies! ye Bane of Honeſty, 
Wd Ruin of Trade; but the Market of Job- 
rs, the Harveſt of Managers, and the Jools 
on Knaves, and of 'Traytors ! 
It is propoſed, that the South-Seq is to give 
e Bank an Hundred and Twenty Pounds for 


every 
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evety Hundred Pound of Stack in the Bax 
which Stock is. ſaid to be but barely won 
Ninety Pounds; even pee e fuppd 
chat they had never divided any of their Pri 
Cipal : Which, whether they have done it Mic 
not, no body but themſelves can know: By 
at this Rate, however, they muſt divide, when" 
ever they are paid off by the Goverriment, 
But we are told, that they are to be ler al 
into the Profits of Banking; from which Prof 
*is ſaid, that they are enabled to vide Tn 
per Cent, upon the Old Capital, beſides the Fi 
per Cent. paid them by the Government: Bufen 
even upon this Foot, the greater their Capi 
is the leſs they will be able to divide: An 
conſequently when Nine Mittions are added ti 
their Old Capital, they will not be able to d 
vide much above One per Cen, which is n 
the Intereſt of the Money paid in Differend 
between Ninety, which is the real Value, an 
an Hundred and Twenty, which is the non 
nal Value. | e 
Beſides, there is no Probability that the Bui 
can continue to make, for the future, rhe fam 1 
Gain of Banking as heretofore, The Trai*) 
ficking in publick Tallies, from whence tha": al 
Gain chiefly aroſe, will be at an End; unleſſtbe 
there be new Funds given, and new Debts cons, tc 
tracted, - | 
The Contract propoſed by theſe People, rl 
be made with the other Company, is ſtill work 
for, there they are to give a Hundred an 
Twenty Pounds for a Hundred Pound Nomi n 
nal Stock, which is ſuſpected to be worth vente E 
little ; ſome Men being of the Opinion, t 


tk 
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e greateſt Part of the Ten per Cent. divided 

: — Vears paſt, has been pocketed out of 
Jer People's Money, borrowed by the Com- 

y upon their Bonds: And yet for this 

oice Bargain, they are to give Six Hundred 

houſand Pounds at preſent, and ſubject Nine 

Mundred Thouſand Pounds more to be diſpoſed 

according to the Pleaſure, Skill, and Ho- 
ty of the preſent Directors. A pretty Sum, 
d doubtleſs ſet apart to anſwer and accompliſh 

e lovely Jobb, which will appear in proper 

Mime, and by which the ProjeQtors of the 
eme I dare ſay will be no Loſers ! | 


-W'Tis ſaid too, that the Trade of this Com- 
| vi may be enlarged ; I ſuppoſe they mean, 


bringing in more India Manufactures, to 
Ruin of our o nm. | | 

Now all this we are given to underſtand is 
che ſole Benefit of the South. Sea; and if 
have not Senſe to conceive it aright, 2 
vrſe Thing may befall them : We all know, 
at Directors and their old Patrons carry Hal- 
about their Necks, though they have Mil- 
sin their Pockets; and who would not give 
Way a little of other People's Money, to fave 
tat deal of their own, with their Lives in- 
the Bargain? —— A ſpecial Set of Tray- 
, to negotiate for the very Being of a King- 
m! 4 | A 
ut I muſt tell all theſe Forgers of Schemes, 
re Inventers of Grievances, that the Nation, 
Wauſted by paſt Projects, cannot bear new 
. nor furniſh out more Millions to glut 
e Harpies. The Want of Bread, long felt 
the Poor, begins now to be felt by the Rich. 
L. D The 
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The Purſes therefore of the New Conſpiraton 
muſt be filled out of the Extortions and De- 
predations of the Old, or remain empty ; they 
may rack their Invention, fift every Topick of 
Knavery, and toſs and change their-:Proje&; 
as much, and as long as; they pleaſ®, but we 
know that nothing but pain Honeſty can ever 

fave us; and to thoſe who would practiſe Ho- 
neſty, plain Speech is beſt. Let us honeſtly 
hang up thoſe that have deceived and undone 
us, _ K . of 9 N 
new oyers: Let us, with a Severity equ 
to our Difireſ, examine what Lore Direfor 
and their Maſters have embezzled, and loſt te 
their Country, by their mercileſs Villainy and 
conſuming Avarice ; and let us have the only 
Satisfaction they can make us, their Lives, and 
their Eſtates: Let, afterwards, a fair Valuatio 
be made of their preſent Capital, and let : 
the World know it; that the Purchaſer ma 
buy ſolid Subſtance, and not a fleeting Shadoy 


This is the honeſt Way-to-reſtore Credit agan 
this will prevent the roguiſh Part of Stock jo 
bing; and this will throw the remaining M. ; 


ney into Trade once more. 
But what, may ſome. fay, if we ſhoyld gin 
away from, the South-Sea any ſome M 
lions to make new Friends, and to fave; our 
Friends, fo long as we can make that Compan 
amends out of the Publick, for ſuch a Lok 
A Thing eaſily done It is only gin 
them back again the Seven Millions alread 
due by them to the Publick; or at leaſt d 
reateſt Part of thoſe Seven Millions, as f 
— ſtand ſecured upon Forty Millions; t 
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i if ve do this; behold the Advintage-thar will 
r „ ! Wei will then be under no Ne- 
1 ceſlity of hanging gur Couptrymen, or calling 
up any to Gere theip honeſt Gains! Bf es, 
uit is to be hoped that this Propofal will 

{- 


back'd,wirh ſuth Powerful Motiyes, as tö we 
with little Oppoſition. n OE RI ELIT 
This calls to my Mind a Compariſon, whith 
[ have been for ſome Time very apt to make 
between the French Projectors, and thoſe of 
another Country which I know. The firſt 
plunder for the Pyblick ; the other plunder the 
Publick': The one robs Part of the People for 
the Whole People; the other robs the Whole 
People for a ſmal] Part of the People. 1 — 
his Compariſon may be the Subject of ano- 
* Letter to you, if you think fit to print 
J am, &c. 
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SIR, . 
| HEN we compare one Nation with 
another, and ballance the Power of 
both, we are not to conſider alone the Number 
of People, or the Wealth diffuſed amongſt the 
People ; though Number and Wealth are un- 
doubtedly the firſt Elements of Power in a 
Commonwealth; no more than we are to con- 
der the meer Extent of Territory, or the meer 
ertility of Soil: But we are chiefly to con- 
nder, how much of that Wealth can be brought 
D 2 together, 


* 
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together, how it may be moſt frugally manag 
and how moſt ckilfully.apply's to che public 0 
Emolument and Defence. 
I in taxing Labour and Manufactures, weil : 
Jar. A 92 Proportion, we A [n- 
LUAGRTY, and roy t at Labour LNOIJE Ma- 1 
nufactures. The like may be ſaid of Trade 
and Navigation; they will bear but limited a 
Burthens : And we find by E that . 
when higher Duties are laid, the Product is not t 
encreaſed; but the Trade is loſt, or the Good x: 
ae . ou I gi, 4h 
or can more be extorted fromithe Gent v 
man and Freeholder, than he can ſpare from the a: 
Support of. his Family, in a Way ſuitable toll A 
his former Condition. Fs 
When N exceed theſe. Bounds, the 
Hiſtory of all Ages will convince us, that their 
Produce is only Bitterneſs, Murmurings, uni. 
verſal Diſcontents ; and their End, generally 
Rebellion, and an Overthrow of the then pte 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, or of publick Liberty. 

If therefore one State, for Example, poſſeſ 
ſed of five times as much true but ſcattered 
Wealth, as another State, cannot for all thi: 
from a Defect in its Conſtitution, collect f 
much from. the People as the poorer, State can; 
or, if, when collected, does yet truſt the ſame 
to the. Diſpoſal of Blood-ſuckers and Trayto 


who. intercept the National Wealth, and dive bloc 

it to priyate Purſes; or if it is appropriatedmor 

before it is raiſed, to the Payment of formeWlow 

ebts ; or if it is embezzled in Penſions anifWany 

Sallaries to mercenary Men for traiterous Ends; a | 
an 


Then is ſuch a State really weaker than tit 
oth 
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other poorer State, and leſs capable of defend 


ng itſelf againſt the other, ſo much it's Infe- 
rior in out ward Shew and intrinſick Power. 


This was the State of Spain for near Two 
„Hundred Years; Spain, the Miftrefs of ſo many 
de Nations, and of a new World, richer in Silver 
eu and Gold than the old; Spain, that from ter- 
a cifying all Chriſtendom with Chains, and from 
a threatning/ all Europe with univerſal Slavery ; 
reduced itſelf, by mortgaging its publick Re- 


venues, to ſuch a deſpicable Condition, that 
we have ſeen in our Days, that once formi- 


be dable Kingdom contended for by two ſmall 
Armies of Foreigners, within its own Bowels : 
In which Conteſt, the Natives themſelves were 
the little more than Spectators; as is very juſtly 
ei obſerved by the Author of a Pamphlet printed 
m. laſt Year, and written with a Spirit which I 
i pretend not to imitate, Had that Pamphlet 
re been generally read, and well weigh'd, it would 
have prevented moſt of the Miſchiefs we now 
fe lamentably labour under, It is intituled, Confi- 
rel deration: upon the State of the Publick Debts in ge- 
hat neral, and of the Civil Lift in particular. I would 


recommend tt to the Reading of every one; who 
ans not aſliamed of being an honeſt Man. 
amy It is certain, that all the powerful Nations 


roof Europe, who were Parties to the two laſt 
ven bloody and expenſive Wars, were reduced by 
eis mortgaging their publick Revenues, to the ſame 
rmeWow and abject Condition; and nothing ſaued 


anhany one of them from all the reſt, but that alk, 
the reſt were in the ſame State of Impotence 
 riaWand Diſtreſs; They were all miſerably weak: 
hat People therefore, who can ſoofieſt diſs 

D 2 charge 


charge their publick Buirhens will give;L.ovs 


te the reſt, and either reduce them to Subjec. 
tion and Vaſſalage, ot to a Neceflity of ſeizing 


* 
* 


their mortgaged Fuuds 
There are in the World but two Ways of 
clearing a Nation of its publick Engagements: 
The one is by paying them off; and the other 
is, not to pay them at all. When one cannot 
be-praQtiſed, a ſmall. Skill in Politicks will tell 
us, that the other muſ. 
It is a Feſt for any Man to flatter himſelf, 
that any State will not ſave the whole People; 
by the Ruin of a Part of the People 4 — 
the Ruin of a Part is abſolutely ne to 
the Preſervation of the Whole. This Conſi. 
de tation ſhould, methinks, be worth the:Arten- 
tion of the Gentlemen Inhabitants of the Alley Hare 
In truth, nothing would exerciſe their ares 
more, were it not that every one hopes to fave 
one, by cheating anothtr into x hard and kn. 
viſn Bargain. Will Men never have: done 
Hoping ? They forget how they were caught 
laſt Year in the Scuth Sea, with all their Hopes 
and their Wiſdom about them. ; om 
le js doubtleſs. the laſt Misfortune to a Na Emo 
tion, to be beholden to a Spunge for the Pay ea 
ment of its Debts; ſuch a Neceſſity muſt be er 
heavy Neceſſity, attended with many ſorrow fu bea 
Circumſtances, and much fore Diſtrefs.' Nor 
thing but the certain Fear of foreign Force, en 
domeſtick Tyranny, can juſtify it. But ever . 
great Calamity. is eligible, in compariſon of A. 
greater: Every Perſon, therefore, who is ca! 
Creditor to his Country, and has Demands up lt 
qu the Publick, is nrarly concern d to prevent"? | 


ſuch 
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ſuch great and perſonal, and indeed general 
Miſery ; which cannot be at all prevented, 
but by putting the National Debts into a Me- 
thod of being honourably diſcharged. This is 
the Concern of every honeſt Man; this ought 
to be the Care of every worthy Citizen; and 
this will be the Task of every guiltleſs Great 
enn 
All innocent Men thoughout the World, 
find a private Blefling in the general Felicity of 
the Publick ; and none but mock Patriots, who 
fooliſhly or deliberately 'can lead Kingdoms 
into Ruin; thoſe deſperate hard-hearted Parri- 
cides, who can wantonly ſuck out the Vitals 
of their Country, whoſe Fortunes are often the 
Plunder of the Publick, and whoſe Creatures 
are Conſpirators, hired againſt the Publick; I 
ſay, none but Traytors can find private Joy in 
pablick Confuſion, or their own Security in the 
Slavery of their Country. Thoſe, tis true, 
who earn Vengeance 5 committing mighty 

rimes, would doubtleſs go on to reſemble 
themſelves; and to avoid it, if they could, by 
ommitting Crimes ſtill more mighty. If any 
amongſt us ſhould be capable of practiſing ſuch 
reat Wickedneſs to get enormous Wealth, ſuch 
Perſons, if not prevented, might ſtill practiſe 
greater to keep it. A Fox purſued by the full 
ry of the Hounds, will run into the Dog- 
Kennel for Shelter ; as at the Battle of L 
gue, the French Fleet fled thro' the Race of 
{ldernly, and ventured Rocks and Shelves ta 


ſcape from the cogquering Enemy 


It is 4 Folly, ard indeed an Infatuation, in 


j any Perſons intereſted in the Publick Funds, to 
ch . D 4 form 
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form any ©chemes,. or to fall into any Scheme 
for increaſing thoſe Funds, or continuing then 
any longer than is abſolutely neceſſary tb py 
them their Debts : When our neighbouring 
Nations have cleared theirs, we too muſt cl; 
ours. or we are undone. * Tis ſaid indeed a Revo 
tion in Government would certainly and effes 
ally dv it, and do it at once; and this I take g 
be the true Reaſon why ſo many unthinking 
Men appear to with it; tho' I hope it is 
vain. God avert fo dreadful a Cataſtrophe! 
Spain has already diſcharged it, ſelf of i 
pack Burthens, by a general Sweep : Ani 
ehold the Effect of this ! It again ſhews it 
Head in the World; and again it carries i 
Armies into new Countries. Holland lies ſti 
free from new Broils, and freſh Expence: | 
»vlitically pleads Poverty: It takes all Ways 
its Power to recover its Loſſes; and queſtionle 
laughs in its Sleeve to ſee another Nation gro 
more mad, and more in Debt every Year; t 
ſee it every Year mortgaging new Revenue 
ard every Year engaging in wild Wars, . 
ſupport the Intereſts of a dtate of no Concer 
ment to that Nation. ir * 
But the moſt terrible Inſtance of all, is tha 
of France: That Government, tho? to the Rui 
of great Multitudes of other People, 
almoſt, if not quite, got rid of its Incumbrance 
and Engagements. The whole Wealth of that 
great Kingdom is now got into the Hands d 
the Publick. From which formidable Situatid 
of rheirs, is there not room to fear, that as ſoo 
as the preſent Confuſion is a little abated; the ot 
will renew their Deſigns for Empire, and they [rac 
; ure) 


Europe into 2838 ? This is an alarming 
Reflection! Andwh 
Alley expect from us, under ſuch an ill-boding 
ircumſtance? Trade is already burthened as 
much as it can bear, and perhaps more than it 
pught to bear: There is ſcare a Commodity 
hat can be tax'd, but is already tax d. We 
remark'd, we are mentgag d from Head to Foot. 
ey do not ſurely expect that the Parliament 
vill give Ten Shillings in the Pound upon Land, 
pr that it could be raiſed if they did. 
What therefore are we to do in fuch a cala- 
itous Caſe ? Are we to fave ourſelves at the 
xpence- of the Gentlemen of the Alley ? Or 
re we, to: periſh together with them? The 
hoice is - eaſy. Can they be ſo weak as to 
orm a pretended Neceſſity, to bring their 
ountry into fuch unhappy ' Circumſtances ; 
nd yet not fear that wiſe and honeſter Men 
ay take Advantage of areal Neceſſity, to get 
ut of ſuch — — an 
There is but one Thing to be done, to ſave 


hat is, to put the Debts into a Method of 
Weing certainly and ſpeedily paid off. The 
eeſent Eſtabliſhment may be ſaved, tho they 
ee undone : But if thro' Folly or Knavery, 
he Eſtabliſhment ſinks, they muſt (ink with it. 
hope therefore they will not be decoyed into 
ny traiterous Deſigns of deſperate Men ; Men, 
hoſe Characters are but (faintly expreſſed by 
ht of Parricides; Men, who, had. they 
adied the Art of making us miſerable; could 
lot have been more accompliſhed in their 
nde, nor boaſt of vw Succeſs. Where 

. * is 


at do the Gentlemen of the 


hemſelves and their Country together; and 
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is our Trade, by which we ſo long flouriſhed 
k is loſt. Where is our Publick Faith, ond 
our own Boaſt, and the Envy of foreign Ns 
tions? It is fled; and one Man bas no longet 
any Faith in another. Where is our Money} 
Where are our current Millions? The People 
have none. The moſt part find it hard i 
buy Bread, and many find at impoſſible. Eve 
Man you meet complains that he is undont 
1 dur Coin is engroſſed, pocketed by vi 
obbers, and their Prompters and Confederate 
the Publick Robbers, who; to keep what the 
have got, and to eſcape deſerved Puniſhment 
(if ſuca_ Puniſhment can poſſibly be found 
would deliver up the Wealth and Power d 
England, into the griping and polluted: Hand 
of a new Conſpiracy of Stock-Jobbers, work 
than the laſt, by being more numeraus a 
potent. With theſe they would combine tt 
common Defence, and for publick Deſtruction 
with theſe, contrive new Ways to enlarge 
| Miſeries, ſhorten our Enjoyments ſtill mon 
{nnd grind us ſtill ſmaller; with theſe, thq 
would form imo ſuch 2 Confederacy aga'nl 
their common Country, and againſt comme 
Honeſty, as would mock even the Endeavout 
of a Legiſlature to diſſolve it. Good God 
what implacable Men! thus mercileſly bent! 
ruin the very Ruins of their Country. | | 
What B»7ton, bleſſed with any Senſe « 
\ Virtue, or with common Senſe ; what Eng 
mim, animated with a publick Spirit, or wil 
any Spirit, but muſt, burn with Rage at 
Shame. to behold the Nobles and Gentry of 


great Kingdom; Men of Magnanimity ; Mt 


| 
| 
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of Breeding {Men of. Underſtanding, and of 
Letters; to ſve ſuch Men bowing down, like 
Joſeph's Sheaves, before the Face gf a dirty 
Stock. Jobber, and receiving. Laws from Men 
bred behind Courters, and the Deciſion of 
their Fortunes, from Hands ſtill dirty, with 
weeping Shops! . 1 
Surely we ſhall never ſuffer this ts be bur 
aſe, and therefore ſhall never ſee it. It is 
idiculous to think'that a Nation, free as we 
are, and bold by being fo, will ever ſubmit to 
uch Indignities : Ir is therefore eaſy to foreſee, 
if once we fooliſhly” take the firſt Step, what 
vill neceflarily be the next One Oppreſſion 
annot be 1 7 54 but by another, and a 
greater; and Force and Violence alone can do 
what Reaſon cannot and will not do. Theſe 
Hardſhips will produce new Wants, and new 
Neceſſities for Money; which Money, if ſuch 
len can have their Will, will only be to be 
ad from theſe Companies, and from them only, 
pon hard Conditions, and in exchange for 
ew Privileges, ſtill rending to the Detriment 
ff general Trade, and ending in the total Ruin 
of the Nation. af EET EPR 

The Nation will be provoked in Proportion 
is it is diftreſs'd ; ill Uſage will be return'd with 
Rage: And then, I dbubt not, when theſe 
Projectors have rendred the People diſtracted, 
hey will tell us that it will not be fafe to 
enture them with anther Election They 
vill do every Thing in their Power to make 
he Kingdom diaffected; and then urge that 
Diſaffection as a good Reaſon not to truſt 


nem, | | 
| This 
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This Conduct will produce neceſſarily mor 
and higher Diſcontents; Diſcontents will male 
Armies neceſſary; Armies will enflame thok 
Diſcontents {till more vehemently. 1 dare think 
no further — But fure there is no one wh 
loves King GEORGE and his Governr 


bur will endeavour to prevent theſe diſmi and 
Miſchiefs, before it is too late. f 
No Man living laments the Calamii Te 
brought upon his Country, more than Iten 
thoſe brought upon mine: And yet I freeh ta. 
own, that I think the paying off the Nation for 
Debts, and reſtoring, by that Means, the Kingſthe 
dom to its Power, its Grandeur, and its Sec Me 
rity again, was an End worth all the Ex kn. 
which we have yet ſuffered ; an End which C 
ought, if poſſible, to have been purchaſclſto ; 
with greater than we have yet ſuffered, if Ment 
could not otherwife have been purchas d. sor 
think it ought to have been done, tho? atten J 
ed with many ill Circumſtances; and mig Vit 
have been done even upon thoſe hard Tem pro 
with Juſtice to private Men, and Honour to ti Hrity 
Nation. We are not a People without it; n cur 
is it worth while to diſpute about the belithe 
Cabbin in a Ship that is ſinking. if 1 
This Prolpect gave me ſome Pleaſure, a unt 
ſome Relief ro my Thoughts, made anxio dna 
| by the melancholly and importunate ClamounWethe 
of Thouſands and Ten Thouſands of he 
diſtreſſed Countrymen : But when I was toto 
that a Project was formed by Men of Figur ing 
Power, and Fortune, to give back all, and t wil 
only Advantage which we were to reap, fore 
Gt 


could reap from ſo many Miſeries; and _ 
* C i 
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could alone palliate or excuſe ſuch à wild and 

geſperate Attempt, and which was ever offered, 
or can yet be ſuggeſted by the wiſeſt Men in 
behalf of it; I confeſs I was ſeiz d with Hor- 
ror and Confuſion from ſuch News, and could 
ſe nothing before my Eyes but total Deſolation 
5 ad final Ruin. i1 i 44225 
To tell us that this is to be done out of 
enderneſs to the Miſerable, is adding Con. 
tempt to the Injury: It is inſulting our Under- 
ſtandings, and playing with the publick Mif. 
fortunes; it is firſt to make us Beggars, and 
then to treat us like Idiots. With as much 
Modeſty did a grand Monarch, who was 
known to make himſelf Sport, for above half 
a Century, with the Lives of Men, pretend 
to — his Deſire of Peace, upon a conſet- 
entious Inclination he had to prevent the Effu- 
fion of Chriſtian Blood. 7 
Thoſe who have the leaſt. Compaſſion; 
Virtue and Tenderneſs, will ſhew it upon the 
propereſt Objects: they will prefer the Secu. 
rity and Welfare of many Millions, to the Se- 
urity and Welfare of ſome: Thouſands, tho 
they ſhould prove many T houſands ; efpecially 
if the latter prove to have been covetous and 
Wunthinking Met, caught themſelves in the 
ou Snare which they ſpread for others: For by 
theſe wild Bargains, no Man is undone, but 
e who intended the Favour, of being undone, 
so ſomebody elfe. Theſe Gentlemen, pretend- 
ing to ſo much Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, 
vill not at leaſt ſacrifice thoſe who always 
foreſaw the Miſchief, and always oppoſed it, 
to the Relief of ſuch who contributed to 4 
no 
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vho made corrupt Applications for an earl 
Admittance into the Advantage of the Secret 
who ſwallow'd Plumbs in their Imagination 
and ridiculed as Fools or Beggars all that ken 
at a wiſe and honeſt Diſtance,  ' - 
. Pity and Compaſlion are charming and en 
gaging Sounds, when rightly -' applied ; bi 
Prey and * 977" do not conſiſt in protect 
ing Criminals from Juſtice, and in ſuffering the 
Devottrers of a Nation to go off with the 
Plunder of a Nation ; nor in opprefling the 
People over again, to make the Loſer amends: 
Neither do they conſiſt in giving away the pub 
lick "Treaſure of Nations to private Men for n 
Reaſon, or for very bad Reaſons; nor in engap 
ing a Kingdom in wild and romantick Expencey 
to ſerve wild and romantick Purpoſes ; neithe 
do they conſiſt in ſacrificing the Trade and M 
nufacture of a whole People, and in Conſeque 
the Bread of a whole People, to the deſtructiꝶ 
Intereſts of Societies of Stock- Iobbers, combine 
with publick Plunderers for mutual Defence. 
Our wiſe and diſintereſted Legiſlature meat 
other Things; they have told us that they 
will not relieve one Part of the diſtreſſed and 
deluded Bubbles, to the Detriment of others 
who have as much Pretence to Relief as them 
ſelves; and it is impoſſible to imagine that the 
will give up the 1 1 and almoſt de 
ſpairing People {whoſe Intereſts they are choſe 
to aſſert) to repair the Lofles of unwary Men 
and to put thirty Millions in the Pockets o 
twenty Stock-Jobbers. | 
Can it be ſuppoſed that the Parliament wil 
refuſe to make void haſty and private Berg | 
ounce 
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zunded in Corruption and Fraud, and made 
vithout any one honeſt Conſideration ? And 

all this Refuſal be made for the publick 
ood? And 2 ſhall that very Parliament be 
hought capable of making void a publick 
gargain, made for the publick Good, with the 
reateſt Deliberation, and upon the weight 
otives in the World? Which Bargain was 
ndeed the chief, if not the only Cauſe, that 
Irew upon us our preſent great Calamities. 
But we are told by the Projectors, that the 
ompany is not able to pay the Publick the 
zum ſtipulated; and the King muſt loſe his 
Night, where his Right is not to be had. This 
impudently as well as ſtupidly ſaid; for the 
Security is already in the Hands of the Publick: 
The Nation owes the Company near Forty 
lillions, and nothing is neceſſary but to ſtop 
he Payment of n YL 12 
But it is further urged by the Projectors, 
hat the Company will be undone, if ſo much 
s ſtopt from them; and J aver, that the Na- 
ion is undone, . if it is not ſtopt. 
Here a very pleaſant Obſervation offers it 
lf: For this very ſame Project, which would 
ercifully remit to the South-Sea the ſeven 
lillions due by them to the Publick, is in- 
ended to raiſe a Hundred Pounds Capital 
rock, in the Company, to three or four Hun- 
red Pounds in Value; 1 will ſuppoſe only 
o three Hundred; and even then their preſent 
apital being about twenty ſix Millions, the 
whole will be worth about eighty Millions; and 
urely, if the Publick gives them ſuch an im- 

Nenſe Advantage, they may well afford to 

pay 


e 
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pay the ſmall Sum of ſeven Millions; duet 
the Publick, out of it: Our own Laws, ar 
the Laws of every Country in the Work 
give Precedence to the Prerogative, in the By 
Laa of Debtor and Creditor; and alwy 
ſecure the Debts due to the Publick, whateye 
becomes of thoſe:due to 7 Men.  Surd 
we ſhall not reject the Wiſdom of Nation 

and invert the Maxims of Government, th 
while we confirm the Bargains of particu 
Men, we deſtroy thoſe made for the Benefit 
all the Men in the Kingdom. 

But there is yet ſomething more abſurd i 
this Project: For the Bargain was made wit 
the Old Company, who. were to give thre 
Millions and a half, certain, to the Public 
and about three Millions more, if they cou 
purchaſe in the. Annuitants: Which Sum t 
could have afforded to the Publick, if th 
could but have raifed their. Stock Thirty jt 
Cent. upon the whole Stock ſo united: But 
have, in Fact, feen its imaginary Value « 
creaſed, at one Time, more than two Hundre 
Millions; which has enabled thoſè in the & 
cret, to carry off more than twenty, if n 
thirty Millions. 1 1 

Valuing the Stock, at preſent, at two 
dred, which is leſs than * Stock ſells for, th 
old Capital alone is advanced near twel 
Millions above its firſt Value; and conſe 
ly is able to pay Seven, without the Aſſiltand 
of the New Subſcribers : And, if the Project 
of the Scheme advance the Stock to three « 
four Hundred, as they pretend they will; th 


the firſt Contractors, and thoſe who . | 
thei 
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eir Places, will double or treble their Capital; 

o' they alone were to pay the Publick the 
or Convention which has enabled them 

D CO 10. 8 * 
Hard Fate of poor England, to be thus the 
ſt regarded, even in Schemes and Deliberati- 
ns which purely regard England ! Private 
en, who have been bubbled, are to be pitied; 

ut muſt Private Men, who have contributed 
the Publick Ruin and their own, be regarded 
referably to the Publick ; and muſt Publick 
ompaſlion be ſhewn to Private Dupes, rather 
an to the Publick its ſelf-? | 

wi Poor England! What a Name art thou be- 
dme! a Name of Infatuation and Miſery! 
low art thou fallen! how plundered ! And 
ou oe that have done it, would, to keep their 
poil, agree to atliſt others to ſqueeze out thy 
ſt Dregs, and to ſuck out thy remaining 
lood. How paſlive do they think thee! How 
me would they make thee! an eaſy Prey for 
erourers; who, while they hold thee faſt, 
dgripe thee hard with Iron Claws, aggravate _ 
yy Miſery by mocking it, and inſolently talk 
Compaſſion: . . J 
What keener Indignities can they do us, than 
us to jeſt with us, while we are gaſping, 
, thiWhile we are expiring, in the midſt of the 
angs and Convulſions into which they have 
antonly and wickedly thrown us ! Rk! 
Odd is that Compaſſion which ariſes from 
uilt and Avarice ; and with how much Mo- 
(ity would they Chriſten, with the deludin 

ile of Pity, that Conduct, which woul 
ove in effect to be only Impunity to the 
Murder- 
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Murderers of our Proſperity, and the Mang 
of their Country! Thus would they inſult « 
Underſtanding, and deal with us as if we þ 
none. 5 TONS 
How long ſhall we ſuffer under this punge 
Uſage, this painful Diſgrace to our Senſe : 
our Spirit ? Patience under Indignities, invit 
freſh Indignities. We ſee our Parricides do, 
it were, take Pains to invent new Miſeries { 
us—A hard Tack! conſidering thoſe t 
have already accompliſhed. Nay, they at 
if they deſpair'd of making us deſperate. 
They may be miſtaken. And indeed, in i 
whole String of their Politicks, I could nen 
diſcover any one Symptom of their Skill 
Human Nature, except-that which they lean 
from Brokers and Pedlars in Stocks. 
In truth, Matters are come to that paſs, th 
un Endeavour to make them worſe, may p 
bably make them better; Res nolunt male ad 
niſtrari. All Men ſuffer, all Men are allarm# 
Reſentment rages high, and gathers thick fra 
all Quarters ; and tho' it may ſeem big wi 
ſome terrible Event, yet it may be preven 
by Anticipation, 53 
Our Eyes are upon the Parliament, and 
are the Eyes of Europe, We have begun 
conceive Hope from the bold and uprig 
Spirit, which appears in our Repreſentative! 
right us and to revenge us. They have, indet 
a great and unprecedented Opportunity gil 
them of ſecuring to themſelves, in the Heat 
of all Engliſhmen, a Monument of grate 
Praiſe and Publick Spirit, and of perperuati 
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t Praiſe in the Memory of every Briton, till 
me ſhall be no more 
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Alus Pepuli Fu prema Lex eſto : That the Benefit 


A and Safety of the People conſtitutes the ſupreme 

”, is a univerſal and everlaſting Maxim in 
n rernment: It can never be altered by mu- 
en ipal Statutes : No Cuſtoms can change, no 


ftive Inſtitutions can abrogate, and no Time 
efface this primary Law of Nature and 
tions, The fole End of Mens entring into 
tical Societies, was mutual Protection and 
fence; and whatever Power does not con- 
bute to thoſe Purpoſes, is not Government, 
Uſurpation. | | 
very Mam: in the. State of Nature, had a 
pht to repel Injuries, and to revenge them; 


le Injuries, ' and to prevent their being again 
3 and this he might do, —, de- 


ring beforchand what Injuries ie would 
ie ih. Seeing therefore, that this Right was 
1 ggerent in every private Man, it is abſurd to 
den poſe that National Legiſſatures, to whom 
gr Man's private Power is committed, have 


the ſame Right, and ought not to exerciſe 
pon proper Occaſions. _ 1.7274 8 
rimes being the Objects of Laws, there 
re Crimes before there were Laws to — 
them; 


3 
= 


tis, he had a Right to puniſh the Authors of 
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they would have a Right, and it would be d 


Actions, by which one Man hurts another 


2 4 2 * 


* 


them; and yet from the Hegin ming the 
ſerved to be puniſhed by the Perſon affe 
them, or by the Society, and Number of 
united with him for common Security, 1 
without the Sentence of a common ' Jud 
(called. by us the. Magiſtrate) formally 
pointed to condemn Offenders. - 

Laws, for the moſt part, do not n 
Crimes, but ſuit and adapt Puniſhments to { 
Actions as all Mankind knew to be Crimes 
fore: And tho? National Governments ſh 
never enact any poſitive Laws, and never 
nex particular Penalties to known Offences; 


Duty, to puniſh thoſe Offences, accordin 
their beſt Diſcretion; and much more ſo . 
Crimes committed are ſo great, that no hun 
Wiſdom could foreſee that any Man could 
wicked and deſperate enough to commit thet 
Lawyers diſtinguiſh betwixt Malum pri 
tum and Malum in ſe ; that is, between Cri 
that are ſo in their own Nature, and Crit 
that owe their Pravity to a Diſobedience to 
ſitive Laws. Of the former Sort are all tl 


his Reputation, his Perſon, or his Fortune; 1 
thoſe Actions are ſtill more heinous, if f 
injure, or are intended to injure the v 
Society, | 6 TER 
The latter Sort conſiſts of ſuch Crimes 
reſult from what Legiſlatures enact for 
particular Benefit of private Societies; as L 
concerning the Regularity of Trade, the M 
ner of chooſing Magiſtrates, Local Orders, 
from ſuch politive Inſtitutions, as receive 5 


ce alone from the Powers that enact them. 
w thoſe Crimes were not ſo before they 
re declared ſo; and conſequently; no Man 
zs before under any Obligation to avoid 


t would be very ſevere and unjuſt to puniſh 
Man for an undeſign'd Tranſgreſſion of the 
ter Sort; that is, for ſuch Actions as he 
zught he might lawfully and honeſtly. do, 
{ which he had never Notice given him not 
do. But to infer from thence, that a Vil- 
n may deſpiſe all the Laws of God and Na- 
e, ruin Thouſands of his Fellow. Subjects, 
] overturn Nations with Impunity, becauſe 
h Villainy was too monſtrous for human 
refight and Prevention, is ſomething ſo ab- 
d, that I am aſham'd to confute it. 
is is nothing leſs than aſſerting, that 4 
tion has not a Power within itſelf to ſave 
If : That the Whole ought not to preſerve 
Whole : That. particular Men have the 
erty to ſubvert the Government which pro- 
its them, and yet continue to be 4 jc rang 
that Government which they would deſtroy : 
at they. may. overturn all Law, and yet 
ape by not being within the expreſs Words 
any particular Law. Ari . 
nere are Crimes ſo monſtrous and ſhocking, 
it Wiſe States would not ſuffer them to ſtan 
their Statute-Books ; becauſe they would not 
t ſuch an Indignity upon human Nature, as 
ſuppoſe it capable - of committing them. 
ey would not mention what they imagin'd 
ald never be practiſed. The Old Romans, 
refore, had no Law againſt Parricide ; and 
| yet 
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yet there was no want of Puniſhment for p 
cides from the Want of Law: Thoſe black 
enormous Criminals were ſewed up in a 
and thrown into the Tyber. 3? NM; 5 CO TS. 
In Holland, there was no Law againſt l 
Breaking fraudulently: j and yet the firſt 
who was known to do fo, was immediat 
executed, and his Eſtate divided among 
In England, tis ſaid, there was no Lay, 
lately, againſt the. burning of Ships; and 
if any Man had burn'd the Royal Navy 
England, lying at Anchor, ought not his Cry 
which it ſeems was not Felony, to have h 
declared High- Treaſoon hh? 
Many Nations have had particular Offc 
appointed on purpoſe to puniſſ uncom 
Crimes, which were not within the Reach 
ordinary Juſtice. The Romans:hadia Dita 
a great and extraordinary Magiſtrate, vel 
with an extraordinary Power, as he was crea 
on extraordinary Exigences; and his Conn 
ſion was limited only by the Publick G0 
and conſiſted in a very ſhort Direction, Ne, 
detrimenti Reſpublica capiat ; in Engliſh,. to | 
the State. | e 
This powerful Officer was once created 
purpoſe to put to Death Spurius Mælius 
giving gratis to the People a large Quantity 
Corn, in a Time of Famine. This Liberal 
of his was conſtrued by the Senate, an am 
tious Bribe to catch the Hearts of the M 
tude, in order to ſeize their Liberties 
Spurius Mealius ——- predives, rem utilem 
mo exemplo, pejore conſilio eſt aggreſſus : = 
ent 


7 
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nock a public and plauſible Thing, but of 
Example, and with a worſe Deſign. Largi« 
nes frumenti Facere inſtituit. His avow'd Pre- 
ce was to relieve: the Poor; Piebemq; hae: 
nere delinitam, "quacung,; incederet conſpettus 
tuſq; ſupra modum haminis privati, ſecum tra- 
ze: He cajol'd the People, intending to en- 
re them; and growing too powerful for a 
jbject, became terrible o the common Li- 
ty, which is ſupported by Equality. Ipſe, 
eſt humanus animus inſatiabilis eo quod fortuna 
mdet, ad altiora & non conceſſa tendere: The 
ind of Man is reſtleſs, and cannot ſtand ſtill, 
r ſet Bounds to its Purſuits. It is not to be 
pected that one of our Million Men, (and 
y ſay. we have ſeveral) will fit down and be 
ntent with his Millions, though he were al- 
ved to keep them, (which God forbid!) He 
ill be making new: Puſhes: for new Acquiſi- 
ns, having ſuch ample Means in his. Hands. 
145 Melius would at firſt have been content 
ith the Conſulate, or chief Magiſtracy in or- 
ary; but becauſe he found that even that 
uld not be got without Force, he thought 
e ſame Force would as well carry him up 
pher, and make him King —— Et quoniam 


* 


d /½atus guog; eripiendus invitis patribus eſſet, 
5 Rego agitare. "The T raytor had been fi 
i ed to carry a great Point, he had abuſed the 


blick, and deceived the People. The Se- 
te, therefore, take him to task, and there 
ing no Law ſubſiſting, by which he could 
put to Death Con ſules legibus conſtriai, 
quaquam tantum virium in Mag iſtratu ad eam 
w- pro atrocitate vindicandam quantum anims 
| haberent ; 
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only ſeeking a Power to oppreſs. Fidem pi 


But he was deceived : And, the Dictator td 


Was not to be proceeded with as with a Citin 


haberent; They therefore create a DiQator, 
Officer with Power, for a Time, to ſuf 
Laws, and make Laws. The Occaſion 
great ——— Opus eſſe non forti ſolum vito, f. 
etiam LIBE RO, E XSOLUTOQUE- LEGU 
VINCULIS. IL. Quincius Cincinnatus was tf 
Man, a true and brave old Republican, wh 
worthily and boldly did his Work, and by f 
_ = his Maſter — the Hon ſlew ü 
mighty. Traytar, impudently imploring f 
publick Faith, to which he was a — , 
my; and complaining: of the Power of 0) 

on, when the ſhameleſs Villain had be 


Roman# implorare; & opprimi ſe CO NSE NN 
PATRUM DICERE. He knew his 
lainies were out of the Reach of the Law, u 
he did not. dream of an extraordinary Meth 
of puniſhing them by the Roman Parliamet 


the People, that being a ſort of an Outlay, | 


of Rome : Nec cum eo tanquam cum Cive 4 
dum fuiſſe. An unuſual Death was due to! 
monſtrous Wickedneſs : Non pro ſcelere id maji 
quam pro monſtro habendum. Nor was his Blo 
alone, ſays the wiſe Dictator, ſufficient toe 
piate hisGuilt,unleſs we alſo pull down hisHoul 
where ſuch crying Crimes were firſt conceiv 
and confiſcate to the publick Uſe his Eſtate 
his Treaſures, the Price and Means of the pul 
lick Ruin. And his Eſtate was according! 
given to the Publick — Nec fatis eſſe ſangui 
ejus expiatum, niſi tecta parieteſq; inter que tt 
tum amentiæ conceptum eſſet, diſſiparentar ; boni 
contal 
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nada pretiis Regni mercandi publicarentur : 
bere Fs: Que e ones ea — in pub- 
um redigere : The Treaſury had them for the 
ſe of the Publick. A 5 4 2064 bo 
Thus did the Great, the Wiſe, and the Free 
mans puniſh” this . by a 
bwer that was not ordinary. They likewiſe 
erted it upon other Occaſions; nor were they 
2 only People that did fo. ads bb 
The Athenians, grown jealous by having loſt 
ir Liberties, by the Uſurpation of a private 
t too powerful Citizen, durſt never truſt this 
at Power to any ſingle Magiſtrate, or even 
a Council. They would not however part 
th it, but reſerved it to the whole Body of 
People, agreeably to the Nature of a po- 
lar Government. In this jealous State, it 
$a Crime to be popular, much more to af- 
. They would not allow a Man 
have it in his Power to enſtave his Country. 
d, indeed, it is Wiſdom in a State, and a 
n that they judge well, to 3 that all 
n, who can enſlave them, will enſlave them. 
neroſity, Self-denial, and private and per- 
al Virtues, are in Politicks but mere Names, 
rather Cant Words, that go for _— with 
e Men, tho* they may cheat the Vulgar. 
e Athenians knew this; and therefore ap- 
nted a Method of puniſhing great Men, tho? 
y could * no other Crime againſt them 
that of being great Men, This Puniſh- 
t was called the Oſtraciſm, or the Sentence 
Majority, in a Ballot by Oyſter- ſnells; by 
ch a ſuſpected Citizen was adjudged to Ba- 
ment for Ten Years. They would not truſt. 
OL. I. E S 


te 


eat 
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to the Virtue and Moderation of any privat 
Subject, capable by being great, to be miſchi 
vous; but would rather hurt a private Subjed 
than endanger the publick Liberty. Worth 
Men are thought to have ſuffered unjuſtly h 
this Oftraciſm ; and it may be true, for ough 
I know; but {till it ſecured the Publick, a 
long ſecured it, Weak and babbling Men, wh 
penetrate no deeper than Words, may bla 
this politick Severity in the Commonwealth 
Athens; but it is juſtified, in that it was politi 

In Venice, a wiſe, ancient, and honourall 
Republick, there is a Council of Ten, whit 
exerciſes this extraordinary Power: Every; 
bitrary Prince in the World exerciſes it ; a 
every free State in the World has an undoub 
ed Right to exerciſe it, tho* they have.nen 
delegated their Power to particular Magiſtrat 
to exerciſe it for them. 

In England, indeed, we have not delegat 
this Power at all ; becauſe we very well kno 
who mult have had it, and what Uſe would! 
made of it. The Legiſlature, therefore, h 
reſerved this Power to itſelf, and has an u 
doubted Right to exerciſe it; and has oft 
done ſo upon extraordinary Occaſions. It ou 
indeed to be exerciſed but upon extraordir 
Occaſions. Fove's Thunderbolts were ot 
launch'd againſt ſuch as provok'd the Th 
derbolts of Fove. , | 

I ſhall, in my next Letter to you, ap 
there general Maxims of Government to « 
n L Conſtitution, and to the prele 
Occaſion, Which calls aloud for Fove's Help: 

Thunder, > 
I am, &c, 
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SIR, 
REASON, properly fo called, in Latin 


Crimen læſæ Majeſtatis, is in all Countries 
he ſame : It is an Endeavour to 1 or to 
o ſome notable Miſchief to the Publick ; of 
hich every Man is a Part, and with which 
e has joined himſelf for mutual Defence, un- 
der what Form ſoever the Adminiſtration is 
xerciſed. I own, leſſer Crimes are ſometimes 
alled by the ſame Name, and ſubjected to the 
ame Puniſhment. | 
An Attempt to deſtroy the chief Magiſtrate of 
Commonwealth, or the General of an Army 
the Field, or the Governour of a Town du- 
ing a Siege, are certainly Treaſons every where; 
ecauſe in ſuch Attempts, when they ſucceed, 
s often involved the Ruin of States. They alſo 
re doubtleſs guilty of High Treaſon, who, be- 
g entruſted with the Wealth, Security, and 
appineſs of Kingdoms, do yet owing per- 
ert that Truſt, to the undoing of that People 

hom they are obliged by undeſerved Rewards, 
well as by all the Ties of — Juſtice, 
onour, and Gratitude, to defend and protect. 
'Tis the ſame if any Number of Men, tho? 
a leſſer Truſt, or in no Truſt at all, ſhould 
eliberately and knowingly deſtroy Thouſands 
{ their Fellow. Subjects, and overturn the 
rade and publick Credit of the Nation, to 
nrich themſelves and their Accomplices. | 
oe E 2 Theſe, 
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whatever is neceſſary to the Publick Safety), i 


Theſe, and Crimes of the like Nature, an 
Treaſons from the Nature of Things ther 
ſelves, antecedent to all Laws that call then 
ſo; and will be Treaſons, though Laws gai 
ed by Subornation ſhould call them other wiſe 
And every State has a Right to treat tho 
who commit them, as Traytors and Parricide 
In truth, there are as many of theſe. Kind 
of Treaſons, as there are different Methods 9 
conſpiring againſt Kingdoms; and the Cy 
minals, though ever ſo Great, deſerve Deal 
and Conhſcatjon ; that is, they ought to | 
deſtroyed by the People whom they woul 
deſtroy. 

The great Principle of Self - preſervatic 
which is the firſt and fundamental Law of N. 


ture, calls for this Proceedure : The Securiy T 
of Commonwealths depends upon it; the ver kr 
Being of Government makes it neceſſary ; and ay 

uir 


jult, - : | | 
The Fate of Millions, and the Being d 
States, mult not ſtand and fall by the Diſt 
ctions of Monks, coined in Colleges, or by the 
Chicane of Petty-Foggers; who would brin 
every Thing within the narrow Verge of ther 
own Knowledge, and under their own Juri 
diction and Cognizance; and would determi 
all Things by the Rules of inferior Judict 
tures, the Gibberiſh of private Practiſers, an 
the Sayings of Old Women, or of thoſe wht 
are like Old Women; whoſe Brains are ad: 
dled by being long jumbled, and always tum 
ed round within the ſcanty Circle of priv: 


Courts, not daring to venture at a bold and 
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ee Thought out of them, however ſelf-evi- 
I-nt ; like ſome Carriers Horſes, that are uſed 
22 Track, and know not how to travel in an 
pen Road, | 
But Queſtions of this Kind belong ad aliud 
ramen, and ought to be brought before an 


proper and ſafe Judges; what is done a- 
ainſt All, ſhould be judged by All. Nor are 
er Reſolutions 'to conſined by any o- 
er Rule than quid eſt utile, quid honeſtum, 
eneral Juſtice, and the general Good. Reli- 
jon, Vertue, common Senſe, and the Pub- 
ck Peace and Felicity, are the only Council 
) be admitted either for the Publick or the 
riſoners. [Ori 
The. Conſpirators againſt Mankind ought 
now, that no.;Subtertuges, or Tergiverſa- 
ons; no Kknaviſh Subtilties, or pedantick 
uirks of Lawyers; no Evaſions, no Skulkings 
hind known Statutes; no Combinations, or 
retended Commiſſions, ſhall be able to skreen 
protect them from publick Juſtice. They 
ght to know, that there is a Power in be- 
g, that can follow them through all their 
ark Labyrinths and doubling Meanders ; a- 
ower, that can cruſh them to Pieces, though 
ey change into all the Shapes of Proteus, to 
oid the Fury of Hercules; a Power, conhned 
no Limitation, but that of Publick Juſtice 
d the Publick Good; a Power, that does 
ot follow Precedents, but makes them; a 
ower, which has this for its Principle, that 
traordinary Crimes ought not to be tried 
y ordinary Rules, and that unprecedented. 
5; apt Villainies 


her Tribunal: The Legiſlature are the on- 
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Villainies ought to have unprecedented Puniſh! 
ments. | 

But tho” in all Governments, this great Poy: 
er muſt exiſt ſomewhere, yet it can rarely be 
delegated with Prudence to inferior Magi 
ſtrates; who, out of Ambition, Revenge, 
Faction, or for Bribes and Preferments, or ou 
of Fear or Flattery, or in concert with the il 
Meaſures and ſelfiſh Intrigues of Statefmen, 
may pervert ſo dangerous a Truſt to the Ds 
ſtruction of thoſe whom it was intended to x 
ſerve. e | 

This particularly has been the Cafe of Eq 
land: We know by what Means Judges wen 
often mace, and from what Conduct they ex 
pected farther Preferment, and from whom the 
looked for Protection: For this Reaſon; the 
were. and ought to be confined in their Juri 
diction relating to Treaſon, and the Mannerd 
trying it. | 2 

Undoubtedly every Intention manifeſted þ 
Act to deſtroy the Conſtitution and Goven 
ment, was Treaſon by the common La 
of England. But why do I fay of Ex 
land, Fnte it is and ever was, Treaſon in en 
ry Country throughout the World? Thi 
Treaſon equally extends to thoſe, who woult 
ſubvert either Houſe of Parliament, or tht 
Rights and Privileges of the People, as to thok 
who attempted to deſtroy the Perſon of th 
King, or to dethrone him. And indeed, whd 
can be more abfurd, than to ſuppofe it tob 
the higheſt Crime to attempt to deftray one 
Man, for no other Reaſon but that he is King 
and yet not to ſuppoſe it the higheſt Crim 
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>» deſtroy that People, for whoſe Benefit a- 
one he was made King, and for whoſe Sake 
ndeed there ever was ſuch a thing as a King in 
he World. 

But tho? this Fee was ſelf evident, 
nd muſt ever be aſſented to as ſoon as menti- 
ned, yet by the Flattery of Prieſts and ſervile 

awyers, the Salus Populi, or Security of the 
tate, ſoon came to Genify only the unbound- 
d Power and Sovereignty of the Prince ; and it 
became Treaſon to hinder One, conſtituted, 
nd grandly maintained out of the People's La- 
yur and Wealth, for the Publick Safety, from 
eftroying the Publick Safety. Our Anceſtors 
ound, by lamentable Experience, that unwor- 
by Men, preferred by corrupt Miniſters for 
nworthy Ends, made Treaſons free only of 
he Court ; that the leaſt Attempt to 3 
unlimited and unlawful Authority, was often 
alled Treaſon; and that the higheſt Treaſons 
ff all, which were thoſe againſt the Common- 
vealh, might be committed with Impunity, 
\pplauſe and Rewards. | 

It was therefore high time to apply an ade- 
zuate Remedy to an enormous Miſchief, which 
truck at the whole State, and at the Fortunes 
nd Lives of every Subject in England. The 
ttatute therefore of the 25th of Edward III. 
as enacted, which enumerates the ſeveral Spe- 
ies or Kinds of Treaſons, which ſhall conti- 
ue to be eſteemed Treaſons, and be adjudged 
0 by the King's Juſtices; and are chiefly 
hoſe which relate to the King's Perſon, his 
amily, and Dignity : Theſe the Parliament 
hought they might ſafely truſt to the Ex- 
4 | am:ination 
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amination of the King's Judges, under ſud 
Limitations and Regulations as the Act pn 
ſents. N e 

But it is plain from the ſame Act, t 
they did not intend to confine all Treaſons x 
thoſe recited there, becauſe it is declared i 
the following Words, viz. If any other Ca 
ſuppoſed Treaſon, not before ſpecified, ſhall hy 
pen before any Fuſtices, they ſhall ſtay Jud 
ment, till the Cauſe be ſhewed before the Parli 
ment, whether it ought to be judged Treaſon 
not. | 
So that here is a plain Declaration of th 
Legiſlature (if any Man can poſlibly think ſud 
a Declaration wanting) that other Crimes wa 
Treaſon, and ought to be pufiſhed as Tre 
ſon, (though not by the King's Judges) beſidt 
thoſe recited in the Act; which were, as hu 
been ſaid, deſigned only to extend to Treaſon 
Which were committed againſt our Lord th 
King, and his Royal Majeſty, as the Act er 
— ſays. And 'tis evident from the whol 

enor of it, that it was intended purely t 
reſtrain the unlimited and exorbitant Jus 
diction, aſſumed by the King's Courts, i 
declaring Treafons, and ſacrificing by th 
Means whom they pleaſed to unlawiui 
Power. 

But as to the higheſt and moſt heinou 
Treaſons of all; ſuch as were Treaſons 1 
gainſt the Legiſlature, and againſt the who 
Body of the People, for whoſe bw alone 
there were any Treaſons againſt the King & 
all, ſeeing that their Safety was, in a gre 
Meaſure, included in his ; the * re 

I ervel 
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ſerred the Judgment of every ſuch Treaſon to 
themſelves: They did not alter what was 
Treaſon, but the Judges of ir. They knew 
that Treaſons againſt the Conſtitution could 
dom be committed, but by Miniſters and 
Favourites of Princes, protected by Power, 
and ſheltered by Authority; and that there- 
ore it would be abſurd to truſt the Puniſh- 
ment of ſuch potent Knaves, and criminal Fa- 
ourites, to Judges ade by themſelves; Judges, 
who would: neither have Inclination, Figure, 
or Character, to reach Crimes countenanced 
end perhaps authorized by a Richard 11. or an 
dward II. | 
ren Such Crimes, therefore, were the proper 
Objects of the awful Power of a Legiſlature; 
who will always be ſupported by the People 
hom they repreſent, when they exert them- 
ſelves for the Intereſt of that People. A 
Power, ſo ſupported, can make the loftieſt 
raytor quake. It can fetch corrupt Miniſters 
out of their dark Receſſes, and make their 
Heads a Victim to publick Vengeance. Eve- 
ry wiſe and good King will lend a willing Ear 
2 their dutiful Remonſtrances ; he will kear- 
ken to the importunate Cries of his People, 
= readily deliver up the Authors of their 
liſery. | 
One great Part of their Care, therefore, 
as ever been to call thoſe to Account, who 
Wave abuſed the Favour of their Royal Maſter, 
ind endeavoured to make him little and con- 
emptible to his- People; weakening by ſuch 
leans his Authority, and hazarding his 
Perſon, This, the People, whom they re- 
el CT; | Pre- 
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preſented, thought they had a Right to ei 
pect and demand from them; and this Juſt 
they have often done to their King and Cou 
try. 5 1 
* excellent Diſcourſe concerning Treaſmn 
and Bills of Attainder, was publiſhed foo 
after his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown; 
and ſhewed unanſwerably, that our 'Parl: 
ments, in almoſt every Reign fince the Con 
queſt, clatmed and exerciſed this Right, vpn 
extraordinary Occaſions ; and none ever, til 
lately, oppoſed it, but the Criminals wh 
were to ſuffer by it, and their Party : Some 
Gentlemen now living can give the beſt A 
count why that Book, and the Cries of even 
honeſt Man, had not their defired Effect. 
hope no Man will be deluded again by an 
practiſing the ſame Arts, and for the fant 
Reaſons too, \ 

The Length of this Letter will not allo 
me to draw from all theſe Reaſonings ”" 
Treaſon, ſuch Applications as I promiſed 1 
my laſt, and intended in this. 1 ſhall th 
fore defer theſe Applications to another, a 
perhaps more proper Occation. In the men 
while, I obſerve with Pleaſure the noble Spin 
ſhewn by our Legiflature, to puniſh, with 2 
exemplary Severity, the Murtherers of ou 
Credit, and the publick Enemies of our Libe 
ty and Proſperity. This revives every droq 
ing Heart, and kindles Joy in every Face, f 
ſpight of all our Miſeries. And this bring 
Terror, Trembling and Paleneſs upon ti 
Guilty, to ſee Death and Deſtruction purſuin 


them cloſe, and beſetting them hard on eve! 
Ny $10 


" 
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ide, They are in the Circu nces and the 
\gonies of the guilty Cain, who juſtly feared 
hat every Man he met. would kill him, Fa 


here was no Law then in being agair 
er. : „ 


F an, Kc. 
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N ſurveying the State of the World, one 1s 
often at a great loſs, whether to aſcribe 
he political Miſery of Mankind to their own 
olly and Credulity, or to the Knavery and 
mpudence of their pretended Managers. 
zoth theſe Cauſes do, in all ne 
oncur to produce the ſame Evil; and if 
here were no Bubbles, there would be no 
. Y . 
There muſt certainly be a vaſt Fund of Stu- 
idity in © hg Le elſe Men would 
ot be caught as they are, a Thouſand Times 
wer, by the ſame Snare; and while they: yet 
emember their paſt Misfortunes, go on to 
ourt and encourage the Cauſes to which they 
— owing, and which will again produce 
em. 
| will own, however, that Government 
akes more Fools, and more wiſe Men, than 
ature makes; and the Difference between 
lation and Nation, in Point of Virtue, Saga- 
ity and Arms, ariſes not from the different 
enius of the People; which, making 8 
| all - 
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ſmall Allowances for the Difference of Clima 
would be the ſame under the fame Regula 

ons; but from the different Genius of the 
Political Conſtitutions: The one perhaps m 
king common Senſe dangerous, and Enqui 
criminal, cowing the Spirits of Men, a 
rebuking the Sallies of Virtue; while d 
other, at the ſame time, encourages the |; 
provement of the Underſtanding, and rewan 
the [Diſcovery of Truth, and cultivates, 1 
a Vertue, the Love of Liberty and of one 
Country. 4 323 
And yet even in Countries where the bit 
eſt Liberty is allowed, and the greateſt Ligh 
ſhines, you generally find certain Men an 

Bodies of Men ſet apart to miſlead the Mul 

tude ; ho are ever abus'd with Words, an 

ver fond of the worſt of Things recommends 
by good Names; and who ever abhor the bel 
Things, and the moſt virtuous Actions, dis 
gured by ill Names. One of the great An 
therefore, of cheating Men, is to ſtudy the A. 

lication and Miſapplication of Sounds. — 

w loud Words rule the Majority, I had almot 
faid, the World. | 

Thus we have heard from our Fathers, aw 
ſeen in our own Days, that contemprible ll 
ſes, born in Poverty, and educated by Char 
ty, being often, from cleaning their Maſters 
Shoes, preferred unexpectedly and undeſerve 
ly to Offices and Preferments' in the Churck 
have had the Front to call themſelves the Chun 
it ſelf, and every one its Enemy, who depiſet 
their Meanneſs, expoſed their reverend Knare 
ry, and laughed at their Grimace. ; 
's ö 
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And thus we have been told of the Times, 
and ſome Men now living do remember to 
have ſeen them, when unworthy Men, who by 
Faction and Treachery, by mean Compliances 
with Power, or by inſolently daring of Authority, 
having raiſed themſelves toWealth and Honours, 
and to the Power of betraying ſome confidera- 
ble Truſt, have had the provoking Sawcineſs 
to call themſelves the Government, and their 
own Rogueries his then Majeſty's Meafures ; 
and the next Thing was to pronounce all thoſe 
Enemics to his. then Majeſty, who would en- 
deavour to reſcue their abufed King and fink- 
ing Country, out of their devouring and pollu- 
ted Claws. 5 8 e 
In King Charles T's Time, the great Earl of 
trafford, and little Archbiſhop» Laud, told the 
Nation, that his Majeſty's Meaſures were 
he governing without Parliaments, a Power 
vithout Reſerve in the State, a flaming Po- 
piſh Hierarchy in the Church, abſolute and 
abject Submiſſion in the People, and a Barba- 
jan Army ot Iriſh Papiſts to ſupport and infure 
all theſe worthy Meaſures. But the untimely 
Death of one of theſe Offenders, and the 
npriſonment of the other, broke all thoſe fine 
Meaſures. | 
In the Reign of Charles II. Penſionary Par- 
iaments, a general Depravation of Manners, 
wards increaſed into Armies, and Popiſh Re- 
gion and a Popiſh Succeſſor, Popiſh Leagues, 
nd Proteſtant Wars, were called by wicked 
len his Majeſty's Meaſures ; and all honeſt 
len and good Subjects were called his Ma- 
elty's Enemies: And, when that Prince * 
that 


att 
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 thattheſe Meaſures of his Miniſtry created end 
lefs Jealouſies to his People, and endleſs 

eaſineſs to himſelf, and he reſolved to take oth 

Meaſures of his own, it js thought they put 

fhort.End to all his Meaſures. | 

When King James came to the Crown, thi 

© 2g Bigotry apart, he had many Royal Vir 
1 tues, being a Prince of Induſtry and good Occ 
= nomy; yet he ſuffer d himſdlf to be govern 
\ by a Sett of Sycophants, many of them 
fooliſh as. they were miſchievous. The Eſt 
4 bliſhment of bare-faced Romſb Popery in ti 
Church, and a lawleſs Tyranny in the Prince 
became then his Majeſty's Meaſures ; and thy 


Miniſters, who advifed and promoted then 
call'd themſelves the Government; and whoerve 
12 his Reaſon, his Honeſty, and his put 
lick Spirit, againſt thoſe Traytors to the Put 
lick, was charged with flying in the Face d 
the Government, and oppoſing his Majeſty 
Meaſures. In what theſe Meaſures ended, i 
| well known. They coſt his Majeſty his King 
| doms, and made him an honourable Beggar i 

| France all his Life, for his daily Bread. 
King William, when he came to the Cron 
brought with him the Hearts, and Hands, ani 
4 the good Wiſhes of every honeſt Man in Ex 
8 land: and was ſupported by theſe Men through 
| a tedious and expenſive War, unknown to out 
Anceſtors ; which, . when he had finiſhed, and 
the exhauſted People expected ſome Relaxation 
from their Sufferings, they were given to kno! 
| by ſome Court Paraſites, that his Majeſty 
L Meaſures was a Standing Army in Time 


Peace, under the Inſpection of Taria 
ll 


his unexpected Spirit in the Court, gave ſy 
louſy to thoſe WhO were beſt effcdted £0 155 | 
zjeſty's Perſon and Government, that with 
tief J call to Mind the Difhculties and Anxie- 
which that great Prince felt ever afterwards - 
the End of his Reiag. 
As to Queen Anne, I ſhall ſay no more, than 
at it is fhrewdly ſuſpected, that what her 
fajefty's Miniſtry had the Tnſolence to call 
er Majeſty's Meaſures, broke her Majeſty's 
nen EIS Hh Be ET 
Let Mankind therefore learn Experience from 
many Misfortunes, and bear no longer to hear 
e worſt Things: called by the beſt Names ; 
or ſuffer hereafter the brighteſt and moſt con- 
icuous Virtues of the wiſeſt and moſt benefi- 
ent Princes, to be ſullied by Actions which 
ey do not countenance, nor even know of. 
t them not permit the Vices of the worſt of 
rvants, to be laid at the Door of the beſt of 
laters. „„ | 
We, in this Land, are very fure that we are 
lefſed with the beſt King in the World, who 
elires of his People nothing but their own 
reatneſs and Felicity: A Prince, ready to 
revent their Wiſhes, and to give them more 
an their Duty ought to ſuffer them to ask. 
et us ſhew our Duty to this our great and be- 
evolent Sovereign ; let us endeavour to alle- 
ate his Cares, and eaſe him of all ungrateſul 
zurthens; let us take upon ourſelves the heavy 
abour of cleanſing the Augean Stables, and of 
urting off all the Hydra's Heads at Once, 

The Law tells us, that the King can do no 
Tong: And I thank God, we have a King 


that 


CATOs LETTERS 87 E 


88 CATOSLETTERS. 


that would not, if he chu¹d. But the great 
Servants to Princes may do wrong, and ofy 
have done it; and the Repreſentatives of i 
People have an undoubted Right to call them 
an Account for it. 7 15.448 365” Hon 
In Truth, every private Subject has a Rip 
to watch the Steps of thoſe who would bet 
their Country; nor is he to take their We 
about the Motives of their Deſigns,” but 
judge of their Deſigus by the Event. 
This is the Principle of a Whig, this f 
Doctrine of Liberty; and tis as much Knave 
to deny this Doctrine, as it is Folly to rid; 
it. Some will tell us, that this is ſetting up 
Mob for Stateſmnen, and for the Cenfſurer 
States. The Word Mob does not at all m 
me, on this Occaſion, nor weaken the Gro 
1 go upon. It is certain, that the whole he 
ple, who are the Publick, are the beſt Judy 
whether Things go ill or well with the Public 
It is true, they cannot all of them ſee diſt 
Dangers, nor watch the Motions, and gueſst 
' Deſigns of neighbouring States: But eve 
Cobler can judge as well as a Stateſman, wh 
ther he can fit peaceably in his Stall; whetl 
he is paid for his Work ; whether the Mark 
where he buys his Victuals, is well provide 
and whether a Dragoon, or a Pariſh-Oftic 
comes to him for his Taxes ; if he pays an 
Every Man too, even the meaneſt, can f 
in a publick and ſudden Tranſition from Plen 
to Poverty, and from Happineſs to Diſtic 
whether the Calamity comes from War a 
Famine, and the Hand of God; or from C 
preſſion, and Miſmanagements, and the Vilk 
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of Men. In ſhort, the People often judge 


etter than their Superiors, and have not 
any Biaſſes to judge wrong; and Politicians 
fren rait at the People, chiefly becauſe the 
ave given the People occaſion to rail: Th 
miſters who cannot make the e their 
riends, it is to be ſhrewdly ſuſpected, do not 
eſerve their Friendſhip; it is certain, that 
uch Honeſty, and ſmall Management, rarely 
ifs to gain it. As temporal Felicity is the 
hole End of Government ; fo People will al- 
ays be pleaſed or provoked as that increaſes 
rabates. This Rule will always hold. You 
ay judge of their Affection, or Diſaffection, 
ythe Burthens they bear, and the Advantages 
ey enjoy, Here then is a ſure Standard for 
e Government to judge of the People, and 
br the People to judge of the Government. 
Bleſſed be God, and Thanks to our Sove- 
ign, who has given us a Miniſtry that makes 
| theſe Cautions unneceſſary; who will baffle 
IlCalumny, and remove all Suſpicion of Guilt 


being Foremoſt to purſue the Guilty; and 
eta ill doubtleſs rake double Vengeance upon any 

Publick Authority (if any ſuchi can be found) 
ſho ſhall appear to have contributed to our 
blick Misfortunes ; and in fine, will promote 
d encourage a rigorous and ſtrict Enquiry, 
herever any Suſpicion is given that Enquiry 
. bein 
Such Conduct will diſperſe our Fears, reſtore 
r Credit, give Bread, to our Poor, make 
rade and Manufacture flouriſh again; and, 
ſome Meaſure, compenſate for all _ ile 

v 


om themſelves; (if any ſuch Suſpicion can be) 
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vils, by giving us a laſting Proſpect of futu 
lenty, Peace, and Felicity. 9 

1 am, &c. 


, 
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HE beſt, the wiſeſt, and the moſt co 
1 . rageous of deſpotick Princes, have fr 
quently lamented the unbappy Condition in 
which their Greatneſs betrayed them. Bein 
often born in Purple, and educated in Prig 
and Luxury, they ſeldom can have any Feli 
of the Calamities which the reſt of the We 
ſuffer. They are, beſides, ſurrounded, for i 
moſt Part, by the falſeſt, the moſt ambituu 
and the baſeſt of all Men; with ſuch Me 
Eyes they muſt therefore ſee, and with ſu 
Mens Ears they muſt likewiſe hear. 

I cannot, in truth, ſee how, in the Natu 
of Things, it can be otherwiſe : For the me 
Fawaings, the ſervile Flatteries,* the decei 
Correſpondences, the baſe Ingratitude to ¶ in 
Benefactors, and the {laviſh Compliances wit 
new Friends, and all the other Arts a 
Treacheries, which are neceſſary to be put 
Practice, in order to riſe in ſuch Courts, nr; 
indeed to become Heads of Parties even Mine 
free Governments, make it almoſt impoſlidgW;y, 
for a truly great or virtuous Man to attain 
thoſe Stations. W 

A good Man will chuſe to live in an innoct 
Obſcurity, and enjoy the internal Sticken 

reſult 
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fulting from a juſt . Senſe of his own Merie 
d Virtue, rather than aiga at Greatneſs by a 
ng Series of unworthy Arts and ignoble 
tions ; whilſt the ambitious, the cruel, the 
pacious, the falſe, the proud, the treachergus 
art of Mankind, will be ever thruſting them- 
ves forward, and endeavouring to ſparkle in 

ts, as well as in the Eyes of the unthiokiag 
rowd; and to make themſelves neceſſary, wil 
continually. either flattering or diſtreſſing 
INCES, ” \ 


Nor can it be expected that Men, who have 


einen raiſed to Power by ſuch execrable Means, 
"Would ever uſe it to the Benefit of Mankind, 
ein to any good End. They will always proceed 
ai the ſame Steps where they began; and uſe, 


r the Support of their Greatneſs, the ſame 
le Meaſures by which they acquir'd their 
reatneſs; till they have at — ſacrific'd 
Things in Heaven and Earth to their 
mbition. ä RR | 
There is a fine Paſſage, to this Purpofe, in 
neue ſhort Hiſtory. of the Emperor Aurelian by 
piſcus : Et quavritur quidem que res malos 
mcipes fneiat: Fam primum, Licentia, deinde 
vag em Copia, Amici improbi, - ſatellites deteſtandi, 
nuchi avariſſumi, aulici vel Stulti vel deteſtabiles, 
(quod negari non poteſt) rerum publicarum Igno- 
„. Sed ego & Patre meo audivi, Dioclefianum 
incipem, jam privatum, dixiſſe, nibil eſſe diffe 
ius quam bene imperare. Collegunt ſe quatuor vel 
lingue, atque unum Confilium ad decipiendum 
incipem capiunt: Dicunt quod probandum. ſit, 
perator, qui domi clanſus eſt, vera non novit, 
gityr bog tantum ſcixe quod alli Joquunthr : Feet 
Fudices 


: 
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Fudices quot fieri non oportet; amover a Republi 
quos debebat obtinere, Quid multa? Ut Dit 
ſianus ipſe dicebat, Bonus Cautus, optimus vendit 
Imperator, Hiſtor. Auguſt. Scriptor, Tom, 
ai tk ent rl 4,220 
My Friends, ſays the great Emperor-Droclefi 
to thoſe who adviſed him to reſume the Empin 
you little know how difficult an Undertaking it it 
perform the Duty of a Roman Emperor, and 
Reign well, The few who have' Acceſs to him, ni 
cabal and conſpire together, and unite in th 
Counſels to deceive and betray him. They will ſtu 
how to flatter him, and never tell him what it 
their Duty to tell him, and what is his Intereſt | 
know ; but only what they think will beſt pleaſe li 
They will ſhut him up, and as it were, impriſ 
him in his Palace; and no one ſhall be admitted 
his Ear, but by their Leave, and in their Preſenil 
fo that he ſhall: never knom the Condition of l 
Afﬀairs, or be informed of: the Cries of his Pei 

or. indeed of any thing but what they think fi 
tell bim. By their Means he ſhall prefer und: 
ving Men to the beſt Poſts of the Empire, and 
grace the moſt wort hy of his Subjefts, and the 
devoted to his Intereſt, But why, Gentlemen, ſou 
J labour this Point any more, when even the gi 
the moſt diſcerning, and the beſt and ableſt B 


perors are bought and fold2 © ue 

þ But Diocleſixn- was an arbitrary Prince, w rer 
Will was a Law to his Subjects. But it is eb 

_ otherwiſe in limited Monarchies, where Mie 

Prince governs his: People by fix d Rules in 

= known Statutes ; and where his faithful Sta om 
= - have a Right to repreſent freely, tho* humbicrs 


to him their Grievances, and by his Author 


— 
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call to Account, and puniſh, ſuch Betrayers | 
are before deſcribed. 11 n 
Happy therefore is that Prince, nappy in the 
ye of his Subjects, happy in the jt : Applauſe 
d dutiful Acknowledgment, of Millions of his 
low. Creatures, who derive their Felicity 
m him! Thrice happy is that People, Where 
e Conltitution; is ſo poiſed and; tempered, and 
: Adminiſtration: ſo diſpoſed and divided into 
oper Channels, that the Paſſions and Infirmi- 
of the Prince, cannot enter into the Meaſures 
his Government; where he bas in his Power 
| the Means of doing good, and none of do- 
7 ill; where all beneficent and gracious Acti- 
5 are owned to flow from his Clemency and 
dodneſs, and where inferiour Machines are 
ſwerable for all ſuch Conduct as may pre: 
n FR | 
Such a Government does, in ſome. Senſe, re- 
nble that of Heaven it ſelf, where the Sovec 
zn Diſpoſer of all Things can neither will, 
r do any Thing but what is juſt and good; 
is reſtrained, by the Excellency of his own 
ature, from being the Author of Evil; and 
Il call to a ſevere Account, all thoſe who 
uld impute their own Unrighteouſneſs to his 
ders or Influence. - = 6 
uch is the Monarchy of England, where the 
vereigh performs every Act of his Regal Of- 
2 by his Authority, without the Fatigue and 
Ixiery of executing the troubleſome Parts of 
in his Perſon. The Laws are choſen and 
Wommended to him by his Parliament, and 
Wards executed 75 his Judges, and other 
niſters of Juſtice: His Great Seal is kept of 5 

2 1 * 
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his Chancellor: His Naval Power is under 
Direction of his High Admiral: And all A 
of State and Diſcretiom ate pteſumed to be d 
by che Advice of his Council. All which(f 
cers are anſwerable for their Misbehavial 
and for all Actions done within their ſere 
Provinces, which they. have adviſed, or on 
have prevented by giving their Advice, or. 
making timely: and tumble Rerionſtrined 
vg: they are.'obliged to ſhew they 

one. ah 3 — 1443-3 8 Offs 5 
His Leagues, his Commands, and even 
authentick Speeches, are Records. His Hij 
Office confiſts in approving Laws, choſen | 
common Conſent ; in executing thoſe La 
and in being the publick Guardian of the pi 
lick Safety: And all private Orders, which f 
inconſiſtent with. theſe great Duties, are 6 
the Orders of the Crown; nor are the Adi 
done in purſuance of them, the Actions of ti 
King, but the Actions of thoſe that do the 
He can do no Wrong himſelf, nor give Auth 
rity to any ane elſe ro do Wrong. Every A 
of his muſt be lawful, becauſe all unlavl 
Acts are not his. He can give no Comma 
as a Man, Which ſhall interfere with thoſe! 
gives as a King. His private Will cannot c 
troul his publick Will. He commands, a 
King, his Chancellor, and Judges, to act 
cording to his known Laws; and no privi 
Order to do otherwiſe, can be valid. 
The Nation has ever acted upon theſe M. 
ims, and preſerved ſuch a dutiful Reſpect 
the Royal Majeſty, as never to ſuffer any Gu 
to be laid to him; but has always heafe 


doubt 
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zuble Vengeance upon ſuch Miſcreants, as 0 
ould infinuate that their Crimes were approved 
countenanced by their Royal Maſter., | 
Here is all the Precaution which can be taken 
y humarie Wiſdom, to make a happy Prince 
d a happy People. The Prince is reſtrained 
nothing, but from doing Miſchief to his 
djects, and conſequently ro himſelf ; their 
e Intereſt being ever the ſame : And the. 
ople cati never have any Motive to refuſe 
ſt Allegiance to their Prince, whilſt the Li- 
ments of the Conſtitution are preſerved en- 
re; that is, whilſt Parliaments are ſuffered to 
eet, and the Courts of Juſtice remain open, 


2 


y d ſuch Force is not uſed againſt them as 

rol ves all Relation. All the Subjects of ſuch 

Prince highly honour, and almoſt worſhip. 
en. He has a vaſt Revenue to ſupport the 

q Mplendor and Magnificence of his Court at. 

ff 


ome, and his Royal Dignity Abroad: He. 
vs the Power of diſpoſing of all Offices: All 
onours flow from him: His Perſon is ſacred, 
d not anſwerable for any Events : He cannot 
> accountable for any Wrong, which he is 
capable of doing; and thoſe who do it, 
dall be puniſhed by his Authority, even though 
be ſuppoſed poſſible that they could, by falſe 
liſtepreſentations, deceive him far enough to 
pprove 1t, 
The Examples of Richard the Second, who, 
| our Hiſtories tell us, was depoſed by the 
ates of his Kingdom, and of the late King 
mes, are no Inſtances to diſapprove the Truth 
this Aſſertion: For, neither of them was 
poſed by his People before he firft _ 
imſelf, 
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imſelf, No Champions for Tyranny, {| 
Dogmatizers for unlimited Dominion, have yi 
aſferted, that a Prince may not reſign his Cro 
by the Conſent of his People, when he declin 
to hold it any longer upon the Conditions | 
firſt accepted it. 1 

Suppoſe a Prince, in any limited Monarch 
ſhould make a publick Declaration to the Stay 
of his Kingdom, that * Whereas the Crow 
* deſcended to him by the Laws of that Coy 
© try, and thas all the Power he was Jo 1 
wy of was conferred upon him by thoſe Law 
* That he well'knew that the Preſervation d 
& thoſe Laws, which he had ſworn to obſer 
and the general Good of his People, wer 
© the ſole Conſiderations of his enjoying thi 
* high Dignity ; and yet, notwithſtanding, he 
" refuſed to hold it any longer, upon the Tem 
* he had at firſt accepted it, and ſworn to 0 
© ſerve ; but that he now renounced that Tit 
© and would govern them hereafter by his fal 
* Will and Pleaſure:” 1 lay, if any ſhoul 
do this, the Advocates for lawleſs Power woul 
do well to tell us, whether ſuch a Prince di 
not make as effectual a Renunciation and Re 
ſignation of his Government, as if he diſable 
himſelf, and reſign'd it for his Eaſe, or fron 
—_— of Power. And if they allow that he 

0 


SI 


may do all this by Words ſpoken to expreſs iT. 
Intentions ; I ſhould be glad to know, fronWyer 
theſe Men of Diſtinctions, why he may not dl th 
it by a Series of Actions, which will more ein 
fectually diſcover and declare his inward not 
tentions, and may therefore be more depend an 
on than any Words can poſſibly be? Thr 


I call 
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t call upon the Two famous Univerſities of 
is Land for an Anſwer ; And, till 1 have a 
|| one, ſhall continue to believe, that what 
2s done, in regard to the Abdication of the 
te King Fames, was juſt and neceſſary to be 
ne upon the fundamental Principles of Go- 

ment; and, that all his Succeſſors ſince 
re been rightful and lawful Kings and Queens 
this Realm; and I particularly glory to ſay, 
it no Prince has ever better deſerved that 
= Title, than our preſent great and glorious 
* wereign, King George. . * f | . 


I am, &c- 


——— 


SIR, 


ITHOUT Freedom of Thought 
there can be no ſuch Thing as Wi. 
; and no ſuch Thing as publick Liberty, 
thout Freedom of Speech ; which is the 
ght of every Man, as far as by it he does 
hurt or controul the Right of another : 
d this is the only Check it ought to ſuffer; 
the only Bounds it ought to know, © 
his ſacred Privilege is ſo eſſential to free 
vernments, that the Security of Property 
the Freedom of Speech always go together; 
in thoſe wretched Countries where a Man 
not call his 'Tongue his own, he can ſcarce 
any Thing elſe his own. Whoever would 
W'ihrow the Liberty of a Nation, muſt be- 
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by ſubduing the Freeneſs of Speech; 
hing terrible to publick Traytors. 
This Secret was ſo well known to the Coy 
of King Charles the Firſt, that his wicked M 
ni a Proclamation, to forbid t 
People to talk of Parliaments, which the 
Traytors had laid aſide. To aſſert the 8 
doubted Right of the Subject, and defend 
Majeſty's legal Prerogative, was called Dil 
feon! N as Sedition. Nay, f 
le were forbid to talk of Religion in the 
amilies : For, the Prieſts had combined wi 
the Miniſters to cook up Tyranny, and k 
refs Truth and the Law. While the | 
King Fames, when Duke of York, went avo 
ay to Maſs, Men were fined, impriſonel 
and undone, for ſaying he was a Papiſt: 
that King Charles the Second might live m 
ſecurely a * there was an Act of Park 
ment made, declaring it Treaſon to ſay that 
-Was one. | 
That Men ought to ſpeak well of their 
vernours, is true, while their Governours « 
ſerve to be well ſpoken of; but to do pull 
Miſchief, without hearing of it, is only 
Prerogative and Felicity of Tyranny: Al 
People will be . that they are ſo, 
their Freedom of Speech. 5 
The Adminiſtration of Government, is 
thing elſe but the Attendance of the Trult 
of the People upon the Intereſt and Affain 
the People: And as it is the Part and Buſi 
of the People, for whoſe Sake alone all put 
Matters are or ought to be tranſacted, to 
whether they be well or ill tranſacted ; ſo i 
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he Intereſt, and ought to be the Ambition, 
f all honeſt. Magiſttates, to have their Deeds 
penly examined, and publickly ſcann d: Only 
he wicked Governours of Men dread what 1s 
aid of them; Audivit Tiberius probra queis la- 
abitur, atque perculſus eſt. The publick 
enſure was true, elſe he had not felt it 
—= : 
Freedom of Speech is ever the Symprom, 
well as the Effect, of good Government, 
old Rome, all was left to the Judgment and 
leaſure of the People, who examined the pub- 
L Proceedings with ſuch Diſcretion, and 
ſured thoſe who adminiſtred them with ſuch 
quity and Mildneſs, that in the Space of 
ree Hundred Years, not Five publick Mi- 
ters ſuffered unjuſtly. Indeed, whenever 
Commons proceeded to Violence, the Great 
nes had been the Aggreſſors. 
Guilt only dreads Liberty of Speech, which 
ags it out of its lurking Holes, and expoſes 
Deformity and Horror to Day-light. Hora- 
us, Valerius, Cincinnatus, and other virtuous 
d undeſigning Magiſtrates of the Roman 
Mmmonwealth, had nothing to fear from Li- 
ry of Speech. Their virtuous Adminiſtra- 
dn, the more it was examin'd, the more it 
ighten d and gain'd by Enquiry. When - 
iu, in particular, was accuſed upon ſome 
pht Grounds of affecting the Diadem; he, 
o was the firſt Miniſter of Rome, does not 
cuſe the People for examining his Conduct, 
t approv'd his Innocence in a Speech to 
to and gave ſuch Satisfaction to them, and 
o 08nd ſuch Popularity to himſelf, that they 
F 2 gave 
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gave him a new Name; inde cognomen fad 
Publicole eſt ; to denote. that he was their F 
vourite and their Friend — Late deinde lege 
Ante omnes de provocat ione ADV ERSUS M. 
SOREN AD POPULOM, Livii, lib. 

p. 8 | 

But Things afterwards took another Tun 
Nome, with the Loſs of its Liberty, loſt. alſo i 
Freedom of Speech; then Mens Words beg 
to be fear'd and watch'd ; and then firſt beg 
the | (0 ae" Race of Informers, baniſhed it 
deed under the righteous Adminiſtration of 1 
tus, Narva, Trajan, Aurelius, &c. but encoy 
rag'd and enrich'd under the vile Miniſtry d 
Sejanus, Tigillinus, Pallas, and Cleander : Queril 
bet, quod in ſecreta naſtra non inquirant princijel 
niſi quos odimus, ſays Pliny to Traj an. 

e beſt Princes have ever encouraged ap 
promoted Freedom of Speech ; they know th 
upright Meaſures would defend  themſeln 
and that all upright Men would defend the 
Tacitus, ſpeaking of the Reign of ſome of t 
Princes abovemention'd, ſays with Extaſy, k 
ra Temporum felicitate, ub ſentire que veliz, 
que ſentias dicere licet : A bleſſed Time, wht 
you might think what you would, and ſpe 
what you thought. | 

The ſame was the Opinion and Practice 
the wiſe and virtuous Timoleon, the Deliv 
of the great City of Syracuſe from Slav 
He being accuſed by Demænetus, a popul 
Orator, in a full Aſſembly of the People, | 
ſeveral Miſdemeanors committed by him wh 
he was General, gave no other Anſwer, th 
that He was highly obliged to the Gods for gr 


"ve 
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amely, that he might live to ſee the Syraculians 
ge that Liberty of Speech which they now ſeem'd 
be Maſters of. 


attles than any Reman Captain of his Age, 
eing accuſed by the Syracuſians, while he was 
ow 2 fourth Time Conſul, of having done 
hem Indignities and hoſtile Wrongs, contrary 
> the League, roſe from his Seat in the Senate, 
ſoon as the Charge againſt him was opened, 


here the Accuſed were wont to make theit 
defence, gave free Liberty to the Syracuſians to 
peach him ; which when they had done, 


tend the Iſſue of the Cauſe : Nor did he ex. 
refs the leaſt Ill- will or Reſentment towards 


iwd their City into his Protection. Had he 
en guilty, he would neither have ſhewn ſuch 
emper or Courage. | 

| doubt not but Old Spencer and his Son, 
ſho were the chief Miniſters and Betrayers of 
dard the Second, would have been very glad 
d have ſtopped the Mouths of all the honeſt Men 
England. They dreaded to be called Tray- 
drs, becauſe they were Traytors. And I dare 
y, Queen Elizabeth's 7 who de- 
rv'd no Reproaches, fear d none. Miſrepre- 
ntation of publick Meaſures is eaſily over- 
rown, by repreſenting publick Meaſures tru- 
when they are honeſt, they ought to be 
blickly known, that they may be publickly 
dmmended ; but if they are knaviſh or perni- 
F 2 cious, 


m 4 Requeſt that he bad often made to them, 


And the great M. Marcellus, that won more 


nd paſſing (as a * Man) into the Place 


e and they went out of the Court together to 


eſe his Accuſers; but being acquitted, re- 


W 
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cious, they ought to be publickly expoſed 
order to be publickly deteſted. N 
That King Fames was a Papiſt and a Ty 
rant, was only fo far hurtful to him, as it wlll 
true of him; and if the Earl of Strafford h 
not deſerved to be Impeached, he need ng 
have feared a Bill of Attainder. If our I) 
rectors and their Confederates are not fu 
Knaves as the World thinks them; let the 
prove to all the World, that the World think 
wrong, and that they are _ of none 
thoſe Villainies which all the World Jays t 
their Charge. Others too, 'who would | 
thought to have no Part of thcir Guilt, mu 
before cy are thought innocent, ſhew th 
they did all that was in their Power to prevet 
thar Guilr, and to check their Proceedings, 
Freedom of Speech is the great Bulwarkq 
Liberty ; they proſper and die together : At 
it is the Terror of Traytors and Oppreffors, x 
a Barrier againſt them. It produces excelle 
Writers, and encourages Men of fine Gen 
Tacitus tells us, That the Reman Commonweal 
bred great and numerous Authors, who 
with equal Boldneſs and Eloquence : But wht 
it was enſlaved, thoſe great Wits were no mc 
— Poſt quam bellat um apud Actium; 4 
omnem poteſtatem ad unum conferri pacis inteſi 
magna illa ingenia ceſſere, Tyranny had uſum 
the Place of Equality, which is the Soul 
Liberty, and deſtroyed 4. Courage. 
Minds of Men, terrihed by unjuſt Power, d 
enerated into all the Vileneſs and Methods 
Servitude: Abject Sycophancy and blind Sul 
miiſion grew the only Means of Preferment 


— 2 


* : 

KS bf 
9.14 7 
* 


N 3 
CATOs LET TE RS. 103 
ind indeed of Safety: Men durſt not open 
eir Mouths, but to flatter. | CE. 
Pliny the Younger obſerves, that this Dread 
of Tyranny had ſuch Effect, that the Senate, 
he great Roman Senate, became at laft ſtupid 
and dumb. Mutam ac ſedentariam aſſentiendi 
eceſitatem. Hence, fays he, our Spirit and 
-nius are ſtupified, broken, and ſunk for ever. 
and in one of his Epiſtles, ſpeaking of the 
orks of his Uncle, he makes an Apology for 
ight of them, as not written with the ſame 
igour which was to be found in the reſt ; for, 
7 he, theſe eight were written in the Reign 
pf Nero, when the Spirit of Writing was 
ramp'd by Fear; Dubii Sermonis ofto ſcripſit 
ub Nerone —— cum omne ſtudiorum genus paulo 

berius & eredtius periculoſum ſervitus feciſſet. 

All Miniſters, therefore, who were Oppreſ- 
"rs, or intended to be Oppreſſors, have been 
aud in their Complaints againſt Freedom of 
pech, and the Licenſe of the Preſs ; and al- 
ays reſtrained, or endeavoured to reſtrain, 
both. In conſequence of this, they have brow- 
eaten Writers, and puniſhed them violently, 
nd againſt Law, and burnt their Works; b 
Il which, they ſhew'd how much Trut 
llarm'd them, and how much they were at 
nmity with Truth. 

There is a famous Inſtance of this in Tacitus, 
e tells us, that Cremutius Cordus, having in his 
\nnals praiſed Brutus and Caſſius, gave Offence 
d Sejanus, Firſt Miniſter, and to ſome inferiour 
ycophants in the Court of Tiberius ; who, 
onſcious of their own Characters, took the 
raiſe beſtowed on every worthy Roman, to be 
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ſo many Reproaches pointed at themſelvg 
They therefore complain of the Book to th 
Senate, which, being now only the Machu 
of Tyranny, condemned it be burnt. But i 
did not prevent its ſpreading Libros cremanl 
cenſuere Pntres, ſed manſerunt occultati & edit 
being cenſured,it was the more fought after. f 
hence, ſays Tacitus, we may wonder at the Stu 
dity of thoſe Stateſmen, who hope to extinguil 
by the Terrour of their Power, the Memory of . 
Actions; for quite otherwiſe, the Puniſhment 
good Writers gains Credit to their Writings, 
Latin is inimitable; Nam contra, punitis ingenil 
gliſcit auftoritas, Nor did ever any Goyen 
ment, who practiſed impolitick Severity, 4 
any Thing by it, but Infamy to themſelye 
and Renown to thoſe who ſuffered under i 
This alſo is an Obſervation of Tacitus: Ne 
aliud Reges, qui ea ſevitia uſi ſunt, niſi dedecuiji 
atque gloriam illi peperere. 8 
Freedom of Speech, therefore, being of ſud 
infinite Importance to the Preſervation of L 
berty ; every one who loves Liberty, ought 
encourage Freedom of Speech. Hence it 
that I, living in a Country of Liberty, a 
under the beſt Prince upon Earth, ſhall tal 
"this very favourable Opportunity of ſervi 
Mankind, by warning them of the hide 
Miſchiefs they will ſuffer, if ever corrupt a 
wicked Men ſhall hereafter get Poſleſiion « 
any State, and the Power of betraying the 
Maſter : And, in order to do this, 1 will 
them by what Steps they will probably proce 
to accompliſh their traiterous Ends, This 08 
be the Subject of my next. 


Valeri 
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Valerius Maximus tells us, that Lentulus Mar- 
cellinus, the Roman Conſul, having complained, 
in a popular Aſſembly, of the over. grown 
Dower of Pompey; the whole People anſwered 
him with a Shout of Approbation : Upon 
which, the Conſul told them, Shout on, Gentle- 
en, ſhout on, and uſe thoſe bold Signs of Li- 
berty while you may, for I do not know how long they 
ill be allowed you, 8 
God be thanked, we Engliſhmen have neither 
loſt our Liberties, nor are in Danger of loſing 
them. Let us always cheriſh this matchleſs 
Bleſſing, almoſt peculiar to our ſelves ; that our 
Poſterity may, many Ages hence, aſcribe their 
Freedom to our Zeal. The Defence of Liber- 
y, is a noble, a heavenly Office, which can 
only be performed where Liberty is: For, as 
the ſame Valerius Maximus obſerves, Quid ergo 
— ſine Catone? Non magis quam Cato ſire 
ibertate, | 


am, &C. 


— — 


SIR, 


HE wiſe Sancha Pancha defired that his 
Subjects in the promiſed Iſland might be 
all Blacks, becauſe he would ſell them. And 
his ſeems to be the firſt modeſt, and, as | 
think, the only reaſonable Defire of the Lead- 
rs of all Parties; for no Man will be at the 
xpence and Fatigue of Body and Conſciense, 
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which is neceſſary to lead a Faction, only to 
diſturbed and annoyed by them. 

A very great Authority has told us, that h 
worth no Man's Time to ferve a Party, un 
he can now and then get good Jobbs by! 
This, I can fafely ſay has been the conſtu 
Principle and Practice of every leading Patriot 
ver {ince l have been capable of obſerving public 
Tranſactions; the primum Mobile, the Alpha 
Omega of all their Actions: They all profelk 
to have in view only the Publick Good, yt 
every one fhewed he only meant his own; u 
all the while the great as well as little Md 
the precerumturba Mobilium, contend as herce 
for their Leaders, as if their Happineſs ( 
Miſery depended upon the Phiz, the Cloath 
or Title of the Perſons who robbed and be 
trayed them. Thus the Highwayman, wt 
faid to the Traveller, Pray, Sir, leave your Wat 
and Money in my Hands, or elſe by G— you willl 
robbed. 

Pound a Fool in a Mortar, and he comtsa 
never the wiſer ; no Experience will make t 
Bulk of Mankind fo, or put them upon thei 
Guard; they will be caught over and on 
again by the ſame Baits and ſtale Stratagem 
No ſooner is a Party betrayed by one [eat 
but they rail at him, and ſet up another; 4 
when he has ſerved them in the ſame mal 
ner, they chuſe a Third. and put full Cen 
dence in every one of them fuccetſively, lt 
they all make the fame Uſe of their Credulit 
that is, put a Price upon their Calves Heat 
and ſell them; which, however, they have il 
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leſs Reaſon 2288 of, becauſe they would 
have all done the ſame. : 
| affure you, Sir, that I have not the leaſt 
Hopes in this Letter, to make Men honeſter, 
wut I would. gladly teach them a litrle more 

it ; that is, I would adviſe any one who is 
ontented to be ſold, that he receives the Money 
imſelf, and takes good Care of One, whatever 
decomes of his Neighbours ; as ſome diſcreet 
erfons have lately done, Whatever Bargains 
re ſtruck up amongſt the Betrayers of their 

ountry, we muſt find the Money, and pay 
oth Sides. How wiſe and advantageous would 
t then be for us, not to intereſt our ſelves in 
he Agreements or Squabbles of ambitious Men, 
ho are building their Fortunes upon our Ruin. 
Dnce upon a Time, a French Ambaſſador de- 
red an Audience of the Grand Vizier, and in 
dompous French Fuſtain notified to him, that 
iis Maſter had won a great Victory over the 
ermans; to which that wiſe Miniſter anſwered 
xconically, What i: it to me, if the whole Herd 
Unbelivers, like Dogs, mutually worry one anc- 

ber, ſo that my Maſter's Head be ſafe. 
This Letter of Advice is not intended for thoſe 
em ho ſhare already in the publick Spoils, or who 
ke Jackalls hunt down the Lyon's Prey, that 
hey may have the picking of the Bones, when 
malWeir Matters are glutted. But J would per- 
ade the poor, the injured, the diſtreſſed Peo- 
le, to be no longer the Dupes and Property of 
ypocrites and 3 But very few can 
eatWure in the Wages of Iniquity, and all the reſt 
uſt ſufter : The People's Intereſt is the Pub 
> Intereſt ; it ſignifies the fame * : 
ak- 
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' Whatever theſe Betrayers of their Country IL 
the People muſt looſe ; and what is worſe, mul 
looſe a great deal more than the others can ge 
for ſuch Conſpiracies and Extortions cannot i 
ſucceſsfully carried on, without deſtroying g 
injuring Trade, perverting Juſtice, corruptin 
the Guardians of the publick Liberty, and t 
almoſt total Diſſolution of the Principles 
Government. | 
Few can receive the Advantages ariſing fra 
publick Misfortunes, and therefore methin 

w ſhould deſire them. Indeed, I can eaſj 
fee how Men of deſperate Circumſtance, d 


Men guilty of deſperate Crimes, carr find i 
Account in a general Confuſion: of all Thin Pa 
I can ſee how thoſe Prieſts who aim at Fyranmi and 
can find their Intereſt in the Lofs of pubid ne 
Liberty, in the Reſtraint of the Preſs, and H bos 
introducing a Religion which deſtroys ChrilMcea 
anity : There are Reaſons too at hand, be 
ambitious Men per fas & nefas ſhould graſp per 
the Poſſeſſion of immenfe Wealth, high H vil 
nours and exorbitant Power: But that M bet 
Gentry, the Body of the People in a on. 
Nation, ſhould: become the Tools and Inſm chat 
ments of Knaves and Pick-pockets, ſhould li t 
themſelves in their Quarrels, and fight t to þ 
Battles, and this too ofterr at the Expence, Op 
by the Violation of goed: Neighbourho wil 
near Relation, private Friendſhip ; that M Fac 
of great Eftates and Quality, for ſmall and 
trifling Confiderations, and ſometimes none I 
all, ſhould promote wild, villainous Proje io 
to the Ruin of themſelves and Country: (ro 
making precarious their own Titles io 0p 
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ſtupendious, that it muſt be thought impoſſible, 
if daily Experience did not convince us that it 
is more than poſſible. 

| have often feen honeſt Tories fooliſhly de- 


protecting _ Whigs, even in Inſtances 
where they acted againſt the Principles of all 


Whiggiſm itſelf, and gave the ſtupid Herd Oc- 
caſion to believe they had no Principles at all, 
but were only a factious Combination for Pre- 
ferment and Power, 

It is high Time, at laſt, for the Bubbles of all 
Parties, for Whigs and Tories, for High-Church 
and Low-Church, to come to an Eclairciſſe- 
ment, and no longer ſuffer themſelves to be 
bought and fold by their Drivers: Let them 
ceaſe to be Calves and Sheep; and they will not 
be uſed like Calves and Sheep. If they can be 
perſwaded now and then to confer Notes, they 
will find, that for the moſt part the Differences 
between them are not material; that they take 
only different Meaſures to attain the ſame Ends; 
that they have but one common Intereſt, which 
s the Intereſt of their Country; and that is, 
to be freed from Oppreſſion, and to puniſh their 
3 ; whoſe Practice, on the contrary, 
will always be to form Parties, and blow up 
Factions to mutual Animoſities, ttrat they may 
fd Protect ĩon in thoſe Animoſities 

Let us not therefore hereafter ſuffer our ſelves 
to be fet together by the Ears, and make 
Crowds, which are the Harveſts of Pick- 
pockets ; Let us learn to value an honeſt Man 
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Lives, Eſtates, and Liberties; is ſomething ſo 


of 
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fending knavifh Tories, and untainted Whigs 


Whigs ; and by that Means depreciated 
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of another Party, more than a Knave of ay 
on: Let the only Contention be, who ſhil 
be moſt ready to ſpew out their own Rogue 
and I will be anſwerable, all other Differency 
will ſoon be at an End. Indeed there had bee 
no ſuch Thing as Party now in England, i 
we had not been betrayed by thoſe we truſted; 
Thro? the Villainy and Knaviſh Deſigns d 
Leaders, this Nation has loſt ſeveral gloriay 
Opportunities of 2 the Conſtitution, ul 
ſettling it upon a firm and ſolid Baſis; let us nd 
therefore, by the like Practices, looſe the p 
ſent favourable Offer : Let us make Earning 
of our Misfortunes, and accept our Calamitie 
as an Opportunity thrown into our Laps b 
indulgent Providence, to fave our, ſelves ; and 
not again fooliſhly and ey reject an 
ſpurn at the Intimations and Invitations of H 
ven to preſerve our Prince and Country. 
Machiavel tells us, that no Government can 
long ſubſiſt, but by recurring often to its firl 
Principles ; but this can never be done whi 
Men live at Eaſe and in Luxury, for then the 
cannot be perſuaded to fee diſtant Dangers, 6 
which they feel no Part. The ConjunQure 
proper for ſuch Reformations, are when Me 
are awakened by Misfortunes, and fright 
with the Approach and near View of preſent 
Evils ; then they will wiſh for Remedies, and 
their Minds are prepared to receive them, u 
| hear Reaſons, and to fall into Meaſures props 
ſed by wiſe Men for their Security, 
The great Authority, juſt quoted, inform 
us what Meaſures and Expedients are neceſſaſ 
to ſave a State under ſuch Exigencies : He tel 
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chat as a Tyranny cannot be eſtabliſhed, 
il +4 by deſtroping Brutus; ſo a free Govern- 
nent is not to be preſerved, but by deſtroying 
Brutus's Sons: Let us therefore put on a Reſo- 
tion equal to the mighty Occaſion: Let us 
vert a Spirit worthy of Britons, worthy of 
reemen, who deſerve Liberty. Let us take 
dvantage of the Opportunity, while Mens 
Reſentments boil high, whilſt leſſer Animofities - 
2em to be laid aſide, and moſt Men are ſick of 
party and Party Leaders; and let us by all 
proper Methods exemplarily puniſh the Parri- 
des, and avowed Enemies of all Mankind. 
Let neither private Acquaintance, perſonal 
Alliance, or Party Combination, ſtand between 
and our Duty to our Country: Let all thoſe, 
who have a common Intereſt in the publick 
dafety, join in common Meafures to defend the 
ublick Safety: Let us purſue to Diſgrace, De- 
tuction, and even Death, thoſe who have 
rrought this Ruin upon us, let them be ever ſo 
great, or ever ſo many: Let us ſtamp, and 
leep engrave in Characters legible to all Europe 
t preſent, and to all Poſterity hereafter, what 
engeance is due to Crimes, which have no 
eſs Objects in view than the Ruin of Nations, 
nd the Deſtruction of Millions: They have 
ade many bold, deſperate and wicked At- 
empts to deſtroy us; let us ſtrike one honeſt 
nd bold Stroke to deſtroy them. | 
Tho' the Deſigns of the Confpirators ſhould 
de laid deep as the Center, tho” they ſhould 
aiſe Hell it felf in their Quarrel, and ſhould 
eich Legions of Votaries from thence to avow 
heir Proceedings; yet let us not leave the "oy 
wt 
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ſuit till we have their Skins and their Eſtug 

We know by paſt Experience, that there: 

thoſe amongſt us, who will be glad to quit i 

| Chaſe, when our Villains, like Beavers, dr 
what they are ufually hunted for; but the Ny 
tion is how too much provoked, and too mud 
— to ſuffer themſelves to be again 
tray d. | 
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We have Heaven to direct us, a glot el. 

, King to lead us, and a wiſe and faithful itt 
liament to aſliſt and protect us: Whilſt wiſh: | 
have ſuch a King, and ſuch a Parliamem ui 
every worthy Briton cries out aloud d to 
Manus hee inimica Tyrannis : 


Enſe petis placidam, ſub libertate quieten, 


I am, Oe. 


STIR, 
A under the beſt Princes, and the beſt & 


vants to Princes alone, it is ſafe to ſped 
what is true of the worſt; ſo, according ton 
former Promiſe to the Publick, I ſhall take u 
Advantage of our excellent King's moſt gem 
Government, and the virtuous Adminiſtrati 
of an uncorrupt Miniſtry, to warn Manki 
againſt the Miſchiefs which may hereafter! 
dreaded from corrupt ones. It is too true, th 
every Country in the World has ſometim 
groancd under that heavy Misfortuae, and« 
ol 
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wn as much as any; the? I cannot allow it to 

true, what Monſieur de Mitt has long ſince 
bſery'd, that the Engliſh Court has always 
en the moſt thieviſh ( in Europe. 
Few Men have been deſperate enough to 
tack openly, and barefaced, the Liberties of 
free People. Such avowed Conſpirators can 
rely ſucceed : The Attempt would deſtroy it 
f. Even when the 3 is begun and 
ible, the End muſt be hid, or denied. It is 
he Buſinefs and Policy of Traytors, ſo to diſ- 
uiſe their Treaſon with plauſible Names, and 
to recommend it with popular and bewttch- 

g Colours, that they themſelves ſhall 'be 
dored, while their Work is deteſted, and yet 
arried on by thoſe that deteſt ir. 

Thus one Nation has been ſurrender'd to 
nother, under the fair Name of mutual Alli- 
nce : The Fortrefles of a Nation have been 
ven up, or attempted to be given up, under 
e frugal Notion of ſaving Charges to a Na- 
jon; and Commonwealths have been trepann'd 
to Slavery. by Troops raiſed or increaſed to 
efend them from Slavery. 5 
It may therefore be of Service to the World, 
d ſhew what Meaſures have been taken by 
orrupt Miniſters, in ſome of our neighbouring 
ountries, to ruin and enſlave the People over 
hom they preſided ; and to ſhew by what 
eps and Gradations of Miſchief Nations have 
ken undone, and conſequently what Methods 
ay be hereafter taken to undo others ; and 
nis Subject I rather chuſe, becauſe my Country- 
en may be the more ſenſible of, and know 
o to value, the ineſtimable Blefling of A | 

| | Under. 
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under the beſt Prince, and the beſt eſtabliſ 
Government in the Univerſe, where we 
none of theſe Things to fear. 

Such Traytors will probably endeavour { 
to get their Prince into their Poſſeſſion, ax 
like Sejanus, ſhut him up in a little Iſland, 
perhaps make him a Priſoner in his Coy 
whilſt, with full Range, they devour his He 
minions, and plunder his Subjects. When 
is thus ſecluded from the Acceſs of his Frien 
and the Knowledge of his Aﬀairs, he muſt 

content with ſuch Miſrepreſentations as fl 
ſhall find expedient to give him. Falſe Cl 
will be ſtated, to juſtify wicked Counſel; x 
wicked Counſel will be given, to procure un 
Orders. He will be made to miſtake his Fe 
for his Friends, and his Friends for his Foe 
and to believe that his Affairs are in the bi . 
Proſperity, when they are in the greateſt 
ſtreſs, and that the publick Matters go F. 
the greateſt Harmony, when they are in 


utmoſt Confuſion. eſig 
Tbey will be ever contriving and form T 
wicked and dangerous Projects, to make Mealt 
People poor, and themſelves rich; well kno ; 
ing that Dominion follows Pro ; ber 
where there are Wealth and Power, t c 


be always Crowds of ſervile Dependents ; ue; 
that on the contrary, Poverty dejects the Mad p 
and faſhions it for Slavery, and renders it iſt 
equal to any generous Undertaking, and incaheir 
ble of oppoſing any bold Uſurpation. Teig 
will ſquander away the publick Money in v Th 
ton Preſents to Minions, and their Creature ce 
Pleaſure, or of Burden, or in Penſions to Mir | 


n " 
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ary and worthleſs Men and Women, fot 
le Ends, and traiterous Purpoſes, 
They will engage their Country in ridicu- 
s, expenſive, fantaſtical Wars, to keep the 
inds of Men in continual Hurry and Agita- 
on, and under conſtant Fears and Alarms; 
d by ſuch Means deprive them both of. Lei- 
Ire and Inclination to look into publick Mif- 
rriages, Men, on the contrary, will, inſtead 
ſuch Inſpection, be diſpoſed to fall into all 
eaſures offered, ſeemingly, for their Defence, 
id will agree to every wild Demand made by 
hoſe who are betraying them. 6 
When they have ſerved their Ends by ſuch 
ars, or have other Motives to make Peace, 
ey will have no View to the publick Intereſt; 
t will often, to procure ſuch Peace, deliver 
> the ſtrong Holds of their Country, or its 
lonies for Trade, to open Enemies, ſuſpect. 
| Friends, or dangerous Neighbours, that they 
ay not be interrupted in their Domeſtick 
Jeligns. © | 
They will create. Parties in the Common- 
lth, or keep them up where they already 
; and by playing them by turns upon eac 
her, will rule both. By making the Guelfs 
raid of the Ghibilines, and theſe afraid of the 
velfs, they will make themſelves the Mediums 
d Ballance between the two Factions; and 
th Factions, in their Turns, the Props of 
err Authority, and the Inſtruments of their 


ns, 

ey will nat ſuffer any Men, who have 
ce taſted of Authority, though perſonally _ 
kit Enemies, and — Poſts they enjoy, 44 
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be called to an Account for pſt Crimes, 
ever ſo enormous. They will make no ſu 
Precedents for their own Puniſhment, nor q 
ſure Treaſon which they intend to comn 
On the contrary, they will form new Conf 
racies, and invent new Fences for their ol 
Impunity and Protection; and endeavour; 
engage ſuch Numbers in their Guilt, as tof 
ns above all Fear of Puniſhment. : 

They will prefer worthleſs and wicked M 
and not ſuffer a Man of Knowledge or Hong 
to come near them, or enjoy a Poſt und 
them. They will diſgrace Men of Virtue, a 
ridicule Virtue it ſelf, and laugh at publi 
Spirit. They will put Men into Employment 
without any Regard to the Qualifications k 
theſe Employments, or indeed to any Quali 
cation at all, but as they contribute to the 
Deſigns, and ſhew a ſtupid Alacrity to f 
what they are bid. They muſt be either Fo 
or Beggars; either void of Capacity to diſcont 
their Intrigues, or of Credit and Inclination 
diſappoint them. 12 

hey will promote Luxury, Idleneſs, 1 
Expence, and a general Depravation of M 
ners, by their own Example, as well as| 
Connivance and publick Encouragement, 
will not only divert Mens Thoughts from a 
amining their Behaviour and Politicks, | 
likewiſe ſet them looſe from all the Reftrai 
of private and publick Virtue. From Im 
rality and Exceſſes, they will fall into Necel 
ty, and from thence into a ſervile Dependu 
upon Power, 
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In order to this, they. will bring into Faſhion 
zming, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, and . 

d coſtly Dreſs, They will debauch their 
untry with foreign Vices, and foreign In- 
uments of vicious Pleaſures ; and will con- 
re and encourage * Revels, nightly 
iſpuiſes, and debauch'd Mummeries. 

They will, by all practicable Means of 
ppretſion, provoke the People to Diſaffec · 
on; and then make that Diſaffection an Ar- 
ment for new Oppreſſion, for not truſting 
em any further, and for keeping up Troops; 
d, in fine, for depriving them of Liberties 
d Privileges, to which they are entitled 
their Birth, and the Laws of their Coun- 


if 4. 
f ach Meafures ſhould ever be taken in any 
& Country, where the People chuſe Deputies 
repreſent them, then they will endeavour to 
be the Electors in the Choice of their Re- 
ſentatives, and ſo to get a Council of their 
n Creatures; and where they cannot ſuc b 
ih the Electors, they will endeavour to cor- 
pt the Deputies after they are choſen, with 
e Money given for the publick Defence; 
d to draw into the Perpetration of their 
rimes thoſe very Men, from whom the be- 
fed People expect the Redreſs of their 
erances, and the Puniſhment of thoſe 
Times. And when they have thus made the 
epreſentatives of the People afraid of the 
ple, and the People afraid of their Repre- 
tatives ; then they will endeavour to per- 
ade thoſe Deputies to ſeize the Government 
themſelves, and not. to truſt their Principals 
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any longer with the Power of reſenting 1 
Treachery and ill Uſage, and of ſending 
neſter and wiſer Men in their Rbom. | 
But if the -Conſtitution ſhould be ſo fl 
boruly framed, that it will ſtill preſerve ith 
and the Peoples Liberties, in ſpight of ally 
lainous Contrivances to deſtroy both ; 
muſt the Conſtitution itſelf be attack 

broken, becauſe it will not bend. Theren 
be;an Endeavour, under ſome Pretence of py 
lick Good, to alter a Ballance of the Gon 
ment, and to pe it into the ſole Power of th 

Creatures, and of ſuch who will have conſta 
ly an Intereſt diſtin& from that of the Bod) 

e People. 

But if all theſe Schemes for the Ruin oft 
Publick, and their own Impunity, ſhould 
them; and the worthy Patriots of a free C 
try ſhould prove obſtinate in Defence of the 
Country, and reſolve to call its Betrayers to 
ſtrict Account; there is then but one Thi 
left for ſuch Traytors to do; namely, to ne 
about, and by joining with the Enemy of the 
Prince and Country, compleat their Treaſa 

I have ſomewhere read of a Favourite, 2 
firſt Miniſter to a 6 Prince, | 
ſince dead, who play'd his Part fo well, tl 
though he had, by his evil Counſels, raiſed 
Rebellion, and a Conteſt for the Crown; 
he — himſelf a Reſource, whoever 
the better: If his old Maſter ſucceeded, th 
this Achitophel, by the Help of a baffled} 
bellion, ever favourable to Princes, had 
Glory of fixing his Maſter in abſolute Powe 
But, as his brave Rival got the Day, Aeli 


1 the Merit of betraying his old Maſter tat 
ind was accordingly taken into Fe: 


ur. | 
Happy therefore, thrice-happy, are we, who 
. —— Spectators of the Miſeries 
hich the greateſt Part of Europe is reduced to 
fer, having loſt their Liberties by the In- 
gues and Wickedneſs of thoſe they truſted z 
it we continue in full Enjoyment of ours, 
can be in no Danger of loſing them, while 
have ſo excellent a King, afliſted and obey: 
by ſo wiſe a Parliament. 


I am, &c. 


— 
— 
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IX. 


ENALIS civitas mox peritura fi emptorem 
invenias ! ** Mercenary City, ripe for De- 
ſtruction, and juſt ready to deliver up th 

ſelf, and all thy Liberties, to the firſt Bid- 
der, who is able to buy thee,” ſaid the great 
zurtha, when he was leaving Rome. Rome, 
Nurſe of Heroes, the Miſtreſs of Nations, 
Glory of Empires, and the Source, the 
andard and Pattern of Virtue and Know- 
ige, and indeed, of every Thing which ever 
u praiſe- worthy and valuable amongſt Men, 
ps ſoon after fallen, fallen ten thouſand, thou- 
d Fathoms deep in the Abyſs of —_— 
d Impiety : No more of that publick Spirit 
peared, that rendered it amiable, as well as 
rible to the World: It had conquered by 
its 


— 


very Provinces, which their Duty bound then 


Freed men richer than their Maſters, | 
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ns Virtue more than its Arms: It had c 
manded a willing Subjection from the numen 
Nations, who readily 5 its ſup 
rior Genius and natural Right to Empire, 2 
afterwards their own Condition to be gracd 
the Dignity of ſuch a Miſtreſs. * i 
But, ſays the Abbot Vertot, about this Ty 
another Nation ſeem'd to appear upon the Stq 
A general Corruption ſoon ſpread it ſelf through 
Degrees of the State: Fuſtice was publickly ſold 
the Tribunals : The Voices of the People wen 
the higheſt Bidder ;, and the Conſuls, having 
tained that great Poſt by Intrigues, or by Ini 
never now made War but to enrich themſelves vi 
the Spoils of Nations, and often to plunder th 


protect and defend —— The Provinces were 
liged to ſupply theſe prodigious Expences : I 
Generals poſſeſſed themſelves of the Revenues of ti 
Commonwealth, and the State was weakened in 
portion as its Members became powerful. 
It was ſufficient Colour for rifling the People, « 
laying new Impoſts, if they did but givs thoſe 
actions a new Name. > 

There aroſe on a ſudden, and a it were H 
chantment, magnificent Palaces, whoſe Walls, Ru 
and Ceilings were all gilded : It was not enough ti 
their Beds and Tables were all of Silver; that n 
Metal muſt alſo be carved and adorned with Bal 
Relievo's, performed by the moſt excellent A 
All the Money of the State was in the Hi 
ef the Great Men, the Publicans, and cem 


He fays, It would make a Volume to repre} 
the Magnificence of their Buildings, the Richneſ 
— ttt 
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„ Habits, the Jewels they wore, the prodigious 
„e of Slaves, Freed men, and Clients, , by. 
ich they were conſtantly attended, and e , 
Expence and Profuſion of their Tables : They 
e not contented, if in the midſt of Winter, the, 
nian Nine that was preſented them was not 
d with Roſes ; and cool d in Veſſels of Gold in 
mmer : Their Side-Boards groan'd under the. 
tight and Load of Plate, both Silver and Gold: 
valued. the Feaſt only by the Coſtli neſs of the” 
ſhes that were ſerved up ; Pheaſants muſt be. 
dd for them through all the Dangers of the Sea; 
| to compleat their Corruption, after the Conqueſt 
Aſia, they began to introduce Nomen - Singers 
Dancers into their Entertainments. | 
ut Defenders of Liberty, ſays he, are here? 
bat an Omen of approaching Slavery? None could 
greater, than to ſee Valour leſs regarded in a 
e than Luxury ; to ſee the poor Officer lan- 
ing in the obſcure Honours of a Legion, whilſt. 
Grandees conceal d their Cowardice, and dazzled 
Hes of the Publick by the Magnificence of their 
ipage, and the Profuſion of their Expence, 1 
But what did all this Profuſion and Magni- 
ice 8 Pleaſures ſucceeded in the 
of Temperance, Idleneſs took place of 
„Love of Buſineſs, and private Regards ex- 
: viſh'd that Love of Liberty, and Leal and 5 
gi rmch, which their Anceſtors had ſhewn for 
An latereſt of the Publick ; Luxury and Pride 
Heme faſhionable ; all Ranks and Orders of 
erp tried to outvie one another in Expence 
| Pomp; and when by ſo doing they had 
preſet their private Patrimonies, they endea- 
need to make Repriſals upon the Publick; 
L. I. c 
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and having before ſold every thing elſe, at |; 
fold their . 1 
- - The publick reaſure was. ſquandred AW! 
and divided amongſt private Men; and ny 
Demands made, and new Taxes and Burths 
laid upon the People, to continue and. ſupp 
this Extravagance. Such Conduct in the Gr 
Ones, occaſion'd Murmurings,. tiniverſal Dj 
content, and at laſt Civil Wars. The Peq 
threw themſe'ves under different, Head, | 
Leaders of Parties, who all aſpired to mi 
themſelves Maſters of the Commonwealth, x 
of the publick Liberty; and during the Sti 
gle, Rome and all Italy was but one Slaughte 
Houſe. "Thouſands, Hundreds of Thouſand 
fell Sacrifices to the Ambition of a few: Rin 
of Blood ran in the publick Streets, andP 
ſcriptions and Maſſacres were eſteemed Spe 
and Paſtime ; till at length, two Thirds of 
People were deſtroy'd, and the reſt made dla 
to the moſt wicked and contemptible Wretd 
of Mankind. = I 
Thus ended the greateſt, the nobleſt 8 
that ever adorned the worldly Theatre, i! 
ever the Sun ſaw : It fell a Victim to Any 
tion and Faction, to baſe and unworthy Mk 
to Parricides and Traytors: and every ol 
Nation muſt run the ſame Fortune, expettt 
ſame fatal Cataſtrophe, who ſuffer themſei 
to be debauch'd with the ſame Vices, and 
4 by the ſame Principles and Pailion 
J wiſh I could ſay, that the Abbot V: 
D. ſcription of the Reman State, in its lat 
clenſion, ſuited no other State in our 0 
Time. I hope we ourſelves have none of ; 
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oruptions and Abuſes to complain of: I am 
re if we have, it is high Time to reform 
hem, and to prevent the diſmaÞ Evils they 
reaten. It is wild to think there is any other 
Nay to prevent the Conſequence, without pre- 
enting the Corruption, and the Cauſes which 
duce them: Mankind will be always the 
me, will always a& within one Circle ; and 
hen we know what they did a Thouſand _ 
ears ago, in any Circumſtance, we ſhall know 
hat they will do a Thouſand Years hence in 
ge fame. This is what is called Experience, 
e ſureſt Miſtreſs and Leſſon of Wiſdom. 
Let us therefore grow wiſe by others Misfor- 
nes: Let us make uſe of the Roman Lan- 
age, as a Vehicle of good Senſe, and uſeful 
ſtruction; and not uſe it like Pedants, Prieſts, 
d Pedagogues. Let their Virtues and their 
ices, and the Puniſhment of them too, be an 
xample to us; and ſo prevent our Miſeries 
dm being an Example to other Nations: Let 
avoid the Rocks upon which they have ſuf- 
ed Shipwreck, and ſet up Buoys and Sea» 
arks to warn and guide Poſterity. In fine, 
us examine and look narrowly into every 
n of our Conſtitution, and ſee if any Cor- 
ptions or Abuſes are crept or gallop'd into 
Let us ſearch our Wounds to the Core, 
thout which it is beyond the Power of Sur- 
y to apply ſuitable Remedies. 
Our preſent Misfortunes will rouſe up our 
its, and as it were awaken us out of a deep 
thargy : It is true, indeed, that they came 
on us like a Storm of Thunder and Light- 
g in a clear Sky, and, when the Heavens 
G 2 ſcem'd. 
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ſeem'd moſt ſerene; but the combuſtible M. 
ter was prepared before: Steams and Exhaly 
tions had been long gathering from Bogs 
Jakes; and tho' they ſome time ſeem'd df 
perſed and far removed by the Heat of a w 
Sun, yet the Firmament was all the while in 
pregnating with Fire and Brimſtone; and nd 
on a ſudden the Clouds thicken, and look blad 
and big on every Side, and threaten us with 
Hurricane. 9 
Let us therefore act the Part of skilful f 
lots, and call all Hands to labour at the Ou 
and at the Ropes: Let us begin with throwig 
all our Luggage and uſeleſs Trumpery oy 
board; then let us lower or take down all { 
perfluous Sails, to prevent the Boat from bei 
overſet; and when we have done all in « 
Power to ſave the Ship, let us implore the! 
ſiſtance of Heaven, and I doubt not but 
ſhall out-ride the Storm. | 
Quid times? Ceſarem vehis — We hat 
— King George on Board, and at the Helm; d 
Favourite of Heaven, and the Darling of 
ou Men ; who not only gives us full Lea 
t encourages and aſſiſts us to ſave our fel 
He will not, like ſome weak Princes among 
his Predeceſſors, skreen guilty Great Men, f 
fer others Faults to be laid at his Door, 
permit his Authority to be proſtituted to 


tronize Criminals, or interpoſe and ſtand Ming 
tween his Peoples juſt Reſentment and the H Var 
niſhment of worthleſs Favourites, of Thin 
ſort of Cattle he has none; fo that it is or 
own Fault if we are not happy, great Mahon 
free, ul Pa 
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Indeed, we owe that Juſtice and Duty to our 
eat Bene factor, as not only fairly and im- 
tially to repreſent to him our Circumſtances, 
d how we came into them; but to do all in 
r Power to put our Conſtitution on ſuch a 
trom, if any thing is wanting to it, that he 
zy have the Honour and Pleaſure of reigning 
er a free and happy People. This will be 
make our Gift complear, in preſenting him 
th a Crown, not beſet with any Difficulties; 
olorious Crown, and not mock him with one 
Thorns. „ 7. 

| ſhall ſoon, in ſome other Letter, offer my 
ouchts from what Sources theſe Miſchiefs 
ve flowed upon us, and what Methods I 
nceive are eſſentially neceſſary to retrieve 
Mm, 


I am, &c. 
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f 
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PINION and Reputation have often 
ong the greateſt Share in governing the Af- 


of the World. Miſled by the great Byais 
Superſtition, every where found in humane 
ture, or by Ignorance and Prejudices pro- 
ding as often from Education it ſelf, as from 
ent of it, we often take the Appearance 
Things for Things themſelves, and miſtake 
s of 9n Imaginations for Realities, and our 

bons for Certainties and Truth. A very 
ade 
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ll Part of Mankind is exempted from the | 
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deluſive Influence of Omens, Preſages, 2 
Prognoſticks. 23. 

This and the like Superſtitions enter in 
every Scene of private and publick Lie 
Gameſters throw away the Cards and Dir 
they loſt by, and call for others, without 2 
other Preference than that they are not they 
ſame. Gardeners pretend to plant Trees in 
fortunate Seaſon: Many People will not mam 
or do any Buſineſs, but on certain Days 3 
counted proſperous ; and even Generals ha 
had their fortunate and unfortunate Times 
Seaſons, and have often declined coming to 
Battle, when the Advantage was apparently 
their Side, merely becauſe the Day, or Timet 
the Day, was ill boding. 

Now, tho? all the Whimſies of this Ki 
have no Foundation, but in Opinion; yet th 
often produce as certain and regular Events, 
if the Cauſes were adequate in their own Nau 
to the Events. The Opinion of a Phyſician 
a Medicine, does often effect the Cure af 
Patient, by giving to his Mind ſuch Eaſe: 
Acquieſcence as can alone produce Heal 
The Opinion of a General, or of a Ca 
makes an Army hght with double Vigour ; a 
a Confidence in the Wiſdom and Integrity 
Governours, make+a Nation exert its utm 
Efforts for its own Security ; whereas by 
Diſtrfiſt of its Rulers, it often ſinks into a u 
verſal Indifference and Deſpondency. 
Change alone of a General, or a Miniſter, | 


often chang'd the Succeſs of a * e ol 
where there has been no ſuperiour Endownage [7 


in the Succeſſor; for if they can be rar 
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elieve, that their Misfortunes are owing to the 
Conduct or ill Genius of thoſe who com- 
mand them, the Removal of the ſuppoſed 
auſe of their Misfortunes, will inſpire the 
vith new Courage and Reſolution, hich 4 
_ always rewarded with Succeſs ' and 
Kory. | 

From hence the moſt famous Legiſlu tors, 
Princes, and Generals, have endeavoured to 
"ſil! into their Followers an Opinion of their 
eing more than humane, as being deſcended 
rom, or related to ſome God; or have aſſerted 
familiar Communion- with the Gods, and a 
Right to explain their Wills, and to execute 
heir Commands: By theſe Means they ob- 
vined an unlimited Confidence in their Abilities 
cheerful Submiſſion to their Authority, and 
Aſſurance of Succeſs under their Conduct. 
Where perſonal Virtues and Qualifications, 
y which the above Pretenſions are ſupported, 
e wanting, as in the ſucceſſive Eaſtern Mo- 
archics; there other Arts are uſed to gain Ad- 
ration, and draw Reverence to the Pei ſons 
f their Princes, and blind Obedience to their 
wer. Thoſe ſtately Tyrants are, for the 
oſt part, ſhut up in their Palaces, where ever 
hing is augnſt about them: They ſelds 
ew themſelves abroad to their People; ani 
hen they do, it is in the moſt awful and aſto- 
ing Manner, attended by numerous Guards, 
chly habited, and armed ; whilſt their own 


erſons are covered with, Pearl. -i 
ith Marea. 5 ang naß the Horſes and 


3 ride on, are all in a Blaze of 
old and precious Stones. | 
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: The demure Faces and deep Silence of thi 
iniſters and Attendants, contribute to ſpr 
the general Awe; which is ſtill heightend 
che ſolemn Clangor . of Trumpets, and og 
warlike Sounds All this prepares the gapi 
and enchanted Multitude to ſwallow with equ 
Credulity and Wonder, the plaufible Sto 
artfully given out amongſt them, of the ſublin 
and celeſtial Qualities of their Emperors, ink 
8 ſat even their very Images are wo 

pped. — | 

Indeed, in Countries where Liberty is el 
bliſhed, and People think for themſelves, allth 
above Arts and Pretences would be ridiculo 
and fuch Farce and Grimace would be laugh! 
at: The People have Senſe enough to kno 
that all this Profuſion and Wealth are their on 
Spoils ; that they muſt labour and want, thi 
others may be idle and abound ; and they wi 
ſee that their Poverty is encreaſed, and thei 
Miſeries aggravated and mocked by the Pon 
and Luxury of their Maſters. h 
Amongſt ſuch People, virtuous and ju 
Hows, or the Appearance of virtuous and j 
(Ctions, are the only Ways of gaining Eſteen 
eyerence, and Submiſſion : They mult ſee,( 
a 


ancy they ſee, that the Views and Meaſures 
zeir Governors tend honeſtly, and only to th 
publick Welfare and Proſperity, and they mu 
find their own Account in their Obedience, | 
Prince who deals thus with his pep 
e Neighbours i o 
e his cofiſtant Guard, and finding their on 
Security in his Government, will be alwz 
BY read 
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ady at his Call to take effectual Vengeance 


pon thoſe who ſhall attempt to oppoſe or un- 
ermine his juſt Authority. 

However, the wiſeſt and moſt free People 
re not without their Superſtitions and their 
oibles; and prudent Governors will take Ad» 
antage of them, and endeavour to apply them 
the publick Benefit. The Romans themſelves 
ad their Dies faſtos & nefaſtos, their fortunate 
nd unfortunare Generals, and ſometimes empty 
ames have been eſteemed Endowments and 
erit. Another Scipio was appointed by the 
os to demoliſh Carthage, which was firſt 
bdued by the Great Sei pio, and the Athenians 
alled for another Phormio for their War ar 
epanto, | 
Generals and Miniſters have been oftentimes 
fpraced, even by wiſe Nations, for making 
nfortunate Expeditions, or for unfortunate 
onduct in directing the Publick Affairs, when 
here was no Deceit, or want of Virtue in thoſe 
enerals and Miniſters:; for if a Nation or an 
my takes an univerfal, tho' an unreafonable 
iſeuſt, at one or a few Men, it is ridiculous to 
ing his or their Intereſt in Ballance with the 
atisſa tion and Affections of Millions, or much 
s than Millions. Prudent Princes therefore 
we been always extremely cautions how they 
mploy'd Men in any conſiderable Station, x ho- 
ere either odious or contemptible, even tho” 
happen d that they were innocently and un- 
drtunately ſo, d 
Indeed this can ſeldom happen; for a virtu- 
us and modeſt Man will never thruſt himfeit” 
to the Service of his Prince, nor continue 
G 5 Vonage 
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longer in it, than he is acceptable to the Peq 
He will/know that he can do no real Goody 
the Country, that will receive no Good ah 
Hands ; That the Publick jealouſy will u 
repreſent his Whole Conduct, and render 
beſt Deſigns abortive, and his beſt Actions u 
leſs : That he will be a Clog and a dead Weg 
upon the Affairs of his Prince; and that) 
general Diſtaſte taken at him, will by Dee 
make his Prince the Object of general Diſtaſe 
But when Miniſters have defervedly incurr 
the general Hatred; when they have be 
known to have cmploy'd their whole Powe 
and Intereft in Oppoſition to the Publick | 
rereſt ; when being truſted with a Nation 
Affairs, they have deſperately projeQed, 
9 purſued Schemes big with Publid 
Ruin; when they have weakened the Authon 
of their Prince to ſtrengthen their own, a 
endangered his Safety for the Security of ib 
own Heads, and the Proteftion of the 
Crimes; when they have thriven by the Put 
lick Ruin, and being the known Authors 
univerſal Calamities, have become the prop 
Objects of fuch univerſal Deteſtation, as not 
have one real Friend in their Country, or 0 
ſincere Advocate even atnongft the many tht 
have bribed to be ſo: If, after all this, th 
will go on to brave a Nation which they ha 
befare ruined, confidently continue at the He 
of Affairs, and abſtinately perſiſt to overt 
their King and Country; this, I ſay, is a ons 
vating their Crimes, by an Inſolence, which ill { 
Publick Reſcnttent can equa, "ge 
| Ya 
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his was th e 1 
\dminiſtration - 26 ite 2 I; 
injſters ſeverall ruined their, 8 ant 

heir Country. Nations (x pul 

onduct and unlucky. Cor Tabor 

Iriven into Revolts, or loſe: af 

nd themſelves, either azainſt Art g 
heir Native 'T'raytors, or lt heb 

This is famoully, verified in the tory 
heremviri, a College of Magiſtrates created 

he R-mans for one Year, to compile and 1by | 
liſh a Body of Laws: This Term was bs ba 

ng enough, and undopbtedly was fo ; 
eſe deſigning Men, under. the plauſble, 

ur of adding Two more Tables to . K 

ready Fniſhed and publiſhed, got their Sins 
rolonged for another Year; nor at the 21 
f that, tho? the Two Tables were adde 

hey diflolve themſelves; but in Defiance of the 
ople who choſe them, and now every where 
urmured againſt them, as well as ſuffered by 
hem, continued their Authority, 

The City of R-me ſaw it ſelf under a new 
overnment 3 Deploratur in perpetuum libertas, 
e vindex quiſquam extitit aut futurus videtur : 
I he Conſtitution was gone; and tho? all Me = 
omplained, yet none offered .to help. Whil 

e Romans were thus deſponding at Home, they 
ere deſpifed Abroad: The neighbouring Na- 
ons were provoked, that Dominion ſhould 
ll ſubſtſt in a City, where Liberty ſubſiſted no 
nger. The Roman Territories therefore were 
waded by the Sabins and the Agnians, This 
territed, 
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rerrified the Faction, but I do not find it tra 
ph the 10 who neither feared nor hats 
orcign Invaders” half ſo much as their o 
Domeſtick Traytors. The deſperate Parricidd 
determined rather to facrifice their Country thy 
loſe their Places; fo to War they went, hi 
with miſerable Succef. They managed thi 
War no better than they did the State, and bi 
no idre Credit in the Camp than in the Cit 
"The Soldiers would not fight under deteſſi 
Leaders, but ran away before the Enemy, an 
ſuffered a ſhameful Rout. 
Nor did this Loſs and Diſgrace, at once ut 
uſual and terrible to Rome, at all move thi 
Traytors to reſign: They went on miſgov 
ing ang dedaucting, till the Meaſures of thei 
Wickedneſs N oy were driven out. 
their Poſts by the Vigour of the State, and th 
Aſſiſtance of the People. The two c>ic 
Traytors were caſt imo Priſon, and the re 
into Baniſuhment. 
This ſoon happily changed the State of Af 
fairs, and the Spirit of the People; who, h 
Ying got at length an honeſt A4miniſtratic 
and Governors whom they loved and truſted 
quickly beat the Enemy out of the Territorit 
of Rome, that very Enemy, who in other Ci 
cumſtances had beaten them. 6 
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JArcere ſubjectis & debellare ſuperbor; to pay - 
well and hang well, to protect the 5 pay 
ent, and: puniſh the Oppreflors, are the Hinges 
d Ligaments of Government, the chief Ends: 
Mens entering into Soeteties: To attain 
heſe Ends, they trave been content to part with: 
heir natural Rights, a great Share of their 
ubſtance and Induſtry; to quit their Equality, 
nd ſubmit themſelves to thoſe who had before 
o Right to command them, For this, Mil 
ons live willingly in an innocent and ſafe Ob. 
urity, to make a few great Men, and enable 
em at their Expenee to- fhine in Pomp and 
agnificence. 6 | 
But all this Pageantry is not deſigned for 
hoſe who wear it: They cy about them the 
ignity of the Commonwealth: The Honours 
iey receive are Honours paid to the Publick 
nd they themſelves are only the Pillars and 
ages upon Which National Trophies are 
ung; for when they are diveſted of theſe In- 
y1i4, no more Reſpect and Homage is due to 
em, than what reſults from their own Vertue 
nd Merit: Yet ſuch is the Depravity of hu- 
"ane Nature, thar* few can diſtinguiſh” their 
wn Perſons from the Enſigns and Ornaments 
ey wear, or their Duty from their Dignity : 
here ſeems to be a Judgment upon al Men 
certain Stations, that they can never think — 
tne 
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the Time when they have been, or may apy 


be out of them. Ke 
A good Magiſtrate is the brighteſt Charade 
upon Earth, as being. moſt conducive to i 
Benefit of Mankind; and a bad one is a greats 
Monſter than ever Hell engendred :. He is x 
Enemy and Traytor to his own Species: W. 
there is the greateſt Truſt, the betraying it isi 
area: reaſon. The Faſces, the Judge, x 
the Executioner,. do not make the Crime, h 
puniſh it; and the Crime is never the leſs, iu 
it eſcapes the Vengeance due to it. Alexant 

who robbed Kingdoms and States, was a great 
Felon than the Pyrate he put to death, thi 
no One was ſtrong enough to inflictthe fan 
Puniſhment upon him. It is no more juſt tord 
withRegiments or Squadrons,than by ſingle Me 
or ſingle Ships; for unleſs we are determine 
by the Juſtice of the Action, there can be u 
Criterion, Boundary, or fix'd Mark, to kn 
where the Thief ends and the Heroe begins 


Muft little Villains then ſubmit to Fate, 
Wat great Ones may enjoy the World in State! 


Shall a poor Pickpocket be hanged for filchi 
away a little looſe Money; and wholela 
Thieves, who rob Nations of all they hart 
be eſteemed and honoured ? Shall a Roguery: 
ſanctified by the Greatneſs of it, and Impunit 
be purchaſed, by deſerving-the higheſt Punit 
ment? This is inverting the Nature of Thin 
confounding Vertue and Vice, and turning i 
World topſy turvy. 8 
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Men e „and 
re highly honoured and rewarded at the Pubs 
ick Coſt, ought to; look - themſelves 1 
features of thePublick, as Machines erected anc 
t up for Publick Emo t and Safety. They 
ught to vai that 5 * th | 
f their Countrymen have equal, or perhaps 
reater Qualifications than themfelves, and that 
lind Fortune alone has given them their pre- 
nt Diſtinction: That the Eſtate of the Free- 
older, the Hazard of the Merchant, and the 
weat of the Labourer, all contribute to their 
eatneſs; and when once they can fee them- 

res in this Mirrour, they will think nothing 
an be too grateful, nothing too great or too 
mardous, to be done for ſuch Benefactors. 
They will conſider that no uncommon, Ap- 
lication, or diſtinguiſhing Abilities will juſti 

's Superiority ; that many of their Fellow 
ubjects, poſſeſling equal Merit, take much 
ore Pains for much leſs Conſiderations; nay, 
at the Buſineſs of their own Employments is 
otly executed by inferior Officers for fmall 
tewards ; and conſequently, their great Ap- 
intments are given to ſecure their Fidelity, 
d put them far above, and out of the Reach 
Bribery and Corruption: They ought not 
have a Thought which is mean or little: 
heir Minds are not to be in the Dirt, whilſt 
eir Heads are in the Clouds: They ought to 
fuſe and inſpire Vertue, Refolution, and pub- 
ck Spirit into the inactive Maſs, and be illu- 
nous Examples of every great and noble 


Valiky. 
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; But JF they can fink ſo low beneath then 


_ felves;" ey e eee 
nity ot their Characters; if they can chuſe Me 


to grovel upon the Earth, when they m 
aſcend to the Heavens; and be ſo — 
abject, as to combine and confederate wi 
Pickpockets and common Rogues; betray the 
moſt ſolemn Truſts, and 4 all their Pom 
and Credit to deſtroy that People, whom thy 
have _ Motive, which Heaven and Es 
can fuggeſt, to protect and defend: Then, If 
ſuch Wretches ought to be the Scorn and U 
teſtation of every honeſt Man; and new Kind 
of Vengeance, new Tortures, and new Engind 
of Miſery ought to be invented, to make thel 
Puniſhments as much exceed common Puniſh 
ments, as their Crimes exceed thoſe of 
worſt fort of common Male factors, and asth: 
Rewards ſurpaſs thoſe of the beſt and worthi 
Citizens in other Stages of Life and Circun 
ſtances of Fortune. 
There is no Analogy between the Crimes. 
private Men, and thoſe of publick Magiſtrat e 
The firſt terminate in the Death or Suffering 
of ſingle Perſons; the others ruin Million 
fubvert the Policy and Oeconomy of Nation 
and create general Want, and its Confequence 
Diſcontents, Inſurre&tions, and Civil Wars 
Home, and often make them a Prey to watd 
ful Enemies Abroad. But amongſt the Crim 
vhich regard a State, Peculatus, or robbing! i 
Publick, is the greateſt ; becauſe upon H 
careful and frugal Adminiſtration of the pub 
Treaſure, the very Being of the Comma 
wealth depends. It is what my Lord Ca e calls 
. ale 
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tele pacis & firmamentum belli : And the em- 

ling it is Death. by the Civil Law, and. 
vght to be ſo by all Laws. It is the Wor 
rt of Treaſon, as it draws all other ſorts o 
reaſon after it: It diſconcerts all the Meaſure 
Government, and lays the Groundwork o 
ry Rebellions, and all Kind of publick 
ſiſeries. | 1 
But theſe, as well as all other Crimes which 
ect the Publick, receive their Aggravation 
cording to the Greatneſs of the Perſons who 
mmit them; not only as their Rewards are 
ger, and their Temptations leſs, but as their 
ample recommends, and, as it were, au- 
orizes and gives a Licence to Wickedneſs. 
o one dares to puniſh another for an Offence, 
hich he knows, and the other knows, that he 
ery Day commits himſelf. One Great Man 
ho gets an hundred thouſand Pounds by cheat» 


gthe Publick, muſt wink and connive at an 
ndred others who ſhall wrong it of ten thou- 
nd Pounds each; and they at ten times as many 
ore, who ſhall defraud it of a thouſand ; and 
on in lefler Progreſſion, till the greateſt Part 
the Publick Revenue is ſwallow'd and de- 
ured by great and little Plunderers. , | _ 
It is therefore of the utmoſt Importance to 
te Security and Happineſs of any State, to 
niſh in the moſt exemplary manner, all thoſe 
ho are intruſted by it, and betray that Truſt: 
becomes the Wiſdom of a Nation, to give 
n thouſand Pounds to purchaſe'a Head, which 
feats it of Sixpence : Valerius Maximus calls 
erity, 2 Preſerver and Avenger of Liberty : 
ls as neceffary for the preventing of Tyranny, 
as 
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as for the Support of it. After the Death 
the Sons of Brutus, executed by the Comm 
of their own Father, and jn his Preſence, y 

r no more of any Conſpirators in Row 
reſtore. the Tarquins ; and had M,, Cel 
and other Corrupters f the People met wit 
the fame Puniſhment, that gloricus Commg 
wealth might have ſubſiſted to this Day. 
nity. to great Crimes is an Invitation to prez 
erz whereas Deſpair of Pardon, for the ny 
part, makes Pardon uſeleſs : If no Mercy we 

ewn to the Enemies of the State, no Sa 
would be overturned ; and if ſmall or no Pi 
niſhment is inflicted upon them, no State 
be ſafe. 

Happy, happy had it been for this unhapy 
People, if theſe important and eſſential V 
ims of Government had been duly regark 
by our Legiſlators at the Revolution; and 
with too, the ſincere and hearty Endeav 
of our preſent Legiſlators to puniſh the] 
trayers of the late unfortunate Queen had n 
the deſir'd Succeſs ; for I doubt all our M 
fortunes have flowed from theſe Sources, a 
are owing to theſe Diſappointments, 

All Europe ſaw, and all good Men in it | 
mented to fee, a mighty Nation brought 
the Brink of Deſtruction by weak and cn 
temptible Inſtruments ; its Laws ſuperſed: 
its Courts of Juſtice corrupted, its Legillau 
laid aſide, its Liberties ſubverted, its Religi 
overturned, and a new one almoſt introduc 
and a violent and deſpotick Government 
ſumed, which was ſupported by Legions 4 
am armed Force: They ſaw this brave Fea 
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th e under the Oppreſſion, and like 4nteus 555 
nal: Strength by their Fall: They called fax _ 
* ll: Afliſtance. of the next Heir to the Crawn 
revenge himſelf and them; and when they 
ca by his Aſſiſtance removed the Uſu oP; 


warded him with the preſent. Poſſeſſion of 
e Crown: But when they had all the deſired 
ucceſs, and ſubdued all they had fought wit 
ey ſoon found that, by the T reachery . 
rruption of their Leaders, they had loſt all 4 
at they had fought for. . AT. 
Inſtead of compleating their Deliverance, 
nd puniſhing the Authors of their Calamities, 
nd facrificing them to the Manes of their 
ace loſt Liberties ; upon the moſt diligent 
arch, there was. not a guilty Perſon to be 
und ; not one who had contributed to their 
sfortunes. Three Kingdoms had been un- 
ne by Male · Adminiſtration, and no Body 
d a Hand in it. This Tergiverſation gave 
| Heart and Courage to the b 
action: Some imputed it to Weakneſs a 
ear; others to a Conciouſneſs of Guilt for 
hat we had done; and all cried out aloud, 
there were no Criminals, there could be no 
times; whilſt. all honeſt Men ſtood amazed 
dcovered with Shame and Confuſion at theſe 
oceedings, WE the 
All the while our new Betrayers riotted in 
er Sun-ſhine, laugh'd at the unſeaſonable 
mplicity and Folly of a few Whimficals, who 
d not know what a Revolution was good for: 
hey would not make a Rod for themſelyes ; 
n the contrary, numberleſs were their Pro- 
45 and Stratagems to amals Riches and Te 

/ creaſe 
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creaſe. their Power. They encouraged y 
protected a general Prodigality and Corruptia 
and ſo brought the Kingdom into the greit 
Neceſſities, and then took Advantage of the 
Neceflities : They got publick Money inf 
their Hands, and then lent that Money tot 
Publick again for great Premiums, and at gre 
Intereſt, and afterwards ſquandred it away! 
make Room for new Projects: They mat 
Bargains for themſelves, by borrowing in 
Capacity what they lent in another; and by 
Uſe of their prior Intelligence, and Knowle 
of their own Intentions, they 2 gover 1 
the National Credit, and raiſed and depreſſ 
it at their Pleaſure, and as they ſaw their Adyn 
tage ; by which Means they beggar'd the Pa 
ple, and mortgaged all the Lands and the Sto 
of the Kingdom, tho' not (like the righten 
Foſeph) to their Maſter, but to themſelves. 
Thus the Revolution and the Principles 
Liberty ran backwards again. The baniſh 
Tarquin conceived new Hopes, and made 
Attempts for a Reſtoration. ; all who h 
ſhared in the Benefits of the former wicke 
Adminiſtration ; all thoſe who had ever bee 
the avow'd Enemies to an equal Governme 
and impartial Liberty; all the grim Inqui 
tors, who had aſſumed an uncontroulable % 
vereignty over the free and ungovernable Mind 
who have ever pretended a divine Right 
Roguery ; united in his Intereſt : With th 
Joined the Riotous, the Debauch'd, the N 
ceſſitous, the poor deluded Bigots, as well 1 
all ſuch as had not received Rewards equal 
their fancied Merit, and could not bear to# 


oth 


ters revel in Advantages, which their own 
pbition and 3 had before ſwal. 
ved for themſelves... F | 5 
This formidable Party combined againſt the 
 eſtabliſh'd Government, made Earnin 


iſcreants, who by their vile and mercena 
ndut betrayed the beſt Prince and be 
uſe in the World, and ſeveral Times 
moſt overturned the new reſtored Liberty; 
t that the Gratitude, and perſonal Love of 
e People to that great Prince, and the freſh 
d lively Remembrance of the Evils they had 
Fered, or had been like to have ſuffered, 
m the abdicated Family, ſtill preſerved him 
on the Throne, in ſpight of all Attempts to 
e contrary. However, proper Advantages 
re not taken, neither in this nor the follow-. 
g Reign, from the many Defeats of this reſt- 
Faction, which might have ſettled the Re- 


t together with the Foundations of the 
nh. There was always a Lion in the Way: 
te Figure, or the Number of the Conſpira- 
, or the Difficulty of Diſcovery, or their 
Power, were the Reaſons whiſpered ; but 


ty Perſon durſt not ' heartily proſecute ano- 
r: The Criminals had Stories to tell, Se- 


MWg a great Villain to deſerved Puniſhment. 
ne but a Brutus could have deſtroyed Bru- 


Sons. 
Nothing 
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the Miſcarriages and Corruptions of thoſe 


lution upon ſuch a Baſis, as not to be ſhaken 


ereſt, Alliance, br Confederacy with Men 


true one was concealed, namely, that one 


ts not fit to be divulged ; for an innocent 
d virtuous Man alone dares undertake to 
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142 CATOsLETTERS. 
Nothing was ever done to rectify or reguly 
the Education of Youth, the Source of all 
other Evils; but Schools of Literature ws 
ſuffered ro continue under the Direction oft 
Enemies to all ſound Literature and publi 
Virtue: Liberty, being deſerted by be | 
Friends, fell of Courſe into the Hands of 
Enemies, and ſo Liberty was turned upon 
berty : By theſe Means, the Diſcontents y 
fomented, the Evils ftilt encreaſed, and i 
Conſpirators ſtill went on. They had n 
ot new Tools to work with, juſt forged, a 
ent glowing hot from the Univerſities: A 
Generation aroſe and appeared upon the pu 
lick Stage, who had never ſeen or felt d 
Misfortunes which their Fathers groaned u 
der, nor believed more of them than wh 
they had learned from their "Tutors : 80 th 
all Things feemed prepared for a new Revolt 
tion, when we were ſurprized by a Vol 
from Heaven, which promiſed us another 
liverance. | 
We have at laſt, by the bounteous Gift 
indulgent Providence, a moſt excellent Kin 
and a wiſe and uncorrupt Parliament; and jt 
—— But what ſhall I ſay, or what ſhall! 
left unfaid ? +—— I will go on. We h 
a Prince.” I ſay, who is poſſeſſed of every Vi 
tue which can grace and adorn a Crown; 
Parliament too, than whom England has nent 
choſen one better diſpoſed to do all tho 
"Things, which every honeſt Man in it wiſhed 
and called for, and yet by the Iniqu 
of the Times, or the Iniquities of * 
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-n, we are ſtill to expect our Deliverance, 
ough I hope we (hall nor expect it long. 7 A 
Publick Corruptions and Abuſes have grown 
Jon us: Fees in moſt, if not in all Offices, 
immenſely increaſed: Places and Employ» 
ents, which ought not to be old at all, are 
14 for treble Values: The Neceſlities of the 
blick haye made greater Impoſitions una- 
idable, and yet the Fublick has run very 
h in Debt; and as thoſe Debts have been 
creaſing, and the People growing poor, Sa», 
ries have been augmented, and Penſions mul- 
lied : I mean in the laſt Reign, for I hope 
ere have been no ſuch Doings in this. 

Our common Rogues now ſcorn little Pil - 
ings, and in the Dark; tis all publick Rob - 
, and at Noon Day; nor is it, as formerly, 
r (mall Sums, but for the Ranſom of Kings, 
d the Pay of Armies: Figures of Hundreds 
d Thouſands have loſt their Uſe in Arith- 
tick: Plumbs alone are thought worth ga- 
ering; and they no longer ſignify Hundreds 
Thouſands, but Millions : One Great Man, 
o is ſaid in a former Reign to have plundered. 
Million and a Half, has made his Succeſſors 
ink as much to be their Due too: Poſſeſſion 
great Sums is thought to give a Title to 
oſe Sums ; and the Wealth of Nations is. 
eaſured out and divided amongſt private 

en, not (as by the Weſt-India Pyrates) with 
ovels, but- by Waggons. k; 
The Dregs of the People and the Scum of 
e Alley can buy Italian and German Sovereigns 
t of their Territories ; and their Levees have 
en lately crowded with Swarms of _ 
ent 
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dent Princes, like Roman Conſuls, and Ef, 
Monarchs 3 and I am fold; that ome of bd 
have been ſeen aſcending to, and deſcendif 
from their Chatiors, whiſe they leaned uy 
the Necks of x Grandees. Oh Lib 
4 ſtop thy Flight. Oh Virtue ! be o or 
thing more than a Name and empty Sound 
Return, oh return! and inſpire and aſſiſt 
illuſtrious Legiſlators in the great Work the 
have fo. generouſly undertaken : Aſſiſt, ai 
if it be but to ſave thoſe who have always ne 
voutly worſhipped thee, and have paid conſty 
Incenſe at thy Altars. „ 
But what ſhall be done? Where is the he 
medy for all theſe Evils? We hope for i, 
expect it, we ſee it; and we call for it, fr 
the healing Hands of our moſt gracious Kin 
and his dutiful Parliament. There is a Ci 0 
in the Health of Governments, as well as rin, 
private Perſons. When Diſtempers are at d 
worſt, they muſt mend, or the Patient dia 
And when the Caſe is deſperate, bold and g 
ſolute Methods muſt be taken, or he will ! 
ſuffered to die for fear of his dying. — Wt 
then is the Remedy ? — We muſt begin wit 
letting out ſome of our adulterate and corruj 
Blood, one Drop of which is 1 27 to col 
taminate the Ocean: We muſt firſt take ful 
Vengeance of all thoſe we can diſcover tot 
guilty, and uſe them as Citizens do Shoplitten 
that is, make thoſe who are caught, pay k 
all that is ſtolen. Let us not, Oh, let us nc 
ſuffer the Sins of all 1/rae! to be at this Ting 
of Day laid upon the Head of the Scape. Gi 


Me 
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When we have taken this firſt and mower; th 


ep to prevent an Apoplexy or malignant E- 
ptions, let us preſcribe ſtrong Emeticks, pro 
r Sudorificks, and effectual Purgatives, to 
ing up or throw off the noxious Juices and 
wrbiick Matter that oppreſſes us, and fo 
holly to eradicate the Cauſes of our Diſtem- 
r, But above all, and for the Sake of all, let 
avoid the beginning with Lenitives and pal - 
ting Medicines, which will only cover and 
ment. our Evils, make them break out more 
olently, and at laſt perhaps turn into dan- 
rous Swellings and epidemical Plague-Sores, 
{ by ſuch Means ſpread a general Infection: 
t us not ſuffer any of our great or little 
ogues to eſcape publick Vengeance. * 
When we have, by theſe vigorous Methods, 
moved the peccant Humours which are the 
rings and Sources of our Diſtemper, let us 
proper Applications, gentle Remedies, and 
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eollome Diet, to correct and rectify the Mais : 
a remaining Blood, to invigorate and renew! | 


Conſtitution, reſtore it to its firſt Princi- 
s, and make it ſound and active again: 
us ſee where it abounds, and where it 
nts, and whether the ſanguine, the phleg- 
tick, or the bilious predominates, and re- 
ce them all to a proper Ballance : Let us 
pk back and examine ſtrictly, by what Ne- 
dt, by what Steps and Gradations of In- 
nperance or Folly, we are brought into the 
lent Condition, and reſolve to avoid them 
the future. 
ert us try no more Projects, no more kna- 
Experiments; let us have no more Quack- 
L. I. | ing, 
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ing, no more to do with Empericks. Let u 
openly and above - board for the Publi T 
Intereſt, and not hang out falſe Colours 1 
catch uniwary Preys, Let us plainly tell u 
firſt what we mean, and all we mean: If u 
honeſt and advantageous, every goed Man wil 
defend it, and aſſiſt in it; if otherwiſe, it oug 
not to be defended at all. n EH 
This is the Way, and the onl Way, to . 
ſerve and long continue the ineſtima Bleling 
of our preſent Eſtabliſhment : Let the Peco! 
ſee the Benefit of the Change, and there 
no Fear that they will be againſt their on 
Intereſt ; but State Quacks may harangue a 
ſwear till they are black in the Face, bek 
they will perſwade any one to believe that | 
is in perfect Health, who feels himſelf ſick 
Heart. Men in ſuch Circumſtances are 4 
ways reſtleſs, always tumbling about from $i 
to Side, and changing every Poſture for pr 
\ ſent Eaſe, and ſo often bring Death up! 
themſelves, by try ing prepoſterous Remeds 


to avoid it. 
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- To che Author of ebe London Journal, 
e. 11 en * 1415 s 
John Ketch, En ſenech Greering, | | 
| | bes 1 T1730) omg Toe AF. 
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Ian, £07541 £2 T8 
| N a general Call for Juſtice from an in- 
jur'd Nation, I beg leave to pet in my 
dice, being my ſelf an eminent Sufferer in 
de ill Fate of my Country, which no othex- 
riſe gains than as I do, by the Exaltation of 
zogues. Our Intereſts, in this Reſpect, aje 
de ſame. And as it would be very hard that 
he Bloodſuckers of the People ſhould nor 
nake the People ſome Amends, by reſtoring 
e Blood they have ſuck'd; fo it would be as 
ard that I, who am the Finiſher of Jultice, 


hould not have Juſtice done ne. 
From my beſt Obſervation, upon publick Af 
irs, laſt Summer, I promiſed my ſelf that I 
ould certainly have full Hands this laſt Win- 
r; I therefore applied my ſelf with fingular 
ligence to gain the utmoſt Perfection and 
kill in the Calling wherein God and the Law 
th placed me: For, I did not think it at all 
udable, 'or agreeable: to a good Conſcience, 
d accept a Poſt, without proper Talents and 
xperience, to execute the ſame; however 
ſtomary and common ſuch a Practice wy 
And therefore, without preſuming to fal- 


the illuſtrious Example of my Betters, in 
"WS this 
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Now, Sir, it unluckily happens, that I can- 
ot pay for any of the Implements of National - 
uſtice, and of my Trade, till I have uſed 
dem: And my Creditors, though they own 
ne to be an honeſt Man, yet wanting Faith 
n all publick Officers, begin to fear that I 
all never pay for them at all. It is, in truth, 
ſenſible Diſcouragement to them and me, 
hat I have had ſo little to do this Winter, 
chen there appeared ſo much to be done in 
y Way. Sure never poor deferving Hang- 
nan had ſuch a ſhameful Vacation. 
As having a Poſt, I have confequently the 
onour of being a true Member ot the Church” 
England, as by Law eſtabliſned; and ther- 
ore under theſe Diſappointments J comfort 
py ſelf with ſome Patience, and more Beer. 
have beſides that, this further Conſolation, 
hat if our Canary Birds find Wings to'eſcape' 
he, neither the Blame nor the Shame ſhall lie 
© ve 7th; bo - 
You ſee, Sir, I have Merit, and yet you 
labour under Diſcouragements endugh to 
are any Succeſſor of mine from accepting this 
eglected and 4.7 i Poſt, till he has a ſuf- 
cient Sum of Money in Hand paid, and a 
ood Penſion for Life, as is uſual upon tefs 
Wccaſions, together with ample Proviſion for 
s Children after him. e oyH es 
But, in ſpight of all theſe Diſcouragements, 
am determined to live in Hopes of ſome rop- 
ing Cuſtomers before the Seſſion is ended. 
be Publick and I muſt certainly get at laſt : 
1 knows we have been eminent Sufferers ; 
Ny have been defrauded on every Side. 
_— Being 


fl 
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have Reputation enough to ſtand Candidates 
or my Place, were the ſame vacant, (which 
God forbid !) and yet Rogues ſo ſwoln with 
uilt, that poor Derwentwater and Kenmure(my 
wo laſt Cuſtomers) were Babes and petty 
Larceners to them. Now theſe are the Hang- 
«of I. would be keeping my Hand in uſe 
vith. bY 
Sir, I have been with Counſel about them, 
and my Lawyer ſtands amazed that I have not 
had them already : ** Bur, /ays he, Mr. Ketch, 
* 1 foreſaw that the Brokers were only the 
' Pimps of great Rogues, who were them- 
* ſelves. the Pimps of greater: So that were 
' theſe Vermin to go up to Tyburn, they would 
' draw many more after them, who would 
' likew:ſe draw others — So, depend upon it, 
the Lyon, if he can, will fave rr" 
And hence it proceeds, Mr. Kerch, that tho” 
it is hard, yet it is not ſtrange, that thoſe 
Rogues, whom all Men wiſh in your Hands, 
are not yet there 4+ l inept 
He then told me how the Brokers have vio- 
ated that Act of Parliament, which allows 
hem but Two and Ninepence for tranſacting a 
undred Pounds Stock, by taking or rather 
xfting twenty Shillings, and ſometimes five 
Pounds, 1 hope, when 1 come to {trip them, 
r to commute for ſtripping them, I ſhall 
e allowed to -mete out to them the ſame 
Her ſare. 8 
He told m2 likewiſe, that during the Reign 
f Roguery, they ſold for no body but the Di- 
tors, and their Betters ; whereas they were 
bliged in Duty to have ſold for all Men alike, 
H 4 who 
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who employed them. Their Office is an Offs 

of Truſt, as well as that of the Dire 
They act, or ought to act, under the Re 
ſtrictions of an Act of Parliament, under t 
ſacred Obligation of an Oath, and under Ti 
and Penalties of a Bond; by all which they, 
obliged to diſcharge their Duty impartial 
berwixt Man and Man, and for one Man x 
ſoon as another. Now it is well known th 
they broke their Truſt to the Publick; th 
they ceaſed to be common and indifterent Of 
cers in the Alley; and yet retaining the Nam 
and Pretence of their Office, (by which thej 
alſo retained the Power of deceiving;) they be 
came only Spies and Lyars for the Direct 
and their Managers, and Sellers for them on} 
"They were therefore Criminals of the ki 
Claſs, and principal Agents in the publick Mi 
chief; for, had they not ated thus for one 8 
alone, the Directors could not have fold 0 
much at high Prices, nor would others has 
bought in at thoſe Prices: So that they ate 
be conſidered not only as the Inſtruments « 
greater Traytors, tho' in that Character th 
are liable to be hanged; but as wilful and d 
liberate Confederates with thoſe Traytors; an 
conſequently, merit every Puniſhment, whic 
thoſe higher Traytors merit. 

My Counſel ſaid too, That there were fo 
Crimes of ſo high and malignant a Natur 
that, in the Perpetration of them, all Accel 
ries were conſidered as Principals-; That thak 
who held a Man till he was murdered, we 
Murderers ; That thoſe who voluntarily held 


Candle to others, who robbed a Houſe, wer 
| 8 | el 
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emſelves Robbers ; and that in committing of 
reaſon, all are Traytors who have had a Hand 
\ that Treaſon. „ eee 2300 01-1208 
He ſaid, That the Brokers were free Age 
Jependent of all Companies, and ne mor 
ich d, in point of Duty, to the 'Soiith-$e, 
an to any other; That — 1 juris (as he 
ulled it) they could not excuſe their wicked 
Nealings by the pretended Commands and Au- 
ority of any Superiors, as ſome of the Sonrh« 
Officers might plead, for that the Directors 
ere not their Superiors ; That their Rogueries 
refore were voluntary and deliberate Rogue- 
s; and that having wilfully ſinned with the 
irectors, they ought in Juſtice to ſuffer with 
ge Directors, and hang with them. 
He told me, That having Share of the Gain 
F Villainy with the Directors, they ought to 
ave their Share of the Halter too. Fhey tranſ- 
ted great Sums for themſelves; tho? the Law 
hich eſtabliſh'd them, enacts, Fhat they ſhall 
ther Buy nor Sell for themſelves; which is 
ghly reaſonable; for how can any Man tranſ- 
honeſtly for another, whilſt he is felling to 
m his own Stock? ee 
He ſaid, They deceĩved every Man into his 
vn Ruin, and ruin'd the Nation to enrich the 
rectors and themſelves: They ſold their owrn 
ock, and that of the Direftors, under falſe 
d fictitious Names, contrary to the Obliga- 
on of their Bond to the City, which obliges. 
em to declare the Name of the Seller to the 
yer, as well as the Name of the Buyer to the 
ler; for they knew that no Man would hav 
en willing to buy, had he known that the 
H 4 Brokers 
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Brokers and Directors were in haſte to g 
Thus they uſed falſe Dice, and blinded. Mei 
Eyes to pick their Pockets.“ And ſux 
Mur. Ketch, /ays. the. Counſellor, if he. wi 
N picks Man's Pocket js to be hanged, 
Rogues that pick the Pockets of the w. 
& Country, ought to be hanged, drawn, ul 
* quartered, mn E's 
But what was moſt remarkable of all in 
the Counſellor told me, and what indeed gi 
me moft Heart, is, that unleſs the Brokers 
hanged, it will be ſcarce poſlible any Body 
ſhould; be hanged. If this be true, their Du 
is certain, and I ſhall be able to ſupport n 
Squireſhip before Eaſter. For, furely we (hy 
never ſave mighty Knaves, for the Sake ( 
ſaving little ones; and if fo be it is determin 
ro gratify the Nation with a competent Store 
Hanging and Beheading, certainly we muſt 
every thing neceſſary thereunto. . 
if 80 N. ſays my Ceunſel, if the Brokers 
„ got diſcover the Secrets which they b. 
„ know, but which they will never diſcon 
&« if they can ſave their Necks and Purſes vi 
* out doing it ; then, I doubt me, Juſtice wil 
impotent for want of Evidence. But, ift 
find that they can ſave nothing by their) 


ence, they will tell all to ſave ſome ibi nde 


“They are hardened Rogues, and by fi ilai 
* Oaths, and under-hand Dealing, will ant 
all that are as bad as themſelves ; but gnfoach 
them well, and ten to one but you ſqu ey 
& the Truth out of them. | arric 
„For all, which Reaſons, Mr. Kerc', end 

| — tinued be, | hope ſoon to give you Joy of bier 


a Broxt 


| 


CATO's LETTERS. 155 
Brokers, as well as of better Cuſtomers” —— 
id ſo he diſmiſs'd me, without taking a Fee; 

r. he told me, he confider'd me as an eminent 


ferer, by having as yet got Nothing, where 
wiſhd I bad, before this Time, got a great 


| "This Sir, is the Subſtance of what paſſed 


ween us, for which I am fo much obliged to 
im, that if ever he falls in my way, III uſe 
im with the like Generoſity; and'T will owe 
ov, Mr. Fournaliſt, the ſame Favour, if you'll 

ſo kind to publiſh this. | | 

If you knew me, Sir, you would own that 
have valuable Talents, and am worth your 
cquaintance. I am particularly poſſeſſed of a 
aſe · worthy Induſtry, and an ardent Deſire of 
ulmeſs In truth, 1 care not to be idle; and 
et it cruelly happens, that I have but one buſy 
Nay in fix Weeks, and even then I could do 
vice as much. Beſides, having a tender Heart, 
really affects me with Pity, to be obliged to 
rangle ſo many Innocents every Seſſions; poor 
armleſs Offenders, that only commit Murders 
nd break open Houſes, and rob Men o 
wuineas and Half. Crowns; while wholeſale 
lunderers, and mighty Rogues of Prey, the 
owed Enemies and Hangmen of Honeſty, 
rade, and Truth, the known Promoters of 
ſillainy, and the mercileſs Authors of Miſery, 
Vant, and general Ruin, go on to ride in 
oaches and Six, and to defy a People whom 
ey have made poor and deſperate ; potent 
uricides, who have plundered more from this. 
'ngdom in Six Months, than all the private 
nieves and Highwaymen ever did, or could 
o lince the Creation. N i 
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Sir, I repeat it, that the hanging of ſuch po 
Felons only, as things now ſtand, is comp: 
tively ſhedding innocent Blood ; And fo, fe 
the Eaſe of my Mind, 1 beg that T may hay 
thoſe ſent me, whom 1 may truſs up with af 
Conſcience. - My Teeth particularly water 
and my Bowels yearn, at the Name of thy 
Brokers ; for God's ſake, let me have thy 
Brokers. | 

Upon the whole, Sir, I have Reaſon to heyy 
from the preſent Spirit raifed in the Nati 
(and, they fay, it is in- a great Meaſure owin 
to you, that there is ſuch a Spirit raiſed;) If 
I hope ſoon to have the fingering of the Thron 
of theſe Traitors, who have finger'd all th 
Money in the Nation. Their own Guilt, an 
the inceflant Cry of the People, will weil 
them down, in ſpite of all Arts and Skreen 
N. B. I have a nice Hand at touching a Neck 
Quality; and when any ſuch Cuſtomers com 
I ſhall be ready to give you Joy of it, as vt 
as to receive the like from you. 


Who am, Sir, 
Your Loving Friend, 


JOHN KETC 
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nem 
Rom the — Spirit of this Nation, it is 
ſtill further evident to me, what I have 
ways thought, that the People would con- 
1 de in the Intereſts of Fruth and Liberty, 
ere it not for external Deluſion and external 

orce. Take away Terror, and Men never would 
zwe been Slaves: Take away Impoſture, and 
len will never be Dupes nor Bigots. The People 
then they are in the Wrong, are generally in the 
Vrong thro? Miſtake ; and when they come to 
ow it, are apt frankly to correct their own - 
aults. Of which Candor in them Machiavel 

s given feveral Inſtances, and many more 
night be given. 23.44 4411 

But it is not ſo with Great Men, and the- 
aders of Parties; who are, for the moſt 
art, in the Wrong thro' Ambition, and con- 
nue in the Wrong thro” Malice. Their In- 
ntion is wicked, and their End criminal; and 
hey commonly aggravate great Crimes by 
reater, As great Dunees as the Governors of 
lankind often are, (and God knows they are 
en great enough, ) they are never Traytors out 
| meer Stupidity. 

Machiavel ſays, That no wiſe Man needs decline 
be Judgment of the People in the Diſtribution of 
fices and Honours, and ſuch particular Afﬀairs, 
in which I ſuppoſe he includes. Puniſhment) 
in theſe Things they are almeſt _—— 14 

9 ; CO , 


| 


which the Nation has nothing to do, and fron 


a 8 9 . = 
N 3 a * 8 * 


5 158 CA4'TOSLETTERS. 


E 
Eng ve ] right 
as they always would, were they not - miſle 
They are, particularly, unanimous in the 
Opinion, That we ought by no Meang to pu 
with Gibraltar; and this their Opinion ts ground 
ed upon the ſame Reafons that ſway the wiſe 
Men in this Matter. 5 P3213: 
They likewiſe know, That an Engliſh Wi 
with Muſcovy, would be downright. Madnek 
for that, whatever Advantage the fame mig 
be to other Countries, it would grievouſly hu 
the Trade and Navy of England, without hu 
ing the Czar. -. 
They know too, That a Squabble betwert 
Spain and the Emperor about Italy, could nc 
much affect England; and that therefore w 
we to go to War with either, upon that As 
count, as Things now ſtand, it could not bet 
the Sake of England, 
They know, That our Men of War mighth 
always as honeftly employed in defending ou 
Trade, by which our Country ſubſiſts, fro 
the Depredations of Pyrates, as in conqueri 
Kingdoms for thoſe, to whom the Nation 1 
nothing obliged, or in defending Provinces wit 


which it reaps no Advantages, | 
They know, That it is of great Conc 
ment to any People, that the Heir Apparent! 
their Crown be bred amongſt them; not ol 
that he may be reconciled, by Habit, to the 
Cuſtoms and Laws, and grow in Love wit 
their Liberties; but that at his Acceſſion to! 
Throne, he may not be engroſſed and _ 
| "orci 
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oreigners, Who will be always in the Intereſts 
another Country, and conſequently will be 
tempting to miſlead him into Meaſures miſ- 
hievous to his Kingdom, and ad vantageous to 
ne ſelves, or their o.] u Nation. Wert tne! #1} 
The People know, That thoſe are the beſt 
iniſters, who do the .moſt Good to their 
untry, or rather the leaft Miſchief : They 
m feel Miſery and Happinefs, as well as thoſe 
at govern them; and will always, in ſpight 
of all Arts, love thofe that do them a ſenſible 
ood, and abhor, as they -ought, thoſe that 
dad them with Evils. Henee proceeds the Po- 
ularity, and the great and unenvied Characters 
our preſent Governors; who, beſides the me- 
orable and proſperous Projects which they 
ave brought to Maturity, for the Good of 
ent Britain and Ireland, would likewiſe have 
bliged us with another Preſent, but very few 
Years ſince, which would have compleated all 
he reſt, if we had had the Courtefy to have 
cepted it. | F 
It is certain, that the People, when left to 
hemſelves, do generally, if not always, judge 
vell; we have juſt now a glaring Inſtance of it 
n the loud and unanimous Call of all Men, 
hat Mr. Knight may be brought over; I fa 
be Call of all Men, except the Directors a 
heir Accomplices. Nay, the People judge well, 
5 to the Cauſe of his going away; they more 
han gueſs for whoſe Sake, and by whoſe Per- 
uhon, he went; and they are of Opinicn 
hat, were he here, the Trials of Guilt in the 
oſe of Cc mmons would be much ſhorter, 
d the Tower of London ſtill more nobly in- 
habited. 
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habited. I am indeed ſurprized that he is w 
already in London, conſidering of what Conk 
quegnoee iti is to have him here, both to public 

and to private Mei. er 
Whether the Directors and their Maf 
ſhall be puniſhed or no, is to me one and d 
ſame Queſtion, as to ask, whether you wi 
preſerve your Conſtitution or no, or whethe 
you will have any Conſtitution at all? It is 
Contention of Honeſty and Innocence wit 
Villainy and Falfhood ; it is a Diſpute whett 
or no you ſhall be a People; it is a Strugg 
and, if it is baulk'd, will, in all probabili 
be the laſt Struggle for old Engliſh Libeny 
All this is well underſtood by the People 

England. 

ow, tho? the inferior Knaves are in a fr 
way of being hang'd, yet our Top-Trayton 
having tranſacted all their Villainies in th 
South-Sea with Mr. Knight alone, or wit 
Mr. Knight chiefly, will think themſelves i 
ways ſafe, ſo long as they can keep him abroad 
and while he continues abroad, the Nation 
Vengeance can never be half compleat. 
As to my own particular, F am fo fanguin 
in this Affair, that the very Reaſons common 
given why he will not be brought over, are tc 
me very good Reafons why he will be brough 
over: I cannot but wonder to hear any Doubt 
about it, I am ſure thoſe who ſuggeſt ſuc 
Doubts, muſt fuggeſt with the fame Breal 
very terrible Crimes againſt ſome very conſide 
able Men. | 
The Bulineſs of bringing over Mr. Knight 
become the Buſineſs of the Miniſtry, and 1 
CUM 


5 


* r * | 
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CA 
mbent on them only. It is become their Duty 


eſerve entirely to him the Affections of a 
ling and contented People, by ſhe wing them, 
x in Conſideration of their mighty Wronꝑs 


prevent) they ſhall have all fair Play for 
tice and Reſtitution. And it is in this reſpec̃t 
» become the Duty of the Miniſtry to the 
ople, whoſe Humours it is their Buſinefs to 
atch, and whoſe Intereſl it is their Buſinefs to 


mſelf; and it muſt be owned to the Praiſe o 
e preſent Set, that they have conſtantly con- 
ed and purſued the one as much as the other, 
ih equal Skill and Honeſty ; and fo far King 
d People are equally obliged to them. 
As to the perſonal Intereſts of the Miniſters 
mſelves I ſay nothing, the ſame being ſup- 
{d always firmly linked with the other = 
doubtleſs it is at preſent. Let me only a 
„that the bringing over Mr. Knight is a 
ty which they owe to themſelves, their own 
haracters being intimately concerned in it; 
herwiſe —= 4 | of: 
People indeed begin to ſay, that the ſuppreſ- 
of Evidence ought to be taken for Evi- 
ce, as in the Cafe of Mr. Aiſlabie, 'who 
md the Book which contained the Evidence. 
ere is a noble Perſon too, ſaid to be 
u eotioned in the Report of the Committee, 
to his Advantage; but I thank God, now 
Wy vindicated by Patriots as incorrupt as him- 
pon the fulleſt Proof of his Innocence; 
if his Acquittal did not meet the univerſa 
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their Maſter King G E ORG E, as they would 


hich the ſaid Miniſtry did all in their Power 


dy, as much as the Intereſt of the King 
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equal to the firſt in Power and Innocence, x 


equally ſhare in the grateful App 


TY . CFP 


Concurrence of all preſent, it could be oy; 
only to Mr. Knight's not being at hand to ſhe 
what he knew : Had he made his Appear 
there had never been a Diviſion u 
Queſtion, but all would have been then 
unanimous in their Sentiments about that 
Man's Integrity and clean Hands, as all 
reſt of the Kingdom at preſent are: Howen 
Reputation is ſo nice a Thing, that it can 
be made too clear; and therefore we are f 
of the hearty Ailiſtance of this illuſtrious Pa 
to bring over Mr. Knight, if poſſible, to m 
his Vindication yet more compleat. 

It is alſo the Intereſt of another Great Perk 


who, without doubt, has taken common M 
ſures with him for the Publick Good, and » 
lauſe of go 


Men, and the Repioach of bad; for no [ 


rees of Virtue will put any one beyond Me g 
each of Er Calumny, and there bl: 
we cannot be fure that his ſtrenuous and bare 
faced Protection of innocent and opprelifWugh 
Virtue will not be miſinterpreted by popu Te 


Clamour, which miſapplies often eſtabliſh 
and well-known Truths; as, that no one u. 
has not Part of the Gain will adopt part oft 
— 3 that it is the Property of Innoce 
to abhor Guilt in others, as well as not 
practiſe the ſame itſelf, and to puniſh as wel 
to hate it; that no Man who is not a Thi 
will be an Advocate for a Thief; that Rog 
are beſt protected by their Fellows; and th 
the ſtrongeſt Motive any Man can have! 
faving another from the Gallows, is the Feat 


”4 * * * _ 
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p theſe and a thouſand other ſuch unwarrant 
e Imputations ought not, and have not made 
eat Impreſſion upon one conſcious of his 
n Virtue; yet it is every Man's Duty, as 
"as Intereſt, to remove the moſt diſtant 
uſes of Suſpicion from himſelf, when be ca 
eit conſiſtent with his publick Duty: an 
efore we are equally ſure of this Great Man's 
deavours too for bringing over Mr. Kr igt. 
ven ſome of our Legiſlators themſelves have 
been free from Calumny, who are all con- 
ned to have their Charad ers vindicated; and 
eſore we may be ſure, will, in the higheſt 
nner, reſent any Prevarication, or triflin 


cane, if ſuch a Procedure could be poſſibly 


England, as well as to many of themſelves. 
ay, the whole Parliament of England, who 
generouſly undertaken the Scrutiny of the 
black Knaveries, and the Puniſhment of the 
aves, are nearly concerned to ſee Mr. Knight 
wught over. They find, in their Enquiries, 
Teſtimony often refer'd to, and that the 
le dence is not compleat without him. The 
dw already a good deal of what he coul 
; and I doubt not but he could ſay more 
they know. They have once addreſs'd 
Mapity already about bringing him over; 
| 1 ſuppoſe will again, if he does not come 
edily, The Buſineſs of the whole Nation 
as it were, ſtand ſtill for it; ſeeing it is 
ome the Buſineſs and Expectation of the 


ile Nation, 


As 


poſed in an Affair of this nice Importance to 
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ame Puniſhment for the ſame Crimes: And 


br, 
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As to Remoras from abroad, T cannot 
Room for any Quite otherwiſe; I al 
thought it 2 fortunate for England, f 
Mr. Knight fell into the Em $ Hands; 
Prince for whom we have done ſuch Migh 
ſuch Heroick Favours; for whom we conſun 
our Fleet in the Mediterranean, for whom 
guarantee'd Italy, for whom we * preſerved { 
conquered Kingdoms; a Prince, in fine, 
whoſe Service we have waſted Years, Fla 
and Treaſures: And can it be alledged orf 
poſed, with the Appearance of common Se 
that this great Prince, the ſtri& Friend, 
Confederate and faſt Ally of England; a bf 
who has been, as it were the Ward of Engl 
and brought up in its Arms ; ſupported by 
Intereſt and Counſels, protected and 17 hi 
by its Fleets and Armies, will, againſt all 
Principles of good Policy, and again{t all 
Ties of Gratitude and Honour, fly in the 
of his Friends and Benefactors, by refuſing 
deliver up to this Nation and this King, al 
Criminal, ſmall in his Character, but grea 
his Crimes, and of the utmoſt Conſequence 
England, in the purſuit of this great Enqu 
which merits the Conſideration, and comms 
the Attention of every Engliſhman ? 
We could draw up a long, a very long 
of good Deeds done, and expenſive Fan 
ſhewn to the Emperor ; withour being 
of 1 out of Countenance by any6 
man Catalogue of Returns made us from 0" 
Perhaps there may have been ſome 
telies procured from thence by Eng an 
we would ask, Whether they were inte! 
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procured for England? It ta 


d ſhall we, this firſt Time, be denied? 
il ſuch an humble Mite be refuſed for Mil- 

jecture and ExpeQation ? It cannot 
7 if it could, ought it to be born 
e know how to ſhew, that we have | 


0 alit 9 jox Te . oi ne OY 
e Emperor therefore cannot be ſuſpecteil 
this Matter; I dare ſay he will comply with 


7 they be. He will not put ſuch Contempt 
n us, Who have purchaſed more Reſpec 
his Hands, Beſides, it is confidently aflert- 
that Mr. Knight longs to be at Home; 
ich I am apt to believe: He knows, that 
kind Counſel given him, to go away, was 
given him for his own Sake: And has Rea- 


p him away. There is Laudanum in Flan- 
„ 33 well as in England, and That or a Poigy 
may thwart his beſt Inclinations to return; 
that ſhould happen, we are at Li to 
pk the worſt; and, I doubt, we cannot thi 
bad. Unhappy Man ! he was not a Knave 
himſelf alone; and I am apt to believe, 
re he here, he would honeſtly betray thoſe 
m to the Publick, for whom he wickedly 
ny d the Publick. 


peror nor Mr. Knight are to be blamed, if 
Night does not return. But whether he 


Alling or no, the Emperor has no Right, 
no 


is the firſt Time of Aeg . Gur vey: 


v frankly beſtowed, and beſtowed beyond 
yell as Power, and Reſentment as well as 


r Demands, as ſoon as they are made, what- - 


| to fear, that thoſe who ſent him away, will + 


zus then, in all Likeliboaod, neither tbe 
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| £16 Pretence to keep him. Who will when 
< blame, i ce waere C. - of juſtice. 
of the Nation, ſhould not bave its Fit 
The Queſtion is eaſy, were the Anſwer g 
dent to ou. In Truth, there needs nof 
5 85 . will know how to { 

| is K (i - . „ 

| Six Weeks, and yer the Commons have G 
f fion to addreſs his Majeſty to know what 
ll - ſwer he has ſent; Wonderful, in a Caſe tu 
q of ſo much Importance, and which require 
much Expedition, and fo little Ceremony 
have ſometimes thought a Courier muſt ne 
\ have been diſpatch'd to England about it | 
| ſince, but that he was way-laid, and murd 
* by our Confpirators or their Agents, upon 
Road. This may ſeem a ſtrange Fancy; 
i without being very aged, I have lived | 
þ enough to think nothing ſtrange —— 1 
3 not been once amazed theſe Six Months 
i In the mean time, the Buſineſs of the Ct 
h mittee, which is the Buſineſs of Great Bri 
| is like to ſtand ſtill. Thoſe Gentlemen b 
done their Duty; and if their Evidence is 
compleat (which however they deny) the f. 
is not chargable on them; but they are anſi 
8 able, who keep them from better. This i 
Reproach not like to be wiped off, but 
| bringing over Mr. Knight; and then, perh 
they that deſerve it, may. dread a far va 
Thing. Here is the Riddle, and the Sol 
of the Riddle —— There are thoſe amot 
us, who, cloathed as they were with Infat 


| and curſed and deteſted by their Fellow 
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s uffiverſally, do vet dread à greater Evil. 
precious nd prevailing is the Love of Life? 
atinue me mine, ſweet Heaven, upon ber: 
Ay nk mn we . 
ſhall conclude, by repeating an Obſerva- 
L have — made in this Letter, name · 
that the fupy _ the beft, Evidenc 
tains in it the ferongeſt Evidence; and thoſe 
1 will ſtill ſtand condemned, who, im Tri- 
of Innocence and Guilt, ftop the Mouths 
heir Judges, and deprive the Accuſers of 
ic Witneſſes. 


Ian, &c. 


IR, 


im going to preſent to you, and the Town 
by your Means, with the moſt valuable 
ormance of nt It is not likely 
tit ever had, or ever will have, its Fellow, 
Author of it was, perhaps, the moſt a- 
ble Character, the moſt accompliſh'd Man, 
ever the World ſaw. r 


Excellent Brutus! of all Humane Race 
The Beſt! ?!?! Cowley; 


e was the Author of that glorious Letter 
ch I now ſend you, in Engliſh. It was 
ten by the greateſt Man upon the nobleſt 
ect; BRUTUS upon LIBERTY. It 
lent to Cicero, and the Occaſion this : 

Octavia 
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 |1ORFevius,.Coſar, afterwards called 4ugy 
Baring dead Mark Anthony before Ma 
and: by that means rais'd the Siege of 
Place, began now to conceive higher Deſi 
than he had yet ſhewn : He had hithenst 
laced far the Commonwealth, and ſeemed 
for it; the Senate having truſted him yi 
an Army, by the Perſwaſion and. Intereſ 
Cicero. But after this Victory over Ant 
he began to ſet wp. for himſelf, and to thy 
tate the Revenge of his Uncle, and Father 
me.” Julius Ceſar ; and finally, to py 
himſelf a Way to abſolute Monarchy, | 
knew well that Brutus and Caſſius would nen 
while they liv'd, ſuffer him to poſſeſs vl 
the) would not ſuffer the firſt Ceſar to enjo 
and therefore, to ſucceed his Uncle, he 1 
deſtroy them. 
But Cicero, who pr. lov'd and adi 
Brutus, and pretended to great Power overt 
Mind of the young Cæſar, undertook to v 
to him in Favour of the Patrons of Libe 
who flew his Uncle, to ſeek their Parde 
eſpecially a Pardon for Brutus, that he mij 
return to Rome, and be there in Safety. 
Letter of Cicero's contained in it alſo Thu 
to Octavius for his Services to the Republi 
and was intirely unknown to Brutus; but | 
ing inform'd of it by Atticus, he took ext 
Offence at this Step of Cicero's, which ſeer 
to him a Confeſſion of Sovereignty in Oda 
by not only owning him Maſter of the L 
of the Romans in general, but of his too, 8 
was the Deliverer of the Romans, and (con 
to owe Life to Oftavius, : 
7 


e 
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Ivtus had another; Spirit, and oqher Views: 

emember d the bold and free Words of the: 
Cato, his Uncle, to thoſe of his F 2 

ö offered to procute for him the; 

ſo, by throwing; themſelves, on bis 


wn to be beholden to Hranny. IJ am a frre 
Gehe: and ſhall I win my Ain bim, Loo 
u0 R t even to my ubm 1 

5 =; Reaſon to _ that gr. 
uld, without his Knowled ge, thus treat an 

a Criminal, and Ceſar as a ——— 2 


ment gave Occaſion to this Letter; in 


; ng throug gh the Whole, ſhews. Brutus to 


s Spirit 
endiouſly ſtrong,! that his Eloquence muſt 
been great as is Soul; and yet that great 
was not ſo dear to him as his Liberty. 


| Iam, &c. 
BRUTUS to CICERO. 


Have ſeen, bythe Favour of Atticus, * ; 
* Part whic 
r to Oftavius, The Affection u. there 


and 
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2 


c Feet —— No, Gentlemen, ſays Camp, 


ing of Ceſar Mercy for Brutus. That Ro. a 


ich he treats Octadius as a raw Lad, and 
35 a weak and fearful Man. The Rea- 


ated by a moſt ſublime and glo- 
1. — and Liberty; and by ſo 


* 


concerns me, in your Let- 


refs for my Perſon, and the Pains vou 
e for my Safety, are great; but they give 
no new Joy Your Offices are be- 
me as habitual for me to receive, as for 
4 I 1 and * your daily Words 


- * \ 
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and Actions on my Behalf, I have'Uaily H 
**. ſtances of your generous Regard for m (li 
«arid my Reputation. 
However, all this hinders not but hl þ 
the above. mention d Article of your 0 
** to Ofavius, pierced me with as ſenſible it 
*- Grief as my Soul is capable of feeling. 4 
. *: thanking him for his Services to the: Republi in 
© lick, you have choſen a Stile which: ſbe &: 
uch Lowneſs and Submiſſion, as do bur u th 
clearly declare that you have {till a Maſte co 
* and that the old Tyranny, which we though m 
** deſtroyed, is revived in a yew Ty fa; 
„What ſhall I ſay to you upon this fad Heal bu 
„Jam covered with Confuſion for yall kv 
ſhameful Condition, but you have broughM in, 
it upon your ſelf; and I cannot help ſte me 
* ing ON your ſelf in this wrerched vb 
re en en e eee 
Fou have petitiened Octadius to H dell 
Mercy upon me, and to ſave my Life 
* In this you intend my Good, but ſought M bis! 
« Miſery, and a Lot worſe than Death, WW you 
*© ſaving me from it; ſince there is no RH Mer 
* of Death but is more eligible to me, thanW vou 
* Life ſo ſaved. - Be' ſo good to recollet I om 
little the Terms of your Letter; and hai Lou 
„ weigh'd them as'y6u ought, can you de Tha 
© that they are conceived in the low Stile Went 
* an humble Petition from a Slave to lim, 
* haughty Lord, from a Subject to a KingWour I 
« You tell O#avius; that you have a RequiWiis 8 
* to make him, and humbly hope he Co: 
&* pleaſe graciouſly! to grant it; namely, Miele 


« ſave thoſe Citizens who are e 


| 
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Men ef Condition, and boloved by the Peo- 
ple of Rome. This is your honourable Re- 
queſt; but what if he ſhould not grant it, 
but refuſe to ſave us ? Can w/e be ſaved by 
n Certainly, Deſtruction 

it ſelf is preferable to Life by his Favour? 

* Tam not, however, ſo deſponding, as to 
imagine that Heaven is ſo offended with the 
Reman People, or fo bent upon their Ruin, 
that you ſhould thus chuſe, in your Prayers, f 
to apply rather to Od aviu:j than to the ich- 5 
mortal Gods, ſor the Preſer vation, L do no 4 
ay of the Deliverers of the whole Earth, 

but even for the Preſervation of the meaneſt * - 
Roman Citizen. This is a high Tone to talk 
in, but I have Pleaſure in it: It becomes 
me to ſhew that I ſcorn to pray to thoſe 
whom I ſcorn-to fer. 
Has then Ofavius Power to ſave us, or 
deſtroy us? And while you thus own him 

to be a Tyrant, can you yet on your ſelf 

bis Friend? And while you are mine, can 
you deſire to ſee me in Rome, and at the 
Mercy of an Uſurper 2 And yet, that this 
would be my Caſe, you avow, by imploring 
om a giddy Boy, my Permiſſion to return. 
You have been rendering him a World of 
Thanks, and making him many Compli- 
ments; pray how come they to be due to 
tim, if he yet wants to be peti ion d. for 
our Lives, and if our Liberty depends upon 
his Sufferance? Are we bound to think it 


2 Condeſcenſion in Oftdvius, that he chuſes 
theſe our Petitions ſhould rather be made to 
0 bim than to Ant bony? And are not ſuch 
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low Supplications the proper Addroſſes 80 
Tyrant? And yet ſhall ws. who. boldly 
< {troyed one, be ever brought baſely to fin 
plicate another 2 And can we, who are th 
«Deliverers of the Commonwealth, deſce: 
ta ask what no Man ought-to have it in hi 
* Power to give? ; 
« Dread and Deſponeney, f you 2 
8 2 ency. OL. a 
or ick Struggles; in which, however, ye 
© have too many to keep you in Countenana 


. 
- 
. 
* 
— 


« The Commonwealth has been loſt, beruf 
it was given for loſt. Hence Ceſar was bt th 
& inſpired with the Luſt of Dominion; hen 4 
Mark Anthony, not terrified by the Doom 

the Tyrant, ome and hurries on to ſuccee 5 
him in his Tyranny ; and hence this 08 
© vius, this green Uſurper, is ſtarted into ſuc or 
** a Pitch of Power, that the Chiefs of d 
* Commonwealth, and the Saviours of tha 10 
Country muſt depend for their Breu. 
upon his Pleaſure Yes, we muſt c - 


<«. our Lives to the Mercy of a Minor, ſoſtene 
by the Prayers of aged Senators. 
Alas, we are no longer Romans ! If 
<« were, the virtuous Spirit of Liberty wou 
* have. been an eaſy Over- match for the 
< terous Attempts of the worſt of all 
<<. graſping after Tyranny ; nor would en 
„ Mark Anthony, the raſh and enterprizu 
„ Mark Anthony, have been ſo fond of Cee 
Power, as frighten'd by C.eſar's Fate. 
Remember the important Character }{ 
* ſuſtain, and the great Poſt you have fill 
« You are. a Senator of Rome, and you ba 
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been Conſul of Rome; you have defeated 
Conſpiracies, and deſtroyed Conſpirators. 
I not Rome ſtill as dear to you as ſhe was? 
Or, is your Courage and Vigilance læſs? 
And is not the Occaſion greater? Or, could 
you ſuppreſs great Traytors, and yet tolerate 
greater? Recollect what you ought to do, 
by what you have done. Whence proceed- 
ed your Enmity to Anthony 2 Was it not 
that he had an Enmity to Liberty, had 
fired violently on the Publick, aſſumed. 
the Diſpoſal of Life and Death into his own 
Hands, and ſet up for the ſole Sovereign of 
all Men? Were not theſe the Reaſons; of 
your Enmity, and of your Advice to com- 
bat Violence by Violence, and to kill him 
nther than ſubmit to him? All chis was 
well — But why muſt Reſiſtance be 
drop'd, when there is a freſh Call for Re- 
ſſtance? Has your Courage fail'd you; or, 
vas it not permitted to Anthony to enſlave 
us, but Another may? As if the Nature of 
dervitude was changed by changing Names 
and Perſons. © No — we do not diſpute 
about the Qualifications of a Mafler ; we 
ill have no Maſter. | e 
It is certain we might, under Anthony, 
have gone large Shares with him in the Ad- 
uniftration of deſpotick Power; we might 
ave divided its Dignities, and ſhone in its 
rappings. He would have received us 
raciouſly, and met us half way. He knew 
lat either our Concurrence or Acquieſcence 
duld have confirm'd him Monarch of Rome ; 
ad at what Price would he not have pur- 
> The chaſed 
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*. chaſed either? But all his Arts, all] 
„ Temptations; all his Offers were 'tejedf 
Liberty was our Purpoſe, and Virtue 0 
Rule: Our Views were honeſt and unim 
fal; Our, Country, and the Cauſe of Mu 
„ Kind. SIRE 2» 8. | 
. **, With Ofavins himſelf there is ſtill a Wy 
open for an Accommodation, if we choſe 
As eager as the Name of Ceſar has 
5 that raw Stickler for Empire, to det 
* thoſe who deſtroy'd Cz/ar ; yet doubtlc6| 
* would give us good Articles, to gain 0 
* Conſent to that Power to which he aſpire 
* and to which, I fear, he will arrive: A 
* what is. there to hinder him? While x 
only attend to the Love-of, Life, and i 
© Impulſes of Ambition; while we can pu 
chaſe Poſts and Dignities with the Price 
* Liberty, and think Danger more dreadt 
© than Slavery; what remains tg ſave us? 
„What was the End of our killing the 
rant, but to be free from T'#ranny ? 
A ridiculous Motive, and an empty Expic 
if our Slavery ſurvives him ! —— 0 
„ho is. it that makes Liberty his 
Liberty, which ought to be the Care of 
* Men, as 'tis the Benefit and Bleſſing of 4 
% For my ſelf, rather than give it up, I 
“ ſtand ſingle in its Defence. I cannot | 
& but with my Life, my Reſolution to mi 
* tain in Freedom my Country, which Ih 
<< ſer free: I have deſtroyed a Veteran Tyra 
“ and ſhall I ſuffer, in a raw Youth, his He 
* Power to controul the Senate, ſuperk 


the Laws, and put Chains on Rome 
l ED „ Pow 


Cad 1 * F — N | * 9 A 
 CATOSLET TERS. 125 
power, which no perſonal Favours, nor even 
the Ties of Blood, could ever ſanGify to 
me; a Power, which I could not bear in 
Ceſar ; nor, if my. Father had uſurp'd it, 


could have: born him. inte 
Jour Petition to Ofavius is a Confeſſion 
that we cannot enjoy the Liberty of Rome 
without his Leave: and can you dream that 
other Citizens. ate free, where we could 
not live free? Beſides, having made your 
Requeſt, how is it to be fulfilled ? Vou beg 
him to give us our Lives; and what if he 
does ? Are we therefore ſafe becauſe we 
live ? Is there any Safety without Liberty; 
or rather, can we poorly live having loſt it, 
and with it our Honour and Glory ? Is 
there any-Security in living, at Rome, When 
Reme is no longer free? That City, great 
as it is, having no Security of ber own, 
can give me none — No, I will owe mine 
to my Reſolution and my Sword; I cannot 
enjoy Life at the Mercy of another ; Cæſar's 
Death alone aſcertained my Liberty to me, 
which before was, precarious : I ſmote him 
to be ſafe, This is a Roman Spirit, and 
vhitherſoever I carry it, every Place will 
be Reme to me, who am Roman enough, to 
prefer every Evil to Chains and Infamyz 
which to a Roman are the higheſt of all 
Evils, I thought we had been releaſed from 
theſe mighty Evils, by the Death of him 
who brought them upon us; but it ſeems 
we are not; elſe why a ſervile Petition to 
1 Youth, big with the Name and the Am- 
bition of .C:e/ar, for Mercy to thoſe Patriots, 
9 3 


\ 1 


176 CATOSLETTERS. 
Fho generouſly revenged their Country up 
© that Tyrant, and cleared the World of | 
.* Tyranny ? It was not thus in the Comme 
* wealths of 'Gretce, where the Children 
* Tyrants ſuffered equally with their Fathe 

** the Puniſhment of Tyranny. 
Can] then have any Appetite to ſee Rin 
„Or, can Rome be ſaid to be Rome? Wie hat 
fſlain our Tyrant, we have reſtored ber 2 
cient Liberty; But they are Favours throy 
* away ; ſhe is made free in ſpite of herſe 
and tho' ſhe has ſeen a great and tercihl 
Tyrant bereft of his Grandeur and his Li 
* by a few of her Citizens; yet baſely & 
** ſponding of her own Strength, ſhe imp 
* tently dreads the Name of à dead Ty 

* revived in the Perſon of a Stripling. 
No more of your Petitions to your you 
* Ceſar on my Behalf ; nor, if you are wiſ 


| 
| 
| 
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| * on your own, You have not many Te yt 
| to live; do not be ſhewing that you on: pul 
rate the ſhort Remains of an honourab{W+ | 
| Life, by making prepoſterous and diſh 6c 
*. nourable Court to a Boy. Take Care HN. 
) by this Conduct you do not eclipſe the Lui on 
* of all your glorious Actions againſt 5% un. 
Anthony: Do not turn your Glory into RW va, 
| * proach, by giving the Malicious a Hand +. 
to ſay, that Self. Love was the fole Moti dr 
| * of your Bitterneſs to him; and that, oft 
„you not dreaded him, you would not hay: 
| * oppoſed him: And yer will they not fee 
* this, if they ſee that having declared Wa ting 
* againſt Authomy, you notwithſtanding lea bon, 
p vil 


„Lie and Liberty at the Mercy of Oden 


Au 
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ind tolerate in him all the Power which the 
other claimed? They will ſay that you are 
not againſt having a Maſter, only you would 
not have Anthony for a Maſter. 
well approve your Praiſes given to Of. 
v6; for his Behaviour thus far; it is indeed 
Praiſe-worthy'; provided his only. Intention 
has been to pull down the Tyranny of An- 
thy, without eſtabliſhing a Tyranny of his 
own, But if you are of Opinion that Octa- 
vive is in ſuch a Situation of Power, that 
it is neceſſary to approach him with humble 
Supplications to fave our Lives, and that it 
is convenient he ſhould be truſted with this 
power; J can only ſay, that you lift the 
Reward of his Merits far above his Merits - 
| thought all his Services were Services done 
to the Republick; but you have conferred 
upon him that abſolute and imperial Power 
which he pretended to recover to the Re- 
publick. KW 750 e 
* If, in your Judgment, Odavius has earned 
ſuch Laurels and Recompences for making 
War againſt Anthony's Tyranny, which' was 
only the Effects and Remains of Cefar's Ty- 
ranny ; to what Diſtinctions, to what Re- 
wards would you intitle thoſe who extermi- 
nated, with Ceſar, the Fyranny of Ceſar, 
for which they felt the Bleſſings and Bounty 
of the Roman People? Has this never entere 

mo your 'Fhoughts? Behold here how 
eſſfectually the Terror of Evils to come, ex- 
tmguiſhes in the Minds. of Men all Impreſ- 
ons of Benefits receiv'd ! Ceffr is dead, and 


vill never return to ſhackle or frighten. the 
15 E Cuy 
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City of Rene; ſo he is nd more thought o 


nor are they who delivered that City fro 
* him. But Anthony is {till alive, and ſtilli 
« Arms, and ſtill terrifies; and ſo Octaviu 
% adored, who beat Anthony. Hence it is th 
Octavius is become of ſuch Conse 
&* quence, that from his Mouth the Roman Pe 
ple muſt expect our Doom, the Doom 
& their Deliverers! And hence it is too, th 
* we — Deliverers) are of ſuch humb 
* Conſequence, that he muſt be ſupplicated 
give us our Lives! 

© I, as I faid, have a Soul, and I have 
Sword; and am an Enemy to fuch abjet 
« 'Stpplications ; fo great an Enemy, that 
deteſt thofe that uſe them, and am an avoy 
ed Foe to him that expects them. 1 ſhall; 
* leaſt be far away from the odious Compan 
* of Slaves; and where-ever I find Liben 
© there I will find Rome. And for you that 
behind, who. not ſatiated with many Yea 
„ and many. Honours, can behold Lit 
„ extinck, and Vertue, with us, in Exile, 
yet are not ſick of a wretched and precario 
Life; I heartily pity you. For my k 
* whoſe Soul has never ebb'd from its cont: 
Principles, I ſhall ever be happy in the Cc 
ſciouſneſs of my Virtue; owing nothing 
my Country, towards which I have faithful 
* diſcharged my Duty, I ſhall.pofleſs my M. 
5 in Peace, and find the Reward of well doi 
in the Satisfaction of having done it. Wh 
greater Pleaſure does the World afford, ti 
to deſpiſe the {lippery Uncertainties of L 
* and to value that only which is only Vi 
24 4 
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able, private Vertue, and publick Liberty; 


tar Liberty, which is the Blefling, and 
ought ro be the Birth-right of all Man- 


kind ? | „att 

« But ſtill, Iwill never fink with thofe who 
rs. already falling; I will never yield with 
thofe who have a Mind to ſubmit: I am 
refolved-to be always firm and independent: 
| will try all Expedients; I will exert my 
utmoſt Prowefs, to baniſh Servitude, and ſer 
my Country entirely tree. If Fortune favours 
me as ſhe ought, the Bleſſing and Joy will 
be every Man's; but if fhe fails me, and 
my beſt Endeavours are thrown away, yet 
till F will rejoice ſingle; and ſo far be too 
hard for Fortune. What, in ſhort; ean my 
Life be better laid out in, than in continual 
Schemes, and repeated Efforts, for the com- 
mon Liberty of my Country? * 
* As to your Part in this Criſis, my dear 
Cicero, it 1s my ſtrongeſt Advice and Requeſt 
to you, not to defert your felf: Do nor 
diſtruſt your Ability, and your Ability will 
not diſappoĩnt you; believe you can remedy 
our heavy Evils, and you will remedy them. 
Our Miſeries want no Encreaſe: Prevent, 
therefore, by your Vigilance, any new Ac- 
cellion. Formerly, in Quality of Conſul 
you defeated, with great Boldnefs and 
Warmth for Liberty, a formidable Conſpi- 
racy againſt ' Rome, and faved the Common- 
vealth; and what you did then againſt 
(ataline, you do ſtill againſt Anthony. Theſe 
Actions of yours have raifed your Reputa- 
ton high, and ſpread it far; but it 1 be 
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True Fame reſults only from the ſteddy Per? 
ſeverance of Reaſon in the Paths and Purſuits: 
of Virtue. The Care, therefore, of the 
Commonwealth, and the Defence of her 
Liberties, - belong to you above all Men, be- 
ciuſe you have done more than all Men for 
Liberty and the Commonwealth: Tour 
reat Abilities, - your known Zeal, your 

mous Actions, with the united Call and 
Expectarion of all Men, are your Mo- 
tives in this great Affair; would you have 
greater? | 5 5 
* You are not therefore to fupplicate Oftavins 
for our Safety; do a braver Thing, owe it 
to your own Magnanimity. Rouze the 


Reman Genius within you; and conſider that 
this great and free City, which you more 


than once faved, will always be great and 


free, provided her People do not want 


vorthy Chiefs to reſiſt Uſurpation, and ex- 
terminate Traytors. ä | 


STIR, Y 


Have obſerved, in a former Letter, that the 
People, when they are not miſled or cor- 
pted, do generally make a ſound Judgment 
Things. They have natural Qualifications 
ual to their Superiors; and there is oftener 
nd a great Genius 1 a Pitch; Fork, 
in carrying a White- Staff. The poor Cook 
gerr'd by the Grand Seignior to be his firſt 

Vizier, 
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Vixier, in order to cure the publick Difor 
and Confuſion, occaſioned by the Lnormes 
Corruption and Neglect of the former Miniſtry 
made good effectually his own Promiſe, an 
did Credit to his Maſter's Choice: He remedi 
the publick Diſorders, and proved, fays Sir Pu 
Ricaut, an able and excellent Miniſter of State. 

; Beſides, there are not ſuch mighty Talent 
requiſite for Government, as ſome, who pretend 
to them without poſſeſſing them, would mak 
us-believe : Honeſt Atfections, and commot 
Qualifications, are fufficient ; and the Admini 
ſtration has been always beſt executed, and the 
publick Liberty beſt preſerved, near the Orig 
and Riſe of States, when plain Honeſty an 
common Senſe alone governed the publick A 
fairs, and Men's Morals were not corrupted 
with Riches and Luxury, nor their Underſtand 
ings perverted by Subtleties and DiſtinCtions 
Great Abilities have, for the moſt part, if nat 
always, been employ'd to miſlead the honel 
but unwary Multitude, and to draw theme 
of the open and plain Paths of publick Vir 
and.publick Gd. — 

The People have no Biaſs to be Knaves; th 
Security ot their Perſons and Property is thei 
higheſt Aim. No Ambition prompts them 
they cannot come to be great Lords, and tt 
poſſeſs great Titles, and therefore deſire non 
No afpiring or unſociable Paſſions incite then 
they have no Rivals for Place, no Competits 
to pull down; they have no darling Child 
Pimp, or Relation to raiſe : They have no O- 
caſion for Diilimulation or Intrigue ; they 

po 


AS ow q ” * ru _ = ' 
5 —_— a, . . 
% 


cC4TOs EET TERS 183 
ve no End by Faction; they have no Iatereſt 
t the eneral Intereſt . A 137 1 
The ſame can rarely be faid of Great Men, 
ho, to gratify private Paſſion,” often bring 
own publick Ruin; who, to fill their private 
urſes with many Thouſands, frequently load 
e People with many Millions ; who oppreſs 
xr a Miſtreſs, and to n 
Nation; who too often make the Publick fink 
nd give way to their private Fortune; and for 
private Pleafure, create a general Calamity. 
Llides, being educated in Debauchery, and 
umper'd in Riot and Luxury, they have ne 
nſe of other Mens Misfortunes, nor Tender- 
for thoſe that ſuffer them: They have no 
lotion of Miſeries which they do not feel. 
ere is a Nation in Europe, Which, within the 
pace of an Hundred Years laſt paſt, has been 
eſſed with Patriots, who, void of every Talent 
nd Inclination to do good, and even ſtinted in 
eir Ability for Roguery, were forced to be 
holden, for moſt of the Miſchief they did, to 
eſuperior Arts and Abilities of humble Rogues 
d Brokers. 1 
The firſt Principles of Power are in the Peo- 
le; and all the Projects of Men in Power 
ught to refer to the People, and aim folely at 
eir Good, and end in it: And whoever will 
retend to govern them without regardin 
em, will toon repent it. Such Feats o 
night. Errantry may do perhaps in Aſia; but 
Countries where. the People are free, it is 
ladneſs to hope to rule them againſt their 
Fils. They will know, that Government is 
ppointed for their Sakes, and will be ſaucy 
enough 
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.nions, their Intereſt,” and their Underſtanding 


Dominion, that is not maintained by d 


of All, and with the Confent of All, is Liberty 


They have their five Senſes in as great be 
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from their own Delegates. Thoſe Narig 
who are govern'd in fpight of themſelves, an 
in a Manner that bids Defiance to their Oy 


are either Slaves, or will ſoon ceafe to 


Sword, muſt be maintained by Conſent; 
in this latter Cafe; what Security can any Me 
at the Head of Affairs expect, but from pu 
ſuing the People's Welfare,' and ſeeking thei 

od Will? The Government of One for th 
Sake of One, is Tyranny ; and fo is the G 
vernment of a Few for the Sake of Then 
felves: But Government executed for the Goc 


and the Word Government is profaned, and i 
—_— abus d, when it fignifies any Thin 
e. 
In free Countries, the People know all thi 


fection, as have thoſe who wou'd treat them 
if they had none. They never hate their G 
vernors, till their Governors deferve to be hated 
and when this happens to be the Caſe, nc 
abſolute Power itſelf, nor the Affections of 
Prince inveſted with it, can protect or emplo 
Miniſters deteſted by the People. Even ti 
Grand Scignior, with all his boundleſs Auth 
rity, is frequently forced to give up hish 
Miniſter (who is ſometimes his Son- in Law,. 
Brother. in- Law). a Sacrifice to appeaſe Ul 
People's Rage. 
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The People, rightly managed, are the beſt 
riends 0 Pie „and, when injured ant 
preſſed, they are the moſt formidable Ene- "2 
les. Princes, ho have truſteꝗ to their Armies f 
their Nobility, have been often deceived and 4 
ned; but Princes, who have truſted whollx 
>the People, have ſeldom been deceived or * 
ferted : The Reaſon is, that in all Govern- 4 
ents, which are not Violent and Military, 
e People have more Power than either the 
randees or the Soldiery; and their Friendſhip 
more ſincere, as having nothing to deſire but 
redom from Oppreſſion. And whilſt a Prince 
thus beloved by his People, it will rarely 
pppen that any can be ſo raſh and precipitate 
to conſpire againſt him, and ſuch Conſpira. =p. 
s have never the intended. Succeſs ; but, as 1 
hiavel well obſerves, When the People are bh. 
ſatisfied, and \bave taken a Prejudice againſt 
ir Governors, there is no Thing nor Perſon they 
phe not to fear. ST | * 
[tis therefore of vaſt Importance to preſerve: 
Affections of the People, even in thoſe Go- 9 39 
ments where they have no Share in the A 
iminiſtration. The wiſe States of Holland =_ 
lo apprized- of the Truth of this Maxim, 2 
t they have preſerved themſelves and their — 4 


ute by religiouſly — it, Their Go- 3 >. 
tnrnment conſiſts of many little Ariſtocracies, 


here the Magiſtrates chuſe each other, and the 
- ple have nothing to do; but in Spirit and 
„ea it is Irre and the Diſpoſitions 
e [nclinations of the People have above all 


5 the greateſt Weight in their Counſels. 
e Jealouſy of the People makes a vigilant 
| Magiſtra- 
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| Magiſtracy, who are honeſ out of Fer 
;provoking them; and, by never doing it, 
ee e e l on, 
Anceſtors, our Liberties are better ſecured. 
have a Conſtitution, in which the People by 
a large Share: They are one Part of tho 
ſlature, and have the ſole Power of givi 
Money; which includes in it every Thingt| 
can ask for the publick Good; and the Rey 
toons being neither aw'd nor bribed, y 
always act for their Country's Intereſt ; th 
oon being ſo interwoven with the Peog 
Happineſs, that they muſt ſtand and fallt 
gether. 

But what if our Delegates ſhould nct 
ſuffered to meet; or, when met, ſhould be 
awed by Force, (as formerly in Denmark, or 
corrupted by Places and Penſions, (as in t 
Reign of Charles the Seconil) as to be ready te 
give up the publick Liberty, and betray i. 
Intereſt of cheir Principals to ſecure their o 
This we may be ſure can never happen und 
his Majeſty's moſt juſt and gentle Reign: He lan 
ever, it has -happen'd formerly; and what 
been, may be again in future Reigns. 
What, in ſuch a Caſe, is to be done? Wi 
Remedies have our Laws provided againſt 
fatal a Miſchief ? Muſt the People patien dit 
crouch under the heavieſt of all Evils ? Or Wy: 
our Conſtitution pointed out the Means re 
Redreſs ? It would be abſurd to; ſuppoſe Wh | 
it has not; and, in effect, the People have 
legal Remedy at Hand : It is their undoubt 
Right, and acknowledged to be fo in the! 
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ar 
„e Firſt ; and ſince, by the Act of the Sertle- 
est of the Crown at rhe Revelation ; hum- 
to repreſent their public Grievances, and 
petition for Redreſ to thoſe v hoſe Duty it is 
tight them, or to ſee them righted: And it 
certain, that in all Countries, the People's 
fortunes are greater or lefs, in Proportion 
this Right is encouraged or checked. © 
lt is indeed the beſt, and the only juſt, Way 

ey can take to breathe their Grievances; and 

henever this Way has been taken, eſpecially 

ben it has been univerſally taken, our Kings i 
we always accepted ſo powerful an Applica- 

on, Our Parliaments too, who are the Keep- 

ps and Barriers of our Liberty, have ſhewn 
zemſelves ready and willing to receive the 

deft Complaints and Repreſentations of their 
incipals, and to apply quick Remedies to the 
rievances contained in them. It has, indeed, 

n always thought highly imprudent, not to 
dangerous, to reſiſt the general Groans 

| Entreaties of the People, uttered in this 
ner. $155 hag neu; 

This has been a Method, which has always 

ud great Weight with good Men, and has been 

mays a great Terror to. bad. It has therefore 

ways been encouraged and diſcouraged, ad- 

ding to the Innocence or Guilt of Men in 

wer. A Prince who minds the Welfare, and 


arty 


tres the Aﬀections of his Subjects, cannot 
in for a better Expedient to know how his Ser- 5 
Meets are approved, and how his Government is : 


ub ed. than by this Way of countenancing his 
e ple in laying their Hearts, enn 
a „ 
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and their Requeſts before him; and Minili 
never can be averſe to ſuch Nepreſentatiom 
the Complaints of the People, unleſs they b 


| tperk, they would not take Leave to act; 1 
that, whilſt they could have Redreſs, tht 


5 — „„ — —— - 
* > — — > _ 
U 2 ** * : : - * 2 hy - a 
7 a 0 


their — great and happy; and they d 
0 


vernours. 8 | 
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given the People Occafjon' to complain. 
ien and Trajan, conſcious of their own 
tuous Adminiſtration, and worthy Fung 
courted Addreſſes and Informations © 
kind from their 1 They wiſely kr 
that if the Noman People had free Leave 


would not ſeek Revenge. 
None but deſperate Parricides will make d 

People deſperate, * 

| I am, &c. 


STR; 
4 HE Good of the Governed being ti 


ſole End of Government, they mult | 
the greateſt and beſt Governours, who mal 


worſt, who make their People little, wicks 
and - miſerable. Power in a free State, is 
Truſt committed by All ro One or a Few, 
watch for the Security, and purſue the Inte 
of All: And, when that Security is not ſougb 
nor that Intereſt obtained, we know wit 
Opinion the People will have of their G 


Iris the hard Fate of the World, that the 
ſhould be any Difference in the Views ' 
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dels of the; Governgars and Gaverned ;: 
it is ſo. in moſt Countries. Mien e 
a Truſt frankly — opon them 
people, do too 1 ihat L 
come Conſpirators nk 
Turn the Sword upon tl Wa 2 gave it; 
bmuch that in the greateſt Part of the Earth, 
vple are happy if they can defend themſelves 
unſt their De —— | 
tus look round this Stent World, and 
bold what an immenſe Majority of the whole 
e of Men crouch under the Yake of a few: 
rrants, naturally as low as the meaneſt af 
ſelves, and, by being Tyrants, worſe than 
worlt ; who, as Mr. Sydney ' obſerves, uſe 
ir SubjeAts like Aſſes and Maſtiff Dogs, to work. 
| to fight, to be op epprefſed and killed for them. 
the good Qualities and Courage of ſuch / 
dects are their Misfortune, by ſtrengthning : 
vicked Hangs of their brutal Maſters, a 
iphtning their own Chains. Tyrants con- 
their People as their Cattle, and uſe them 
je, as they fear them more. Thus the moſt 
Mankind are become the wretched Slaves 
thoſe, who are or ſhould be their own Crea- 
they maintain their haughty Maſters like 
ts, and their haughty Maſters often uſe 
au Dogs: A fine e of Gratitude 
ty! ! » 
nd yet this cruel Spirit in Tyrants is not 
ys owing naturally to the Men, ſince they ' 
naturally like other Men; but it 7 Le 1 
be Nature of the Dominion the e. 
d Laws make a good Prince, 1 by bee 8 
X Underſtanding ; but the beſt Men pu 
miſc e- 


7 
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wiſchievous when they ate ſet above L. 


above it. 
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Claudius was a very harmleſs Man, while } 
was a pwivute Man; but when he chme to] 
e almoſt 
bl as his Nephew and Predeceſſor Calirit 
who alſo been 4 very good * ＋ x 
as ſoon as he came to be the Reman Empery 
grew at the ſame Time the profeſſed Exec 
tioner of Mankind. 
There is ſomething ſo wanton and monſtry 
in lawleſs Power; that there ſcarce evet wa 
humane Spirit that could bear it; and d 
Mind of Man, which is weak: and limi 
ought never to be truſted with a Power ib 
is boundleſs. The State of Tyranny is a Sta 
of War; and where it prevails, inſtead of 
Intercourſe of Confidence and Affection, 
between a lawful Prince and his Subjects, Mich 
thing is to be ſeen but Jealouſy, Miſtruſt, F 
and Hatred: An Arbitrary Prince and h 
Slaves often deſtroy one another to be ſafe 
They are continually plotting againſt his Lik 
and He is continually ſhedding their Bloc 
and plundering them of their Property, 


Cundta ferit, dum cuna timet. 


I think it was Fuſtinian, the Emperor, vl 
ſaid, Though we are above the Law, yet we |i 
according to the Law : But by his Majeſty's F 
vour, there was more Turn than Truth int 
Saying; for Princes that think themſelves abo 
Law, act almoſt conſtantly againſt all LawWhous 
of which Truſt Fuſtinian himſelf is a kno 
Inſtance. Good Princes never think themſeh 
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It is an Ye Obſervation, char the p. 
en for the Protection of the World ſhould, 
6 many Places, be turned to the DeſttuBion! 
it, © As if the Law was in Fofce for their 
DeſtruGtion, and not for their Preſervation; 
that it ſhould' have Power to kill, but not 
to protect them: A Thing no ſeß horrid, 
than if the Sun ſhould burn us without 
lighting us, or the Earth ſerve only to bury,” 
ind not feed and nouriſh us, ſays Mr. al ] 
in a Speech of his in Parliament. 53 
Deſpotick Power has defaced the Creatibng 
{lad the World waſte. In the * Count" 
s in Aſia, formerly full of Peop 1 How are 
forced to travel by the Campab : T 
no Roads, Houſes, nor Inhabitants. 5 
n is left to ſcorch up the Graſs and Fruits 
ich it had raiſed; or the Rain to rot them: 
be Gifts of God are left to periſh ; there be- 
none of his Creatures, neither Man nor 
left to uſe and confume them. The 
and Seignior, who (if we may believe ſome 
Ktifked Mouths, not addicted to Lying,) is 
Vicegerent of Heaven, fruſtrates the Boun- 
of Heaven; and being the Father of his 
ople, has almoſt butcher'd them all. Thoſe 
x (comparatively, very few) who have yet 
ved the miſerable Fate of their Brethren, . 
are reſerved for Sacrifices to his Cruelty, 
Occaſion offers, and his Luſt prompts him, 
e the ſtarving and wretched Property of ra- 
hous and bloody Baſhaws ; whoſe Duty to 
Maſter, as well as their own Avarice, 
ges them to keep the People, over whom 
prelide, poor and miſerable, x 
But 
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ene in ſuch abject dlavery, if the 
deſts and Doctors had not made Paſſive 
bedjence! 5 of their Religion. Ty 
holy Name of; God is prophaned, and his & 
thority belied, to bind down Wretchedne 
upon his Creatures, and to ſecure the Tyr, 
* does it. The moſt conſummate of g 
kedneſs, and the higheſt of all Evils, | 
ſanctifed by the Teachers of Religion, x 
made by them à Part of it. Yes,]-Turkiſh 
very: is confirmed, and Turkiſh Tyranny d 
fended by Religion ! 1 
Sir Paul Ricaut tells us, that the Turks mii 
tain, That the Grand Seignior can never be depuſed 
or made accountable for his Crimes, whilſt be & 
ſtrays careleſly of his Subjects under a, Hundred 
Day; and 'tis made Martyrdom to die ſubmi 
ſively by the Hand of the Tyrant; and fon 
of his higheſt Slaves have declared, that the 
wanted only .that Honour to compleat tha 
Felicity. They hold, that it is their Duty i 
ſubmit, tho* their Tyrant commands a whole 4 
my of them to precipitate themſelves from a Rock 
or to build a Bridge with Piles of their Bodies f 
him to paſs a River, or to kill one another to aff 
him Paſtime and Pleaſure. . — 
Merciful God! Is this Government? 
do ſuch Governours govern by Authority fro 
Thee? | | 
It is ſcarce credible what Monſieur de L 
ſtoille tells us; He ſays, he travelled in ti 
Indies = above twenty Days together, througl 
| Lanes of .Pegple hang d upon Trees, by Con 
=. mand of the King; who had ordered . 
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CAFO's LETTERS) ngg: 
bdred Thouſand: of nem: to ber ur- 
wed and gibbeted, only 'becauſenwoyorthreb! 
bberies had bern committed among} erm. 
je, Reponſe! 6 | Queſt dium Prov „ West. 

; Joo ug 8h rf 40 dne e 
K e ef ther great! Ei, e ende 
let the Tytranny be ever ſo ſevere, tis 
ys flattered ; and the more ſevere tis, the 
* tis flattered. The Oppreſſors of Man- 
| are flattered beyand all others; becauſe 
xr and Sertitude naturally produce, as well 
have recourſe to Flattery, as the beſt Means 
fell-Preſervation ; whereas Liberty, having 
Occaſion for it, ſcorns it. Sir Paul Ricaut 
da. e Mr, col. calls the mwigh) 

orce , $ me | 
it, a Priſon and 'Banniard of Slaves. 
did Mah, the Lord's Anointed of Morocco, 
dit ſeems is ſtill alive, is rhought to have 
er d Forty Thouſand of his Subjects with 
own Hands Such a Father is he of 
People ! And yet his Right to ſhed hu- 
e Blood being a genuine Characteriſtick of 
Church of Morocco, as by Law eſtabliſned, 
le are greedy to die by his Hand; which, 
ne taught to imagine, diſpatches them 
with to Paradiſe : Inſomuch, that tho, A8 
1 told, every Time he mount His Horſe, 
lices off the: Head of the Slave that holds 
firrup, to ſnew that he is as good an Exe 
ner as he is a Honſeman, yet there) is a+ 
tant Contention among his Slaves, who 
os bc the happy Martyr on that Occaſion; 
at ſeveral of them crowding to his Stirrup 
ce, for the gracious Favour, his Majeſty 
OL, I, K has 
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has ſomerimes the Hondurt to cut off 
Heads, and make Two Saints with due Blow 
The Excrciſe 6b defpotick PM.ẽ᷑n is the 
relenti ar bf an armed Tyrant apo 
unarmed Subjects; it is a War of one Sides 
in it there is neither Peace nor Fruce. Tac 
deſcribes it — Seba Jula, continuns acl 
tiones, fallaces amicitins, perniciem dumuntiun 
Quel and bloody Orders, continual 'Nccal 
* tions, faithleſs Friendſhips, anch the Deſt 
tion of Innocents.” In another Place be fi 
That Ita was one continual Shambiea, 
*© moſt of its fair Cities were defaced or on 
« thrown; Rome it ſelf was in many Plac 
—— —— the greateſt — 
„ magnincent Buiſdmgs: Virtue was 8 
re E bare · fac d Debauchery prevailed 
* ſolitary Iſlands were filled with | illuſti 
< Exiles, and the very Rocks were ftained\ 
* Slaughters: But, in the City it ſelf, Crue 
* raged ſtill more; it Was us to 
„Noble, it was à Crime to be Rich, it 
* capitab to have born Honours, and Hy 
AFT reaſon io have refuſed them; and for 
te tue and Merit, they brought ſure and ſul 
* Deſtrction. Theſe were ſome: of thel 
vages of Abſolute Dominion! And as to 
common People, the ſame Author ſays, I 
were debauched and diſpirited, and g 
«* up; to Idleneſi and ſeeing Shews” Plebr 
didai Cine &. Fbegonts: ſurta. Of 41 
Oh : _ we 9 tamely groan 
Under a blind on One! 
. L.ate Duke of L 8 
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Governmetit, which is too 
te for any one to Will 
are enough, or 
dee 0 do contend fer its LAwfulneſs; ; 
, #hich-is the ſame Thing: for Submiſſion 
: But ſarely, if ever any Man deſerved to 
l the mercileſs Gripes of Tyranny, I it id he 
bo is an Advocate for it. Phala#ss adde 
10 when he hanſel d hs Brazen, Bull with 
retch who invented it. 
As Arbitrary Power in a Gogle Peifon. hai 
de greater Hayock in humane Nature. W 
ind Mankind more than all the Beaſts 
ey, and all. the Plagues and Larthquaked 
ut ever were; let thoſe Men conſider what 
ky have to anſwer for, who would - 
ce ſuch a monſtrous Evil in the | 
would oppoſe thoſe that would. oppoſe 
Bear, a Lyon, or a Fyger, may now and 
en pick uß ſingle Men in a Wood. or a De- 
; and an Earthquake ſometimes may bury 
ouſand or two Inhabitants in the Ruins 
Town z, and the Peſtilence may once, in 
ay Yeary carry off a much greater Number: 
t Tyrant hall, out of a wanton per hol 
lon, carry Fire and Sword.” thro 
ole Continent, and delivi Up. a. adtel 
louſand of his Fellow. reatures 05 t 
ughter in one Days with 1 an Dang 
further Notice, th a ak hep a bi 
ory, I fa nothing, of 
Tony, though .* *3 certain that 1 | 
05 Poverty, and V Vilene 70G l ar 
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Power is like Fire 1 it warms, ſcorches, or 
troys, according as it is watched, provoked, | 
rincreas'd. Tt is as dangerous as uſeful, Its 
ily Rule is the Good of the People; but be- 
ſe it is apt to break its Bounds, in all good 
wernments nothing, or as little as may be 
oht to be left to Chance, or the Humours of 
in Authority: All ſhould proceed by fixt 

d ſtated Rules; and upon any Emergency, 
7 Rules ſhould be made. And this is the 
mititution, and this the Happinefs of Eng- 
bmen, as has been formerly ſhe wn at large in 
eſe Letters. a 0 

We have a Conſtitution that abhors Abſo- 
te Power; we have a King that does not de- 
e it; and we are a People that will never 
fer it: No free People will ever ſubmit to 
; unleſs it ſteals upon them by Treachery, 
try are dien into ir by Violence. But's 
ate can never be tod fecure againſt this ter- 
de, * 177 all —_ val a 
ay ought upon them by many Caules, 
en by ſome that at firſt Sight do not feem to 
aten any ſuch Thing: And of all thoſe 
wſes, none ſeems more boding than à gene- 
Diſtreſs, which certainly produces, genera 
content, the Parent gf Revolutions; ancł 
what ſach 4 Ci ance. of, Affairs may 
, no Man can ever foreſee : Few are brought 
out without Armies, a Remedy almoſt al- 
9s worſe than the Difeafe, What is got by 
Idiers, muſt be maintained by Soldiers; and 
have, in this Paper, already ſeen the fright- 
| Image of a Military Government; a Go< 
ment, which, at beſt, is violent and bloody, 
4 K 2 and 
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| _ . inconſiſtent with Law and br 
gf is therefore. 2 dreadful Wickedne to har; 


any Share in giving Orc aſion for thoſe Dicm cn 
. which are ſo *. ng Fo Pen 
onfuſ ſion. A State Fol benen — ce 


— of a Convulſi on, and gain new Vigour M 
it; but it much oftner expires in it. Hew 
preſerve me from ever beholdin contendi ant 
Armies in England! They are different Thing” 
from what they once were, Our Armies f 
merly were only a Number of the Peop 
arm d occaſionally ; and Armies of the Peqi * 
are the only Armies which are not formidib 
to the People, Hence it is, that in the man 
Revolutions occaſioned by the Strife betwee 
the Two Royal Houſes of York; and Lan 
there was never any Danger. of Slavery 
an armed Force: A ſingle Battle deci urn 
Contention, and next Day theſe popular dn 
diers Went Home, and re lu umed their ordin 
Arms, the Tools of Husbandry. But find 
that W Armies, have not been ſo eal 
Bre with ; but after the Danger Was 0 
* they were raiſed, they have E t 
been vl Buren ky fps and; that Bi ſe | 
een ar Dangers ſt as great. geln 
Quacks in i Pelidcle way haps 3 
ture publick Diſturbances, out of an Opn 
that - ſhall be able to prevent them 
927 or 1 them by Force. But ti 
ws their Capacity as well, as their Wicke 
For not to mention the Maliguity 
their Hearts in riſquing Publick Ruin, to f 
tity. a. private Appetite; how can any Eve 


* , _—_ * : 
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be certainly foreſeen, when the Meaſure of the 
Cauſe cannot be certainly .known ? They. can 
never aſcertain the Degree of Oppoſitĩion; they 
annot foreknow what Circumſtances may lap” 
ren, nor into Whoſe Hands Things may fall. 
dero did not dream, when he employ'd Otta- 
n for the Commonwealth, that his young 
hampion for Liberty would ever be the Ty- 
ant of his Country. Who could foreſee that 
ume ! would-enflave thoſe whom he was em- 
oped to defend? But there is no truſting of 
Liberty. in the Hands of Men, who are obey'd 
gest A mie „ in ze hl 
From hence may be ſeen what a fatal and 
ring Crime it would be, in any free Country, 
o break the Confidence between the Prince 
d his People. When Loyalty is once turned 
o Indifference, Indifference will ſoon be 
urned into Hatred ; and Hatred wilb be re- 
urned: with Hatred; Reſentment may produce 
yranny, and Rage may produce Rebellion. 
There is no Miſchief, which this mutual Miſ- 
uſt and Averſion may not bring forth. They 
nuſt therefore be the blackeſt Traytors, who 
e the firſt Authors ot fo terrible an Evil, 28 
re they Who would endeavour to protect 
KR. ; vac wn dove ei, Boll. e e 
Henry the II Id. of Caſtile ſaid, That he Frared 
be Curſe of bis People more than he did the Arms 
bis Enemies ; In which Saying he ſhewed as 
nuch Wiſdom as Humanity; ſince, while: he 
2s beloved at Home, he had nothing to fear 
im Abroad, and the Curſes of hit Subjects 
re the likel ieſt Means to bring upon him the 
ö ns of his Enemies. 5 K Þ 0 1 am, &. 
} + 
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Din. | 
42 you, for the Entertainment of yox 
Readers this Week, two or three Paſta 
out of the great Algernon Sydney: An Autho 
which can never be too much valued or read 
an Author, that does Honour to the Engii 
iNobility, and to the Engiiſþ Name; an A 
thor, who has writ better upon Governmet 
than any 1 and as well as any Fc 
. Teigner-; and an Author, who was a Mart 
for that Liberty, which he has fo amiably di 
:fcribed, and ſo nobly defended. He fell a $ 
crifice to the vile and corrupt Court of 0 
pious Charles the Second. He had-afferted t 
»Riphrs of Mankind, and fhewed the Odio 
neſs of Tyranny ; he had a——__ the Abſu 
dity and Vileneſs of the ſacred and faſhionabl 
Doctrines of thoſe Days, Paſſive Obedience a 
Hereditary. Right; Doctrines, which give th 
Lie to common Senſe, and which would deſtr 
"all common Happineſs and Security among 
Men! Doctrines, which were never practi 
by thoſe that -preached them: and Doctrin 
Which are big with Nonſenſe, Contradictio 
Impoſſibility, Miſery, Wickedneſs, and Del 
— Theſe were his Crimes, and theſe! 
(CptoOfy. | 3 : $f 
be Book is every Way excellent; heh 
read and digeſted all Hiſtory ; and this ! 
formance of his takes in the Whole Buſineſs: 


Covert 
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Gorernment: It makes us ſome amends fo ide 
Loſs of Ciceros Books de Republica. Col Sydney 
hid all the clear and comprehenſive Know- 
edge, and all the Dignity of Expreſſion: of that 
great Maſter of Eloquence and Politicks; his 
Love of Liberty was as warm, dis Honeſty as. 
eat, and his Courage greater: 


Liberty cannot be preſerved; if the Mar- 
8 ners of the People are corrupted, nor: abſolute 
Monarchy introduced, where they are ſiti- 
cere; which is ſufficient to ſhew, that thoſe 
vho manage free Governments, ought al- 
# ways; to the utmoſt of their Power, to op- 
poſe Corruption, becauſe other wiſe both 
they and then Government muſt: inevitably: 
periſh.; and that, on the other Hand, the- 
abſolute Monarch muſt endeavour to intro 
duce it, becauſe he cannot ſubſiſt without it. 
is alſo fo natural for all ſuch Monarchs to- 
place Men in Power, who pretend to love 
their Perſons, and will depend upon their: 
Pleafure, that bly twould Be hard to 
find one in; the World who has not made it 
the Rule of his Government: And this is. 
not only the Way to Corruption, but the 
molt dangerous of all. For tho” a good Mart: 
may. love a good Monarch, he will-obey him 
only when he commands that which is juſt ; 
and no one can engage himfelf' blindiy to do- 
vhatever he is commanded, without renoun- 
ang all Virtue and Religion? becaufe he 
knows not whether that which ſhall be com- 
manded is conſiſtent with each, or directly 
Contrary to the Laws God and Man. = 
5 ns 


* 
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& if ſuch a Monarch be evil, and his Adio 
** ſuch as they are tao often found to be; whi 
4 anne os an — _ was are A Mc 
© his ns; | declares himſelf an 
«all that is good; and the — 
fſuch Men to Power, does not only introducy 
foment, and increaſe Corruption, but fort 
fies it in ſuch a Manner, that without 2 
entire Renovation of that State, it Gann 
be remov d. Ill Men may c 
into any Government; but when the wo 
are placed neareſt to the Throne, and rais 
to Honours for being fo, they will wich th 
Force endeavour to draw all Men to a Cot 
“ formity of Spirit with themſelves, that it ci 
< no otherwiſe be entad than by. deftro 
ing. them, and the Principle in which th 
© ive: | rage bt” Ion 
Man naturally follows that which is g00 
or ſeems to him to be ſo. Hence it is, th 
* in well- governed States, where, a Value 
put. upon Virtue, and no one honoured u 
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leis for ſuch Qualities as gre beneficial toi Cl 
£* Publick ; Men are frem the tendereſt Ie px 
* brought up in a Belief, that nothing in t lef 
„World deſerves to be ſought after, but fu w 
* Honours as are acquired by virtuous Actio mi 
* By this Means, Virtue itſelf becomes popula of 
das in Sparta, Rome, and other Places wh an 
* Riches (which with the Vanity that follo wa 
them, and the Honours Men give ro the to: 
„are the Root of all Evil) were either tot the 
* banifhed,' or little regarded. When no o ftir 
„ Advantage attended the greateſt Riches, H mo 


** the Opportunity of living more ſumptvoVIl the 


on 
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# or delicioufly, Men of great Spirits {lighted 
„them. When  AriRiippns told Cleanthes, that 
6 if he would go to Court ànd flatter the T'y- 
tant, he need not ſeek his Supper under a 
Hedge; the Philoſopher anſwered, That he 
* #ho could content himſelf with -ſ>ch a Sup- 
r need not go — — 1 the 
* Tyrant. Epaminondas, Ariſtides, Phocion, 
2 — even the Lacedemonian Kings, und no 
Inconvenience in Poverty, whilſt their Vir- 
tue was honoured, and the richeſt Princes in 
the World fear'd their Valour and Power. Ir 
was not difficult for Curius, Fabricius, Cincin- 
 natus, or Emilius Paulus, to content them- 
ſelves with the narroweſt Fortune, when it 
was no Obſtacle to them in the Purſuit of 
thoſe Honours which their Virtues deferved. 
'Twas in vain to think of bribing a Man, 
who ſupped upon the Coleworts of his own 
Garden. He could not be gained by Gold, 
who did not think it neceſſary. He that 
could riſe: from the Plough to the Triumphal 
Chariot, and contentedly return thither a- 
gain, could not be corrupted ;- and he that 
left the Senſe of his Poverty to his Executors, 
who found not wherewith to bury him, 
might leave Macedon and Greece to the Pillage 
of his Soldiers, without taking to himſelf 
any Part of the Booty. But when Luxury 
was brought into Faſhion, and they came 
to be honoured who lived magnificently, tho” 
they had in themſelves no Qualities to di- 
2. them from the baſeſt of Slaves, the 
moſt virtuous Men were expoſed to ſcorn if 
they were poor ; and that Poverty, _ 


[| 
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i intra che. Mother and. Nurſe of thei 
TRE grew inſupportable: The Poet we 


And 6 what E rect this Change had Dor '' 
E the World, who ſaid. Wc 
fot Andi jo... t 
Nullum crimen abeſt facinuſque libidinis, ex ui 
Paupertas Romana peri, jſuven. 4: 
„When Riches grew to be neceflary, the D | 
fire of them, which is the Spring of all Mif C 
chief, follow'd; | They who. could not c b 
tain Honours. by the nobleſt Actions, wer f 
*. obliged to ger Wealth, or purchaſe them from ot 
* Whores or Villains, who expoſed them n. 
Sale: And when they were once entered ini V 
this Track, they ſoon, learned the Vices oF ot 
© thoſe, from whom they | had; received thei U 
* Preferment, and to-delight;in the Ways thi vi 
“ had brought to it. When they were come MF {+ 
* this, nothing could ſtop them: All Though V 
and Remembrance of Good was extinguiſi in 
* ed. Fhey who had bought the Comma D 
* of Armies or Provinces from Lesens or Nd lot 
* eiſſus, ſought only hew to draw. Money fte hi: 
„them, to enable them ts parchaſe high M 


Dignities, or gain a more aſſured Protectiq no 
from thoſe Patrons. This brought the , Se 
„ vernment of the World under a moſt if 
* fanwys Trafiick ; and the Treaſures ati on 
* from were, for the moſt part, diflipa MF the 
% by worſe Vices, than the Rapine, Violen, the 
* and Fraud with which they had been gott ob 
„Ihe Authors of thoſe Crimes had notbi is: 
left: but their Crimes; and the Necellity w 
cammitting more, through the Indigence i Re 
; bb wid 
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% which they were plung'd by Extravagance of 
* their Expences. Tbeſe Things are inſepa- 
table from the Life of a'Courtier;; for as 
% ſervile Natures are guided rather by Senſe 
u than Reaſon, ſuch as addict themſelves to 
* the Service of Courts, find no other Conſo- 
tion in their Miſery, than what they receive 
from fenſual Pleafures, or ſuch Vanities as 
they put a Value upon; and have no other 
Care than to get Money for their Supply, 
by begging, ſtealing, bribing, and other in- 
famous Practices. Their Offices are more 
or leſs efteem'd, according to the Opportu- 
nities they afford for the Exerciſe of theſe 
Virtues; and no Man feeks them for an 
other End than for Gain, nor takes any other 
Way than that which conduces to it. The 
uſual Means of attaining them are, by ob- 
ſerving the Prince's Humour, flattering 'his 
Vices, ſerving him in his Pleaſures, foment- 
ing his Paſſions, and by advancing his worſt 
Defgns, to create an Opinion in him that they 
love his Perſon, and are entirely addicted to 
his Will. When Valour, Induſtry, and 
Wiſdom, advanc'd Men to Offices; it was 
no eafy Matter fur a Man to perſwade th 
Senate he had ſuch Qualities as were require 
if he had them not: But when Princes ſee 
only ſuch as love them, and will do what 
they command, tis eafy to impofe upon 
tbem; and becauſe none that are good will 
obey them when they command that which 
is uot ſo, they are always encompaſs d by tHe: 
worſt, Thoſe who follow them only for 
' Reward, are moſt liberal in. — AF. 
* xcction 
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fection to them, and by that Means tile t 
Places of Authority and Power. The Foy 
F rain being thus corrupted, nothing that | 
pure can come from it. Theſe mercenan 
„ Wretches having the Management of Afain 
& Juſtice and Honour are ſet at a Price, an 
& the moſt lucrative Trafhck' in che World | 
thereby eſtabliſhed, - Eutropius, when be wi 
% Slave uſed to pic Peciets and Loch; bi 
& being made 4 Miniſter, he ſold Cities, Amit 
& and Provinces ; and ſome have undertake 


en 
4 


* 
* 


& give probable Reaſons to believe, that Pal 
one of  Claudius's manumis'd Slaves, iy the 
„% Means brought together more Wealth in $i 
% Tears, than all the Roman DiBators and Conſi 
% had done, from the Expulſion of the Kings, 


* their Paſſage: into Aſia. The : reſt walk d oi 
© the ſame Way, and the ſame Arts, and mai tc 
© of them'- ſucceeded: in the ſame Manne be 
«© Their Riches conſiſted not of Spoils tak tu 
© from Enemies, but were the baſe Produt WM m 
„ their: own/Corruption. : They valued nothiſ¶ to 
but Money, and thoſe who could bribe the on 
« were ſure to be advanc'd ta the highelt O mc 
& ces; and Whatever they did, ſear d nd:Punil br 
ment. Like Effects will ever proceed: f v 
& the like Cauſes, When Vanity, Luruſ for 


and Prodigality are in Faſhion, the Deſire 
& Riches muſt neceſſarily increaſe in Proport 
„ to them: And when the Power is int 
Hands of baſe mercenary Perſons, they v 
* always (to uſe the Courtiers Phraſe) make 


o 
. 
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0 Nune uber iere rapi na 
Percat in ube manut. Claud. 
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much Profit of their Places as they can. 
Not only Matters of Fayour, but of Juſtice 
doo, will be expoſed to Sale; and no Way 
vill be open to Honours or Magiſtracies, but 
by paying — 14 them. He that gets an 
0 


ce by theſe Means, will not execute it 

gratis: He thinks he may fell what he has 

bought; and would not have enter'd by: cor- 

HA rupt Ways, if; he had not intended to deal 

nM" corruptly :. Nay. if a well-meaning: Man 

could ſuffer himſelf to be ſo far carry d away 

by the Stream of a prevailing Cuſtom, as to 

purchaſe Honours of ſuch Villains, he would 

be obliged to continue in the ſame Courſe, 

that he might gain Riches to procure the 

Continuance of his Benefactors Protection, 

or to obtain the Favour of ſuch as happen 

to ſucceed them. And the Corruption thus 

1 in the Head, muſt neceſſarily dif- 

fule it felf into the Members of the Com- 

monwealth: Or, if any one (which is not 

to be expected) after having been guilty of 

one Villainy, ſhould reſolve to commit no 

more, it could have no other Effect, than to 

bring him to Ruin; and he being taken a- 

way, all Things; would return to their 
former Channel. | ben 


oni Ian, &c. 
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© 4.” | | | 
Alla, or whoever elſe was the Author oft 
two Difcourſes to Cæſar about ſettling t 
Commonwealth, obferves to that Emperd 
that thoſe Magiſtrates judge wildly, who wou 
derive their own my from the'Corruptic 
of the People; and therefore make them wicke 
Men, to make them good Subjects: Whereas, ſaj 
he, eis the Intereſt of a virtuous Prince to make 
People virtuous}, for, the Debauthed, having tin 
off all Reſtraint, are of all Men the moſt ui 
e der : 1990; 63 
Pliny tells Trajan, That all his Predeceſſo 
except Nerva and one or two more, ſtudi 
how to debauch their People, and how to bagil 
all Virtue, by introducing all Vices; firſt, | 
cauſe they were delighted to ſee others lik 
themſelves; and ſecondly; becaufe. the Min 
olf the Raman: being depraved by the Taſtes 
Vices of Slaves, they would bear with great 
*Fameneſs the Imperial Yoke cf Servitude. 
Thus did theſe Governours and Enemies 
Rome, deſtroy Virtue to ſet up Power. Ni 
was ſuch Policy at all new or ſtrange : It 
then, and always will be, the direct Road 
abſolute Monarchy, which is in its Nature 
everlaſting Enmity with all Goodneſs ard H 
neſty. The Roman Virtue and the Rman 


berty expired together; Tyranny and Com 
tion came upon them almoſt Hand in 1 Flac 
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This ſhews the Importance of an honeſt Ma- 
riſtracy ; nothing certainly is more threatning, 
more to be apprehended than a corrupt one. 
Knave in Power is as much to be dreaded 

* Fool with a Firebrand in a Magazine of 
Powder: You have ſcarce a bare Chance for nat 
xing blown up. - - 25 
From the wicked and worthleſs Men, who 
groſſed all the Places at Rome, in the latter 
Nays of the Commonwealth; and from the 
nonſtrous Prodigalities, infamous Briberies, and © 


e cleſs Corrupions promoted by theſe Men. the 
a eden Thraldom of that glorious City might 


ally have been foreſeen. It was ſcarce poſſible 
be honeſt and preferr'd. Atticus would never 
cept of any Employment, tho? he was-offered 
e higheſt, ** This Refuſal, /ays Monſieur Bayle, 
was doubtleſs owing to his Virtue : There 
was no riſmg to Offices then, but by Means 
ani that were infamous; nor was there __ ſuch 


Thing as executing theſe Offices acco 


to 
the Rules of juſtice and the publick Good, 


lin vithout being expoſed, for doing ſo, to the 
eu Reſentment and Violence of many and great 
real vicked Men. He therefore choſe to be ra- 
e. tber a virtuous private Man, than an exalted 


and publick Rogue. | \ 

* How charming is this Example, but how 
are! If all Men were like Atticus, there would 
de no danger of a State of Anarchy. But 
5 to that, we may be eaſy ; for there will 
te always more Rogues and Rooks at Hand 
to be devouring and monopolizing Places, by 
ore proper vile Means, than there will be 
Places to beſtow,” | 


Bayle 
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Bale goes on, and tells us of © a great Tr 
* veller,, who being ralljed upon, his ramblin 
Humour, anſwered, That he would cet 
44 travelling, as ſoon as ever he could find 
Country where Power and Credit were! 
the Hands of honeſt Men, and Prefermen 
5 went by Merit: Nay then, ſays one ut 
heard him, you will infallibly die travelling, 
Corruption, Bribery, and Treachery, we 
ſuch Ways to Power, as Atticus would n 
tread. Coll. Sidney ſays, that a noble Pe 
* ſon in his Time, who was a great Enemy 
* Bribery, was turned out from a conſiderat 
„ Poſt, as a Scandal to the Court; for, 
* the principal Miniſter, he will make no Prat 
is Place, and by that Means caſt a Scandal. 
& en thoſe that do And Alexander ab Alexa 
tells a Story of © a very honeſt Man, v 
* skilled in the Languages, who having lo 
* ſtruggled with Difticulties and Poverty, wh 
5 he truſted in vain to his Honeſty and Lea 
ing, bethought himſelf of a contrary Roz 
and therefore turning Pimp and Pathick, 
„ ſtantly he proſpered, and got great Rich 
Power, and Places. „ 


1 


Aude aliquid brevibus Gyars & Carcere dign 


Cicero, who lived to ſee diſmal Days of 
bition and Corruption at Reme, was fenl 
that he could do little or no good with al 
Abilities and his Honeſty. If | ſaw, fays 
in 3 Letter to Lentaluy ; If I ſaw the Of 
* mogwealth held and governed by corrupt 
L deſperate Men, as has ha in my l 
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and formerly, no Motive or Conſidemtion 
ſhould engage me in their Intereſts; neithe 

their Bribes could move me, nor — 
Dangers, which often ſway the boldeſt Men, 

xerrify me; nor could any. af their Civilities, 
or any of their Obligations, ſoften. me.” 
Talking, in another Place, of the Senate, 


„den aw'd by Power, or governed by Avarice, 
wei be ſays, Aut aſſentiendum eſt nulla cum gravitate 
paucis, aut fruſtra diſſentiendum: That 1 
r you muſt either baſely vote with Craſſus and 
c, and one or two Men more in Power, 
Ta 


or vote equal them to no Purpoſe.” Theſe 
reat Men did not ſeek Power, nor uſe it, to 
good to their Country, which is the End 
Power; but to themſelves, which is the 
buſe of Power. Where Government is dege- 
rated into Jobbing, it quickly runs into Ty- 
ny and Diſſolution : And he who in any 
untry poſſeſſes himſelf of a great . Poſt for 
e Sake of gainful Jobbs, as a certain great 

on once own'd he did, ought to finiſh his 
t Jobb under a Gallows. TE 
It is natural and neceſſary for thoſe that 
e corrupt Ends, to make uſe of Means that 
corrupt, and to hate all Men that are 
corrupt. | | [nomad] 
| would lay it down as a Rule for all Na- 
Ins to conſider and obſerve, that where Bri- 
y is practiſed, tis a thouſand to one but 
chief is intended; and the more Bribery, 
lays Wk more Miſchief, When therefore the Peo- 
wo their Truſtees, are brib'd, they would 
upto vell to conſider that it is not, it cannot be, 
1. their own Sakes. Honeſt and ogem Thug 

| A WAIC 


* 


f 
enl 
all 


A n 22 
oy 4 v 1 
»* 22 3 


212 CA470s LETTERS. 
which will bear Light and Examination, 4 
hurt arid diſcredited by baſe and dark Expedien 
to bring them about: But, if you would x 
ſwade a Man to be a Rogue, it is natural th 
Money ſhould be your firſt Argument; 
therefore whoever offers me a Bribe, do 
tacitly acknowledge that he. thinks me 
Knave. Jnr 
* Tacitus, taking Notice of the woeful Declj 
of Virtue and Liberty, towards the End of 
Republick, ſays, That the greateſt Villainies we 
committed with Impunity, and Ruin was t 
Price of Honeſty ; deterrima queque impune; 
multa honeſta exitio fuere. And indeed, wh 
Corruption and publick Crimes are not ca 
fully oppoſed, and ſeverely puniſhed, neith 
Liberty nor Security can poſſibly ſubſiſt. 
The immenſe Briberies practiſed by Jul 
Ceſar were ſure and terrible Prefages of Ce 
Tyranny. It is amazing what mighty Sums 
ave away: Caius Curio alone, one of the I 
nes, was bought into his Intereſt, at W'*" 
ſmaller a Price than half a Million of our 
ney. Other Magiſtrates too had their Sha 
and all were bribed who would be bribed. 1 
may eaſily conceive how he came by ſuf = 
Sums; he got them as wickedly as he gave th 
away. Nor can I call him generous in this! 
Liberality, fince he purchafed the Roman 
pire with its own Money, and gave away al 
td get the Whole. LY 
njuſt and unfrugal Ways of throwing ah" 
Money, make wicked and vialent Means 
ceſſary to get Money; and Rapine natun 
follows Prodigality. They that waſte 5 
ale s af 
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1 baniſh it fron mL Men ;, and when 


Nor would it have been any Advantage or 
xcurity to Rome, tho Ceſar and his Party had 
cen leſs able Men than in Truth they were: il 
ving debauched the People, he did more by 
rruption towards enflaving them, than he 
id by his Parts, as great as they were. It is 
mewhere obſerved, that to do good, requires 
me Parts and Pains ; but any Man may be a 
ue. The World, ſays the Proverb, little 
ws what ſilly Fellows govern it. And even the 
Ihculties of doing Good, proceed from the 
wity of ſome Mens-Nature, ever prone to 
Evil; and ſo ſtrong is that Pravity, that 
any Men do frequently {light great Tempta- 
ns to be honeſt, and embrace {light Temp» 
ons to be Knaves. ; 
It is an Obſervation, which. every 2 is 
pable of making, that a good Character loſt 
hardly, if ever recovered. Now the Rea- 
of this is not ſo much from the Malevo- 
ce of the World (often too ready to cas 
| [ FE lumniate) 


x troubled to find our Tyranny and 


id affected with the mournful Actount Sallſt 
wes us of the Romans in his Time ; eb Ro- 
uns who: bad been d wirtwons” a'People, fo greas 
7 0 free!“ * eine RSESY) an 10 | 


ich of Corruprion, that: they gloxied in Ex- 
wagancy and Rapine, and made Sarcaſnis 
on Virtue, - Modeſty and a diſintereſteck 
inc g with them only for Sloth and 
wardice; Thoſe that were in Power, neg- 
ting Virtue, and conſpiring againſt Inno- 
ce, preferr'd only their own Creatures. In- 


cked Deeds and an infamous CharaRer; were 
) Bars to the pofſefling: of Power; and thoſe 
at ated as it Rapine was their Employment, 
Plunder the Perquiſites of their Place, were 
it thought unfit for freſh Preferments. Non 
mus, non ' probrum, aut flagitium obftat, -qno 
nus Magiſtratus capiant : quod commodum eft, 
bunt, rapiunt. At laſt, their great Men had 
d Principle but Rapaciouſneſs, and obſerved 
Law but their Luſt, The whole Common- 
alth was become their Prey and their Pillage: 
ſremo, tanquam urbe capta, libidine ac licentia 
pro legibus utuntur. e 

e ſame Author ſays, That it would have 


ickedneſs ted by Men of great Qua- 
es: But his Grief: had not this Mitigation; 
„ ſays he, wretched Creatures with little 
, whoſe whole Genius lay in their Tongue, 
| Whoſe utmoſt Talent and Ability was to 
; prate 
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vin abundance: But one Is dt once amazed 


The Romans, he ſays, were arrived to that 


xentes circumdeniant, ſuos ad honorem tolluut; 


llened his Concern, had he ſeen ſuch great 
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prate glibly. exerciſed with Inſolence that Poy 
er Which they had acquired by Chance, of | 
he Sloth 60, hers Ac me ſuidem media 
dolor engeret, fi virtute partam victoriam more 
per ſervitium axercerent: Sed bomines inerti 
quorum omnis vis virtuſque in lingua fita ef 
forte, & alterius 42 _ ; oblats 
in ſelentes agitunt. or the Reman, Nobil 
of that Pe. he ſays: That like ſtup 
Statues, their Names and Titles were their a 
Ornaments : Inertiſſimi Nobi les, in iQuibus, fu 
in Statua, prætr nomen, nibil eſt additamem 
Salluſt ad C. Cæſarem, de Repub: Ordinand. 
E: We pw po 6 a Market hy es made « 

ower, and What a ree O eneracy th 
introduced. The Loc of all was, the uti 
Loſs of Liberty, and a ſettled Tyranny, 
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EE what it is to be conſpicuous! Yc 

Honeſty, and the Truths you tell, ha 
drawn upon you much Envy, and many Leer a 
You cannot-be anſwered, and therefore it 
fit to abuſe. you. Had you kept grovelli 
near the Earth, in Company with moſt « 
Weekly Writers, you might have lulled t 
Town aſleep as they do, with great Safety 
your: Perſon, and without any Body's fayi 
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denly, and without any a about 
and dy calummating , Cato, make themſely, 
Liars : Such Deference have they for the 
Cuſtomers, and for themſelves.! , 
It is no Wonder, therefore, that the : 
worthy, but waggiſh 2 repreſent him, vi 
the ſame Breath, as an abandon d Atheiſt, 2 
a bigotted Presbyterian ;, while others plainl 
grove him a flaming Jacobite, and an arrant! 
publitcan; that is, one who is high for M. 
narchy, and one who is againſt all Monarch 
I could, ſhew you theſe pretty Conſiſtencie 
one and the ſame Paper. 
Cato had deſcribed and ſhewed the horrid 
fects of publick Confuſion, and contended k 
puniſhing the Authors of our own : Hence 
is repreſented as an Enemy tb Government 
Order, and a Promoter, of Con 

Cato had beſtowed real and unfeigned En 
miums upon his Majeſty, and done all Ju 
to the Abilities and Honeſty of his Miniſte 
Hence Cato is charged with caſting Reproaches,i 
making Sarcaſms upon bis Majeſty and his Mail 

Cato has writ againſt Turkiſh, Afiatich, i 
all forts of Tyranny : Hence Caro is ſaid to 
a great Incendiary, and an open Enemy to our 
EINE 

Cato contends, that great Traytors ought 
be hang'd : Hence Cato is traduced as if be 


* 


Fronted the Government. 1 f 
Cato aſſerts, that the Good of Mankind brit 
the End of Government: Hence Cato is 
eee all Government. | 1 
Cato lays down certain Rules for fa 
eſtabliſhing his Majeſty's Throne, and for 


, 
: 
' 


firing to him for ever the Minds of his People: 
Therefore Cato 5 a Fatobite,,/ i © 
Cato has ſhewn at large, the Bleſſings of a 
mited Monarchy, efpecially of our own: 
therefore Cato is Republican. 
Cato has ſhewn the Dreadfulneſs of popular 
Ifurretions, and Fury; the Miſery of Civil 
s, and the Uncertainty of their End: 
jerefore Cato ſtirs up the People to Sedition ani 
ebelion, | | | 
Cato laments that great Criminals are ſeldom 
zught to the Gallows : Hence Cato is repre- 
ted as one that deſerves the Gallows. "hs 
Cato, talking of Turkey, obſerves with Warmth 
nd Concern, that the Holy Name of God was 
elied, and Religion proſtituted, to bind down 
tetchedneſs upon his Creatures, and to pro- 
& the Tyrant that does it: Therefore Cato 
urilouſly reviles the Chureb of England. | 
Cato has ſhe wn the deſtructive Terrors of 
bitrary Power, and how it had almoſt diſ- 
pled the Earth : In anſwer to this, it is ſaid, 
ut Cato wears a dark, Whig, © tk 
Cato has complained that this great Nation 
vs been ues, cheated, and exhauſted ; its 
nde ruined ; its Credit deſtroyed ; its Ma- 
ſactures diſcouraged, e. and affirmed, that 
engeance is due to thoſe Traytors who have 
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nytors; that 22 Honeſty and publick 
jIrit ought to be encouraged, in Oppoſition 
publick Corruption, Bribery, and Rapine; 
t there is Regard to be had to the Rights, 
ileges, and Tempers of the People: Thar 
ding Armies are dreadful Things; that a 

L 2 Military 
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ne it; that none but Traytors will protect 
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Military Government is violent and bloody 
That they are the blackeſt Traytors, -whi 
would break the Confidence between a Prince 
and his Subjects: That great Men mind chief; 
the getting of Plumbs; and that honeſt M 
| ſures are the beſt 1 To all which it 
is replied, That Cato is a whimſical unreaſenabl 
Man, who talks and expects ſtrange Things; and 
ini fine, that he dreams odd Dreams, s. 
By ſuch powerful Arguments is Cato at 
ſwered; by ſuch pretty Arts' decried. He 1 
really a great Criminal; he aflerts the Right 
and Property of the People, and calls for Ju 
ſtice upon thoſe who would deſtroy them. H 
3s. ſurely a Facobite, who would not let certair 
elevated Sages do what they would, and ge 
what they pleaſed. I would ask, Whethe 
the obliging, protecting, and-avenging the i 
Jured People, be likely Ways to bring in th 
Pretender? And yet theſe are the Ways which... 
Cato contends for : Or, Whether the deceiving 
loading, and ſqueezing of the harmleſs People 
be natural Ways to make and TITER we 
affected? And yet theſe are the Ways which, 
Cato condemns and expoſes. 
Being detached from all Parties, and em 
nently guiltleſs of all perſonal Views of! 
own; and going upon Principles certainly t 
in themſelves, and certainly beneficent to fil 
mane Society; it is no Wonder that he is re 
and approved by every intelligent Man in En 120 
land, except the Guilty, their Screens, High 
lings, and Adherents. What he writes, ti 
People feel to be true. If Men can be gr 
Knaves in ſpight of Oppoſition ; how muc 


great 
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greater would they be, if there were none? 
and if I is oppoſed, openly, ſhamelefly, 
ind violently. oppoſed, in ſpight of her Cham- 
pions, and Defenders ; fhe muſt certainly be 
tſtroyed, if ſhe had none. It is a diſmal Re- 
Qin, that Juſtice muſtꝰ ſometimes be fought 
br Inch by Inch, before it can be obtained, 
and at laſt is not half obtained; and that the 
lioher and blacker the Villainy is, the greater 
the Security. | I hope this will never be our 
ie; but I could name many a Country 
boſe Caſe it has been, »*  _ 

| am not ſurprized that certain tall Tray- 
ors are very angry at Cato. Good now hold: yeur 
Tingue, faid a Quack to his complaining Pa- 


nent, under Agonies into which he had been 
Milt by the Doctor's infalltble Specihick : Gocd 
10 p bold your Tongue, and be eafy, — leave the 


tter to me, and the Matter will go well; that 
lie ſtill and die, and I will warrant you. 
reat Grief and Diſtrefs will have Utterance, 
ſpight of Art or Terror. 

On Aſcenſion Day, when the Doge of Venice 
ds the Sea with a Ring; the Admiral, who 
ndufts the Bucentauro, or Veſſel in which 
at Ceremony is performed, does a bold 
ing: He pawns his Head to the Senate, to 
lure them againſt the Danger and Effects of 
empeſts and Storms. But the Thing would 
{till bolder, if he had firſt wilfully raiſed a 
orm, or bored a Hole in the Veſſel. 

"M1 appeal to- the Senſe of the Nation, daily 
Hl tered in their Addrefles to the Parliament for 
ef and Vengeance, whether Cato's Senti- 
ats are not the ſame with theirs; and I ap- 
| * peal 
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peal to the Sufferings, the heavy, melanchol 
Sufferings of the People, whether either Ca 
or they ſpeak thus without Grounds, 

The Grounds are too viſible, and their 4 
legations too:true —— Hence the Rage of Guil 
which is more gall'd by Truth, than Tnnocend 
is hurt by Lies: And hence I have heard 
obſerved, concerning a certain Set of Worthie 
that they do not care what Falſhoods you pub 
liſh concerning them, but will never forgir 
you if you meddle with Fats. 

For certain Gentlemen to find Fault vit 
Cato's Letters, is to avow their own Shame 
Why was there Occaſion given for thoſe Let 
ters? Some other Queſtions might be ase 
too, which would diſcover freſh Blackneſs i 
theſe Betrayers, were they not already all oy 
lack. Who is it that might have checker 
and yet did not check rampant Rogues [il 
Summer? And from what Motives proceede 
ſuch Omiſſion? Who is it that openly ſcret 
open Guilr ? Who is it that conceals the Ey 
dence of Guilt ? Who is it that browbeatst 
Purſuers of Guilt > Who is it that throws Ot 
ſtacles in the Parliament's Way? Who 1s 
that lengthens out the Proceſs? Who is it th 
ſtrives to defeat the Enquiry ? Who is it th 
makes Malecontents, and then reproaches thet 
for being fo ? 

In vain they fall upon Cato with lying Rt 
proaches, falſe Pictures, and ugly Names 
Their Conduct bewrays them; by making hut 
of every Party, they ſhew him to be of none 
as he has ſhewed himſelf to be of none. 
| thought it, however, not amiſs, thus once f 
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to make his Apology, and to ſhew what 
ire his Crimes, and who his Enemies. His 
get Guilt is, that he will not ſpare Guilt ; 
nd the great Objection to his Writings is, 
at they cannot be anſwered. Let the Reader 
wee whether I have miſrepreſented him or 
is Foes, who are no other than the late Direc- 
rs, their Friends and Confederates. | 
As to the phor Weekly Journeymen of the 
refs, whoſe Principle is the ready Penny, and 
ho, for a Morſel, defile Paper and blot Re- 
utations without hurting them, they deſerve 
o Reſentment, It is their Profeſſion to do 
hat they are bid, when they are paid for it. 
Church is not the leſs ſacred, becauſe Curs 
quently lift up their Leg againſt it, and af- 
nt the Wall : It is the Nature of Dogs. They 
terefore are and ought to be pitied and overs 
ok'd ; the Buſineſs of this Letter to you, Sir, 
ing to expoſe the falſe and unjuſt Cenſures 
f ſome, who bear a greater Figure than ſuch 
leſs Weekly Writers, without poſſeſſing 
ore Honeſt yx. 1 
The Conjectures of theſe Creatures about 
e Perſon of Cato, afford Matter of Mirth: 
ey will needs know him right or wrong. 
et them gueſs on; N gueſs, 1 
il venture to pronounce them Lyars, tho” 
ey ſhould gueſs truly; ſince without being 
de to do any thing more than gueſs, they yet 
don to affirm; which no honeſt Man would 
without competent Evidence. „d 
In „ e r 
VNVur Humble Servant, 
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LIES, 1 1 
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1 Would willingly propagate and preſerve th th 
following Order of Council, as a Mone 
ment of His Majeſty's great Zeal for Virtue ail ® 
Religion. It is publiſh'd in the Gazette of H 
29th of April, in the following Words: 
At the Court of St. James's, the 28th Day E 
olf April, x721. Fr 
a, RESENT, : 
The King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Cound 05 
” H! S Majeſty having received Inform 50 
tion, which gives great Reaſon 1 .. 
ſuſpect that there have lately been, and ft of 
are, in and about the Cities of London and 5 
* Veftminſter, certain ſcandalous Clubs or 5 Z 
cieties of young Perſons, who meet togetbeſſ > 
and in the moſt impious and blaſphemouſſſ n, 
* Manner infult the moſt ſacred Principles of 5, 
our Holy Religion, - affront Almighty Go whe 
* himſelf, and corrupt the Minds and Moral - 
of one another; and being reſolved to mal = 
Juſe of all the Authority committed to hin Go 
by Almighty God, to 1 ſuch enormouſſſ n 
* Offenders, and to cruſh ſuch ſhocking Im Dit 
AI picties before they enereaſe and draw don 
the Vengeance of God upon this * 4 
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His Majeſty has thought fit to command 
the Lord Chancellor, and his Lordſhip is 
hereby required, to call rogether His Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of Middleſex and 
-Weftminſter, and ſtrictly to enjoin them, in 
the moſt effectual Manner, that they, and 
every of them, do make the moſt * diligent 
and careful Enquiry and Search for the Diſ- 
covery of any Thing of this and the like 
Sort, tending in any wiſe to the Corruption 
of the Principles and Manners cf Men; 2nd 
to lay before his Lordſhip ſuch Diſcoveries 
from Time ta Time may be made, to the 
End that all proper Methods may be taken 
for the utter Suppreſſion of all ſuch deteſtable 
practices. His Lordſhip is further directed 
to urge them to the due Execution of their 
Othce, in detecting and — with 
Vigour all Profaneneſs, Immorality, and 
Debauchery, as they value the Bleſſing of 
Aimighty God, as they regard the Happineſs 
of their Country, which cannot ſubliſt if 
Things facred and virtuous are trampled up- 
on, and as they tender his Majeſty's Favour, 
to which they cannot recommend themfelves 
more effectually than by ſhewing the utmoſt 
Leal upon ſo important an Occaſion ; to 
which End his Lordſhip is to acquaint them, 
that as His Majefty for himfelf has nothing 
more at Heart than to regard the Honour of 
Cod, ſo tmpioufly- ſtruck at, and is deter- 
mined to ſhew all Marks of Diſpleafure and 
Viſcouragement to any who may lie even 
under the Suſpicion of ſich Practices: ſo he 
all always account it the greateſt and mt 
1 5 lub 
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* ſubſtantial Service they can do to- His N 
jeſty or his Government, to exert themſely 
in diſcovering any who are guilty of ſud 
* Impierics, that they may be openly proſecu 
© ted and puniſhed with the utmoſt Sever 
and molt publick Ignominy which the LI! 
Sof the Land can inflict. | al 
3 EDWARD SOοονπ¹¹i,j 


To this it is added, in the fame GazenMMiy- 
* Thar His Majeſty has been pleas'd to gin 
* Orders to the Principal Officers of Heat 
* Houſhold, to make ſtrict and diligent En 
＋ quiry, whether any of His — Seve: 
© vants are guilty of the horrid Impicti ing 
mentioned in the Order of Council inſen 
* above, and to make a Report thereof be. 
His Majeſty.” - | 


Theſe Societies muſt certainly be as diĩſtrad in 
as they are impious. I have indeed been Male 
doubt till now, whether there really were en 
ſuch ; but J am in no doubt about the PunilWipp; 
ment they deferve : I think it ought to be ery 
moſt ſevere that is due to ſuch raving Wicker 6 
neſs, which is fuch, as neither Youth nor Wil, g. 
can excuſe, nor indeed extenuate ; and till ih Monſt. 
are further punifhed, I think the darkeſt Hoe a 
in Bed/am ought to be their Portion. But oer 
rageous and godleſs as they are, they do nde 
merit more Deteſtation and Severity, than uin 
thoſe who inhumanely give out, that Gen ch! 

men who abhor ſuch Clubs are Members We! 
them: The Authors of ſo dreadful a Calum Maje 
are much worle than Murthcrers ; becauſe Weir: 
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ndeavour- to take away from Men ſomething 
wch dearer than Life: They are theres, 
in the Claſs with Demons, and earn 
h mighty Vengeance as God only can 
The above Order of Council is very juſt and 
cigious, and of excellent Uſe. and Example: 
much Zeal cannot ſtop at a Club or two of; 
micious, tho? private, Sinners; but doubtleſs 
nends to other Criminals, more ppbbick d 
mhderable, and even more deſtructive. The. 
reateſt Part of the Wickednefs done by thoſe 
oughtlefs young Wretches, is done to them- 
res, and like to remain with them; there 
ing little Probability that they will ever make 
ny Proſelytes to their aſtoniſhing Frenzies: 
Vhereas the other great for the ſale; 
le of doing good to themſelves, have undone. 
oft every Man in England, with England it 
into the Bargain. They ſet Three Nations 
ſale, and themſelves fixing the Price, were 
nſelves the Buyers: They purchas'd our 
ppineſs, and paid us in Want and Sorrow. 


e ery Joo Man is Proof againſt the Conta- 
cke n of Profaneneſs; but Virtue and Good- 
WI s ſtood us in no ſtead againſt our Money- 
ters, who having -robb'd all honeſt Men, 


de a Jeſt of Honeſty it ſelf. Can there be 
ater Evils under the Sun, than rampant. 
ncerers, abandon'd Corruption, and de- 
ring Calamity 2 Or are there any other Evils 
ich hefe do not produce? ee 
We therefore take it for granted, That as” 
Majeſty is determin'd to ſhew all Marks of Dife 
ſure and Diſcouragement to any who may * 
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he under the Suſpicion of ſuch deſtructive Prafiicy 
fÞ be will always account it the moſt ſubſtantial Se 
vice we enn do to him and his Government, 
exert ourſelves in diſcovering any who are puilty | 
ſuch unparallel'd Frauds, ſuch National I ich 
neſs; that they may be openly proſecuted, ang 
puniſb d with-the utmoſt Severity, and 'moſt public 
Iznominy that the Legiſlature enn duft. 
And, as His Majeſty has been pleas'd u 
* pive Orders to the Principal Officers of hi 
Houſhold, to make ſtrict and : diligent Er 
* quiry, whether any of His Majeſty's 
* vants are guilty of the horrid Impiet 
© mentioned in the Order of Council inſerte( 
* above, and to make Report thereof t 
His Majeſty:“ So we may affure e 
ſelves, that the fame fevere Enquiry has b 
| already made, whether any of thoſe in Tru 
under His Majeſty, or about his Perſon, ha 
ſtain'd their Hands, diſhonour'd their Maſt: 
and provok'd Almighty God, by promotinge 
embarking in any of the horrid and ſpreadin 
. Mifchiefs, practis'd laſt Year by the late Sou 
Sen Directors, and their Confederates, 
An Enquiry into Religion, and the privat 
Morals of Men, is not inconſiſtent with : 
Enquiry into Civil and Publick Villainies; nc 
can the former ever prove a Bone of Conte 
tion to divert the latter, whatever the Wicke 
and the Guilty may hope, and the Honelt a 
Diſtreſſed may apprehend. Frefh Object 
Horror and Averſion cannot leffen our gener 
Deteſtat ion for thoſe, who ought to be beyo 
all others deteſted. While we purſue Wolv 


and T'ygers, and the mightier Beaſts of 1 
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who if they are not deſtroyed will continue to 
teſtroy, we are not to be diverted by the Scent” 
of a 1 or Badger, tho they may annoy a pri- 
rate Neighbourhood, and diſpeople Hen-rooſts. - 
Our publick' Virtue is the beſt and ſureſt 
proof we can give of our private Piety: Piety 
nd juſtice are inſeparable; and Prayers faid 
Ten times a Day, will not attone for « Murder 
a Robbery committed once a Month: Ap- 
rearances go for nothing, when Facts contra 
i them. The readieſt Way therefore to 
hew that our Hearts are pure, is to ſhew that 
ur Hands are clean, and that we will puniſn 
thoſe that have foul ones. 1 A bp 
Here is a Teſt of our Virtue and Innocence: 
Let us hang up publick Rogues, as well as 
puniſh private Blaſphemers. The Obſervance 
Religion, and the Neglect of Juſtice, are 
ntradictions. Let any Man ask himſelf, 
Vhether a Nation is more hurt by a few giddy, 
thinking young Wretches, talking madly in 
eir Drink ; or by open, deliberate and' pub- 
ck Depredations committed by a Junto of Ve- 
ran Rnaves, who add to the Injury, and to 
teir own Guilt, by a Shew of Gravny, and a 
anting Pretence to Religion? The late Di- 
tors all pretended to be good Chriſtians. I 
ould ask one Queſtion more; namely, Whe- 
ber it had not been better for England, that the 
te Directors, and their Maſters, had fpent 
tir Nights and their Days in the Hell-Fire- 
, than in contriving and executing execra- 
e Schemes, to ruin England ? Pray, which of 
be Two is your greater Enemy; he who robs 
ot al] you have, but neither curſes nor 
| ſwears 


— 
. WT = 


PR. 


** 


230 C4:70s LETTERS. 


ſwears at you; or he who only gurſes you or 
himſelf, and takes nothing from you? 

_ Where. Juſtice is exactly obſerved, Religior 
will be obferved ; and to pretend to be ven 
ſtrict about the Latter, without minding th 
Former, would be highly abfurd and ridiculous 
Virtue neceffarily produces Religion, and is ü 
ſelf Religion; and Profaneneſs and Irreligioh 
will ever and neceſſarily follow, Corruptiot 
the prolifick Parent of numberlefs Miſchieks. 

Private Profaneneſs is not therefore half ſt 
terrible to humane Society, as publick Roguen 
and publick Robbery. The MHappinels' 0 
Mankind is ſurely the Cauſe of God; and 
whenever I hear. of - Arrets and Edits made b 
Popiſh and Tyrannical foreign Princes, in Fa 


— * 


vour of Religion; I conſider them as ſo man al 
Mockeries of God, whoſe Creatures they, a. n 
the ſame Time, grind and deſtroy, As co fe 
ſiſtently might they pretend great Zeal for ob p 


ſerving religiouſly the Sixth Command, and yet 
murder by War and Famine Ten Thouſand 
of their Subjects a Week. , 

James Nailor was ſeverely punifhed for Blas 
Premy ; Is there any Compariſon, as to thei 

ffects, between the Crime of Fames Nailor, and 
the Crimes of the late Directors and their & 
conds and Abettors ? Fames Nailor (being hi 
ſelf deluded} mifled a few ignorant People 
whoſe Error was their greateſt Crime: But cu 
modern Impoſtors, our South Sea Deceivers 
have actually and wilfully plunder'd their Cour 
try of near Thirty Millions of Money, and in 
volved it in univerſal Confuſion and Want. 


t is therefore a ſenſible Pleaſure to us, to be2 
hold His Majeſty and His Miniſtry engaged with 
b much Teal in vindicating our Property as well 
j our Religion. His Majeſty, in particular, 
has condeſcended with unparalell'd, I am ſure 
mcommon Goodneſs, to tell the Lord-Mayor 
1nd Court of Aldermen, that he bas no Share in 
the late wicked Management. This is a Piece of 
Royal Grace, with which, I believe, never any 
objects were bleſſed before; From hence we 
my draw a freſh Aſſurance of His Majeſty's 
Alacrity and Readinefs. to puniſh the execrabls 
zuthors of that wicked Management, who are 
iſo the greateſt Enemies to his Crown and 


Jignity. | F 
N His Majeſty being refolved to make uſe of 
all the Authority committed to him by Al- 
mighty God, to puniſh fuch enormous Of- 
fenders, and to cruſh ſuch {ſhocking Impie- 
ties, before they encreaſe and draw down the 
Vengeance of God upon this Nation:?“ F 
y, His Majeſty being thus zealous for Rell. 
jon and the Nation, will never ſuffer the Au- 
ors of the greateſt Evil, the higheſt Villainy 
fer committed in this Nation, to eſcape un- 
uniſhed, Has ever a heavier Judgment be- 
allen our Nation, than the laft Year's merci- 
5 Rapine ? And can there be greater Enemies 
0 God and Man, than the Authors of it ? 
lonſters, who were for plucking up all Vertue 
nd all Property by the Roots. Oh, that their 
ucceſs had not increaſed their Guilt ! They 
ed as if they did not believe that there was 
God who judged the World, and as if they 
hed all humane Tribunals, as well as the 
Divine. 
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Divine. Theſe are the Atheiſts terrible to 80. 
ciety ; and this is the Atheiſm wofully and 
univerſally felt. Deſolation and Miſery are th 
Occupation and Sport of Devils, and they their 
Vicegerents who promote them. 

He who talks . of Things ſacred, i 
a wicked Man, and as ill bred as he is wicked: 
But he who wantonly fills a Country, a gc 
rious and happy Country, with Want, Woe 
and Sorrow ; griping Want, difmal- Woe, and 
piercing Sorrow ; what Name, what Torture 
what Death does he not deſerve ? He is a De 
ftroyer-General —— He is a mad Dog, wit 
ten thouſand Mouths, who ſcatters Poiſon 
Wounds, and Death, all around him. 
' /T ſhall conclude in the ſtrong Words of the 
above Order of Council; namely, That as we 
value the Blefſing of Aimighty God, as we reger 
the Happineſs of our Country, which cannot ſubj 
if Things facred and virtuons (and fuch are pri 
vate Property, publick Faith, and publick ]u 
tice,) are trampled upon: and as We tender bi 
Majeſty's Favour, to which we cannot recommen 
our ſelves more effectually, than by ſhewing the 1 
moſt Zeal upon ſo important an Occaſion : | az 
as we value all theſe, let us be warm, bold, an 
active in the Difcovery and Puniſhment e 
ſuch enormous Offenders; and to cruſh ſuch ſhecl 
Miſchiefs, before they increaſe, and draw down ii 
Vengeance of God upon this Nation, 


I am, &c. 


P. S. I, who hate to ſee the Puniſhment of an 
ſort of great Wickedneſs linger, do here prop! 


Teas” 
* 


in Expedient to come at a Certainty about the 
aſphemous Clubs: Let a Reward be publick- 
offered for the Diſcovery of any of their 
Members, to be paid upon their legal Con- 
iction ; and in the mean time, ler us not calf 

dom Reproaches upon particular Men; leſt, 
falling upon the Innocent, they return dou- 
le upon our ſelves. It is baſe and diſhoneſt 
p feign Crimes that are not; and where they, 
ally are, it is barbarous and diabolical to fa- 
ber them upon the Guiltleſs: He who charges 
don another a Crime that deferves the Gal- 
ws, does, if it proves falſe, pronounce Sen- 
ce againſt himſelf, and proclaim his own 
icht to Tyburn : As, on the other Hand, be 
ho skreens from the Gallows thoſe that de- 
e it, adopts their Title to the Halter, and 
ght to ſwing in their Rom. P 
Can there be 77 Juſtice and Impartality 
zn this? And I aſſure you, Sir, I heartily” 
ih they may take place. | 4 
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dend you another excellent Letter of the 
great Brutus, They who fay I forged the 
V make me as great a Complement as ever 
made to Man ; fince whoever could write 
* Letter, is, without reflecting on my Co- 
Iporaries, certainly the ſt Man of the 
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To the former Letter, I gave you an hiſt 
_ Introduction; I ſhall give you another i 

n 5 

Brut and Caſſius, after the Death of Ce 
jog left Rome 4 Ofavius, C.eſar's Nats 
arrived there: He was no more than Nineteer 
Years old; and the firſt Thing of Note tha 
happened to him, was a Quarrel with Ms 
Anthony, who treated him like a Child, wit 
Contempt, and indeed was grown: inſuppon 
able to all the World. Cicero and Anthony be 
ing then declared Enemies, Oddavius was 
ſwaded by his Friends to throw himſelf int 
the Arms of Cicero. Hence began their Friend 
ſhip, equally deſirable to both: Cicero govern 
the Senate, and Ofavius had the Hearts of | 
Uncle's Soldiers, with great Treaſure to: gal 
new Friends, and carry on new: Deſigns. Me 
| Anthony was the common Enemy of both, an 
of the. Republick, which he as outrageoull 
attacked, as Cicero warmly defended. 

This Quarrel gave Occaſion to thoſe C 
tions of Cicero, called the Philippicks; which 2 
eternal Monuments of his Love for his Cout 
try, as well as of the marvellous Eloquence 
that Great Man. ES 

Cicers and Octavius ſucceeded ; they got ti 
better of Mark Anthony, and drove him out 
Rome, But by his Intereſt and Activity, 
ſoon gathered ſuch a Force, as he thought -f 
ficient to make himſelf Maſter of Rome ; whiWnion 
therefore he prepared to attack and poſſeſ Thai 
downright Violence. But Octavius having iſ Ser 
vied, at his own Expence, an Army, compoiflarec 
moſtly of the Veteran Troops of Cæſar, "Wk bot 

pat 


que 
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pos'd the March of Anthony, and diverted that 
treadful Storm from the City. Cicero, Who 
Ld undertaken the Defence of Ofæeint from 
bis firſt Arrival at Rome, and laboured to forti- 

his Cauſe: by the Authority of the Senate, 
25 not wanting to extol this firſt Service of 
wins for the Republick. Hence extraordi- 
ary Honours were decreed. him ; that he 
bould be made Proprætor, and in that Qua- 
u, Commander of the Army; that a Re- 
umpence ſhould be given to his Troops; that 
e ſhould be received into the Number of the 
enators ; that he might, before he came of 
ge, demand all the other greateſt Dignities of 
he Commonwealth; and even that a Statue 
uld be erected to him. | 
In the mean Time Anthony, thus repuls'd: by 
evi march'd: into the Ciſalpine Gaul, ta 
ire from thence Decimus Brutus, its Gover- 
ur, a Kinſman of our Brutus, and one of the 
mnnicides, That Governour, being unpro- 
ded of Forces ſufficient. to fight Anthony, re- 
ed into the City of Modena, a Reman Colo- 
„ and there ſhutting himſelf up, expected 
cours from the Senate. Anthony in the In- 
im lays Siege to the Place, in hopes that 
ing once Maſter of that City, he would ſoon 
ſo of Gaul, and afterwards be enabled to 

into Italy, with a Power ſufficient ta 
quer Reme, where he meant to erect a Do- 
on as abſolute as was that of Ceſar. _ 
That Siege occaſioned frequent Meetings of 
Senate, Where, in fine, Mark Anthony was 
ared an Enemy to the Commonwealth; 
both the Conſuls, Hixtius and Panſa, _ 

art 
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fent with an Army to relieve -Decimus Brutus 
Wich the Conſuls, Octavius was likewiſe ſent. WM” 
During all theſe. Tranſactions, our Bui 
and Caſſius having ſtaid ſome Time in I: 
after their leaving Rome, were now retired t 
their Governments, Brutus to Macedonia, an 
Caſſius to Syria, and both were levying Men 
and forming Armies, for the Defence of th 
Commonwealth 7 
As to Cicero, he was now in the Zenith « 
Power, and governed all Things at Rome: H 
particularly preſided in the Senate, as the mol 
ancient Conſular, during the Abſence of th 
Two Conſuls. In this Situation, he was wo 
derfully curious to know what was the Opinio 
of Brutus concerning himſelf and his Admin 
ſtration. It is certain Brutus had his higbel 
Eſteem; and he thought that if he could pre 
cure the Eſteem of Brutus, it would be an em 
nent Proof of his own Virtue and Merit, 
well as the moſt glorious Reward of that Vi 
tue and Merit. Brutus had, in all his Lette 
been very ſilent with him upon this Heat 
Cicero therefore makes uſe of Atticus, th 
common Friend, to ſift Brutus, and know h 
Sentiments. As ſoon, therefore, as it . 
known at Rome, that the Siege of Modena v 
rais'd, and Anthony defeated by the T'wo Co 
ſuls and Odtavius, Atticus diſpatch'd the Nei 
to Brutus, and in his Letter founded him abo. £ 
his Thoughts of Cicero. 1 
The following Letter is a frank and opal... 
Anſwer to that of Atticus. In it he 
condemns Ciceros over violent Hatred to Magi - 


Anthony, which betray'd him into as. wares 
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le an Affection and Deference for Ofavius; 
is Champion againſt Anthony. Cicero ſaw: his 
Error at laſt, but ſaw it too late; the Power 
ad Credit to which he had raiſed Ofavins, 
aft him his Life, and Rome her Liberty. Ci- 
vw, who was the Author of all the Greatneſs 
10 rr Ofavius, was by Odd ovius gi- 

up to the Rage and Slaughter of Mark 
«hony, againſt whom Octavius had been ge- 
roully defended and ſupported by Cicero: 
Ind Octavius enſlaved the Commonwealth with 
boſe very Arms, which the Commonwealth 
xd truſted with him for her Prote&ion. /So_ - 
uly had the pious Auguſtus learn'd the Arts 
id Gratitude of an Abſolute Monarch. 


I, &c * 
BRUTUS to ATTICUS. 


1 OU tell me, that Cicero wonders why; 
"om of my Letters, I have never 
diſcovered to him my Sentiments concerning 
bis Management and Adminiſtration at Rome : 
therefore diſcover thoſe Sentiments to you, 
lnce you are fo earneſt to know them. 
know well the Sincerity and great Up- 
rightneſs of Cicero's Intentions : His Paſſion 
for the Good of the Commonwealth is in- 
deed evident and remarkable. But prudent 
ind wiſe as he is, he has given Proofs of a' 
Leal which is imprudent, and a Heart that 
8 vain : I leave it to you to judge, which 
df theſe ſway'd him, when more forward 
han well adviſed, he drew upon himſelf the 
Hatred 
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he has defeated Anthony; where is the Vito: 
ry, if, curing one Miſchief, it introduces a 
worſe ? And what avails it to have extin- 
guiſhed the Tyranny of Anthony, if he who 
has done it, eres another in its Room more 
terrible, by being more durable? And yet 
thus it will be if we ſuffer it. Theſe are 
Articles in the Conduct of Cicero, which 
ſhew that it is not the Tyrant nor the Ty 
ranny that he fears ; but it is only; Anthony 
that he fears. If a Man will have a Tyrant, 

it is all one to me, whether he be more or 
leſs outrageous ; it is the Thing, it is the 
having a Tyrant, which I dread. 
That Cicero is haſtening to ſet up a Tyrant, 
is plain from Actions as viſible as fad. Ofavim 
is all in all; a Triumph is decreed him; his 
Troops have Largeſſes given them; he is 
laded with Flatteries, he is covered with 
Honours, What Shame for Cicero to behold: 
all this, and his own abje&t Poſture ! His. 
publick Behaviour, and the Speeches and 
Motions he makes in the Senate, all centring. 
in his Maſter; are they not a Scandal to the 
great Figure of that great Conſular, and a 
Stain upon the renowned Name of Cicero? 
* You will read this with Pain, as with Pain 
| write it; but it is a Task you have put 
upon me. Beſides, I know your Thoughts. 
of our publick Affairs, and that deſperate 
and extraordinary as they are, you think, 
contrary to all Appearance, they may be 
remedied by Means that are ordinary. I do 
not however blame you, my dear Atticus; 
comfort your ſelf with Hope, it is agreeable 

* to 
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64 to your Age, to the Sweetneſs of your Ten 
1 per, and to your Regard for your Children 
« 1 do not therefore wonder that you are inde 
lent and ſanguine, which Diſpoſition « 
« yours appears ſtill further to me from th 
& Account my Friend Flavius gave me of wh 
« paſs'd between you and him. 
gut to return to Cicero; pray where ist 
I Difference between him and the ſervile $4 
videnusꝰ Could that baſe. Retainer to 08, 
* 'vius. ſtruggle, for the, Glory of bis Maſte 
© with more Labour and Zeal, than doe 
4 Cicero 4 You will ſay perhaps, Cicero dread 
& ſtill the Remains of the Civil War. This 
e wild.: Can any one dread a beaten Enemy 
and yet, apprehend nothing from the form 
dable Power of one who commands a gre: 
| * Army, elevated by Victory; nor from ib 
( „ Raſhneſs of a young Man, who Ay cc 
| © quer the Commonwealth by the Mea 
&* which enabled him to conquer for it? Doc 
Cicero therefore make this mighty Court 
% Ofavius, becauſe having given him ſo muci 
& he thinks 'tis dangerous not to give him all 
* Oh the wretched Folly of Cowardice ! th 
* to leſſen your own Security by conſulting it 
and to encreaſe Tyranny becauſe you fearil 
s it not better to have nothing at all to fe 
than thus to compound for the Degrees « 
Fear | 4 | | 
The Truth is, we too much dread P. 
* verty, Baniſhment, and Death; and 0 
* Imagination ſwells their Terrors beyc 
* Bounds. There are greater Evils than tho 
+. and Cicero is miſtaken if he thinks there 
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i but humour, A, hi Opinion is regarded, 
if his Suits are granted; and if be is court- 
al and extbſled ; He has no Quarrel to Ser- 
vitude, provided it bę accompanied with 
onour and Luſtre; if chere can be any ſuch 
Thing as Honour and Luſtre in this loweſt, | 
| this vileſt Lot of humane Nature... | . 
4 0#avius-may) indeed call him Father Cicero, - 
refer every Thing to bis Counſel, ſooth hum 
wih Praiſes, and ſhew. great Gratitude and 
Fondneſs cowards him, while he loſes nothin 
by all this; which is only a fair Outade and 
fne Words. Fats ſpeak the plaineſt Truth; 
and they effectually contradict the above Ap- 
pearances. ' For, can there be a greater In- 
vt upon common Senſe, than for Octaviur 
wv take for a Father, that Man who is no 
bnger in the Number of Freemen pn 
* Whither then tend all theſe Compliances, 
all this Zeal of Cicero for Octavius? Why, 
only to this, That Cfavius may be propitious 
to Cicero, In this little, worthleſs, ſhameful 
Point, centre all the Actions and Deſigns of 
the Great Cicero! Hence it is that I value no 


* 


1g iolonger, in the Perſon of Cicero, thoſe Arts 
ar nd Accompliſhments with which, | doubcleſs, 
feu Soul is vaſtly repleniſh d. What is he the 
es Netter, himſelf, for ſo many excellent Pre- 


epts, ſo many noble Diſcourſes, . every 
dere found in his Works, concerning pub- 
ck Liberty, true and ſolid Glory, the Con- 
tempt of Death, Exile, and Want? How much 
> - ou Ty 1205 underſtand all _—_— 

ules laid down by Cicero, than Cicero him- 
OL. I. M « ſelf 
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< ſelf does; 'who'ipays more Hotnage to 6; 
© vis, than Philippus Who is Father 
to Octadius, pays? e 
Let Cicero therefe | 
& vainly in our Grief, which alfo 'ought 
bis. For, to repeat what I have already ſai 
What Advantage can we draw 
ry, whick only tranflatest 
of Mark Anthoty' 46 & ne 
by wut Lerter; I percei 
+ whethet' Mark Anthoty 
After all, ſince Cicero can live a 
< and a Slave, let him live a 
a Slave. It 
can thus ſha 
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that ne Do 
intirelyl deſeated 
him ns 2 
ht not to be other wiſe, if | 
ully forget his reverend Ag 
© -the illuſtrious Hondurs he has born, and 
© memorable” Parts he has performd- 
For my ſelf, while I live I will make 
* upon Tyranny ; that is, upon all exorbits 
& Power that lifts Men above the Laws: N 
can any Condition of Servitude, howei 
4 advantageous” and alluring, divert me fre 
this great; this worthy Purpoſe : Nor cot 
Anthon ſhake mit, tho he really were, v. 
& you ſay he:is; a Man of Worth; a Chara 
which contradicts my conſtant Opinion 
him. The Judgment and Spirit of our 
eeſtors are mine; they would not have th 
Father for their Tyrant, nor would I. 
nneſs to you is the Reſu 
on for you; nor could I have 
*:fo' much, had I not loved you as well 
cicero thinłs he is beloved by Octavius. 
all theſe fad Truths affect not you fo m 
o as they do me, is my Coticern ; eſp! a 
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HE Study of humane Na L 
L fince, 1 2014 ſtudy any A1 
cpal Pleaſare and Eroptoyment of 
Sudy as uſeful; as the Diſcoveries made by 90 
by the moſt part melancholly.” It _ 
t be irkſome to a good-natur'd Man, to 
it there. is nothing ſo terrible or miſthievoys, 
thumane Nature is capable of it; and yet he 
bo knows little of humane Nature, vill never 
ow much of the Affairs of the World, which 
here Heride their _ w_ NY 
m the Humours and 
It ſhews the violent Bent pg 
Evil,” that even the Chriſtian = 175 
been able to Ive 'the reſtleſs 
1 dene puſhing 8 a e 


2 


| Viol A Oppoſition to the 
it and ! oof — of the Goſpel, which 
M 2 com · 
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, us to do unto ail Men what we 
* 4 e 11. The general Probe ec 
[the W; 13 4 Contradicti and * 
e chisſexcellent, this divine 50 Wbie 
Alone, were 11 MET Wou 

Happip 1 60 ee FI 


croll rp v4 
8 
== 25 525 Aae ger 4325 Ver 


ſe Ives, . *% 4 * 
Nay, the peaceable, the beneficent, the f 
giving "Chriſtian Religion, is made the Cz 
of perpetual Hatred, Animoſity, Quarrels, 
dlence, Devaſtation, and Oppreſſion; and t 
Apoltles, in ſpight of all their Poverty, L 
2 and Love of Mankind, 
_w_ — Juſtify fy their p pen rs 
Rome, in engro ng de N 
S e h and ROE of . the 
225 in beging Mankind under à Yoke of I 
vitude, . more terrible, more extenſiv 
more ſevere, than all the Arts and Deluſi 
ain in could el ine them under: Of 


mu Force with the corrupt World, 
the the dei Villainies .and alſicarion 


Men, chan 2 8 benevolent and heavenly] 


i Rah! is, and it is a melanchollyTr 
that where humane Laws do not tie Mens Hi 
FO. N Religion too N d 


Volts d the moſt ae apt 

iolence, is t e e : 
No te making of Lan ppb 1 

naturally wic 

eee eee Forging 
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ir therefore we would look for Virtux in 
ion, we wüſt 130k for 1 GN 5 | 


I 
heir Government; the Name and Mode & 
der Religion being no certain Symptom nor 
zuſe of their Virtue. The Þalians” profets 
te Chriſtian, Religion, and the Turks are all 
dels; Are the Italians therefore more virtu- 
ws than the Turks? I believe no Body will ſay 
bat they are; at leaſt thoſe of them that live 
der Abſolute Princes: On the contrary, it is 
prain, that as the Subjects of the Great Turk 
not more nſerable than thoſe of the Pope, 


= 
og 


neither are they more wicked, © 
Of all the Paſſions which belong to humane 
ture, Self-love-is the ſtrongeſt, and the Root 
all the reft ; of, rather all the different Paſ- 
ns are only ſeveral-Names for the” ſeveral” 
Whcrations of Self love, ge /f ove ſays the 
of r the 0 of one's 2 
f every Thing elſe for one town Sale: It mah; 

Man the Ela of bimſelf,' and t e of" 


—_— > 


3 7 


He obſerves, that Man is a Mixture'of- | 
# trarieties, imperious and ſupple, fihcere and 
. fearful and bold, merciful and cruel; He 
0 hi acrifice ever Pleaſart to the getting * 
bes, and all His Riches co Pleafure': He 


fond of his Preſervation, and yet ſometimes 
r after his O Deſtruction: He can flatter. 
ſe he hates, and deſtroy thoſe he loves. 
sis a Picture of Mankind; and they who 
chat it is a falſe one, ought to ſhew that they 
we a better. I haye ſometimes thought, 
t it was ſcarce poſſible to aſſert any thing 
cerning Mankind, be it ever fo d 
# bo evil, but fe will fore rue. er e 
I 


naturally 
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e Sun as che Inquiſtion: A Tribunal, againſt 
uch the moſt Innocent is not ſaſe, and g 
hich the moſt, virtuqus Men: are moſt expoſed; 
Tribunal, where all the Malice, all the ſaga- 
deus Cruelty, all. the. Bitterneſs, and all the 
ury and Falchoad of Devils ate exerted, | 
the  Tortures of Hell are imitated 
wadiiſed;- and yet this very Tribunal is ſo dear 
the People, tho; it texrifies them, enſlaves 
tem, and deſtroys them, that rather than part 
ith it, they would part with all that is left 
hem. Upon the Surrender of Barcelona, in 

e late War, the Inhabitants capitulated, that 


be Inquiſition ſhould not be taken from them: 
ro ed even here in England, we may remember 


be Time when Men have been knock d down 
ſaying that they had a Right to defend their 
hoperty by Force, hen a Fyrant attempted 
tob them af it againſt Law. To ſuch n 
ach of Stupidity and Diſtraction art Peaple 
be brougbt by thoſe; who belie Almighty 
5d, and ſalſify his Word to ſatiate worldly 
ide; and ſuch Dupes and Furies are Men to 
Roher ner on Lot u, ee 
Wl Every Thing is ſo perverted and abus d, and 
e beſt Things moſt, that a very wiſe Man © b 
10 but too much Rea ſon to ſay, that Truth | 
%% much Good in the Word, a5 the Apprar- 
d Pretence it did Evil... Thus the ſa- 
ng of Mens Souls is fo univerſally underſtood 
de a gred and glorious Blefling, that for the 
ike of it Men have, ſuffer'd, and do fuffer, 
higheſt Miſery and Bondage from the Im- 
tors w/ bo pretend to give it in the dark Parts 
| M 4 Parts 
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Parts of the World. And thus Civil Gove 
ment is the Defence and Security of hum: 


Tue Roman Senate could flatter and adore 
Nero and a Caligula; and the Roman Soldie 


Mankind, _ -- 


, ö " Y * I * * * * 
R 
+ 7 * — 
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( 
gBociety; and yet Dr. Prideau makes it 
Dou Siegle, . 570 thich- the Muli 
cevos From Government be ſufficient ts make amen 
for:the Calamities which it ſuffers from the Full 
Miſtake, and Male- Adminiſtration of theſe 1 
manage it. And thus, to come Home to a 
ſe Ivan a Project to pay a he — 
was - fo tempting, ſo popular and bl 
that almoſt every Body came into it; and y 
Te Conſequences ſpeak-themſelves. 


could butcher a Piſo and a Pertinax ; It is h 
to ſay which were the moſt guilty, the Sen 
while they worſhipped Tyranny, or the Arn 
while they deſtroyed. Virtue. So prone : 
Men to propagate publick Deſtruction 
perfonal Advantages and Security i I can ne 
think: without Horror and Trembling up 
that diſmal, that bloody Maxim of - Philip hh 
IId of Spain, That be would rather be Maſe 
4 Kingdom ruined, miſerable, and quiet, than 
& Kingdom rich, powerfnl, and turbulent. In p 
ſuance of this Maxim he made his Kingdom, 
Deſart, by deſtroying and expelling the mW; 
induſtrious of its Inhabitants, the Moor: : | 
Philip was very devout, and: would frequent 
waſh a Pilgrim's Feet; that is, he was v 
civil and charitable to an idle religious Strol 
and a cruel Enemy to the general Happinels 


This puts me in mind of the - Hiſtory 
John Naſiovitx, Great Duke of a 


* 
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Chriſtians, they uſe Men and. Chriſtians word 
then voy. — _ SY 
ter nce to read to a poor Chri 
2 who is famiſhed in his Chains, than tc 
the Dogs of the Street, which are fit for nc 
thing but to breed Infection. They will lo 
a poor Chriſtian. with Irons, and cover hin 
with Stripes, and think they do well and reli 
gioufly in it; and yet make it a Matter « 
Conſcience not to over-load a:Beaft of Bur 


In Popiſh Countries, in Cafes where Natur 


is left to itſelf, as much Compaſſion is ſhewi T 
for the Diſtreſſed as in other Places: EveiMhey 
Thieves, Robbers, and Murderers, are accom dati 
panied to the Gallows or the Wheel, wit non 
| Sighs and Tears, efpecially of the tender Sex N uap 
But when an unhappy Innocent is going to H reſt; 
burned, to be cruelly. and lowly burned, fever; 
bis Sincerity and Piety in ſpeaking Truth, anWhip 
reading the Bible himſelf, or teaching. it Nu R 
others; nothing is to be ſeen but a general JA r 
nor to he heard, but loud Cries; of | ApprobMnad, 
tion and Conſent ; and; all Pity, all Sympathie! : 
3s denied in an Inſtance which calls for thfnot! 
higheſt. Fell. a Spaniſb Lady of 3 PopiMon: 
Prieſt hang'd in England for Sedition or Mull + 


der, ſhe inſtantly falls into Tears and A gone f 
Tell her- of a Kinſman of hers burned for vere 
ny ing Tranſubſtantiation, ſhe gives Glory t 
God, and feels a ſenſible Joy, 

And, in Proteſtant Countries, how mat 
Men are t re, who cheat, ſtarve, and Oppre 
all their Life long, to leave an Kftate at the 
Death to religious Uſes? As if Men were! 


Wha 
f bu 4 ta 
18-5 
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be Rogues for God's Sake. | I have heard of 4 
Man, who having given half of his Eſtate to 
nend Highways, for the Good of his Conns 
y, ſaid, that he would willingly: give the 
uber half, that England had ne'er a S 'p nor 
Merchant, nor a Diflenter from the Church, 
belonging to it: Strange Inconfiſtency !- By 
i one Act of his, two or three Miles of Cauſe- 
ll vay were kept in good Repair; which was 
ur only a Kindneſs to Horſes Hoofs ; and: by ano- 
ber Act of his, he would have made all Eng- 
und miſerable and deſolarmee. 
The Hardſhips and Diſtreſſes of this Year, 
bew too manifeſtly the Rogueries and Depre- 
tations of the laft :' Villainy was let loofe a- 
nongſt us, and every Man endeavoured to en- 
mp and ruin anbther, to ehrich himſelf,” Ho- 
reſty was brow-beaten and driven into Cor- 
ders; Humanity was extinguiſhed ;' all Friend- 
ſhip was abolifhed ; and even the Diſtinction 
of Kindred and Ties of Blood were diſcarded : 
A raging - Paſſion for immoderate Gain had 
made Men univerſally and intenſely hard-heart- 
ed: They Were every where devouring one 
"8 :nother. And yet the Directors and therr Ac- 
WF complices, who were the acting-Inftramemts of 
due this- otttragions Madnefs and Miſchief, fer 
«WM for wonderful pious Perſons, while they 
ore defying Almighty God, and plundering 
len; and they fet apart a Fund of Subſcri 
tons: for Charitable Ufes That is, they merc 
tlly made a whole People Beggars, and charts 
reggably ſupported a few necefiitous' and worthleſs 
Favourites, 1 doubt not, but if the Villainy 
ud gone on with Succeſs, they-'would * 
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bad their Names handed down to Poſterity 
with Encomiums; as the Names of other pub- 
lick Robbers, have been! We have Hiſtorians 
and Ode-Makers now living, very proper for 
ſuch a Task, It is certain, that moſt People 
did, at one Time, believe the Directors to be 
great and worthy Perſons: And an honeſt 
Country Clergyman told me laſt Summer, up 
on the Road, that Sir Foby was an excellen 
publick;ſpirited Perſon, for thawke had beauti 
fed his Chancel. | | 
Upon the Whole, we muſt not judge of one 
another by our fair Pretenſions and beſt Actions; 
fince the worſt Men do ſome Good, and all 
Men make fine Profeſſions : But we muſt judg 
of Men by the Whole of their Conduct, and 
the Effects of it. Thorough Honeſty require 
great and long Proof; ſince many a Man, long 
thought honeſt, has at length proved a Knave 
And t ts from judging without Proof, or toc 
little, or falſe Proof, that Mankind continue 
unhappy. | 


1 am, &c. 


SIX. , 


1 


Deſign in this Lerter to lay before the Ton 

ſome Thoughts upon Libelling ; a Sort 0 
Writing that hurts particular Perſons, withou 
doing Good to the Publick; and a Sort © 
Writing much complained of amongſt vs 3 
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this Time, wich great Ground, but 
than is pretended. esa THT 4437 n 
A Libel is not the leſ a Libel for being true 
This may ſeem a Contradiction; bar it 15 nei: 
her one in Law, or in common Senfe : There 
ne ſome Truths not fit to be told; where, for 


& great Miſchief; or, where the Diſcoyery 
great Fault can do no Good, there ovght to 
be no Diſcovery at all: And to make Faul 
where there are none, is ſtill worſe; es 


of 
Faults 
| N 
nate and perſonal Failings ; and it is quite other- 
ie when the Crimes of Men come to affect 


gelte Publick. Nothing ought to be fo dear to 
Wu 2s our Country, and nothing ought to come 


ns n Competition with its Intereſts. Every Crime 


oMcainſt the Publick is a great Crime, tho” there 
be ſome greater than others. Ignorance and 
Folly may be pleaded in Alleviation of private 
MWOttences-; but when they come to be publick 
ditences, they lofe all Benefit of fach a Plea : 
e are then no longer to conſtder only to what 
uſes they are owing, but what Evils = 
ty produce; and here we ſhall readily find, 


enorance been the Parent of publick Confu- 
bon, 6&7: OR I TENT 
The expoſing therefore of publick Wicked- 
ls, as it is a Duty which every Man owes to 
ruth and his Country, carr never be a Liber 
n the Nature of Fhings; and they who call 
t ſo, make themſelves no Compliment. He 
ho is affronted at the reading of the Ten 
dmmandments, would make the * 
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e 


Example, the Diſcovery of a ſmall Fault may 


el But this Doctrine only holds true as to pri- 


bat Folly has overturned States, and private 
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a Libel if he durſt; but he tempts n zt the ar 
ſame Time to form a Eee Lie L 
and. Morals not at all to his Advantage: Wo- 4: 
ever calls publick and neceſſary Truths Libelis n 
does but apprize us of his own Character, and m1 
arm us with Caution againſt his De I 
doubt not bur if the late Directors bad been 
above thę Parliament, as they once though 

mſelves, they. would have called the Votes of 
the Houſa of Commons againſt them, : falſe an 
ſeandalous Lill... „nen dig 2121 320% 
©. Machiavel ſays, Culumm is pernicious, but' 4c 
cuſation beneficial to a State; and he fhews In 
ſtances where States have ſuffered or periſhed 
for not having, or for neglecting, the Power t 
accuſe. Great Men who were Criminals, or 
thought to be fo; and hence grew the Temp 
tation and Cuſtom of {landering and reviling 
which was the only Remedy the People had 
left them: So that the Evil of Calumny v 
owing to the want of Juſtice, and the People 
were more blameleſs than thoſe they reviled 
who having forced them upenia Licentiouſnek 
of Speech, did very-ynkindly, chide and punil 
rhem $or, uling it. . Slander is gertainly a ver 
baſe: and mean Thing + But ſurely it cannc 
be more pernicious to calumniate even goot 


Men, than not to be able to accufe ill ones. Ie 
I have lang thought, that the World are verWhanc 
much miſtaken, in their Idea and DiſtinctiogMente 
of Libels. It has been, hitherto generally un M 
derſtood, that there were no other Libels bu bat 
thoſe againſt Magiſtrates, and thoſe againffif tan 
private Men: Now, to me there ſeems to M Peop 
z © 


2 third Sort of Libels, full as deſtructive * 


al 
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any of the r. can poſlibly be; I mean. 
Lbes againſt the People. It was otherwiſe at 
Athens and Rowe ; Where, tho particular Men, 
and even rene Men, were often treated with 
much Freedom 'and Severity, when they: de- 
ſerved it; yer the People, the Body of the 
people, were ſpoken of with the utmoſt Re. 
rd and Reverence. agred” Pr. 65 of 
gard and R The ſacrad Privileges af 
the People, The' invialabie Majeſty ef the Heople, 
The awful. Aut hority of the People, and the una 
ralable Judgment of the Paople; were. Phrats 
common in theſe wiſe, great, and free Cities 
Other Modes of Speech are ſince grown fa» 
ſhionable, and popular Madnefs is now 
proverbial : But this Madneſs of theirs, when- 
ever it happens, is derived from external Cauſes 
Oppreſſion, they ſay, will make a wiſe Man maq; 
and Deluſion has not leſs Force: But where 
there are neither 2 nor Impoſtors 
te Judgment of the People in the Bufineſs ol 
Property, the Preſarvation of which is the 
principal Buſineſs of Government, does rarely 
er, Perhaps they are deſtitute of Grimgce, 
Myſtery, Rebnements, i Shrugs, Diſſimulatiom, 
ind Reſerve, and the other Accompliſhments 
of Courtiers : But as theſe are only Masks to 
conceal the Abſence of Honeſty and Senſe, 
the People, who poſſeſs as they do the Sub- 
tance, have Reaſon to deſpiſe fuch infipid and 
tontemptible. Shadows. Wi 44 22 
Machiavel, in the Chapter where; he proves 
at a Multitude is witer and more conſtant 
ban a Prince, complains, that the Credit the 
people ſhould be in, declines daily; For, fays 
be, every Man has Liberty to ſpeak what be pleaſer 


againſt 


Serre 
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againſt them; but againſt a Prince n Man tim ir 
talk without a thouſand: Apprehenſions and Dangers. t: 
T have indeed often wondered that the inveigh. Me: 
ing {againſt the Intereſt - of the People, andM 
calling their Liberties in Queſtion, as has been, ch 

de 

2 


and is commonly done amongſt us by old 
Knaves and young Fools, has never been made 
an expreſs rime. a 517187 At f 

- I muſt own, I know not what Treafon is, 
if ſapping and betraying the Liberties of 

People be not Treafon, in the eternal and ori. 
ginal Nature of Things : Let it be remember 
ed for whoſe Sake Government is, or could be 


appointed; and then let it be conſidered, who E 
are more to be regarded, the Governors or then 
Governed. They indeed owe one another mu ct 
tual Duties; but if there are any Tranſgreſſiong 4 
committed, the Side that is moſt obliged oughaMoth: 
doubtleſs to bear the moſt ;' and yet it is ſo farſWoke 


otherwiſe, that almoſt all' over the Earth, the 
People, for One Injury they do their Gover 
nors, receive Ten Thouſand from them : Nay 
in ſome Countries, it is made Death and Dam 
nation, not to bear all the Oppreſſions ani 
Cruelties, Which Men made wanton by Powe 
inflict upon thoſe that gave it them. 
The Truth is, if the People are ſuffered ti 

keep their own, it is the moſt they defire : B 
even this is a Happineſs which in few Plaee 
falls to their Lot; they are frequently robbed 
by thoſe whom they pay to protect them. 

know it is a general Charge againſt the Pec 
ple, that they are turbulent, reſtleſs, fickle 
and unruly: Than which there can be nothin 


more untrue; for they are only ſo, where the 
150 * 
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ire made ſo. As to their being fickle, it is ſo 


falſe, that on the contrary, they have almoſt 
ever a ſtrong Bent to e Collrins, and 


8 ſtrong a Partiality to Names and Families 
chat they have been uſed to: And as to their 
14 being turbulent, it is as falſe; ſince there is 
def tarce an Example in an Hundred Years, of 
ay People's giving Governors any Uneaſineſs, 


till their Governors had made them uneaſy : 
Nay, for the moſt part, they bear many Evils 
vithout returning one, and fſeldomi throw off 
heir Burthens fo long as they can ſtand under 
em. e r 4 O Urn . 
But intending to handle this Subject more 
u large in another Letter, I return more di- 
retly to the Buſineſs of Libelss. 
As to Libels - againſt Government, like all 
Wothers, they are always baſe and unlawful, and 
farMotten miſchievous ; | eſpecially when - Govertic 
rents are - impudentiy charged with Actions 
ind Deſigns of which they are not guilty; It 
8 certain, that we ought not to enter into the 
pivare Vices or Weakneſſes of Governors, any 
ther than their private Vices enter into their 
ublick Adminiſtration'; and when they do, it 
vill be impoſſible to ſtop! People's Mouths; 
ey will be provoked; and ſhew that they 
re ſo, in ſpight of Art and Threats, if they 
er Hardſhips and Woe from the private 
tifications of their Superiors, from whom 
bey have a Right to expect Eaſe and Happi- 
ß; and if they are diſappointed, they will 
e apt to deal very freely with their Cha- 
NS, HM! ee enen 
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Cenſure and Infamy attend Evil Doers, it wi 


Impunity, are likely to do moſt hurt to hul 


0 — 
Fa + 77 


258 CATOs LETTFERS. 
la Truth, moſt Libels are purely perſonal: 
they fly at Men rather than Things ;-which 
Proceeding is as injudicious as 4 is unmanly 
It is mean to be quarrelling aid "aces, Names 
and private Pleaſures ; Things perfectly indif 
ferent to the World, or Things out of a Man 
own Power; and *tis filly, as it ſhews thoſe we 
attack, that we attack them not for what the; 
do, but for what they are: And this is to pre 
voke them without mending them. All thi 
therefore, is Libelling; an Offence again 
which the Laws of almoſt every Country, -and 
rticularly of our own, having furniſhed 
.emedy in proportion to the Conſequence and 


Quality of the Perſon offended. And it is free 
juſt that Reputation ſhould be defended bi ban 
Law, as. that Property ſhould. make 


The Praiſe. of - Well:doing is the higheſt Re 
ward that worthy and diſintereſted Men aj 
at, and it is-villainous and ungrateful to ral 
them of it; and thoſe that do it, are Libeller 
and Slanderers. On the other Hand, whit 


be ſome Reſtraint, if not upon them, yet upo 
others, from following their Example: But 
Men are — . to do What they plea 
without hearing of it, or Hheing accountable {0 
it, Liberty and Law) will be loſt, tho” thei 
Names may remain. And whether activg wich 
edly with Impunity, or ſpeaking: falſely with 


mane-Society: and the Peace of the World, 
yore all the World to jadge: Common Equ 
ays they both ought to be puniſhed, tho! ne 
both alike, : A 
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* Mint t hey. uire ; Sete when, 
bey ſtrike at he” 25 of je Pi 85 
| are of theix Guilt is com 
f fee of a Prince is to defen id is People gi amd 
Weir Properties; an exce llent and a 55 
„ oce; which, where it is executed with Ho- 
zeſty and Diligence, deſerves the higheſt Ap- 
pauſe and Reward ; and whoever vilifies 46 
mduces him, is an, Enemy e and 
Mankind, and will be puniſhed. with the Ci 
Ent of all who love either. And yet it is 
ce poſſible in a free Country, to puniſh by 
| general Law any Libel ſo much as it de- 
res; ſince ſuch a Law, conſiſting of ſo many 
branches, and of ſuch vaſt Latitude, would. 
nake all. Writing whatſoever, how. innocent 
hever, and even all Speaking, unſafe, Hence 
| is that in Turkey, tho. Printing were permit- 
ed, it would be of no Uſe, becaufe. no Body 
yould dare to make any Uſe of it. 
As long as there are ſuch Things as Printing 
and Writing, there will be Libels: It is an Ev 
wilng out of a much greater Good. And as to 
boſe who are for locking up the Prefs, beck 
t produces Monſters, they, ought. to conſider 
hat ſo do the Sun and the Nie; and that it is 
mething better for the World to bear for 
erticular Inconveniences arifing from gener 
ffi ngs, than to be wholly deprived of th ire 
ater, 
"Of all Sorts of Libels, ſcur rilous ones [are 
tainly the moſt harmleſs and. contempti 
den Truth. ſuffers by Ill-Manners ; — 115 
3 prevent the Eick of Lies ; The 
Fr etter 
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Letter in the Saturday's Poſt of the 2-7th' paſt 
does,” I think, exceed all the Scurrifities T hay 
Either heard, or ſeen, from the "Preſs or the 
Pulpit. Nr One of it muſt ſurely be mad 
He talks as if Diſtraction were in his Head 
and a Firebrand in his Hand; and nothing c: 
be more falſe, than the Inſinuations he mak 
and the ugly Reſemblances he would draw 
The Paper is a Heap of Falſhood and Tres 
fon, delivered in the Stile and Spirit of Billin 
ate ; and indeed moſt of the Enemies to hi 
Majeſty's Perſon, Title and Government, have 
got the Faculty of Writing and Talking, asi 
ey had their Education in that Quarter. 
owever, as bad as that Letter is, (and, 
think, there cannot be a worſe) Occaſion, wil 
never be taken from ſcurrilous and traitero 
Writing, to deſtroy the End of Writing. We 
8 that i 8 ime, 7 7 been Me 
ying upon the Watch to ſtifle Liberty, und: 
a Pretence of ſuppreſſing Libels ; like the late 
King James, who having Occaſion for an Arm) 
to ſuppreſs Monmouth's Rebellion, would need 
keep it up afterwards ; becauſe, forſooth, othe 
Rebellions might happen, for which he w: 
eq eo” gre Canſe- enen e 
I muſt own, I would rather many. Libe 
ſhould eſcape, than the Liberty of the Pre 
ſhould be infring'd ; and yet no Man in Englin 
thinks worſe of Libels than I do: Eſpecial 
ſuch as bid open Defiance to the prefent Prote 
ſtant Eſtabliſhment: 7 | 
Corrupt Men, who have given fon rot 
Reproach, oy oe baſe and dark- Practica 
with the late Directors, being afraid of Trut 
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that affect them from the Preſs, may be deſirous 
oY tuning it vp: Bur honeſt Mens with cea 
e Reputations, which they know foul Mouths 
de cannot hurt, will always be for preſerving it 
een, as a ſure Sign Liberty, and a-Cauſe 
ny tool i. anthbdet 
The beſt Way to eſcape. th Virulence ot 
Libels, is not to. Sed E e 
2 (elf is not ſecure againſt; the Malignity 
eril Tongues, it is alſo ne to uni 
| Howeyer, it does not follow that t. 
Prefs is to be ſunk, for the Errors of. the P 
No body was ever yet ſo ridiculous to Propoſe 2 
Law for reſtraining People from travelling upon 
the Highway, becauſe ſome who uſed the High- 
yay committ . A n 4 
It is commonly ſaid, that no Nation in tl 
World would ſuffer ſuch Papers to come Abraa 


Wu England. ſuffers ; which is only ſaying, that 
n0 Nation in the World enjoys the Liter 
which England enjoys. In Countries where 

here is no Liberty, there can be no ill Effects 

of it, No body is puniſh'd at ee for 

Libelling: Nor is there any Diſtinction there 

etween the Liberty of the Preſs, and | 

entiouſneſs of the Preſz; a Diſtinction ever to 

& obſerved by honeſt Men and Freemen. . . . 
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Ce what "ow of: 4 Creature Ma don 
is, it is ſcaree poſſible to put him unde 


doe many „ when he is pofleſsd © 
t. Power: peer uſe it. Y 
2 act 1 . who; wh 


ny, 

Mat hi would uſe it ill, do incloſe hun 
certain Bounds, and rab it terrible in . 
Exceed them. 

Men that are above. all Fear; d iow | 
bove all Shame. - Nepte dort H. metif, ſno ti 
tum ingenio tebat ur, fays Tecitur of -Tiberi: 
re ch Neve bud Hv'@ 4'gregr while 22 3 | 

oully :' but 3 

he mah ＋ Mae 697 would he let 
Appetite for Blood, and committed Sees 11 
ty, ſuch monſtrous, ſuch unnatural Slayghte 
and Ourrages, as none but a Heart bent on th 
| —_ of a could have deviſed. 
| Counſels of Seneca and Burrbus were, fe 
ne Time, Checks u 59 85 Wolfſh Nature 
wh goed g he zppreben ed, that if he md 
direct · and downright War upon his Peop 
they would uſe — and make Reprizals 
But diſcovering, by degrees, that they wouk 
bear any thing, and his Soldiers would execu 
every thing, he grew into an open Dehanc 
with Mankind, and daily and wantonly wal 
lowed in their Blood : Having no other Ri- 
he ſeemed to rival himſelf, and every Daj 
Wickedneſs was blacker than another, 
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unity to 8 5886 10 
1 many Princes ini 
he World, —_— ve 155 more Blood, and 
lone more Miſchief to Mankind, than Nero did. 
[could initance in a. late One, ne; who , 1 
wore Lives thati ever Nero defer 
& Hundred fo One. It makes 0 5 oy 
bit — mit teck eties out of Cruel 
the ot only far his Glory; however t 
- may de 'deceived by the Change 
— into an Abhorrence of the One, and an 
Amiration of the other: It is all one to 
Nation, when they are to be {laughtered, whe- 
ter they. be ſlaughtered by the Hangman, or 
y Dragoons, in Priſon or in the Field; nor is 
indien better than Cruelty, when i ir begets 
Miſchiefs as great. 
It is nothing ſtrange, that Men, who think 
bemſelves unaccountable, ſhould act unac- 
puntably, and that all Men would be unac- 
ountable if they could: Even thofe who have 
wne' nothing to diſpleaſe, do not know but 
me Time or other they may; and no Matt 
ares to be at the intire Mercy of another. 
e it is, that if every Man had his Will, 
ul Men would exerciſe Dominion, and no Man 
vuld ſuffer it. It is therefore owing more to 
be Neceſſities of Men, than to their Inclina- 
that they have put themſelves under the 
Reſtraint of Laws, and appointed certain Per- 
ns, called Magiſtrates, to execute them; 
derwiſe they would never be executed, ſcarce 
1 Man — ſuch a Degree of Virtue as 
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willingly. to execute the Laws upen himfelf 
bur on the contrary, molt Men t nKI them 
* Gri Yance,. when they came to medd E yith 
themſelves and their Property. Suarum legy 
 euftor & everſor, was the Character of Pom 
he made Laws when they ſuited his Occaſions 
and, broke them when they thwarted his Wil 


nd it is the Character of almoſt every M 
are of ee intend 
for a Security to themſelves, and 
to others, IT his ſhews;the Piſtruſt thar Mer 
have of Men; and this made a great Philoſc 
pher call the State of Nature, a State of War 
which Definition is true in a reſtrained Senſei 
fince humane Societies and humane Laws 
the Effet of Neceſſity and Experience 
Whereas were all Men left to the boundleſs Li 
berty they claim from, Nature, every M 
would be interfering and quarrelling wit 
another; _ Man would be plundering th 
Acquiſitions at another; the Labour of on 
Man would be the Property of another; Weak 
neſs would be. the Prey of Force; and « 
Man's Induſtry would be the Cauſe of anothe 
1 
ence the ty of Government 
which was the mutual Contract of a Numbe 
of Men, agreeing upon certain Terms of Unic 
and Society, and putting themſelves unde 
Penalties, if they violated theſe Terms, which 
were call'd Laws, and, put into the Hands offi 
one or more Men to execute. And thus M 
uitted Part of their Natural Liberty to acqui 
ivil Security. But frequently the Remed 
prov d worſe than the Diſeaſe; and humane & 
Cle 
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ety had often no Enemies ſo great as their 
wn Magiſtrates; who, wherever they were 
ted with too much Power, always abus d 
t, and grew miſchievous to thoſe who made 
dem what they were. Rome, while ſhe was 
Fee, (that is, while ſhe kept her Magiſtrates 
yithin due * could defend herſelf againſt 
che World, and conquer it; but being en- 
ed, (that is, her Magiſtrates having broke 
teir Bounds,) ſhe could not defend herſelf 
ginſt her own ſingle Tyrants; nor could they 
gend her againſt her foreign Foes and In- 
„ers; for by their Madneſs and Cruelties 
ey had deſtroy'd her Virtue and Spirit, and 
ahauſted her Strength. This ſhews that thoſe 
lagiſtrates, that are at abſolute Defiance with 
Nation, either cannot ſubſiſt long, or will not 
fer the Nation to ſubſiſt long; and that 
whty Traytors, rather than fall themſelves, 
Il pull down their Country. | 
What a dreadful Spirit muſt that Man poſſeſs, 
bo can put a private Appetite in ballance. 
inſt the Univerſal Good of his Country, 
of Mankind ! Alexander and Ceſar were that 
of Men; they would ſet the World on 
t and ſpill its Blood, rather than not govern 
caligula knew that he was hated, and de- 
ed to be hated, but it did not mend him. 
int dum metuant : All the Monſter aim'd at, 
s to be great and terrible. Moſt of theſe 
frants died as became them, and as they had 
n d, by Violence; but that did not mend 
r Succeſſors, who generally earn'd the Fate 
oſe that went before them, before they 
warm in their Place. Invenit etiam Emu- 
OL. I. N log 


* ,: * — 
'f 


* 


266 CATOs LETTERS. 
los infelix nequitia : Quid ſi ſtoreat vigeatqi 
* If unfortunate Villainy thus finds 155 
* what ſhall we ſay, when it exalts its He 
and proſpers ?” *. $250] 
There is no Evil under the Sun but what 
to be dreaded from Men, who may do wh 
they pleaſe with Impunity : They ſeldom '« 
never ſtop at certain Degrees of Miſchief, wh 
they have Power to- go further ; but hurry « 
from Wickedneſs'to Wickedneſs, as far and: 
faſt as humane Malice can prompt h man 
Power. Ubi ſemel recto deerratum eſt, in jr, 
ceps pervenitur a reftis in vitia, a vitiis i at 
prava, a pravis in precipitia, ſays a Roman H 
ſtorian; who in this ſpeaks Truth, tho i 
other Inſtances he tells many Lies; I mean thi 
baſe Flatterer of Power, Velleius Paterculus, 
that when we ſee any great Miſchief commi 
ted with Safety, we may juſtly apprehendMi 
chiefs ſtill greater. | 
The World is govern'd by Men, and Me 
by their Paſſions ; which being boundleſs a 
inſatiable, are always terrible when they! 
not controuled: Who was ever ſatiated wi 
Riches, or ſurfeited with Power, or tired wit 
Honours ? There is a Tradition concern 
Alexander, that having penetrated to the Eaſte 
Ocean, and ravaged as much of this World 
he knew, he wept that there was never anot 
World for him to conquer. This, whether tn 
or no, ſhews the Spirit of the Man, andi 
deed of humane Nature, whoſe Appetites 2 
infinite. t Cas 7 er 2977 
People are - ruined” by their ' Ignorance 
humane Nature; which Ignorance 8 Lr 
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Credulity, and: too great a Confidence in part 
ticular Men; They fondly imagine that he, 
vho, | eſſing A great deal by their Favour, 
owes them great Gratitude, and all good Offices, 
vill therefore return their Kindneſs : But, alas! 
dab often are they miſtaken in their Favourites 
nd Truſtees ; who the more they have given 
neem, are often the more incited to take All, 
nd to return Deſtruction for generous U- 
ie. The common People generally think 
unt great Men have great Minds, and ſcora 
ue Actions; which rr is ſo falſe; 
. hat the baſeſt and wotſt of all Actions have 
| 
h 


keen done by great Men; perhaps they have 
picked private Pockets, but they have done 
ore, they have often diſturbed, deceived. and 
flaged the World: And he who is capable of 
ni e higheſt Miſchief, is capable of the meaneſt: 
li e who plunders a Country of a Million, of 
oney, would in ſuitable Circumſtances ſteal 

Ne Silver Spoon; and a Conqueror, who ſteals 
pd pillages a Kingdom, would, in an hum- 
4 Forman, rifle a Portmanteau, or rob an 
rr en enn $90: 1555 5 211101 
Political Jealouſy, therefore, in the People, 
ul neceſſary and laudable Paſſion, But in a 
iel Magiſtrate, a Jealouſy of his People is 

d Wt fo juſtifiable,' their Ambition being only to 
xfcrve themſelves; whereas it is natural for- 

to be ſtriving to enlatge it ſelf, and to 
encroaching upon thoſe that have none. 
e moſt laudable Jealouſy of a Magiſtrate, is 

be jealous for his People; which will,ſhew - 

be loves them, and has uſed them well: 
n to be- jealous of — Ae 
| 2 | & 
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puniſh'd with Death. And as to, wicked Men, 
their being accountable to God, whom they do = 
ot fear, is no Security to us againſt their Folly | 
ad Malice; and to ſay that we ought to have | 
v Security againſt, them, is ta inſult common | 
&nſe, and give the Lie to the firſt Law of Na- 
e, that ot Self. Preſervation. Humane Rea- 
Won ſays, that there is no Obedience, no Regard 
he to thoſe Rulers, who govern by no Rule but 
ir Luſt : Such Men are no Rulers; they are 
Nutlaws, who, b hr Defiance with God 
d Man, are protected by no Law of God, 
of Reaſon, By what Precept, moral or 
ine, are we forbid to kill a Wolf, or burn 
infected Ship? Is it unlawful to prevent 
ickedneſs and Miſery, and to reſiſt the Au- 
"Wors of them? Are Crimes ſanctify'd by their 
atneſs ? And is he who robs a Country, a 
wrders Ten Thoufand, leſs a Criminal. than 
who ſteals ſingle Gnineas, and takes away 
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den they V. or gain by the Oppreſlion 


I little, or but think themſelves hurt, they are | 
loudeſt of all Men, in their Complaints, and = 

moſt outragequs in their Bebaviour-: But | 

en others. are plundered, opprefs'd. and 

iber d, Complaints are Sedition; and to ſeck 

1 l Redrets 


appertains to God alone ; and no Man ough 
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Fraue is a poyſonoug and pert ions We . 
but moſt where it does moſt harm; 
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Redrefs is Damnation. - Is not this to be the pe 
b cone of All Wickedneſs and Falſhood? 
6 ' conchide';- Power, without! Controul 


to 3 truſted with what e o Man is equal tt Nor 
In Truth, there are fo m At ions, and Ih 7 
conſiſtencies, and ſo much elkſhneſs, belong 
ing to humane Nature, that we can ſcarce þ 
roo-much Neat our Guard againſt each othe 
<curity we can have that Men wil 

Honeſt, is to make it their-Intereft to 
Honeſt; and the beſt Defence we can hay 
againſt their being Knaves, is to make it ten 
ble to them to be Knaves. As there are man 
Men wicked in ſome Stations, who would þ 
innocent in others; the beſt Way is to mak 


Fre unſafe 1 in any ER. oh 
7 OS am, &c. 


p. S. Tn! Letter is che See af that upo 
Humane Nature; and Both are intended for a 


Introduction to a Paper I intend to write on 5 


Time or other, upon the Reſtraints which 
wile Nations put upon their ö : 


2 


4 . 35 1 
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which grows and 1 99 on What 


Courts. If few dare ſpeak the Truth to the 


Superiors, how ſhall be who has no Suf 


© PR 9 


er come to know the Truth? Perhaps there 
erer was an Inſtance in the World, where a 
prince was told the ſincere Truth in every 


ring which concerned him to know, 


by any 
bryant of his. Truth is of a plain Eg 
Nature, and- cannot be moulded into faſhion- 
ble Shapes; Truth is therefore "unfit to be a. 


1 Courtier : But Falſhood, being the Creature of 


the Imagination, is capable of bearing all mo- 
iſh and pleaſing Forms; Falſhood is therefore 


. agreeable Gueſt in Palaces. Jo illuſtrate 


bis, endleſs Examples might be brought, but 
nfortunate Princes are the moſt Pregnant Ex- 
mples. Galba, when he had loſt all, and no- 
ting remained to him but his Life, which he 
is alſo ſoon to looſe, had not one about him 
tell him his Condition and Danger; ſo cru- 
ly diſhoneſt were his Servants, Their Flat- 
y prevented the Means of his Preſervation ; 
N therefore were the firſt Murderers of their 
Maſter. 8 | 
Nothing more is neceſſary in order to be 
latter d, than to be uppermoſt, Galba was 
ted for his Avarice, and deſpiſed for his 
ge and Severity; and yet in Complaiſance to 
Emperor, Multitudes of People, and par- 
Icularly of Senators and Gentlemen, addreſſed 
im to put Ocho to death, and to baniſh 
ul his Accomplices: And a Rumour being 
pread, that Ortho was flain; the ſame Sett 
Flatterers run to the Palace with noiſy 
ngratulations, and deceitfully complained, . 
tat Fate had ſnatched the Uſurper from their 
engeance. = | 
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What Marks were here of Loyalty to Galla. * 
Perſon, and of Zeal and Firmneſs to his In Fl 
tereſt; and yet in ſo fmall a Space as two 
Hours after, Otho's Power having prevailed i 
Rome, Otho had their Hearts and their Accla 
mations in his Turn, and Galba's Death waz 
demanded of him with the ſame Importunity 
that the Death of Ortho had been demanded of 
Galba, and by the fame Men. 
A melancholly Leſſon of the vile Fraudulency 
of Flatterers, and of the Blindneſs of Prince: 


who truſt in them. Even Galba, Who was , 
thought Proof againſt Flatterers (adverſus blau 3 
dientes incorruptus) was deceived by them. * 
The Sieur Amelot de la Houſſaye, from whe in 
many of thefe Obſervations are taken, ſay; 
truly, that moſt Princes are better armed again}, - 
Fear than againſt. Flattery : Terrors animate T 
them, and Threats whet their Courage ; but Ft 
Flattery ſoftens their Minds and corrupts their * 


Manners; it makes them negligent and idle 
and forget their Duty. Corrupta mens afſidui 
adulationibus, lays Tacitus of Domitian : Beſides 
miſtaking Flattery for Complaiſance, (whic 
is a Sign of Affection) they think that thoſe 
who flatter them love them, and from that 
Deluſion come to truſt arid employ their molt 
dangerous Enemies. He further ſays, That 
Philip the TId of Spain was wont to interrupt 
thoſe who went about to flatter him, by fay 
ing to them roundly, Ceaſe trifling, and tell me 
what it concerns me to know : Words worthy ol 
all Princes, who are never entertained by thei 

Flatterers but with Things uſeleſs or pernicic 
If Princes never heard any Thing but * 
. 8 
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they ought to now, they would never hear 
Fatterers.: . b 1g . 31048 51097 1. brag. i 
lattery is a falſe and ſelhſh Thing, begot 
only by Fear or Favour; and having itſelf on · 
in view, it obſerves no Rule of Equity or 
Merit, but praifes and calumniates, juſt ac: 
cording as Men are exalted or depreſſed. Me- 
gray tells us, that as long as Henry the IIId of 
france built magnificent Monaſteries, 
lunged himſelf into Monkiſh Devotions, ill 
coming his Dignity, the Monks revered him 
8 a Saint, and called him one: But no ſooner 
yas the religious and ſeditious League formed 
zainſt him, but theſe godly Ingrates loaded 
- Whim with all the Reproaches and ill Names 
bey could deviſe ; Tyrant, Hypocrite, Mor- 
terer, and Abommable, were the Titles they 
Jae him; and at laſt they butcher'd him as 
Wn: Heretick : So eaſily can Flatterers make one 
ind the ſame Man a God or Devil; and ſo 
Ive is it that Flatterers love no Man, and only 
court the Fortunes of Men. Flattery is venal, 
nd atways goes to the beſt Bidder; and it is 
krvtte, and always crouches moſt ta thoſe who 
re uppermoſt, let them be what they will: 
Adulationi fedum Crimen Servitutis ineſi. Moſt 
of the Evil that Princes commit, comes from 
he Leſſons and Complaiſance of Flatterers, and 
b ſuch moſt Princes have owed their Ruan : 
ſew Princes would have done what many of 
em did, if their falſe Friends had not told 
hem they might do what they would: We 
are had many Inſtanccs of this at Home, and 
ere have been more Abroad. It would be a 
peat Advantage to Princes, if they would re- 
| N 5 member 
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member that there never was a Prince in the 
World but was flattered, and never à Prince 


but was hurt by Flattery, and many utter! 


undone by it; It has made good Princes bad; 
and bad worſe: By Flattery they have been 
brought to think themſelves more than Men 
and to act worſe than Brutes; and in fine, te 
tive and die as Beaſts of Prey live and die, ir 
Blood. Their Flatterers having madle them 
worſe than Men, adored them like Gods: But 
as Pliny ſays, Princi pum exitus docuit ne 4 dii 
Juidem amari niſi quos bomines ament. 
Their Buſineſs is to tell their great Patro 
what pleaſes him, tho* it deſtroys him; and 
when they have deprived him of all his Friends 
his Innocence, his Felicity, and his Poſſeſſion 
they leave him too; or having ruined his For 
tune, they take away his Life, which is thei 
laſt and beſt Civility ; for Flattery ends ever 
in Ingratitude, and often in Treaſon ; and fo 
Princes to be often diſtreſſed by thoſe whor 
they have obliged moſt, is nothing new. 

Flattery is always great, in proportion as 
Patrons are bad. And therefore Pliny ob 
that thoſe Emperors who were moſt hated 
were likewiſe moſt flattered; for he fay 
That Diſſimulation is more ingenious and 
* artful: than Sincerity, and Slavery than L 
* berty, and Fear than Love.“ Hence Fla 
tery is a Sign of Servitude, and inconſiſt 
with Equality, and with Liberty; the Offsprin| 
of Equality. It is indeed one of the Purpok 
of Flattery to make Men worſe; it gains b 
Corruption, .and lives upon Credulity, Folly 
and Vice, It is particularly at perpetual E 
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nity with Truth; and Flatterers are like Liars, 
not to be believed even when they fpeak Truth. 
have ſomewhere heard Flatterers compared 
t Thieves,” who break into Houſes by Night; 
the firſt Thing they do, is to extinguifh the 
Lights : So Flatterers, when they have beſet 
2 Prince, or any other Great Man, never 
fail to keep far from him all Light and Infor- 
mation. | 
Flattery is cruel, and gives bloody Coun- 
ſels ; and Flatterers are conſtant and mercileſs 
Calumniators : Every Word they do nor like, 
na Libel ; every Action that -diſpleafes them, 
s Treafon or Sedition : Where there are no 
Faults, they create them: The Crimes object- 
ed to the honeſt and excellent Thraſea Petus, 
vere fuch as theſe ; namely, That he ha 
never applauded Nero, nor encouraged others 
to applaud him; that when the Senate were 
running into all the Extravagancies of Flat- 
* tery, he would not be preſent, and there- 
„fore had not been in it for Three Years ; 
that he had never facrificed for Nero's charm- - 
ing Voice; that he would never own Ma- 
* dam Poppeea for a Goddeſs, ſhe who had 
* been Nero's Miſtrefs, and was then his Wife; 
that he would not vote that a Gentleman 
" who had made Satyrical Verſes upon Nero 
" ſhould be put to Neath, tho' he condemned 
"the Man and his Libel; but he con- 
" tended, that no Law made the Offence 
Capital; that they could not without Scan- 
dal, and the Imputation of Cruelty, puniſh 
with Death, an Offence for which the Laws 
bad already provided a Puniſhment than: Toon 
F milder.“ 
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* milder.” Theſe were the honourable and 
vigruous Crimes of that great and good Man; 
but they were then High Treaſon, and coſt 
him his Life. Memorable are the Words of 
Philip de Comines, ſpeaking of Court Flatterers: 
If a Six ny Tax 1s to be raiſed, they cry 
it ought bo | Means to be a Twelve. penny 
one. If the Prince is offended with any 
*© Man, they are directly for hanging him. In 
© other Inſtances, they maintain the ſame Cha. 
** rater. Above all Things they adviſe their 
** Maſter to make himſelf terrible; as they 
** themſelves are proud, fierce, and over. bear. 
ing, in hopes to be dreaded by that Means, 
as if Authority and Place were their Inheri- 
N. tance. | | 3-4 
As all honeſt Truths affect ſuch Men;;. what- 
ever is ſaid againſt ill Men, they conſtrue to 
he faid againſt them: And even when they 
are pratſed, they cry they are abuſed, and that 
ſuch Praife is rank Irony. Now all this is very 
impolitick: Good Men neither fear Libels, 
nor ſuſpect Applauſes to be Ironies. Pliny ſays 
juſtly ro Trajan, When I ſpeak of your Hu- 
c manity, Liberality, Frugality, Clemency, 
* Vigilance, Sc. 1 have no Apprehenſron that 
your Majeſty will think your ſelf reproached 
* with the contrary Vices But it was not 
ſo in ſome preceding Reigns, when Virtue was 
dangerous, and Truth capital, and every Book 
that contained either was burnt, and its Au- 
thor put to Death: By which violent and un- 


uit Proceeding, they hoped to ſhut up for 


ever Peoples Mouths, to aboliſh the Liberty 


of the Senate, and utterly to. extinguiſh . the 
$ Memories 
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Memories of good Men. Not ſatisfied with 
killing the Authors, — exerciſed their Rage 
ir Works, an 


u | appointed a unto 
called Trinmviri, to « Fruits of the 
greateſt Gemus's by Fire. 


[ have ſcarce ever heard of a more groſs or 
ingenious Piece of Flattery, than that of Vitel- 
lius to Caligula, upon the following Occaſion + 


ſome of the She-Deities, as well as he had his 
Siſters; he therefore asks Vitellius this Queſtion, 
Pray, Vitellius (ſays he) have you never ſeen me 
embrace the Moon ? O, Sir, fays the Paraſite, 
that is a Myſtery which none but a God, ſuch as 
your Majeſty, ought to reveal. Vitellius was one 


laudare mos eſt; who praiſe every 
Prince does, whether good or bad. Flattery 
therefore is never at the Height, till Liberty 
and Virtue-are utterly loſt ; and with the Loſs 
of Liberty, Shame and Honour are loſt. Ta- 
citus, who never mentions the Woes: of his 
Country, without. ſeeming to feel them, talk- 
ing of Sejanns, who having got the whole Ad- 
miniſtration into his Hands, 'was now the chief 


Idol at Rome, makes M. Terentias ſay, with In- 


hgnation, ©* We worſhipped his manumis'd 
* Slaves, and proſtituted our ſelves to his for- 
mer Footmen ; and to be accquainted with 
his Porter, was a mighty Honour. 

As Flatterers make Fyrants, Tyrants make 
flatterers; neither is it poſſible that avy Prince 
could be a Tyrant without them: He muſt 
lave ſervile Hands to execute his — — 


That mad Emperor had taken it into his Head 
to be a God, and thought he might debauch 


of thoſe, quibus principum honeſta _ — 
ing their 
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** milder.” Theſe were the: honourable and 
vigraous Crimes of that great and good Man 
but they were then High Treaſon, and coft 
him his Life. Memorable are the Words of 
Philip de Comines, ſpeaking of Court Flatterers + 
If a Six ny ax 15 to be raifed, they cry 
it ought * | Means to be a Twelve. penny 
one. If the Prince is offended with any 
Man, they are directly for hanging him. In 
© other Inſtances, they maintain the ſame Cha. 
** rafter. Above all ings they adviſe their 
* Maſter to make himſelf terrible; as they 
** themſelves are proud, fierce, and over-bear- 
ing, in hopes to be dreaded by that Means, 
as if Authority and Place were their Inheri- 
ce cance... | | 5 13 
As all honeſt Truths affect ſuch Men;;. what- 
ever is ſaid againſt ill Men, they conſtrue to 
he faid againſt them: And even when they 
are praĩſed, they cry they are abuſed, and that 
ſuch Praife is rank Irony. Now allthis is very 
impolitick : Good Men neither fear Libels, 
nor ſuſpect Applauſes to be Ironies. Pliny ſays 
juſtly ro Trajan, When I ſpeak of your Hu- 
*© manity, Liberality, Frugality, Clemency, 
* Vigilance, Sc. I have no Apprehenſron thar 
* your Majefty will think your ſelf reproached 
« with the contrary Vices But it was not 
ſo in ſome preceding Reigns, when Virtue was 
dangerous, and Truth capital, and every Book 
that contained either was burnt, and its Au- 
thor put to Death: By which violent and un- 
Juſt Proceeding, they hoped to ſhut up for 
ever Peoples Mouths, to abolifh the Liberty 
of the Senate, and utterly to extinguiſh , the 
Memories 
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Memories of good Men. Not fatished' with 
killing the Authors, they exerciſed their Rage 
upon their Works, and 1 Junto 
| Fruits of the 
greateſt Genius s by Fire. | 

I have ſcarce ever heard of a more groſs or 
ingenious Piece of Flattery, than that of Vitel- 
lius to Caligula, upon the fol lowing Occaſion + 
That mad Emperor had taken it into his Head 
to be a God, and thought he might debauch 
ſome of the She-Deities, as well as he had his 
Siſters; he therefore asks Vitellius this Queſtion, 
Pray, Vitellius (ſays he) have you never ſeen me 
embrace the Moon ? O, Sir, fays the Paraſite, 
that is a Myſtery which none but a God, ſuch as 
your Majeſty, ought to reveal. Vitellius was one 
of thoſe, quibus principum honeſta atque inboneſta 
laudare mos eſt; who praiſe every Thing their 
Prince does, whether good or bad. Flatterx 
therefore is never at the Height, till Liberty 
and Virtue-are utterly loſt ; and with the Loſs 
of Liberty, Shame and Honour are loſt. T2. 
citus, who never mentions the Woes: of his 
Country, without. ſeeming to feel them, talk- 
ing of Sejanrs, who having got the whole Ad- 
miniſtration into his Hands, 'was now the chief 
Idol at Rome, makes M. Terentias ſay, with In- 
hgnation, © We worſhipped his manumis'd 
* Slaves, and proſtiruted our felves to his for- 
mer Footmen ; and to be accquainted with 
his Porter, was a mighty Honour. 

As Flatterers make T'yrants, Tyrants make 
flatterers; neither is it poſſible that avy Prince 
could be a Tyrant without them: He muſt 
lave ferviie Hands to execute his —_ — 
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ſervile Mouths to approve it. It was with 
reat Fear that Nere ordered the Murder of 
his Mother, tho' he had wicked Counſellors 
enough to adviſe and applaud it; and when 
he had done it, he was thunderſtruck and gif. 
tracted with Apprehenſions of the Conſequences: 
But finding Flattery from all Hands, inſtead of 
Reſentment from any, he grew outrageouſ] 
abaridoned, and plunged into all Licentiouſneſs 
— Infamy : Had it not been for Flatterers, 

e Middle and End of his Reign might have 
been as good as the Beginning, than which 
there was ſtarce ever a better. 

I have faid enough to ſhew the Vileneſs and 
Miſchief of Flattery ; a Vice which has finally 
ruined many Nations, and many Princes, and 
one Time or other hurt all. Let us be thark- 
ful that we are not at the cruel Mercy of 
Flatterers, and have a Prince whom we firmly 
believe will never be led or perverted by them; 
we hope he will never have bad Counſel given 
him, and would reject it, if it were: We 
know his honeſt Purpoſes, and great Modera- 
- tion, and confefs with Gratitude, that during 
his whole Reign no Outrages have been com- 
mitted upon the Lives and Fortunes of any of 
his Subjects; and that the Protection of the 
Law has been as ſtrong and extenſive as ever 
it was or ought to be. I could ſay more, but 
I ſtop here ; for the greateſt Honour that can 
be done a Prince, is to ſuppoſe him above 

Flattery, and to avoid for his Sake the Appear- 
ance of it, when we ſpeak to him or of him. 


I am, &c. 
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SIX. | — 
7 H E Love. of one's Country, or Publick Spirit, 
is a Phraſe in every Body's Mouth; but it 
ſeldom deeper; it ts talked of without 
being felt: Some mention it without having 
od * at - a 4 — _ — 
which every es, and a t 
which one would = ſeem to be withour. 5 
Others, when they name it, intend only 
ſome r and ſelfiſh Gratification of their 
own: Thus with great Men it is Wealth and 
Empire, to do what they lift, and to get what 
they can; which is direct Faction, or promot- 
ing, under Colour of the Publick, thoſe Views 
which are inconſiſtent with it. Thus with the 
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n MW Trader and Artificer, it is the encouraging on- 
e h that Sort of Art or Ware in which he him- 


elf deals; and this is Monopoly and Engroſ- 
ling, ever miſchievous to the Public. 
In Popiſh Countries, it is Publick Spirit to 
build and beautify many Churches, at the Ex. "= 
pence of the poor People; who muſt alfo main- 
tain, at a further Expence, a long Band of 
luxurious Eccleſiaſticks, to play Tricks in 
them; or, in other Words, to keep the Heads 
and Pockets of their deluded Hearers as empiy 
as they can. It is moreover great Publick Spi- 
nit to adorn an old Skull with Pearl and Dia- 
monds, and to enrich a venerable rotten Tooth 
with Gold and Emeralds, of a Value ſufficient 
| to 


=—_ — 
- * 


— 


230 CAT Os LETTERS. 
to —— a _ — — by DR who 

t aps are ſtarved oing it. It is like- 
viſe very publick-ſpirited there, for a-Man to 
ſtarve his — and his Poſterity, to endow 
a Monaſtry, and to feed or rather gorge a Fra- 
ternity of Reverend Gluttons, profeſſed Foes 
to T'ruth and Peace, and the Proſperity of the 
World; Idlers, maintained to gormondize and 
deceive; This, forſooth, is Publick Spirit; 
ro rob the Country: of its Hands, to rear up 
a pernicious and turbulent Mob of Drones, in 
Principles deſtructive of Liberty, and to bring 
up Enemies to a Country at its own Charges. 

In Arbitrary Countries, it is Publick Spirit 
to be blind Slaves to the blind Will of the 
Prince, and to {laughter or be ſhughtered for 
him at his Pleaſure : But in Proteſtant Free 
Countries, Publick Spirit is another Thing ; 
it is to combat Force and Deluſion; it is to 
reconcile the true Intereſts of the Governed and 
Governors; it is to expoſe Impoſtors, and to 
reſiſt Oppreſſors; and it is to maintain 
People in Liberty, Plenty, Eaſe, and Secu- 
rity. ket | | 


every laudable Paſlion, and takes in Parents; 
Kindred, Friends, Neighbours, and every 
Thing dear to Mankind; it is the higheft Vir- 
tue, and contains in it almoſt all others; Sted- 
faſtneſs to good Purpoſes, Fidelity to- ones 
Truſt, Refolution in Difficulties, Defiance of 
Danger, Contempt of Death, and impartial 
Benevolence to all Mankind. It is a Paſſion 
to promote univerſal Good, with perfonal Pain, 
Lols, and Peril: It is one Man's oo? for 

: any, 


This is Publick Spirit; which contains in it 
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* and the Concern of every Man for 


All. PA HEB + 
Conſider this Picture, O ye great Patriots 
and Guardians of the Earth, and wry if you 
reſemble-it ! Whom have ye exalted for, his 
own Merits, and whom caſt down for the Sake 
of your Country? What Advantages have you 
acquired to vour Nation, with, Loſs to your 
ſelves; and have your People's Loſſes never 
been your Gains ? „ 
Out of England, theſe Queſtions cannot well 
be * wered; nor could they in England for- 
merly. - „ 
It my Character of Publick Spirit be thought 
too Heroick, at leaſt for the living Generation, 
who are indeed but Babes in that Virtue; I 
will readily own, that every Man has a Right, 
and a Call to provide for himſelf, to attend 
upon his own Affairs, and to ſtudy his own 
Happineſs. All I contend for is, that this Du- 
ty of a Man to himſelf be performed ſubſe- 
quently to the general Welfare, and conſiſtently 
with it. The Affairs of All ſhould be minded 
preferably to the Affairs of One, as every Man 
s ready to own when his own Particular is 
embark'd with the Whole; as indeed every 
Man's will proye to be ſooner or later, tho? 
for a while ſome may thrive upon the publick 
Ruins, but their Fate ſeldom fails to meet 
with them at laſt, them or their Poſterity. 
It is a favourable Sign of Publick r 
zal tbo' not a certain Sign, when the Intereſt and 
20 221 of Men riſe and encreaſe together; 
and there is Policy and Wiſdom in it. He 
fox vho acquires Money in ſpight of Fame, pare 
car 
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dear for his Avatice, while it returns him Ha! 
tred and Curſes, as well as Gold; and to be 
rich. and . deteſted, is to me no pleaſing Cha- 
racter. The ſame holds true in Regard to 
Ambition and every other Paſſion, which 
breaks its Bounds; and makes a Captive of. its 
Owner. It's ſcarce poſſible to be a Rogue and 
be beloved; and when Men are arrived to an 
Inſenſibility of popular Cenſure and Opinion 
concerning their Honeſty and: Diſhoneſty, it is 
a Sign that they are at a Defiance with the 
Community where they live, and that the reſt 
'ought to be upon their Guard againſt them; 
they do as it were cut themſelves off from the 
. and teach the People what to call 
. | 
It is true that great ill Men never fail to 
have great Court paid to their Fortunes; which 
Court, their own Self. Love always conſtrues 
to be paid to their Perſons : But there is a 
Way to undeceive them, and it often happens; 
let them but ſink into Meanneſs, and they will 
ſoon find themſelves ſunk into Contempt, which 
is the End of Hatred when the Object of Ha- 
tred diminiſhes. | 1 2 
There is a Sort of Men found almoſt every 
where, who having got a Set of gainful and 
favourite Speculations, are always ready to 
* and enforce them, and call their . 
o Publick Spirit, tho it often turns the Worl 
topſ) y-turvy : Like the mad Monk at Heidelberg, 
who was for knocking every Man on the Head 
who did not like Meniſh Wine, which it. ſeems 
was his beloved Liquor; and perhaps be 
thought it was as reaſonable to make al 10 
or 
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World ſwallow Rben;ſh, as to make them fwal- 
3 | WES, . 

Opinions, bare Opinions, ſignify no more to 
the World, than do the ſeveraĩ Taſtes of Men; 
and all Mankind muſt be made of one Com- 
plexion, of one Size, and of one Age, before 
they can be all made of the ſame Mind. Thoſe 
Patrons therefore of dry Dreams, who do Miſ- 
chief to the World to make it better, are the 
Peſts and Diſtreſſers of Mankind, and ſhut 
themſelves out from all Pretence to the Love 
of their Country: Strange Men! They would 
force all Men into an abſolute Certainty about 
abſolute Uncertainties and Contradictions; they 
would aſcertain — without removing 
them; and plague and puniſh Men for having 


but five Senſes. n 03 DILL 
I would aſſert another. Propofition, as true 


is the laſt, *tho* it may ſeem ſtranger ; namely 
That the taking a Thouſand or Ten Thouſan 
Pounds a Year, for 'the Merit of helping ta 
draw a Hundred Times as much from the 
People, is not Publick Spirit, whatever Uſe 
may call it; and to graſp at All, and put a 
whole Country in two or three Pockets, is a 
Sort of Publick — which I hope in God 
never to ſee, tho? there have been Nations wha! 
have ſorrowfully felt lt. 
As Liberty can never ſubſiſt without Equa- 
lity, nor Equality be long preſerved without 
an Agrarian Law, or ſomething like it; ſo 
when Men's Riches are become immeaſureably 
or ſurprizingly great, a People who regard: 
their own Security, ought to make a ſtri&d 


laquiry how they came by them, and oblige 
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them to take down their own Size, for fear of 
terrifying 2 or maſtering it. In 
every Country, and under every Government, 
particular Men may be too richt. 
If the Romans had well obſerved the Agrari 
Law, by which the Extent of every Citizen's 
Eſtate was aſcertained, ſome Citizens could 
never have riſen ſo high as they did above 
others, and conſequently one Man would never 
have been ſet above all the reſt, and have 
eſtabliſhed, as Ceſar did at laſt, a Tyranny in 
that great and glorious State. I have al- 
ways thought that an Enquiry into Men's 
Fortunes, eſpecially monſtrous Fortunes rais d 
out of the Publick, like Milton's Infernal Pa- 
lace, as it were in an Inſtant, was of more Im- 
portance to a Nation, than ſome other Enqui- 
ries which I have heard of. 1 
But, will ſome ſay, is it a Crime to be rich? Ip. 
Ves, certainly, at the _ Expence, or to i v. 
the Danger of the Publick. A Man may be d 
too rich for a Subject; even the Revenues of I E. 
Kings may be too large. It is one of the Effects WW he 
of Arbitrary Power, that the Prince has too WW... 
much, and the People too little; and ſuch In- I + 
equality may be the Cauſe too of Arbitrary WW 
Power. It is as aſtoniſhing as it is melancholly, N 
to travel through a whole Country, as one may BW 11 
through many in Europe, gaſping under end. fe 
leſs Impoſts, and groaning under Dragoons and 
Poverty, and all to make a wanton and luxuri- 

ous Court, filled for the moſt, with the work 

and vileſt of all Men. Good God! What 
Hard. heartedneſs and Barbarity, to ſtarve . 
haps half a Province, to make. a gay Gar _ 


5 ** r * 
a 
1 _ 


And yer ſometimes even this groſs Wickedneſs 
is called Publick Patte, becauſe forſooth a 
few Workmen and Labourers are maintained 


out of the Bread and the Blood of half a 


Million. 3 
In thoſe Countries, was the Judgment of the 


people conſulted, Things would go better: But 
they are deſpiſed, and eſteemed by their Go- 
vernors happy enough, if they do not eat Graſs; 
and having no Repreſentatives, or Share in the 
Government, .'they. have no Remedy.. Such 
indeed is their Miſery, that their Caſe would 
be greatly mended, if they could change Con- 
ditions with the Beaſts of the Field; for then 
being deſtin'd to be eaten, they would be bet- 
ter fed: Such a Misfortune is it to them that 


their Governors are not Cannibals ! Oh happy 


Britain! may ſt thou continue ever ſo! ..'- -._ 

For a. Concluſion : As the Preſervation of 
Property is the Source of National Happinefs, 
whoever violates Property, or leſſens or en- 
dangers it, common Senſe ſays, that he is an 
Enemy to his Country, and publick Spirit ſays, 
he ſhould feel its Vengeance, As yet in England, 
we can ſpeak ſuch bold Truths; and we neyer 


dread to ſee the Day, when it will be ſafer for 


ome Marr to be a Traytor, than for another 


Man, or for a whole People, to call him ſo. 


Wherever Publick Spirit is found dangerous, 
r oP ' . Jan, &c. 
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Oyalty is a very good Word; but, like 
molt others, being wreſted firſt by Deſign, 
and afterwards by Ignorance and Cuſtom, from 
its original and virtyous Signification, does now 
frequently bear a very bad one. In an honeſt 
Senſe, and indeed in common Senſe, it means 
no more than the ſquaring our Actions by the 
Rules of good Laws, and an Attachment to a 
Conſtitution ſupported by ſuch : And the French 
Word Loyaute, comes from another French Word, 

which ſignifies Law. 1% „ HAS Coen 
Other Ir have been ſince father d up- 
on that Word, ſuch as it abhors. To bear 
ſtupidly the wild or deliberate ill Acts of à Ty. 
rant, overturning all Law, and to aſſiſt him in 
it, has been impiouſly called Loyalty ; tho' it 
was all the while on the other Side: As it is the 
very Office and Genius of Loyalty to defend 
Law, Virtue, and Property, and to pull down 
as Traytors and Diſloy aliſts, all Who aſſault 


* * . 
* 
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' Whoever is lawleſs, is diſloyal; and to boaſt 
of Loyalty to Diſloyalty, is ſtrange Nonſenſe ; 
a Paradox firſt invented by folemn and perni- 
cious Pedants, whoſe Trade it is to pervert the 
Uſe · of Words, and the Meaning of Things, 
to abuſe and confound the humane Underſtand- 
ing, and to miſlead the World into Miſery and 


Darkneſs. A 
| Io 
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To obey: a Prince, who does himſelf o 

the Laws, is Confefled' on all Hands to Re 
alty : Now, from hence, one would naturally 
think, that by every Rule of Reaſon, it might 
be inferr'd, that to obey one who obeys no 
Law, is a Departure from all Loyalty, and an 
Outrage committed upon it; and that both he 
who commands, and he who obeys, are Out- 
laws and Difloyaliſts : And yet theſe ſame un- 
godly Pedants ſhall maintain it to your Face, 
that tho Loyalty conſiſts in obeying a good 
Prince, yet it alſo conſiſts in the very contrary, 
and in obeying a wicked Prince; who, tho' he 
s an Enemy to God, yet he is the Vicegerent. 
of God; and tho' he commits all Wickedneſs, 
yet he does it by divine Right; and tho? it is a 
din to obey him, yet it is a damnable Sin to 
refiſt him; and in ſhort, that all the Inſtru- 
ments and Partners of his crying Crimes, are 
Loyaliſts, and all who defend Law, Virtue, 
and Mankind againſt ſuch Monſters, - are Re- 
bels, and aſſuredly damned for preventing or 
teſiſting Actions which deſerve Damnation: 
And thus Men become Rebels, by acting virtu- 
oully againſt the worſt of all Rebels, wo are 

—— by no Conſideration, humane or 

vine. 7 ö L + ® Sos © 
Was ever ſuch Impudence, Impiety, and 
Nonſenſe broached amongſt Pagans? In Truth, 
they never would have been broach'd' amongſt 
Chriſtians, had not Sanctity been made a Cloak 
for thoſe who ſold Godlineſs for Gain, and pro- 
pagated Impoſture at the Price of all that was 
Wtuous and ſacred,  ' © * * 


* 
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.. Diſloyalty'is indeed rarely the Crime of Sub- 
jects and private Men; and they who charge it 
moſt upon others, are they who practiſe it moſt 
themſelves. King Richard the Second, and 
Edward the Second, were the greateſt Rebels in 
England in their own Time: And the greateſt 
Rebel in all Italy, is the Pope. Every lawleſs 
Prince is a Rebel, and the Grand Seignior is the 
greateſt that is or can be in his own Dominions. 
t is true, he is bound by no written Law; but 
in this very Thing he is a Rebel: No Man 
ought to be exempt from the Ties of Laws; 
and the higher any Man is, the more Ties he 
ought to be under. All Power ought to be 
ballanced with equal Reſtraints, elſe twill cer- 
tainly grow miſchievous: He who knows no 60 
Law, but his own Luſt, ſeldom obſerves any dd 
other. Beſides, there are ſuch Things as the % 
eternal Laws of Mercy, Juſtice and Truth, lie 
legible by every Man's natural Reaſon, when Wc. 
it is not blinded by Craft; and whoever ob- mr 
ſerves not theſe, let him be called by what Noon 
Name. he will, is a Rebel to all the Worid, per 
and it is Loyalty to all the World to purſue him 
to Deſtruction. | „ | 
Brutus, who expell'd the royal and rebellious 
Race of the Tarquins, was the moſt loyal Man 
in, Rome; and his Sons, who would have re- 
ſtored them, were the greateſt Rebels in Rome: 
The Roman by. ui therefore ated juſtly, when 
they rewarded the Father with the chief Ma- 
iſtracy; and the Father acted juſtly; when he 
crit the Traytors of his own Loins to 
the Liberties and Reſentments of the Roman 
People, 


Some 
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Some play with the Words Sovereign and 
$ubjeft, and divert themſelves with the Ridicule 
of Obedience reſiſting Command: Bur their 
Wit and Reaſoning are alike wretched, whether 
they proceed from Ignorance or Diſhoneſty, as 
3 do from both; as if the World were 


| 
; 
so be guided by Sound rather than Senſe in 
Things eſſential to its Well-being. The higbeſt 
nnd firſt Sovereignty is in the Laws, of which 
te Prince has only the Sovereign Execution: 
n other Words, it is his Office and Duty to ſee 
Je Laws obeyed; an 2 which 
| — their Superiority and his own Sub- 
101. ' 1 = S 
A learned Prince, who knew not much of 
o Government, and practiſed leſs than he knew, 
dd yet own, that a Ning is only the chief Ser- 


vant of the State, The Law ought to be the 
h, N Meaſure of his Power and Actions, as much as 
n of any private Man's, and more; as his Ex- 
b- umple is of greater Influence, and as his Op- 
at Wrortunities and Temptations to break them are 
d, Wrrexter than any private Man's can be: And 
m the only juſt Reaſon that can be aſſigned —4 
thoſe Crimes which. are puniſhed with Deat 
na Subject, have been often committed with 


an Winpunity by a chief Magiſtrate, was, becauſe + 
_ he Station . he was in gave him ſuch Strength, - 


nd ſuch a Party, that to have puniſhed him, - 
en he Publick Quiet-muſt have been riſqu'd or 
ken: And as to the inferior great Traitors, 
de Wh: Gain of their Crimes and Partners of their 
uit protected them. 


n Exalted Wickedueſzi is the ſafeſt: I could 
"me i VOL 1. liſh Reign, G. which, for above 


Twenty 
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Twenty Years together, there ſcarce paſs'd 5 
Week in which the Prince did not- venture his 
Crown, and his Miniſters forfeit their Heads, 
And yet not one of theſe Forfeitures were 
exacted: So corrupt and wicked was the Go- 
vernment, and fo tame and acquieſcing were the 
People. Indeed the People do inevery Country 
deſerve the beſt Uſage, and in almoſt all meet 
with the worſt : Their Lot is very hard and 
unequal : They often pay Millions, not only 
in their own Wrong, but 1 — to 
ſtrengthen the Hands of their Oppreſſors : 
And this they generally do, without fo much 
as a Tumult; and yet for one of them to 
Coin a Silver Six pence, is Death and Con- 
Eſcation, - - - 3 — 

Theſe Things are obvious; and yet how 
little are they conſider' d! It is ſafer for a great 
Man to rob a Country, than for a * one to 
ſteal a Loaf: But the Wages of Villainy pro- 
tect Villains, and Juſtice is only blind where 
the Object is naked But theſe are on 
Complaints, which we hope we Britons will 
never have Cauſe to make. A 

We have been formerly ſtunn'd with the 
big Word Prerogative, by thoſe who contend 
for Unlimited Loyalty : Men, who while the 
reſerve to themſelves a Right to be the mo 
turbulent of all Subjects, would make all others 
the tameſt, and the blindeſt of all Slaves. But 
| what Prerogative do they mean? I know no 
Prerogative in the Crown, which is not at the 
ſame Time a certain Privilege of the People, 
for their Sake granted, and for their Sake to be 
exerted : And whete a Prerogative is — in 
ER | tion 
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' Oppoſition to the Rights and Intereſts of the 


People, ſo far a Tyrangy is claimed; Tyranny 
being nothing elſe but the Government of one 


Man, or of a few Men, over many, againſt 


their Inclination and Intereſt : And where Pre- 
rogative is exerciſed more to the Hurt than 
the Good of the Governed, it is no longer 
Prerogative, but Violence and Uſurpation ; 
and therefore, in England ſeveral Prerogatives 
have from Time to Time been taken from 
= Crown, becauſe the Crown had. abuſed 
em. 

A certain Britiſh King was wont to ſay, That 
ſo long as he could make Biſhops and Judges, he 
would have what Law and Goſpel he pleaſed — An 
impious and arbitrary Saying, and a bold one 
coming from a Prince of ſo mean a Spirit, go- 
verning a brave and a free People, who were 
diſgraced by his profuſe and ridiculous Reign, 
which is one of thoſe that ſtain our Annals. 
But for all the Abſurdity of his Government; 
and the Smallneſs of his Soul, he found him- 
ſelf able, by the Aſſiſtance of Sycophants, to 
multiply and entail many Evils upon theſe 
Kingdoms. It is certain, that he and ſome of 
bis Poſterity found ſuch complaiſant. Biſhops 
and Judges, that the Religion and Politicks of 
the Court were generally the Religion and Po- 
liticks of Weſtminſter-Hall, and of Henry the 
VIIth's Chappel: Abſolute Power in the Crown 
= pleaded and granted in both thoſe folemn 

aces. WE we 

So wicked and mercileſs a Thing is Self- 
Intereſt ! Thoſe grave Men, who were by 
Profeſſion the Guardians of Truth and Law, 

; | O12 gave 


292 CATOs LETTERS. 


gave up both, to keep Preferment, or to acquire 
it. How little are Men to be truſted, 54 
little does Religion bind them! They can break 
the ſtrongeſt Bands, violate the moſt awful 
Oaths, and commit the moſt horrid, moſt ex. 
tenſive Treacheries, for the vileſt and moſt un- 
certain Gratifications. I am therefore ſeldom 
ſurpriz'd to hear of the moſt aſtoniſhing Things 
and Events, whether they be publick Depre. 
dations and Maſſacres, or private Treacheries 
and Parricides ; having my Mind conſtantly 
fill'd with Examples that anſwer them, or ex- 
ceed them, tho” perhaps they are not exactly 
of the ſame Nature. | 

It is certain, that . Councellors, 
and Clergy, who have a judged a diſpenſing 
and lawleſs Power to Kings, had, each of them, 
the Guilt of a Thouſand private Murderers 
upon his Head: They, as it were, ſign'd a 
dead Warrant for their Country; and as much 
as in them lay, made themſelves the Authors of 
Univerſal Barbarity, Slavery, Infamy, and 
Wretchedneſs, and of every other Evil and 
. Wickedneſs which is produced by that great 
Source of all Evil and Wickedneſs, Arbitrary 
Power. | 

Of this we are ſure, that the leaſt Publick 
Guilt is greater than the greateſt Private Guilt: 
Let every Man concern'd in Publick Truſt, 
every where, conſider this, and examine his own 
Heart : Every Step a publick Man takes, every 
Speech he makes, and every Vote. he gives, 
may affect Millions. Whoever acts in a you 
Station againſt his Conſcience, might perhaps 
with more Innocence carry a Dagger, and like 
Old Muly (tab Twenty Men a Day. Now 
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Now were theſe Judges and Councellors, 
above-mentioned, Loyaliſts? Tes, doubtleſs, 
if there are ſuch Things as Loyal Traytors. 


For, even fuppoling Loyalty center'd wholly in 


the Perſan of the Prince, than which nothing 
can be more falſe ; yet even here it loſes its 
Name, ſince it is doing him the higheſt Un- 
kindneſs, as it ſeparates him from his People, 
and their Hearts from bim, and as it tempts 
him to Evil, loads him with Infamy and Guilt, 
and leſſens his Security; in truth, fuch Loyalty 
is Perfdiouſneſs and Flattery, and has coſt many 
Princes their Lives and their Kingdoms. 

No good Prince will pretend that there is 
any Loyalty due to him further than he himſelf 
is loyal to the Law, and obſervant of his Peo- 
ple, the Makers of Kings and of Laws. If 
any Man, miſled by Sound and Deluſion, 
doubts this, let him conſider what is the De- 
ſign of Magiſtracy, and what the Duty of 
Magiſtrates ; and if he has Reaſon in him, he 
will find that his Duty is only due to thofe who 
perform theirs; that Protection and Allegiance 
are reciprocal ; that every Man has a Right to - 
defend What no Man has a Right to take : 
That the Divine Right of Kings, if they had 
it, can only. warrant them in doing Actions that 
are Divine, and cannot prote them in Cruelty, 
Depredation and Oppreſſion: That a Divine 
Right to act wickedly, is a Contradiction and 
Blaſphemy, as it is Maledictio Supremi Numinis, 
a Reproach upon the Deity, as if he gave any 
Man a Commiſſion to be a Devil: That a 
King, in compariſon with the Univerſe, is not 
ſo much as a Mayor of : Town, in Ay 
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with Kingdom; and that, was Mr. Mayor 
called King, it would give him no new Right; 
or, if a King was only called Mr, Mayor, it 
would not leſſen nor abrogate his old Juriſdicti- 
on: That they are both Civil Officers, and 
that an Offence in the Leſſer is more pardonable 
than an Offence in the Greater: That the 
Doctrines of unbroken hereditary Right, and 
of blind Obedience, are the Flights and For- 
geries of Flatterers, who bely Heaven, and 
abuſe Men, to make their own Court to Power, 
and that not one of them will ſtand the Tryal 
himſelf ; and in fine, that Government, honeſt 
and legal Government, is Imperium Legum nen 
Hominum, the Authority of Law, and not of Luſt, 

Theſe are the Principles upon which our 
Government ſtands, and the Principles upon 
which every free Government muſt ſtand ; and 
that we Britons dare tell ſuch Truths, and pub- 
liſh ſuch Principles, is a glorious Proof of our 
C ivil and Religious Freedom: They are Truths, 
which every Briten ought to know, even Chil. 
dren and Servants : They are eternal Truths, 
that will remain for ever, tho' in too many 
Countries they are dangerous or uſeleſs, or little 
known: They are Truths, to which we are 
beholden for the preſent Succeſſion, and the 
1 mild Adminiſtration; and they are the 


Engpliſh Liberty. 

1 have done, I would take Notice of 
another Miſtake very common, Concerning 
Loyalty: It is indeed a Trick more than 2 


Miſtake ; I mean of thoſe who would aflert, 
or rather create a Sort of Loyalty to * 


5517 of Engliſh Loyalty, as well as of 
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and make every Thing which they do not like, 

an Offence againſt their Maſter. 
How endleſs are the Arts and Inſtances of 

Deceiving! And yet the ſtaleſt Artifices are ſtill 


new. The Above is a Method, which bad 


Miniſters have ever taken, but which good 
ones want not: Innocent Miniſters. will never 
roſtirute the Name and Authority of the 
— to protect their own Faults and Miſtakes; 
and every wiſe and indifferent Man will be for 
preſerving him from the Imputation of the 
Guilt and Folly ot his Servants, who, when- 
ever they are for thruſting in their Maſter be- 
tween themſelves and the Cenſure or Odium of 
their own Actions, do at once acknowledge 
that their own Actions are evil, and that they 
would barbarouſly and ungratefully make a 
Screen of their Sovereign, and ſave themſelves 
upon his Ruin or Diſgrace. 
What can be more vile, what more difloyal 
than this! And yet who were louder in their 
Prate about Loyalty, than the worſt 'Miniſters 


have ever been; even while they were weakening 


their Maſter's Hands, creating him Enemies, 
and ſetting him at Variance with his People ? 
This is fo true, that it has been ſometimes im- 


poſſible ro love the Prince without abhorring 


his Servants, and to ſerve them without hurt- 
ing or abuſing him. And yet while they were 
By loyally undoing him, it was forſooth high 
Diſloyalty to refiſt or expoſe them. Who- 
ever would recollect Inſtances of this, need not 
go out of Europe, nor above Forty Years back- 
wards: And for Inſtances at Home, as we can find 


no preſent ones, we fear none that are future. 


Q4 I am, &c. 
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FT HE following are the Sentiments of 
Mr. Sydney: I know *tis objected, that 
he is a Republican; and *tis diſhoneftly ſug- 
geſted that J am a Republican, becauſe I] com- 
mend him as an excellent Writer, and have 
taken a . or two out of him. In anſwer 
to this, I ſhall only take Notice, that the Paſ. 
ſages I take from him are not Republican Pal: 
fages, unleſs Virtue and Truth are Republican: 
at Mr. Sydney's Book, for the Main of it, ts 
eternally true, and agreeable to our own Con- 
ſtitution, which is the beſt Republick in the 
World, with a Prince at the Head of it: That 
our Government is a Thouſand Degrees nearer 
a kin to a Commonwealth, (any Sort of Com- 
-monwealth now ſubſiſting, or that ever did 
ſubſiſt in the World) than it is to Abſolute 
Monarchy : That for my ſelf, 1 hope in God, 
never to ſee any other Form of Government 
in England, than that which is now in England; 
and that if this be the Stile and Spirit of a 
Republican, I glory in it, as much as I deſpiſe 
thoſe who take baſe Methods to decry my 
Writings, which are addreſſed to the common 
Senſe and Experience of Mankind. I hope it 
is not yet made Hereſy in Politicks, to aſſert 
that Two and Two make Four. 
The good Magiſtrate ſeeks the Good of 
the People committed to his Care, that he 
| * may 
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* may perform the End of his Inſtitution ; 
and knowing That chiefly to conſiſt in 
* Juſtice and Virtue, he endeavours to plant 
and propagate them; and by doing this, he 
* procures his own Good, as well as that of 
* the Publick. He knows there is no Safet 
where there is no Strength, no Strengt 
„without Union, no Union without Juſtice, 
„no Juſtice where Faith and, Truth in ac- 
* compliſhing publick and private Engage- 
* ments, is wanting. This he perpetually in- 
* culcates; and thinks it a great Part of his 
* Duty, by Precept and Example, to educate 
* the Youth in a Love of Virtue and Truth, 
that they may be ſeaſoned with them, and 
* filled with ' an Abhorrence of Vice and 
* Falſhood, before they attain that Age which 
is expoſed to the moſt violent Temptations, 
* and in which they may by their Crimes 
bring the greateſt Miſchiefs upon the Pub- 
„lick He would do all this, tho' it were to 
his own Prejudice, But as good Actions 
* always carry a Reward with them, theſe 
„contribute in a high Meaſure to his Advan- 
tage. By preferring the Intereſt of the Peo- 
„ple before his own, he gains their Affection, 
* and all that is in their Power comes with it; 
* while he unites them to one another, he 
” unites all to himfelf: In leading them to 
* Virtue, he encreafes their Strength, and by 
that Means provides for his own Safety, 
Glory, and Power. 

On the other Side. ſuch as feck different 
* Ends muſt take different Ways. When a- 
. Magiſtrate fancies he is not made for the 

O 5 People, 
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„People, but the People for bim; that he 
does not en for them, but for himſelf; 
that the People live only to encreaſe his 
« Glory, or to furniſh Matter for his Pleaſure; 
ge does not 'enquire what he may do for 
them, but what he may draw from them: 
By this Means he ſets up an Intereſt of Pro- 
< fit, Pleafure, or Pomp in himſelf, repugnant 
© ro: the Good of the Publick, for; which he 
4 5s made to be what he is. Theſe contrary 
* Ends certainly divide the Nation into Pax 
ties; and while every one endeavours to ad. 
vance that to which he is addicted, Occa- 

4 ſions of Hatred, for Injuries every Da 
done, or thought to be done, and Eko 
© muſt neceſſarily arife. This creates a moſt 
© fierce and irreconcileable Enmity, becauſe 
the Occaſions are frequent, important, and 
< univerſal, and the Caufes thought to be 
« moſt juſt, The People think it to be the 
« greateſt of all Crimes to convert that Power 
* ro their Hurt, which was inſtituted for their 
Good; and that the Injuſtice is aggravated 
* by Perjury and Ingratitude, which compre- 
hend all manner of Ill; and the Magiſtrate 
gives the Name of Sedition and Rebellion 
to whatfoever they do for the Preſervation 
of themſelves. and their own Rights. When 
Men's Spirits are thus prepared, a ſmall 
Matter ſets them on Fire; but if no Acci- 
& dent happens to blow them into a Flame, the 
« Courſe of Juſtice is certainly interrupted, the 
„publick Affairs are neglected; and when any 
* Occaſton, whether Foreign or Domeſtick, 
s ariſes, in which the Magiſtrate ſtands in _ 
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* of the People's Aſſiſtance, they whoſe Af. 
* fections are alienated, not only ' Bow an Un- 
* willingneſs to ſerve him with their Perſons 
and Eſtates, but fear that by delivering him 
* from his Diſtreſs they ſtrengthen their Ene- 
my, and enable him to opprefs them: And 
he, fancying his Will to be unjuftly oppos'd, 
* or his Due more unjuſtly denied, is filled 
„with a Diſlike of what he fees, and a Fear 
* of worſe for the future. Whilſt he endea- 
* vours to eaſe himſelf of the one, and to 
* provide againſt the other, he uſually encreaſes 
the Evils of both; and Jealoufies are on 
* both Sides multiplied. Every Man knows 
= that the Governed are in a great Meafure 
„ under the Power of the Governor; but as 
A ho Man or Number of Men is willingly 
x ſubje&t to thoſe that ſeek their Ruin, fuch 
4 as fall into ſo great a Misfortune, continue 
4 no longer under it, than Force, Fear, or 
\ Neceſſity may be able to oblige them. But 
i ſuch a Neceſſity can hardly lie longer 7 
4 A great People, than till the Evil de ly 
diſcovered and comprehended, and their Vir- 
tue, Strength, and Power be united to expel 
2 it: The ill Magiſtrate looks upon all Things 
I that may conduce to that End, as fo many 
Preparatives to his Ruin; and by the Help 
of thoſe who are of his Party, will endea- 
vour to prevent that Union, and diminiſh 
that Strength, Virtue, Power, and Courage, 
which he knows to be bent againſt him. 
„And as Truth, faithful Dealing, and Inte- 
* grity'of Manners, are Bonds of Union, and 
Helps to Good, be will always, by Tricks, 
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* Artifices, Cavils, and all Means 122 
*" endeavour to eſtabliſh Falſhood and Diſho- 
* neſty ; whilſt other Emiſſaries and Inſtru- 
I ments of Iniquity, by corrupting the Youth 
. and fuch as can be brought to Lewdneſs an 
* Debauchery, bring the People to ſuck a paſs, 
* that they may neither care nor dare to vin- 
* dicate their Rights; and that thoſe who 
© would do it may ſo far fuſpect each other, 
Tas not to confer upon, much lefs to join in, 
po any Action tending to the publick Deli- 
_. Verance, | 
This diſtinguiſhes. the good from the bad 
** Magiſtrate, the Faithful from the Unfaith- 
ful; and thoſe that adhere to either, living 
* in the ſame Principle, muſt” walk in the 
* ſame Ways, They who uphold the rightful 
* Power 6 a juſt Magiſtracy, encourage Vir- 
* tue and Juſtice, and teack Men what they 
© ought to do, ſuffer, or expect from others; 
they fix them upon Principles of Honeſty, 
* and generally advance mow thing that tends 
to the Encreaſe of the Valour, Strength, 
* Greatneſs, and Happineſs of the Nation, 
* creating a good Union among them, and 
bringing every Man to an exacb underſtand- 
* ing of his own, and the publick Rights. On 
* the other ſide, he that would introduce an 
* j|| Magiſtrate, makes one evil who was good 
* or preſerves him in the Adminiſtration © 
* Injuſtice hen he is corrupted, muſt always 
* open the Way for him by vitiating the Peo- 
N * corrupting their Manners, deſtroying 


the Validity of Oaths, teaching ſuch Eva- 
lions, Equivocations, and Frauds, as are in- 
| | * conſiſtent 
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* conſiſtent with the Thoughts that become 


* Men of Virtue and Courage; and over- 


(e 


throwing tie Confidence they ought to have 
in each other, make it impoſſible ſor them 


to unite amongſt themfelves. The like Arts 


cc 
ee 
60 


wuſt be uſed with the Magiſtrate: He can- 
not be for their Turns, tilt he is perſwaded 
to believe he has no Dependenee upon, and 


* owes no Duty to the People; that he is of 


„ himſelf, and not by their Inſtitution; that 


no Man ought to enquire into, nor be Jadge 
of his Actions; that all Obedience is due to 


him, whether he be good or bad, wiſe or 


he or his Kingdom. is divided within itſelf, 


0 fooliſh, a Father or an Enemy to his Coun- 


try. This n for his perſonal 
Intereſt, he mult purfue' the fame Deſigns, 
yu 


| 


cannot ſubfiſt. By this Means, thoſe who | 


* flatter his Humour, come to be accoufite 
* his Friends, and the only Men that are 


6 


* thought worthy of great Truſts, whilſt fuck 


as are of another Mind are expoſed to all 
Perſecution. Theſe are always ſuch as exceb 


jn Virtue, Wiſdom, and-Greatnefs of Spirit: 


* They have Eyes, and they will always ſee 


cc 


the Way they go; and leaving Fools to be 


guided by implicit Faith, will diſtinguiſh 
* between Good and Evil, and chuſe that 


(e 
cc 
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(e 


which is beſt; they will Judge of Men by 
their Actions, and by them diſcovering whoſe 

Servant every Man is, know whether he is 
to be obeyed or not. Thofe who are igno- 
rant of all Good, careleſs, or Enemies to it, 


take a more compendious Way: Their ſla- 
** viſh, vicious and baſe Natures inclining then 


0 
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44 to-ſcek-only private and preſent Advantage, 
they eaſily ſlide into a blind Dependence up- 
on one who has Wealth and Power; and 
deſiring only to know his Will, care not 
* what Injuſtice they da, if they may be re- 
„ warded. They worfhip what they find in 
* the Temple, tho it be the vileſt of Idols; 
and always like that beſt which is worſt, 
& becauſe it agrees with their Inclinarions and 
* Principles, When a Party comes to be erect- 
ed upon ſuch a Foundation, Debauchery, 
© Lewdnefs, and Diſhoneſty are the true 


* Badges of it; ſuch as wear them are che- 


* riſhed ; but the principab Marks of Favour 
& are reſerved for them who are the moſt in- 
«© duſtrious in Miſchief, either by. Ronny 
the People with the Allurements of ſenſu 
4 Pleafures, or corrupting their Underſtand- 
«< ings with falſe and flaviſh Doctrines. 


I am, &c. 


SIX, 


HE World has, from Time to Time; 
been led into ſuch a long Maze of Mi- 


takes, by thoſe who gained by deceiving, that 
whoever would inſtruct Mankind, muſt begin 
with removing their Errors ; and if they were 
every where honeſtly apprized of Truth, and 
reſtored to their Senſes, there would not re- 
main one Nation of Bigots or Slaves _ the 

| un: 
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Sun: A Happineſs always to be wifhed, but 
1 pO" 05 Tis (ord hgr 
In molt Parts of the Earth, there is neither 
Light nor Liberty; and even in the beſt Parts 
of, it, they are but little encouraged. and .caldly 
maintained, there being, in all Places, many 
engaged. through Intereſt in a perpetual Con- 
ſpiracy againſt them. They are the two great 
eſt Civil Bleſſings, inſeparable in their Inte- 
reſts,, and the mutual Support of each other; 
and whoever would deſtroy one of them, m 
deſtroy both: Hence it is, that we every where 
find Tyranny and Impoſture, Ignorance and 
Slavery joined together, and Oppreflors and 
Deceivers mutually aiding and paying conſtant 
Court to each other. Wherever Truth is dan- 
gerous, Liberty is precarious. 
Of all. the Sciences that I know in the 
World, that of Government concerns us moſt, 
and is the eaſieſt to be known, and yet is the 


leaſt underſtood. Mott of thofe who manage 


it, would make the lower World believe that 
there is I know not what Difficulty and Myſtery 
in it, far above vulgar Underſtandings ; which 
Proceedings of theirs is direct Craft and Im- 


poſture : Every Ploughman knows a good Go- 


vernment from a bad, from the Effects of it; 
he knows whether the Fruits of his Labour are 
his own, and whether he enjoys them in Peace 
and Security: And if. he does not know the 


Principles of Government, it is for want of 


Thinking and Enquiry, for they lie open to. 
common Senſe; bur People are generally taught 
not to think of them at all, or to think wrong 


of 
What 
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What is Government, but a Truſt commit: 
ted by All, or the Moſt, to One or a Few, 
who are to attend upon the Affairs of All, that 
every one may, with the more Security, attend 
upon his own ? A great and honourable” Truſt, 
but too ſeldom honourably executed; thoſe 
who poſſeſs it having it often more at Heart 
to encreaſe their Power than to make it uſeful, 
and to be terrible rather than beneficent. 
It is — ma a Truſt, which bught to be 
bounded with many and ſtrong Reſtraints, be- 
cauſe Power renders Men wanton, infolent to 
others, and fond of themſelves. Every Viola- 
tion therefore of this Truſt, where ſuch Vio- 
lation is conſiderable, qught to meet Nr 

rtienable Puniſhment; and the ſmalleſt Vio- 
ation of it ought to meet With ſome, becauſe 
Indulgence to the leaſt Faults" of Magiſtrates. 
may be Cruelty to a whole PeoplGee. 

- Honeſty, Diligence, and plain Senſe, are the 
only Talents neceſſary for the executing of this 
Truſt, and the publick Good is its only End : 
As to Refinements and Finenefles, 2 are of. 
ten only the falſe Appearances of Wiſdom and 
Parts, and oftener Tricks to. hide Guilt and 
Emptineſs; and they are generally, mean and 
diſhoneſt; they are the Arts of Jobbers in Po- 
liticks, who playing their own Game under 
the publick Cover, ſubſiſt upon poor Shifts 
and Expedients; ſtarv'd Poliricians, who live 
from Hand to Mouth, and from Day to Day, 
and following the litthe Views of Ambition, 
Avarice, and Revenge, and the like perſonal 
Paſſions, are aſha to avow them, and yet 
want Souls great enough to forſake y_ 
a 
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ſmall wicked Stateſmen, who make a private 
Market of the Publick, and deceive it in order 
to ſell it, oh n 
Theſe are the poor Parts which great —. 
gobd Governors ſcorn to play, and c 
play; their Deſigns, like their Stations, bein 
pony publick, are open and undifguiſed. 
y do not conſider their People as their 
Prey, nor lie in Ambuſh for their Subjects; 
nor dread, and treat and ſurprize them like 
Enemies, as all ill Magiſtrates do; who are 
not Governors but Jayſors and Spunges, who 
chain them and ſqueeze them, and yet take it 
very ill if they do but murmur, which is 
yet much leſs than a People fo abuſed ought 


to do. There have been Times and Coun- 


tries, when publick Miniſters and publick E- 
nemies* have been . the ſame individual Men. 
What a melancholly Reflection is this, that 
the moſt terrible and miſchievous Foes to a 
Nation ſhould be its own Magiſtrates ! And 
yet in every enſlaved Country, which is almoſt 
every Country, this is their woful Caſe. 
Honeſty and Plainneſs go always together, 
and the Makers and Multipliers of Myſteries 
in the political Way, are ſhrewdly to be ſuſ- 
Qed of dark Deſigns. - Cincinnatus was ta- 
en from the Plough to fave and defend the 
Roman State ; an Office which he executed 
honeſtly and ſucceſsfully, without the Grimace 
and Gains of a Stateſman. Nor did he after- 
wards continue obſtinately at the Head of Af- 
fairs, to form a Party, raiſe a Fortune, and 
ſettle himſelf in Power ; As he came into : 
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with univerſal Conſent, he reſign'd it with 


* 


.univerfal Applauſe. nt 1 

lt ſeems Government was not in thoſe Days 
become a Trade, at leaſt a gainful Trade 
Honeſt Cincinnatas was but a Farmer: And 
happy had it been for the Romans, if, when 
they were enſlaved, they could have taken the 
Adminiſtration out of the Hands of the Em- 
perors, and their refined Politicians, and com- 
mitted them to ſuch Farmers, or any Farmers. 
It is certain, that many of their Imperial Go- 
vernors acted more ridiculouſly than a Board 
of Ploughmen would have done, and more 
barbarouſly than a Club of Butchers could 
have done. *. 

But ſome have faid, It is not the Buſineſs of 
private Men to meddle with Government, A bold, 
falſe, and diſhoneſt Sa ing; and whoever ſays 
it, either knows not what he ſays, or cares not, 
or {laviſhly-ſpeaks'the Senſe of others, At is a 
Cant now almoſt forgot in England, and which 
never prevail'd but when Liberty and the Con- 
ſtitution were attack'd, and never can prevail 
but. upon the like Occaſion. | 

It is a Vexation to be obliged to anſwer 
Nonſenſe; and confute Abſurdities : But ſince 
it is and has been the great Deſign of this Pa- 
per to maintain and explain the glorious Prin- 
ciples of Liberty, and to expoſe the Arts of 
thoſe who would darken or them; I 
ſhall here particularly ſhew the Wickedneſs 
and Stupidity of the above Saying ; which is 
fit to come from no Mouth but that of a Ty- 
rant, or a Slave, and can never be heard 


any Man of an honeſt and free Soul, without 
| Horrar 
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Horror and Indignation : It is, in ſhort, a Say- 
ing, Which ought to-render. the Man who. 
ters it for ever incapable of Place or Credit in 
a free Country, as it ſhews the Malignity of 
his Heart, and the Baſeneſs. of his Nature, and 
as it is the pronouncing of a Doom upon our 
Conſtitution. — A Crime, or rather a 


Complication of Crimes, for which a laſting 
Infamy ought to be but Part of the Puniſh- 


Ment. 

But to the Falſhood of the Thing: Publick 
Truths ought never to be kept Secrets ; and 
they who do it, are guilty of a Solæciſm and 
a Contradiction: Every Man ought to know 
what it concerns All to know. Now, nothing 
upon Earth is: of Ro Univerſal —— than 
Government; and every private Man upon 
Earth has a Concern in it, ſe in it is con · 
cerned, and nearly and immediately concerned, 
his Virtue, his Property, and the Security 
his Perſon: And where all theſe are beſt pre- 
ſerved and advanced, the Government is | 
adminiſtred; and where they are not, the Go- 
vernment is impotent, wicked, or unfortunate; 
and where the Government is fo, the People 
will be fo, there being always and every where 
a certain Sympathy and Analogy between the 
Nature of the Government and the Nature of 
the People. This holds true in every Inftance. 
Publick Men are the Patterns of private; and 
the Virtues and Vices of the Governors become 
quickly the Virtues and Vices of the Governed. 


Regis ad Exemplum totus componitur Orbis. 
| | | Nor 
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' Nor is 1 alone that 4525 it. I 
Government, ſub ſing by Vice aid Rapine, 
are jealous of private Virtue, and Enemies to 
Private Property. Opes pro Crimine; & ob Vir. 
tutes certiſſimum Exitium. They muſt be wicked 
and miſchievous to be what they are; nor are 
they ſecure while any Thing good or valuable 
is ſecure. Hence it is, that to drain, worry, 
and debauch their Subjects, are the ſteddy 
Maxims of their Politicks, and their favourite 
Arts of Reigning. In this wretched Situation, 
the People, to be ſafe, muſt be poor and lewd: 
There will be but little Induſtry, where Pro- 
perty is precarious ; and ſmall Honeſty, where 
irtue is dangerous. . N 
Profuſeneſs or Frugality, and the like Virtues 
or Vices, which affect the Publick, will be 
practiſed in the City, if they are in the Court; 
and in the Country, if they are in the City. 
Even Nero (that Royal Monſter in Man's Shape) 
was adored by the common Herd at Rome, as 
much as he was flatter'd by the Great; and 
both the Lirtle and the Great admir'd, or pre- 
tended to admire his Manners, and many to 
imitate them. Tacitus tells us, that thoſe ſort 
of People long lamented him, and rejoiced in 
the Choice of a Succeſſor that reſembled him, 
the profligate Orho. | IND 
Good Government does, on the-eontrary, 
produce great Virtue, much Happineſs, and 
many People. Greece and Traly, while they 
continued free, 'were each of 'them; for the 
Number of Inhabitants, like one. continued 
City; and for Vertue, Knowledge, and great 
Men, they were the Standards of the r 
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and that Age and Country that could come 
' neareſt to them, has ever, lince been reckoned 
the happieſt.” Their: Goyernment, their Free 
Governgient, was the Root of all theſe. Ad- ; 
vantages, and of all this Felicity and Renown; 
and in theſe great and fortunate States, the Peo- 
ple were the Fringe in the Government; 
and Laws were made by their Judgment 
Authority, and by their Voice and Commands, 
were Magiſtrates created and condemned. The 
City of Rome could conquer the World; nor. 
could the great Perſion Monarch, the greateſt 
then upon ſtand before the Face of one 
Greek City. . EN: 
But what are Greece and Italy now ? Rome has 
in it a Herd of pamper'd Monks, and a few 
ſtarving Lay Inhabitants ; and the Campania 
of Rome, the fineſt Spot of Earth in Europe, is 
a Deſart. And for the modern Greeks, they 
are a few abject contemptible Slaves, kept un- 
der Ignorance, Chains, and Vileneſs, by the 
Turkiſh Monarch, who keeps a great Part of 
the Globe intenſely miſerable, that he may ſeem 
Great without being fo. .. 
Such is the Difference between one Govern- 
ment and another, and of ſuch important Con- 
cerament is the Nature and Adminiſtration of 
Government to a People. And to fay that pri- 
vate Men have nothing to do with Goyernment, 
is to ſay that private Men have nothing to do- 
with their own Happineſs and Miſery... __ 
What is the Publick, but the collectiye Body 
of private Men, as every. private Man is a 
Member of the Publick ? And as the Whole. 
ought to be concerned for the Preſervation of 
27 — N erery 
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Private TadVvidia, it the bey of 
* be'concern'd for a Whole, 


uded. 15 
8 à few. Men, "Have often 
Pipi. and - rare 1514 


Sause A het. own. perſonal Intereſt, in Fad 
ſtances 1 to its Well. being; E Tar the 
whole People, by e their own Intereſt, 
confiilt 1 Publick, and act for the Publick by 
acting for themſelves; and this is particularly 
the Spirit of our Codftitution, 3 in which the 
whole Nation is re e and our Records 
afford Inſtances, where the Houſe of Commons 
have declin'd * upon a Queſtion of _ 
portance, till they had gone into the Coun 
and conſulted their Principals, . the People: 

far were they from thinking that private Men 
had no Niet to meddle with Govetnment. In 


ruth, our whiole worldly Happineſs and Mife- 


ry (abating for. Accidents and Diſeaſes) are 
x Bw to the Order and Miſmanagement of 
Government; and he who ſays, private Men 
have no Concern with Government, does wiſe- 
ly and. modeſtly rell us, that Men have. no 
Concern in that which concerns them moſt ; it 
is ſaying that People ought not to concern thems 
ſelves whether they be naked or clothed, fed 
or ſtarved, are deceived or inſtructed, and 
whether they are protected or deſtroyed : 
What Nonſenſe and Servitude in a free and 
wile Nation ! 
For my ſelf, who have thought pretty much 
* theſe Marters I am of Opinion, that a whole 
Nation are like ro be as much attached to them- 


ſelves, as one Man or a few Men are like to 
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be, who may by many Means Be derached from 
anz and ſeveral: Men, may be bribed irt 
he Publik; but it 
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f oppofite tu that o 
id certain, that a whole Country can never 
find an 7. — for it ſelf, and conſtquently 
a whole Country can never be bribed. It is 
the.eternal-lktereſt of every Nation, that their 
Government ſhould be good ; but they who 
direct it, do frequently reaſon a contrary Way 
and find their own Account in Plunder an 
Oppreſſion; and while the publick Voice is 
pretended to be declared; by one or a few, for 
vile and private Ends, the Publick know no- 
thing what is done, till they feel the terrible 
Effects of it. | 

By the Bill of Rights, and the AQ of Settle- 
ment at the Revolution, a Right is aſſerted to 
the People of applying to the King and to the 
Parliament by Petition and Addreſs, for a Re- 
dreſs of publick Grievances and Miſmanage- 
* when ſuch there are, of which They 
are left to judge : And the Difference between 
free and enſlaved : Countries lies principall 
here, that in the former, their Magiſtrates mu 
conſult the Voice and Intereſt of the People; 
but in the latter, the private Will, Intereſt, and 
Pleaſure of the Governors, are the ſole End and 
Motives of their Adminiſtration, 2 

Such is the Difference between England and 
Turky; which Difference, they who ſay that 
private Men have no Right to concern them- 
ſelves with Government, would abſolutely de- 
ſtroy; they would convert Magiſtrates into 
Baſhaws, and introduce Popery into a 
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Thelate Revolution ſtands. vpon the very op 
any Man ares to 


Maxim; and that 
oo wy the . would be 


dict it ſince 
75 did we not know that there are in 


ery Country,! 9 whe. , botra it 
C a Sop. | < N * | 1 — 


wy 1 8 
| Ta &c. 
vi} os. ht 


The End 7. te Fit 2 
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